Fabruary 4, 1971
‘Daer (lga,

In viow of the fact (sn erdimary, 1ittle contingunt fact, not the
Begeliar Concept of Faci) thal your requsst for further develupsent on the quostion
will; no doubt, Lie the attituls of all uf the other frisnds, I's making cepiss :
of thia letter to ywu and sandiug 3% eut to the Iccais, : :

L Tho baot way to groppde with tha Hegelian concept 1n to lut Hegel spesic
for hinsedf, I aysmme thet eare peopis will have the smiler Jogis then the Sedance
W I Wil deal mostly with the paragraphs in the formsr. (For thoge Wib

. hawe she 3@ ol the orucial sectioa is'in Vol. IX, Cheptar IIZ,, Cround,

' the very Jasg #03ion entitled “Iransitior of the Fuot into Ex isteace,sp,. 203-106,
and it sey Jatoreat you to know dhat Lanin khed & great time with the Lwo zentmnues:
Mrey a3l Lhe ConMtdsrs of & Fuch axe prassnt, it entera into Eristence, He
Fact Gp bafere it sxigts ... " 8% wbAck point Lenin wete: "vary govd. Waat
'ha;u Abgalnte Zdaa ar) Idealizam o do with 1t? Amusing, thie'derivation® of

eoe GEISYADTS aee * (Vol 38, p. 147)

. In the mmaller ﬁ;g, at the end of paragraph 145, as Hegel completes
. the relationship of Pesslbidity and Contingency as the facters of Actwality, ne

‘writea: “the problem of Zsiunce and espsciaily eof philosophy undoultedly coneista

- Sn lioitley the necarsity concealed undar the sewblence of cuntingenzy."  I.bsve
startad tie pavagrephs before the question 6f Fast becawse I.wanted to zive the
backgesund to this very utrange phrase of Hegel's about arislng Fout of existencen,
in' & woadd, ho firat har juu face the acaidwitul, the contiagent, which lcede into ..
‘W muoch mere serlous comiitisn, @t wWiich point sveryone should think of two typse -

. ol conditions ~= historiozl cirowsisnces, and the class struggle; waloh s hardly
shat Hegal thouznt about but which 2s what both Marz and Iasmin sare talking: ebouts
Exvirg faced the acoidentsl and the hicterica }, Hegol mc7es {o Rocl Poamidbility,
in oxder to stress totalitys "It is the tstailty, and thus the contaat, or ;
absslutely charscterised actaal Fact ... this msvement of the form is. Sctivitys
it carries Lnto effect the Fact or real ground whish »ises into actuaility,".

{parsgraph 147)

At this point, Hegel develops the movanant towsrds nedeasity znd, ovide
entalliy, od hlxself by talking.(the talk talren down hy students 13 alsiys in
seall print) It happons t5 be one of my very favorito parts of Regel ernd it vesds;
"Necossity 1s blind., Cnly so Zong as it in not undorstoed ... If 2an remombared,
ou the conirary , that whatover happenod io them waa only en ovolution of themselves
and that they only bore thelr owm guilt, thoy would sta nd freo ... 8o long ax &
man is otherwlse conscious that he la freo, his harmony of esul and poace of mind
will not be disturbed by dissgroeable evants. It is their viow of necessity,
tharefors, which ic at the root of the content and discontent of man and wnlch in

- that vay determines tholr destiny itself,

. It's only at thim point that wo comes hack to Jaot and by now ho relates
Condition, Fact and Aclivity am the three slementa of micessity. Stressing, further,
(paragraph 148) it is the movemont which translates the conditions into £20h ee.”

The essenoe of the whole development of Fact as not mwro contingensy
or the accldental fact thai you wore born on sucheand-such a daw, Sut that EFact
1s itself a result of szelfwmadiation, or the "jrenslatica" of -tho Subjeative
into Objective, or vies versa; the Fact's mergence from thiec mncounter of Objecte
ive end Subjective w condition, activity, history into a real historic happening,
8o that thise-and~thia dute turng out to be anything an zarisus as Novembse 7th
demands that, every aerious revolutionzry recognize that no matter how bistory cone
ditions man, they are the makors of it,

Have a good time grasrling w.th it, Yours, Raya 14112




