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Beality, both exposing the hollowness of iig demscracy end the exploitative nature of its
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r This eall for alwlack Conforencs ~~parhaps hetter dosignated as 4
‘-Glackf od--conleraneae. is-j.saued--ln.upiav—-to-—listen '-ta-bleck-th.lnkiug.-h
not _ asif it were no more than a command to act, but as part of a total
hilosophy. the real bre-requisite to ravolution, . It will be held_in_

Datroit, the day of Tanuary 12th, from Fa,m to 7 p.m. :
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'_ e The Hlack Revolution hag reached the crosa-rnads;zw ;
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conferance .hopes to opan this resd to aRErblack ST vorkersz,

Some of : gy {'"J

/those vho shout black, black, blackire the ones who'are following
a white's concept of ravolution, or, mof ecrrestly put, guerrilla Ware
3 ‘_:_l,'t_iq___trgg_ﬂj.lxgt__w_}xai ails Castrofs theory of guerrdlia warg is net B
that it is Muhitaii] but that™; Far from belng & "shortdiit “tg Tavolutiont)
it is & shortent to self-destruction, To call for. urben blaek guerrillas'\’
T An white America 15 sheer ‘sitdeide, - Far from being i'avolutionsry"‘('in'tho*-‘
' deepast sunse of a Bpontanoous, mass outhurat}, it is a commardieering -
r - in- on from.themass revelt. In any.case, if one Wishes
ﬁ”?x-gﬁgvihé"‘;ﬁ%%?téng must argue on the basis of its content, not its *

eolor, . ' :

while it is true that, without some red coloration, there is
“"no way whatever of ‘whites gatting to ‘communicate with blacks,; what-is
more important is ¢ there 58 no interesommunication betwaen t
-ares, that is to say) ferent historie poriods, 1B Re
must begin with onets oWn past, in this case, tha black past, Tt ig
a _glorious past, not bnly heroic, but alse philosophical. And 3% hag
always beon international, -

: . Thus, neither the Afrdcan nor the American black revolts wore
ons-way streets, Indeed, the two-way road to rovolution was a triangular

development, Iren Africa, through West 168, _giiﬁai’“i“’d States,...
and the other Hay round,  In a word,th 4&5‘.1“3_'@8 Be and the same time j

& natiomal quoeation, and a tri-continen question, . . .
;ﬁ”"’ "The_two-way road to ravolution botween Africa and the 3lack Revolt __
. i—n ;\mari; b.agan Iong beforedmmS\frica Year,1960% but it is the 19_60;8

that concern us today, The African :lmrq;utie‘ns opgaed a new stage, “39__ o
only in world hittory, but also in world thinking, ihe dia.l‘eci;.ics zts )
libaragioQ compelled & unity of thought and actfon. Aepritwle wag |
celor, I'ras-dom was its goal. ‘,,Bacause ‘the-aim was theWhat pry I
rewconstruction of the whole sncial order, the unity cdemanded t. st ore
ﬂw‘\e more than the "making! of revolution;.-it meant.a totally new.. ife,. R
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to i'ollow the
2. the philosophy of liberation was to precede ard »
azﬁ;vement?of_ _indzpandence: it was most egrtainly not the estab;.js,hmgn@

of & new state form of exploitation.

What was true of the African_Revelutions Was_true.also of _the
deopro Revolution in Amorica, dore, t00, black was itg color; iresdom,

How, its nature, The diffarencs botwaanifyig utid morica was that
y on the continant of Africa}am_"ﬂéim’g”m' the

| bhlack M‘r% was the ma.;]c% in the I3 the Afrowimerican was in the

minority, MTe strategy otiFErnLt phUS, was fFuch moro eompleX -eand alse

mure challenging for the revolt occurred Skowtw in the bastion of world
Mbitﬂlism.~f‘ e e o ,_-A.fi"i Y S —
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T ook at what preceded the youth Negro revolt in 1960u- .
R Mg l}éotm will at onca see that it wes
t is precisely because the ove?uﬁe_lﬂiig'

i"*l:la‘ck'ﬁmaﬂc‘ans"ar‘e'tﬁfkéré"thn‘t 't?fe_ﬁcr'fr‘—" i -
. the ﬁﬁgmne of 'the American reality, both exposing i&s hollowness
¥ _ofiits democracy-an N ;e'xploitatiye fpattn-e-of—its-uoda ofr— e o— .
preduction, Again, and a.bovéq;“m_ﬂepra besams thevanguard 1:; the S
movement to transform that rennty_; fithis ixaniui;d;riw.._
all cruciai peints of Amarican develapment, wheunor
:nzvameht for’ thl:\ aboulition of slavery malaading ia t.h!:_a_ Civil Wer or~
apunrn‘rr"t.!ie"fi;gﬁt‘tgk‘!i‘.srthe've?y?u“st"s‘igns—o? inferialism (When =~ -
ban Tight for freedom from Spain by itself turning

* the S batrayed the Cul : 3
-::;zquercr .-3:339'5%;—0:-- the -building -of—induytrial- unions—in-the-1930'sf the
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‘sense of Antornationelism, or the present attemptsio rﬁolnstruct soclety
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on_totally new, fruly human foundatjons.

N is why it is all-decisive to seeit!ut thetz’lack

2 | eti—diverted) to-being-an-appendege-to-3 toa—————
- —Havelution geti—live :

J [ capitalist secteties calling theadelves Comaunist, nor &b kowtowing to
Hixonts ‘black capitaliom®, (And_there “s_no_use_thinking that, jus ,

the bleck revolution, that parts of - KE
| bocause there is no way to stopping the 7o E‘om;d;.tinn.grant S o 8

it cannot get corrupted by the ‘millien dollar Fo

- ..;___--—-ﬁ"Wj.iﬁri‘-Tgm‘s organ 1zat.iox;') —’:Mi v

- ~ Pa¥losophy and Revolutionis the t3Q of z book }n theprocess

of belys written, SBSts suthor, b4t thimPit canfis completed
-,_-\ until has 1istened to new black volces. This i= so-because these.

& now voices of revolf.express.a_continuation of what had begun at

o N hy
-,{,&W‘ eginninz of the machine age, tho WelpsPHW™of -dha national revolu
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the beginning of a new epoch of revolutions, .
The self.activity of.the French masses in achieving. froedom.was......
‘(y anclated by the great German philosopher living at the time, G.W.F.
n’i: Hogel.,_ into what is known ‘as "dialecticsB, which has rightly been
.ecalled an "algebra of revolution'. rx nade this “azlgebra® concrete
by transforming the dialectic into 3" theory of liberatilon, aeeass.-
the expression-of the-masses struggling for freedomilhe-present -book -
traces- this relationship of philosophy to revolution from that point i
- t5.1917,-and-asks; - Wiy -have the revolutions-since -then-been defeated? - -
Is there not only an Mobjective reason falthe strength of the oppressor
powers,) but alsq in the theoretic preparation for revoiution by the
opprassadgﬂ/ a7 L

To make sure that the revolts in owr era are nejther
.- transformad. Anto opposite(. as were the Communist revolutions .into
state oppressive powsrs equalling the private capitalist mweset
__powers), ngr defeated bofora ever they have & chence to memdshbmprer
see frdedom bocoms real, SN Eiiyy 3 it is esscential
to 1listen to black thinking on what Has happened to the black revolt,
’31‘0 what “extent 'was the revelt against "whitey" a reaction to the fact
that, a=z the black revolt extended itself from ths South to the North,
it found -the-North not funda 1ly different from the South? - .
ITe what axtent did the movefo o whits youth{who had gone South
in the early 1960's to aid the black revolt) smar<{diRE59 totall
into the anti~Vigtnam war movement affect the black revolutisonsry‘s
turping inwardi<To what axtent did the interest shewn the black
revolution by Caktro and by Mao influence black thinking bocause it
soemed a shorteut to black revelutisn who had bacome impatient with
the slownese of the black Tevolt achievénents? Did any of. the

leaders ask the black workers what they think?
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wishing“to relete #iwhatever may
_ own history. we are here presenting
riol sumrablioas of past docunsnts’(1l).the role of the Negro infellectual
ip to. 1943¥2r the aotusl ‘duvelopmenis uf the gtruggle of -the black wesses
(2)tho relatiohship of Murxlsteitmanism to black revolts;: am . (3)Americen
FCAVA AzL tANBA T 101 or Feho - Negho~as -Toughstons" of-“AmartearHis tors, up s
' ally,~thera will-also-be-avatlabla-to- nll--partioipaﬁtsq—-_-----A-,-g-y-gn
» tho ‘NE?B"&“LET’I‘ERS"Committags'. aralysis of- the-black--—:4::4
8,well as draft chapters of Phllosophy and Revolution, - 7
Fhare black: thinking, today, 18 involved, . T T
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“Raya will introduse the book as it relates'direstly to the con-
itself, pvosing the-question that ere derisivs not only for the . .
Lor the next stage of developme.n't:of ths-hblack ‘rovolution. .
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+*-Tha 1loor ‘will ‘then be open for a full day of discussion b
‘bla artieipants., ; Only at the end of that discussien, -and “just ‘
efore the summition, will the other white particdpents have a.chance for,
brief;interventions in the discussion in which they will have, up. %o that’
‘pedint, only been obweervers, R e SR

-~ ' One.final word, Tae summation cannct be anything but a ver},_. :
reliminary and’ tentative type of conclusion, It will take waeks, perhaps
to in‘l;arnalizq vdml the ideas she heard befors it can bocome an

. inbegral part of the work, PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION, - - -
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_ December 7, 1968

. Dear Friends: ' ‘ .

Under separate cover. I um sending you Pert II -. THE_INTERREGUM:
Yoid aad Retrogressisn vs. Movement from Practice., In view of the fect that
it will be very easy to read, as contrasted to Part I on Hegel, 1 hope you
will forgive the long title, =specially 1 vou realize thet i1s may very well
be junked and called wmerely "Alternatives”. The "alternatives®™ to Marx end
Lenin from within the movement that calls itself Marmist awe Trotsky and
Mao; and from outgide the movement, Jeen-Paul Sartre. As you know, the
chapters on Trotsky and Sartre had been written previously and, under the
civcumstances, sete repetition is unavoldable , but T still consider that
there is no substitut2 for seeirg the draft of the book as 2 whole. I did
-not, afcer all, combine Trotsky and Mac into one chapter, first because
they are of differant historic periods; secondly, by relating each body
of thought to a specific historic period, it gave me the opportunity to
.expand the parts dealing with the objective situation. You will find, for
‘exasple, that, tha'chadter on Mag, despite the f£act that I have.written so much
on-him over approximately a decade, 1s put in @ quite new context. ecause
. he to Maccapted” As a great revolutiorary and telks zo endlessly of revolu-
- tion thet it was very important to develcpe further how that Thought ‘
tilted into is opposite -- retrogression -- and to deal with that, not just’
. politicaelly, but philosophicaiiy. . ..—' : )

- Rasra"

Here s the outline or "table of contents" for Part II

The Interregnum: Void and Retrograssion vs. Movement from Practice

Chapter I - On the Eve of World War I
A, The Depression and the Thecretic Void

B. Leon Trotsky as Theoretician

Chapter 1I - The Postwar World
AMarx's Humanism vs. the "Thought of Mao Tse-tung”
8.The Retrogressionism of Moo Tsa-tung

Chapter TTE - Sartre’s Search for a Maethod




Excerpts from the REB Miputzs of Dec. 15, 1968

. Raya reported on Part II, The Interregnum, calling atsenticn to,
the fact that this section méy be cslled Alternatives, since, though it deals
with the whole period from the death of Lenin to the Post-War world, it con-
centrats on the reflection of the probless In the theories of Leon Trotsky
and #ao Tse-tung from within the Marxist movement, md Jean~-Paul Sartre out-
side the movmement, all of whom based themselves on their own, as against
Lenin's views of the objz2etive situaticn. Chapter I has two sections,
A. EZven of World War II and B. Laow Trotsky as Theereticisn. The very
first sentence reads: "The Grest Depression kept=the world in shambles,” and
tho paragraph shows that with the Depression and the rise of Nazisw, noc in °
some "backward" land, but in the very heart of "civilized" Euxope thet
"eivilization hed evidently reached the end of sovething.” As ageinst these
developments, there wes the great Spanish Revolution but even the revolu-
ilonaries whoe were very much in it made no "apecisl category™ of 1t and,’ :
instead, bteged thely theories on the old categories of nationulized property =
workers! state. Tlhus, Leon Trotsky's theory helped disorient. the whole
' gemeration, not only of Marxists but also all of the new forces that had
tecome disgusted with capitalism.’ This then (Leon Trotsky as Theorctician)
concludes the chapter and contrasts the theory of pemmanent revolution to

Lenin's theory on the colonial and agrarian questions.’

Chaoter IY, The Post:War World, likewise hes two parts -- A. is
Marxist Humanism vs, The Thought of Mao Ise-tung. What is.especially im-
portent in this section is that, for the first time, we not only showed the
East Germzn revolt as a Workers'- Revolt starting 2 new page in history, but
we also trace the changes in philosophy. It is true_that the intellectuals
were on the sidelines only then, but something new was occurring (the only
section in English from Ermst Bloch that people can read is included in
Socialist Rumanism). The totzlly new philosophic alditions, hoéwever, are
in the section B. Mao as Retrogressionist, Although we ere including much
of what we sald befcre and even re-producing a part.on the "Cultural Revolu-
tlon”, the point is that heretofore I had been speaking of trying to work
out Hegel’s Third Attitude to Objectivity as if it applied to Trotsky.
Trotsky.stood still, theoretically speaking, and there was some moving back-
wards in anything thet stands still, but he did not build theory on it,
Quite the contrary with Mso. Beginning with 1958 and the f£ailure of the
¥Peopin's Communes", Mao began to develope the view rhat even if it "takes
a century", workers must continueé to uild that statecapitalist monstrosity.
Because he had garbed it In so much revolutionary sounding verbiage, this
didn't become clear. Everyone should read, especielly esrefully, the last
three pages of this chapter. Altkough the third chanter on Sartre will be
reworked somewhat, it is not necessary to have it in any other draft then
you have it naw, : '

FPartIll ECONCMIC REALITY & THE DIALECTICS OF LIBERATION mill
not be written uatil after the Conference we are ca2tling .Black/Red on
Januazy 12,

%
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