Tebruery 2, 1970

7o the 1Ef.
Dear Colleagues,

Today would be & great day if 1t werontt for the st oconasts, The
rimal veregion of Chapter T has just been complered, Tt nay sound as Af very
15¢tle had, indaed, boon achievsi, But, there le nothinz, be it in philosophy
or ssisnue; in the hursnities or politics, that in gg difficult as a boginning.
And this beginning will moet with such hostility that wo bstter prepare our-
galves now ~= & y=ar in advance = to meet the ongkaucht.

1t is, for exauple, no accident that it wee the treakthrough on tha
Absoluto Idea that led Johneon to break up tha organication, This may souryd
ag if Itz seyling nothing new aince we all know than back in 1955, if not 1933
. 3ut wbat we had been stressing heretofore is (1), ha cowardice gince he left
ug just when I was 1isted, (2) his departure {rom uarxism {which he has, now
that it is safe to da 80, neecinimed®), (3) his concelt — he was not sbout
to swallow Grace's hyperbole that ny letters on tue Absolute dea wWora for our
ago vihat Lenint's Fhilosophic Notebooks were to his, The principal point at issue
_ ip that. wheroas, on M&F, he could even claim as “his" whor it suited hds
‘opportunisa, on Fhilosophy and Revolutlon, he will be glad tofcollaborate .
with anyone from Mattick to the Stalinists, {rom the Tootskylsts to the "New
Lofth, and from Academta Lo trying for somedno 1ike July ala chirik, And,
of course, Chirilc will join the pack, too. In a word, it means g0 total a
reorganigation of one's polities rolling back to the desth of Lenin that all
wAll be happy to join the anarchists (with a small and capital A)- to make them-
golves confortable all over again and zontinue walkine on their hea:ls. :

I our philosophic preparation for rovolution, it is, therefore, nacessary
- to study, study, eni study some mora this Tirst Chapter. ALl the rost will bo
easy, I aazure you, T would, egain if it wera not for the Fast coaat¥, be happy
to givo one copy per 1ocal, As-it is, I mist restrict mysell to the :E3 and
the LANE3., I do not oppose, (in fact I favor] to let the rank and” file study
. this/provided they are wiliing to embark om fthe laber, patience, seriousnsso
arl sl fering of the negative'l necosaary for the study, and providing thats
that begins with not asking for any privileges "to take it home" but are willlng
to coms to the office and thers alone to do so. (from the point of view of the
publisher, this becomes an unchangeable rule aince it 35 a final copy.) I am
ospecislly sorry for the workers since there i5 no way to change the langusge
in a first breakthrawgh.On the other hand, ghy will be the ones whe will unlore
stanl it best and will act it out in tne concrete, I will plan mometime belore
ane must bezin thinking about ‘onvention Theses to have a long Week-end rig=
cussion with the HEB on this.
Tours




