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Neaomher £, 1959

Near lMick,

no, <donbt, you have by ncw receivet thae photo of faet of the
s#octions of tho irundroisse that I sont yoit, alene with the teaunslation
dong in by York ( gent them registered), I think that it will help placa
the two nactions in the proper fremo-work if I toll you not only socmethiincg
mors about the tpumiralsse, hut also how Lhasme particular soctions have hanon
used (T shouild really same abused) in recent years.

The Grumdreiase, as you no deoubt now, is the orlsinal draft of
what becams, after a further decads of work, Capital, If you take time out
to read the chaptor on the Struectire ol Capital in Marxism and Froedom, you
will recognize that, to me, the aritical part concerned what is theery, and

- the new, the ualque answer by Harx, (By"answer", I do not mean thoi he asked -

the question fermally and answered it formally,) The answar consiste! of the

“whole of the structure of Capital which showed how groat and vivotel histery,

actual live history of thaclass struggla, sp alfically tha one for the short~
enlag of the working day, and the actuslhistory of the two momt important

“ovents in that decads =~ the Civil liar in the United States and the Parls

Commune, Tor that end, I showed the psgination of the original cdraft and the
pagingtien of Capital, which ravealed that the rirst hal no section’on the'
working day, while the second had somothing like aishty. pages devoted to this.

"subject; and that all of whst became later ‘Volume Iv,, or Theorles of Sarnlusg
Value was removed Trom Part I, all the way to tho erc! of the GLhros volumes o

Capital, . » . .

‘ In a word, I'was concernsd with what we can learn from Marxlizt .
Wethodolowy and his transformation of theory from'a dispute.botween intallactuals
to a théx history of productionerelations themselvas, that history belng the
actual transformation of secieby by the working elass, - ‘ - '

This was not the concern of Lhe intelleutuals, whether they called
themselvos Marxists or otherwise, Ln the 195043 when they"suidonlytdigcoverad
the Grundreisse, In 1953, when the Grundreisse wero publidhed in Bast Germany,
two factors predominatei, 0ne was Mao and the fast that the Chinese Havolution
had succseded. Thore was definitely one thaoretleal aspect of Marx whichis uhlna,
aver sinae the Communist Party there was bora in 1921, waw auperior to all of
the Wostern analysists, agaln inclwilng tarxists, who had novertheless been
deaf and that was Harx' revolutionary view of the Orient au arainst the popular
concept of Marx which roferrwsd to the Orient as™lespotic", And that is that
China discoverod the articles written for the Tribune in New York by Marx,
which toek up the Cpium Wars ana the Talpinx “lobeollion and sided with the
Chiness as against Jestorn Imperialism, The ‘wgsians, on the congrary, had
baon refarring to Opiental Jespotism and now that ¥no had won, they had to
change the superficial popularigatioa which iad to tha'ligcovery™, not only
of the articles, but of the section in thoe Crunireisgze which lerl to tha pub.
lication of thiy section, under the title Fro-Capitalist Fermation., As for
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the Yestern Anzlysists, who pro not Marxists, Oriantal Despotism by
Witifogel is all they ever knew and all thay are still intsrested &in, Jn
any case, that scction of the Grundrelsse which hezame the bagicz for lengthy
and not vary fundsmental discussions among Cormunists rlirl not reach tha
Enslish speaking werld until 1964 whon Hobdbawm published them with a
fantastic introduction, which tried to play tham own,

. The 2nd section of fapitex Crundrelsss that hecame rolevant io the
cuwrrent debatas is the ono dealing with machines, iHerbert Harcuse has misused
that section, or more precisely a singlo paragraph of that section to try to
meke it appear as foundation for his ridiculous theory of ihe one~dinensionsl
Man., It hes never been translated into Engiish, i, rather I should say that,
outside of the paragmaph, a few pages wWere translated into English, if you
fo into studeni pubdications and reach a magazine called Sublation in Isicestar
University. So prout wore thoy of the translation of Pages 5B2.594 that they
marde a world copyright of it, Yet I noticed fwhen it was finally republished
with an exapprated~in-importance intreduction by Martin Nicolaus in ths New Laft
Raview 748, Iondon, March-April 1968) that even such simple but very important
words, Like svrplus in sceplus-labor, is translated ag"superflucus'’, which I
hardly need expross is. totally wrong. In any case, I did feel it would be ..
important for you to rammmieE: sea different kimls of translation, at least .
in key’ paragraphs when tnese overlap the pages that wo are tranzlating, " I, thus,’

- enclore two pages, ard, of cowrsa, you have the full translation and thers,ton,
'I called attention %o soms ghrases which may be correct insofar agp English
tranglation for specific Cernan wordds, but are not the ones that have becone -
' Mstandard", ' ;

- How I want -to answer, briafly, the question you raised in your first
latter on Czechoslovakia, T don’t doubt that thore wers olt-faghioned West
German Capitalists, merchants trying to move into Uzechoslovakin with their
wires, And, of course, as you saw from the Czechoslovae pamphlet, the genuine
revelutionary left in Czechcslovakia had no use for Hubcek, except recognizing.
that ke had lot loose forces that he certainly couldn't control, and, there
fore, taking advaniage of his popularity and of the actusl freedoms he had
allowed for free expresslon, 1In all casas ol such varied tendencies, the point
iz to recognize which 15 the dominant one, ard where it 1s headed for., There
ig no douwt whatever, and T am sure You agrae with us, that the West German
merchants wa3 not the dominant one, that the Russian Communists, whe vary
deliberately misrepresented it ag such, aro the very ones who are now all too
amciously estavlishing new reidiins, capitalist relations with this same West
Germany, I doubt anybody fools themzelvas on the question amd gives the
grouri for this fact that Willy Brandt is the new Premier, Xussia is in
such total orisis that they have bHean dylng to establish relations with vhst
Sermany. HNot enough ground was sat for such a reversal when Khrusshav first
proposed 1t and had his head cut off for it. ‘then Eastern ¥urope tried it
and hat theilr heads cut off for it. 2ut, now Brezhnev has decidet ha's had all
ha can stand for Ulbricht's "dogmatlsm" and hagbput him in hia placa,n
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