Octoler l4, 1969
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Dear Eugerie, MNike, ond Wili {copics to R::—uhu :

U don't kogw whether the vouthi er the lecals have alrecdy
started the classes in derxism ind Freedom that .the Plenum hao recoune nded , but
the one'nSPert taat 1 want co take up hay aot Leen discussed -- and, indecd, is
new not enly te vou, ut to myself -- and thav is the relatioaship of the Archives
to the complated theary and to life. [ begin to think sbout this question because
1 was not fully satisfied with the appreeiation for our JSrchives as 2 gontinuing,

living experience In the procaess, however, it beeame something that was not a
quédstion only of ourqelve< end our past, put of rhat relationship of Archives to
complaced theory and iife which has cheracterized the Morxist¥WE “coveazot fron
its very teginning.

¥- Take the r1elationship of Marx's Grundrisse, both to Cepital

and teo Automation and China, tbe two wmost critical points of today.
. IT_ Or consider Lenin's Philesophic Notebooks and their re’ationship,
cor more precisely, lack of relatjonship, to Trntsmv1sm, to Stalinism, and presently
_to Maolsm, especially - its French Althusseriaa variation,

i III- &nd now cowsider Marxist Humsnism as iz first arose in the
form of state-capltalist theory in 19413 and then as fully MHarxist-Humanism in both
~the 1958 and 1364 editions of licrxism znd Freedom; and, finzlly, the process of de-
) velopnent ln Phllasophy and Revolution rigut now.

.oy

Lo L . ‘It is thes= three hiseotrie and philosophic developments that 3
. consider the: necossary foundation For.a reslly new and sontinuing class in Marxisn
and ‘Freedom., I therefore pouléd like to make the following suygestionst

(1) As of sowewhere in mideNavember, hefore I disappear to cencentrate com-
pletely on the beok, I deliver o speC1u1 speech in Détreit which will te taped
Eor both L.A, and {.Y. . .

(?) New York aad L.A..will piay their tape as scon as It received -- becvause
this is Important for the entlre class as a tolLality, and haz no special relationship!
to any individual section beingz studied, - -

“ (3) Under no cirgumstances whatever is any lecal permitted te summarize .what
the tape is about, New York has sufCered plenty from confusing soweone's incerpre-
tation For what 1t is MR I said -- znd what I s2y s altogether too jmportaat for
Philosophy and Revolut ien to be alimued Lo get bogged down wvver the quallty of the
tape or whether or not the "outside" would lepk down upon listening to a tape. La
this case, we are interested only in those win arz .nuerested in grappling with
serious philesophic probiems and ia none others.
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