" Ootober 27, 1969

Dear S. ot
" My bout with surgery is overy I &m houe and well and by mid-
Koveabsr, I mxpect to return is work on the took. I co hope by then I will

have s lotter from yor on the question of philosophy, that is to ssy on the

draft of my book Philosophy ard Rsvolution a3 well as somo queationa that.I

<111 raisas with yon here ontke question of Pailoeorhy snd Reeltly in Ceecho~ ‘
elovakis, Dt £irat, you sske reference to lhe fzct of an Inteodustion to Hegel
by Frugt Blsch, I au very, very interestod in that, Could you plecss summarive
his intreductisn and include some direct quotetions? Thanks very much.

Ever sirse 1956, when the quosiion of Philcsophy and Revolution

becans the reeiity of Mstern Burope, and the 1844 memwmeripts of Marx the

center of the pkilosophic discuasdon of Bumnism, my intersst in philosophy
becene botk irteme ani twfold: to wvhat artant was the dispute & queation of
working out the problems of & new coclaty, and to whei extont s it & mere
juming=off point for deviztionn in Herxiom? For nxazple, existontinlisn Aeomed!
'to be sowethinz a great -deal sore acceptatlo to the Hagt Furopoans than to ms.
Kolakownk) geemed the most original end yet there wes always an ambivalanco

in his writing. To xhat cofent wvas this deliberate and neceaserily evesivo,

and to what extent was it dus to the ususl profeosorial isclation from the nisgos T

A very now stage was reachad in the mid-1960s, eapecially in
Crechoslovakia which excited me very much, maialy bucsuge it wes clorer to reulity
am the philesophers seened vary conssious of the fact that thay must, under no
edroums tances, he isolated from sess activlity and nass ressoning. It happened
that at firat the main attraction to me was karel Kosik, fe soemed definitely
to be mwre llegelian, more profound and yei whenever 8 guestion becazo too concrete
ho somehow sectiad to become deliberately abotract, Than it was said by some
that he was, in fsct, cleser piiloaophically to Heldegger.and, moreover, tos clage
to theze whp wore ceasiderad “kosher'. Ouly one of the philogophers had soze
direct vontact with the proletariat and I'm not now sure how sincerely he mesnt

it.

whet T would 1like you to help mop trace i= the dovelopment from
1963, the Xafks conference, and, espocialily,. the development of Milan Prucha,
Ivan Dubsly and Peter Enrvas who tad then declared that "dogmatism is tedsy
disloyalty to MarxismeLeninisa"? And viben thoy spoke of alienstion and eyl turet,
and Mindividuality" to what extent was it a deocp, historic program and to wiat
extent an Antelleciuslfs oscaps? 1In & senso, all of them were anticipatet in the
sorks of BErnct Bloch, especially in 1953. 1n that respect, I would 1like to know
when had he writtan the Introduction to Hegel? e 18 so difficult a writer to
translate that I know 1t will not be eamy work for you, but belisve me it would

be very crucial in my werk and i thank you very wmuch betorehand.
T have not yot returned the Grunxireisse because tho Hussian

Volums 4G that you eent ma is not the complate Grurdreisge. That volumo has two
parts and you sent we Part I. Could you pleass buy me Part I1X., for which 1
enclose peyment and many thanks. As soon as T chonk the tranelacion oif tne part
thet I am doing for the book, L will be gled to roturn your Ururdrolgse, I ao
hope thait you can got away for « llttle vacation. ‘The whole family sends you

their very warwest rsgainrde,

Yours
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