iay 2, 1960

Mo 'the REF (Copy to 1EA)
Dear Collozguos:

S This idmy last letter from Algonac. Next week I retura to Detroit
and frem then until thelconventien even tke prelimlinary discussions we will be hav-
ing at the REZ wi1} have so formal an alr tlhat I thoughkt it bosti e +alke-advaniage
of this day te wrile infernally of some of ghe theerstical and erganizationsl’ ques-
tionz that we will have to think about In warking out our perspectives. e

" These are times of great ctress and it in as woll, fer the time heing, that
they remzin only in the background. I note, for oxample, thatYResurrection City"h.
has beon rained eul today, the eve of Ray F."s doparture for D.C. 3ut, of course,
‘all eyes are on Fraace.. wHth the mass medla trying te convey the impression thal

. the Cemmunicts ace behird the upheaval thera, thelr _gg_unter-revalutianary role 1s
well hidden. Yeb it iu lhe Communists who made it their tusiness tc see that the
workers did nat accept the studeni effer to act jeintly., It is ths Communlsis whe
gaw Le it that the workers accepted a dislesue (De Geulle is really scwo ene te
tave & Glaiogue withl) about their grievances. And, no doubt, they will bring in
pufficient divisisns so that the anti.Degaullie unity will now be broken up between

~ these who ‘want to "Vete Ho!. rather than act Yo. Nething scares the Communists more

. than ;spentanocus revolutionary actions and power in the streets. And nothing ploases

" dg-Gaulle morve than the role of "seviorh. (What, pray, was he saviag France “from

130 years ago’ wiless it was that he was trying to overthrow the Popular front :

" Gevernment and the workers! occupationof the fectories than by the ehortive fascist ¢

" conp-te 'which he wag very cloge indeed? Or has he, by fiat, moved up hy & year

.’ the oitlreak of World Wer. TI?) And now he will have every.onse walt for Juna when

‘e will offer such {1 usory gains ag "profit aharing" and "common interests’ in .

niversity administ¥ation %o norotect France frem tho adventures ard usurpations .

of the mast hateful natuxe and mest ruinous.” The situatior 1is fluid coeugh std1l

-and ‘what i1l happen there nexs neath will change not oryfrance out the world,

© dricluding the thres critical evenis in this country: the black Tevoly, the anti-

“ Viotnam war movement, and the student Tobéllion. In order the better ts understand

thie and work out all tae ramifications, I proposg,erekuzdy Lo got away fron

then £11, and talk, instead, of seemingly abstract guestions.

) In our philesophy classes this year we did try practicing dialestices, buk,’

- unfortunately, it was only Ntheoretlcally™ whersas what is erucial is to prectlse
_dialectics politically and organizationally. Thus, some have talked too much fioea
the top ef their heads when it came to activities, and others haven't talked ab all.-
" §ihce mchions always set off reasctlons and furthar ramificatiens, no doubt talking
off the top of your head is 2 rreat deal slors harmful than keeping sﬂen@viwer-
thrdess, silence can't help the crganization grows Of the osscnce, therefore, for
our pre~convention peried iz reasoned discuszion rooted ix ob jectivity.

Bgo=centrism, it needs to be undersbood, 1s not, philosophically spesking,

a question of conceil of an individual. As an individual, Xant was not an egotist.

Writing on the ove of the French Revelution, he fought the good fight agelnst the

British empiricists; he was the first to bring beck to modern life the anclient

dialectic; in many ways ho anticipated the French Pevelution and hailed it when

it came. Nevertheless, because, philosophically the Zzo vas the judge, it was

impessible to meke any further forvard stups. xegel, who was not the liberal ‘Kant

vas, nor the moralist who relied on men of good will ("the genarsl will")to resolve
contredicticns;iugel wha, imotead, dudged hy obiective, historic develepments and
salf-movement of ideas as well as of history, snd therefore released the dislectic
from external restrictlens, and followed its movementi through to its lagical
conciusion, elicited such nou facats of the dialectic in labor as well, that

his dialectic became in fact the "algebra oi revolution! beeause it incorperated

in it, or expressed, as you wish, the Enrapés of the Tronch fovolution in place

of the Enlightenmont, which is what %ant]i¥ansformed inte melboed. - o




I shomld also add that Cfa-centriso wasn!t only a bourgeois trait, Herxts minr
spponent when he first bezan working out historical ma
for angrchism (Stirner) aad thraughout the life

stredn, whether dn Praudhon, Bakunin, ete.,ume the bigg ,tho building

of 5 révelutionary proleterian movoment., If thers ig anything we learned fron

the crimes of Stalinism is that the cownter~revelution within the revelution is
fax the mosi dangerous since it ramain Ve alrasdy finished with

the zlass snemy. Potiy-bowrgeois egoism is Lhe bein of existance of the novement

whan 1t Is young, small 4n mumber, isolated from the magy movemeat which is the

only thing that cen diseipline the petty-bourgeois revelutionariss. I thers is

anything harder for such a revoluticnary than the proverbial camel through a
needlats cre, it 1s sglf.diseipiine. '

"Brery beginning must be made fronm ths Absoluto,! wrota Hegel, And if ever
anything saunded fantastis, abstract, nonsensiecal, incerrect and mest cortainly
insppiicable to Marxist enalysis. this sue spike .the sontencs that woulg
win the prige, until w= World War I he Harxist leaders 1ined up
‘bebind the Kalser. It wasy Lonin giscovered ir
" pilésophy.: Tt was alss th 11 gl
V?-'éaping in mind the example I gave ths ciegs of & gen ]
. Just thet-othat 35 ta say, the realization By a worker that 1t isn®t just his

~ foreman or hic buddy's swervisor or Lhe boos named Joe but that 1t s.a .
weepitalint class cha'racteristic-,. RY¥Ado bRy quotation from Zenih tha Eppears
‘on'p.d5 of the Lecture lotes of n@outline avout the Tormation of ghdtyract ,
;not.iﬂ‘n‘s-b B . I

-

o [

©o . Now At isa't only for.the study of Hegel or even Harx ard Lenin that

o "beginning from the Absolute! instead of the ediate situation before you
-is a necessity. It 4s'for our gveryday ectivities. Stmewhore dean-Paul Surtre
as a quite brilliant apd correct axpression about ravelution being Ma daily
prgg@i_;gg i lwiinated by theory, " Practice that a while,
gallay proofy. of Capital and suddenl

! 0 adition", like a whels blg fat absslute, o notlon, THE FETISHISK

OF GOMMODITIES, rdght there, in the very. first chapter; on that simple most
- everyday thing, a cemmedity, And what hapg 8 from 1857 when it was wrltten,to
1515 when Lenin reads the Science of Logic,ag » OVery Marxist brings it dewn

to size;’ his nérrow, simple Molass struggle” size rather than tha FREELY ASSOCIATSED
IABOR as only onee capable of ripping the fotish away from that littie product of
labor, Lordy, how many times)( must wa retrace our steps, and make generalization
-about that which is already past and therefore sveryone agrees with it, only in
order, at the very first erisis the individual expariences, to have the whols
dialectic, not to mentign simple human relations batwsen comrades, go by the
bourd and the egotist is off, rambling like an idioti

0.k, lotls try again, Letls try it closer to hong; though it may not be
within yowr individual experience, 1t is neas snoigh teo test yourself, The year
is 1953, which, as against the Tformally correzt date 1s the real (in
the Hegelian-darxian sense of rational and quintessen oaking point of the
state-capitalist tendency. I Jdon't know how many have reread these May 12 and
Hay 20,1953 letters on Lhe Absolute Idea that T asved all to read for the
philosoply lectures, 2ut 4n any case somo of yow exporienced that bresk we made
fron Johnson. Heretofore we huve stressed bha% t.g great phillesophic brozitthrough
wasfﬁtranalat.ing" fegeol's analysis of sAbsolute Mind as cortaining 2 movement ’
Lrom practice. This, nf cowrse, remalns historically true, and 1t rerains
truc in practice since both S4B & IETTERS and MARKISY A5 FRETLCY ware loundcd

on that principls, - Lo
| 14634




3~ : "

' : ‘ (on that abstract abstruge Absoluie’
New, Lawever, I wish to show how these 1: O] antiedpa b , 0,

the fature of both big ovents and the ostabplishment ar Correg unvience.' or, rhoreA
precizaly put, disanit influence the og bablishment of ., allampted workaers!
and thus led to breakus, As you know, 1953 wpa a very eventful year which becans

higtorde, £irst, on Hareh' 5th, when Stalin diua, Satuaan thas
hietorig turning polat, Juss i7, &

on May 12 and ey 20,1953, T wag

the’oreticr_llly Irom Johnson, anl when

intarpretation of Hegel and snother

Je hed writhan his notes on

ility of any actions withiy g totslitar
wWere gtill rpecting rovelution at laas
Dialactics M35

freadom out o onge
greut masges,  u A month later -
urther ta Soncretisve thig too

¥ ‘ As’you 821 k
P TERS aeded befg:p‘e we

| douldpraciise bath theo x One final mumnk
‘on the question of theory is the fact that, just

&8 the movement from pract 4 be not only t, theory but to & pey sbciegz
.80 ths movamant from theory wan not orly to practice but as "the medizting agenth :
of & naw secisty, . . :

h to practice
onal matters, T
oW actually de g0 o a face us at the
(1)the working out of Pap
the draft; (2)confront
University and the pen

he moment ip "Redurrection Citytn will be this summer,
“on the one hand, and 5 hew edition of Hack Ma L, on the othar hand,
enly reaton I do not list the anti-Vietnam war movement iz that T take fer granted
thz.diu be central + torking out political berspestives. By the time we me_et}
tie Democratic and Republican Sonventions will have been held and we will gee
whther the horrible Sholce Wil ence agsin narrow down to ﬁlixon-iﬁxmpru'ey and the
horrors of elstionship to Vietnane ~-there surely will be lotnams if that
Instead, Jotlg sobtle down ta gome ":;crioiis:wss, labor, patience,
suffering of the nozabives videh 1s the only way te produce seme vory paesitive
reirolutionary rosulis, .

Yours,

Faya

"




