flov. 14,1970

Doaar Colleagues: , : : : o
Y -~ . There‘ars two reasons why I'm addrwssing you the dey aiter I sent
out both a letter and a full, lengthy chapter 2{of Parg 1) to ihe whole organiza~
tion. One ia theoreotical, or st least mothodological insofar as writing the book
as a whole rather than daparste parts and .chapters. The other is practicel,

ecumﬂ'.'.l_,y'1 how 'do we: practice theory at the very time wa are supposod to bw» concentrate
"ing on proletarianization and growth of organlzation. It ~arely isn't juat

having educationals on the theorstical work such as I prop’ :d wa have on Narx

to start off the new year. : : ‘ o .

T : First, tho methodology. It is a wmy of warning that the chapters
of Fart II will by no means come as tast as Ch.2, though if wili not take as long
as Ch.l I sent last yoar or beginning of this year (I really don't remsmbar) which

. will rumain the most difficult. . ‘ ) ;

Hore I am looking at the Irotsky chapter which is, mors or lasc,

_tho gne ihat will start Part II. Well, it just can't be a siuple rewriting or
sxpansion. Now thet we must sass the work as a whole, it must be 2 gresi deal more
rhilosephic, I don't meon vocabwlary. I mean something a great desl moro serious.

I mean: what did all of Part I mean with its atress vl the dialectice, on Why Hegel?
Why Now? How do we develop the dislectic when we no longer have Harx and Lenin -

- to guide us becausa both ars dead; neither saw the period in which we lived; Trotsky -

.‘remains the great "™an of. October! and to prove ke is net, as he certainly is not,. i

- the continuator of Marx and. Lenln cannot be done just on state«capitallom, especially.
' slnueé state-capitalism likewlse has split ia two, and we have insizted that in fact -
4t was_but a transition point to Marxist-flumanism. But Marxist-Humanism was not
. the conerete while Trotsky was alive. Ard to bs centersd arsund the pole of tha
- pessantry, as it did in the draft and will agein, muct now take into considaration

that.r_tha_ Maoists will say: Precisely, this 1s why we ara the "cintinuators,’ets.,ete

T
'

. - . i a word, whon one writes separate’chaplers, one-cah leava thise
: questions.to be inswered in chapter on Mao. Vhea one wrifes'a book, no, it cannot.
““wait t411 then. We must every single furdsmental footad in.thal Bart [, and 'Ly ©
©'diesnYy inake it easy @ince he had nearly nought to ssy on dislectics (except on

- Mpatty-bourgeois opposition" to which wé will not stoop Jand yet we must elicit

1t both from the objective situation of his period anmd-the actual debatue. T
haven't worked out that transition. I've been at it a whole day and I'm not sure

T know what I will do tomorrow either, so I decided to let you know it is no simple
matter of- writing a chapter out of context, so to speek, a3 I did in rough draft.

_ Now to the second point. Ycu have very great responsibilities
as lesdership,léedership of an activiast as well as philosophic=political terdency,
not to mention that I will not be around for a few months. Oukey first there
is proletarianization and black dimension, then there is womea and youth. If all R o
ers equally affected by recognition of indispensability of philesophy, then we must
know how o get members by presenting thet question of theory as & oractieal activitye
Contacts must feel that we are not only asking them for their séory, but they. must
know that the N&L context in which it will be put "demands" that they know how they
“are growing and unique. For sxawple, so simple a gquestion as reporting on Angela
havis whom we surely must suppori againet the Reagans and the lixons must alic
report on what she could have elicited from the way she prosented Marxism not

merely on campus--no one nesds to become a 'teacher' for thet~-but the way she
presented the whole question of the prisons to her young, idealistie,courageous
bedyguard that would not have resulted in his young death., I remember reading
once one sentence frem Marx that rather surprised me. iHe was arguing with some
non~theorist and alleged worker(he was & craftsman;I taink 1t was Weitling) and
getting nowhere on theory wheréupon he suddenly turned on him and said: And how
axactly do you propose to convince the workers should go out on strike and lose
their livelihood unless....? Annenkov reports that everybody then walked out wiih
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_ I a word, unless you know how that simply to pub the question of theory
.88 boing a practical quesiion of clazs  struggle that,both in the immedicte
end in the ultimate gense, leads to better cenditions of iabor, whatla the point
of tasoryl o . ‘ ' !

-, Thet, natoraliy didn't moan Marx didn®t proceed with developing theory
"n and for itsslf" as well, It doas mean thal, sach stage of its dewelopment,

one must practice theory in a way that ths latter appeecs as activity , and
the practice as theory! ‘

. Or take ¥L; what 1z ths point if oy article in psemphlet remains only
theory for those cn the inside, wheress when you wish one to bacoms a mouber,
thnt contact dosan®t see Pproof" in gvery arzument that it flows from a
cortadn orpanization whick bas those views. Thers are no idess that float
obokt; there are ouly people who Jhave jideas and they fopress them in a wey
. that the contact begins to foal he wants to do 4t that simply too. We must
.- thareforo think c¢f ssme action that we will proposs and carry through, whéther
. it be among youth or women or blacks or proletarians. I donft know whet it is
wo' were doing during this GM strike other than getting sesie stordies, but T -
" hope I¥m wrong, and that some of the contacts we visiied axd are =£1i1} .
. visiting for thosa sturies, hoars scuething different from us than they 'did
- from SDS and their gtring of 4=lettar words on the picket; line, - " .

It 18 pecuilar how soma who have ne ‘theory at% all can make 'contasts"

w20 feel that s6lling a paper (writing is way above what they agk of contactst):
=, iz 8 great activity that is a woy of UYmaking! revolutions thezreas we shy awmy - -
:from asking for such activities from others and think that ‘unless we can 2eed
& general strike wo reslly aren't Mactive,.! , ) -

© .. Specifically, on the chapter en Mirx I sent. -Of couree, it will be
& "lecture', but whoever deos it must make the andience feel that he, in turn,’
and she, especially. can discuss on thet leveol with her shopmates so that they
could go sbout starting a 8hop paper soon, or meke thenselves rosponsible

for seeing that the shop talk is reported in N&L ragularly. Peagimism is out,
‘ot bocause Polyanna is the thing, but because 14 8imply doesndt tally with
the reality of what.the workers strive for as againot what they -have to face
dajly. 7here is at least one good expresgslon we should "steal! from existen- .
tialism: lived existence. It's vory different from just existing.

ind as a final M"agide® vhich is very central to our growth: office
work. N_t just any effice work. The office of the orgarization of the peper
of tha tﬁeory of Marxist-Humanism. What is the use of loving the word,
"dialogue" when we talk either about the battle of ideas or self-devalopment,
and yet fail 8o see. that the correspondence in the office, the telephone calls,
the mailling list~=yes, just the mailing. 1ist-wpresents innwmerable ckallanges
for dialogue, nationsl and international, local and individual, Challengss
ard tests for your own creatizvit

Yours,
Raya
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