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GOVERING NOTE FOR CHAPT, II,,S5RC. 2 CN THE GRUNDRISAE

Deay Friendss

 Besguse to thls day thorg hize bsen na mplliah Sraarlotion '
of tho Grundriece which Narx had written in 1857-58, the difficultics
‘of wopking out a viblivgraphy are tenfold, In esagnce, however,
5¢ 1lluminates the question of raferencaesa In g wWey that could noi
te sohieveld wken I seni you Ghapter I, wlth 1ts ref~2rcneea, For
1t makes it poseibln t0 selabaorate on another question, the mors
tpportant ons of working out for ouraelvea our oOwn unique oon=-
tributions, and doing k0 golleolively.

AS 50 much else that Marx hsd written, the Grundrisce has a

totally mew meaning for our epoch than 1% hed for hils, Take the

guestlon vf the role of tne orient 'tn world clvilization, the
rolie of underdevsioped countries lu the revolutiona of our day,
vhe movemoat of history at trenaltion pointa where the future
intorgeots. the past snd present both, Merx had written the
partiouiar sectlion on other epoohs of history as slmoat no more
Eaan ™y "dslde to the guestion of the reistionship of meney t& 7
‘sapital ,or;more. sorrectly,the trensformation of mowey laotov
eepitol by way of expleitation of 1living labur, fils .ansver wss -
that, sinos man became frae Es only aswage laborer freed froy
nis"mstural¥lsboratory, the earth", he was, in fact, 2xW@ age
glave, robbed of all of his capacltles, except Just one, that
of laboring and it was necessary to see what man was 1lke before
the gloriue of capitelien .made him “"Irech, :

¥ow it happena that this 1s the one seotion-of ths Grundrisse
after a Gentury's dslsy --that has been translated and published
in Poglish under the title Pre-Capitslisi Xeonomic Formetlons,
It iz introduced by s blg-shot historien, an Fngiish Communlst,
(though I auw mot sure that he admlte $¢ his CGommunlsa)who has
exganded himself to the tume of 65 pages of his o¥n words,which
12 no mere thapn Marx's own text., He ls also &n anti~Hugedian
and sinoe it is most aifflicult t0 hoid to that stance whea
tntrodueing something by Marx that 1s as totally Hegollian as thls
15, he koeps stressing "the mystloal"in Hegel ae agalnst “the
pateriel®in iarx, By the time, however,you recach the end of
hls introduction, you find as alwaye with these Coummunisis,that
vhow he 18 really opposing 138 notl Hogel but Marx and that all of
ble adjectives of pralse for Marx was only sn order to wern the g
rerder agslnst "the sutomatlc acceplence of all Marx's conalusions®, '}

What i3 importsnt sbout this Introduction --it is by no
mesns o vulgar one but quite glaborately done with lots and lota
and lots of "mew® focts In the century since Marx wrote li=e
3a that the nisiorlan who does not heve eonfidence that the
messea can shape history without the W] gadership of the Van-
guard Party" is really lost no matter how honest and falthful
to the Marxiau precepts he might have been, 1IN B word, it takes
2 Marxist Humsnist, plus the gelf-mobilized proletsriat of our
epoch to be eble to resd Merx in a way that would prepare hinm
to make hls own contribution,
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_ The regson I am siressing the word our, both in the epoch ~—
and 1n ths aontribution wse make 1a not due to any oconcelt elth.r
¢n our part or on the part of the age in which we liva, Rather
it la due to the faot that no one, not evan a genius ne great ms
Harx, oan bé awars of all the rawrllicativns of nhis theory., Only
Pravtice can prove a theorys only buman preotice by the shapors
of nietory can reallze the potentlallties of the wnifled theory
and praotice, Thus, there was no third world on the nistoric stage
when Marx wrote zbout the Orient, To the extont to whioh thare
Weir'e new rebelllons in China, they were definltely riotPproletariat
revolutiona™, and Africs definltely was not on the scene at ull,
The prophesy of Merx et a later period, but a great deal sariler
than 1317, that the revoluiion could fi®st happen in backward
Buselz, provided it ztimulstsd a reveluticn throughout Durope,

is, of course, ours to bulld on, But, there ioc no aubstihte for
the conorete Just «8 I must edd, thers 1s no subsiitute for

theory.

br, take the question of gutomatlon, (plesse note that we will
be the first onea to translate the quintessential zection on
‘Meohlnery in the Grundriase, It will appear a8 an appendix to

" Znllosophy and Revolution).

There lg curely, in thie oase, an excesalve smount of ref. .
erencea ‘1n beoks, in magazines, in the dz21ly press, But who
ercept ur listen to what the workera esay on the queation? Merx

-d1¢, That 1s why he was unheppy with the seotlon, brilliant as
that wae, in the Grundrisse, le procseded afterward, rirat,
hiazself to take a course in Machinery, (He was vory unhappy wlth
hinpeelf, whonm he ¢glled the great-dumbkopf whonever it came to
delng anything practioal), Then, he ssked Engels to write him’
what wae aotually happsning in the fagtory, whioh strite of workers
vwere replaced by the wachine, which became "mew labor" and how was
the reslstence of the workers manifested. Thirdly, ho studisd
the factory inspectors' Eeports (the famous Little"Blue Books™),
He wag the oanly one who did, And he had immense contoots with
workers, both in the lnternational and out ef 1%, For the most
comprenepsive illustration of what conorste really mcans is to
compare the beautiful, but generalized, sectlon on Machinery in
the Grundrisse whih that which sppears 1n Capitel,

Fipally, on the qusstlon of oconomic vategeries that are truly
ohlloeophical, no chapters are better, if I may say so, than the four
Xaxnm Chapters (Vv., VI,, YII., and VIII) in Merxism and Freadom, :
If you can't reread all of them, do reread VII, sud VIII, (one
of theee days, these Chapters ahould be lssued as e sspsrata bosk),
Since the section sttached ls actually pert of Chepter II,,which
oust be read as a wanle,glus adding to it the pamphlet, State
gapiteiism snd Marxist Humanism, your refarcnces ilnclude very
nearly all of the works of MarxX., £8 you can Bgce by ny edding
the pzorhlet here instesd of ineerting 1%, as I originally thought,
with the part on €conomic Reallty end the Dlaleotles of Lileration,

1 heve declded that each part of the book must end on a curront
note. Begin Irom now on to cee the book as & whole, You now have
the whole of Part I., so take Chapter 1. on Hegel, Chaspter II. on
Marx, making the encloded part es eection 2, and moving up by

one the prevlous sgsections 2,, 3 and 4; Chapter III. on Lenln

and Chiapter IV, will be the pamghlet,
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