Jan.29,1968

Alifanre Roberts:- |

Pleace forgive me for noi sommontinz on“Centradlietisn and (ver-
determination® by Louis Althusser which you were kind onough to photo offset for me
last summer. At Cirst the deley was due to tho fect that I hed no shance to read
ti wosay as I was precccupled with my new boskein-progres, Phd)onophy and Revalution,
Then, when I firally did got to read it, I was .go disappointed by the writings of a
men who had so long besn built up as an "original thinker, a new young French '
ohilosgphert that I could not gat myself to writc. Two very difforent type of avents
proept this ietter, One is the fact that Louis Althusser has since becoma a
lodder of pro~maoist trend within the French CP, or at least has so scared tha
Central Comaittes with his inflvence over young sivdents und the posslbility thaty
wheress an outsight Maoist vparty' falled to gst much of a following in France, a
¥aoist position that has a philosophic Althnsserien turn mey speak gufficlently in
Franch? a8 to wia & following and split their intellectual periphery, Lhat they have
told hin thet,wheress he mar centinue his "specialty®{frexdon in puraly abstract
discuseions), he may nol m@dle in poulitics,

. Thu secons, and, to oo, the more important reason for this note

is youg that 1s to say, your continulng many-sided study of Marxism that 1= very
obvicusly not narrowly faastional. Olge has told me abzut the latasi material you~
_ordored, (. She has sent you my dotes for Lzwictes on Lonin's Philoessphic Notabuoka
-and the Aserican Worker pamphlet and I harewith enclose my 1946.47 articles on the
Hatare of ‘the Russian Sconomy, but I de not ’have Johnson's 1541 Resolutien, nor for
© that mstter, mny own of the:.suma ysar with. ite same title njussia Is A State. o

i :c:’g?'rlist. Soolety". But since this 1s 1968, not 1941, I think it 18 important to -
q move and- I find out that you de not have my piece "Harx's Humunism, Today", I o

“ will send you a copy. . It 1s important, paf tively and "subjactively" sirce
4% aldo aabwors the question of Pumenism Po which the tranelator andfor editor’ o
“of Altnusser's srtivle makes coné snide remarks. kho waa the translator—.CLR vameaf);

New then the Althusmer asasy, tha very title of which I found intel-
loutuslly abhorrént becsuse it was vulgarly economist desplte all its pretense
to & non-sconomist approach, not to montion the fact thet the word ltself, .
ovsideternination, has Freudiin origins. Remember that Marx attacksd not anly
sccromists and vulgar CommunistsBut alse "sbstract materialisto® (natursl aciontists, ;
in a word, all thuse who did not appreciate in full the meaning of fiistory, as past, -
as present, as future; hishory, not as Althusser nndratands as “the rua of History..
through the multiform wurld of the auwerstructure”(p.32), but Histery in liarx's
monme of people, workers shapiing history, rasolving ccntradietionshin 1ife and not
only in thought, and thoreby dsvoloping the milti-dimensional in Man. Althusser,
in typically intellectualist fashion, is too preoccupled with "infrastructurelsuper.
structire complex!(p.31l)to be able to listen, much lass hoar, the Subject, {an hime
gelf, ihat he, tharefore, tells the roader to grapule with is dogmatism-anti-
dogmatiem, and that cnly ag those above interprot 1t, and thus he nsver confrants b
living strata balow unless it is an something to draw out your plty. But Xarxz
didn't speak anly of Ycold, hunger for his poor workor!, as Althuaser would
heve: tho distinguishing, distinctive mark of varxism as against all other, all
other--gacialists, comaunists, uboplane, anarkidsis, syndicalists-.azs that the
worker was a thinkinc human being, e creative moulder of history~e''vorking, thinkir
fighting, blesdinr Paris—almost forgebtful, in its incubation of a now saciety, of
the cannibals at its gates—eradiant in tho unthusissm of its hislcrie initigtivet®

S50 heavily deoss r.lthusnur'} antietegellanism weigh him down, prey upon
Wim, that it takes him 17 pages out of a 21 pago article before he over gets down
to the subjoctematter, much lese tho living subject, at issus. e then attributos
to Engals (to Engels who said that there would have bean not'acientific sociglism”
had thero been no Hogelian philooophyl*)a break not only with tho "degollian prin-
ciple of explanazticn oy salf-consolousness (Ldmology). but alse with tho ilegelimn
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Tanains to be elaboratedn Wit hes i to 1, explorations
of Mara apg fngele? 1 can i i tc a footnote at

L~

this point 15 ¢ rofersnce to Lukacs,

"o be precise, it constitutes but gne Bontsnco of tie Tootnote; ¥t 1a
& whole chapter (if T had the it rovaals the
ught that

ne one &xcept

santancen

Phllosophy, saen
ACS wanted to absolve

posed, poorSr TiTst, the 1ittle sonjunct
. Oppesed, TieldeMiterature and
genoral * byt Yory Spaadfically
u5 ahniyalag what ;_ot
"Eong bafore '
‘Toota e G
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8hat, though it
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» (The most famous chipter of Gesohbehte ung : "What Ie Crthodoex
" Marzism?t hex receatly been Trenalated into Eaglish; International Socialimm,
" Spring and Sumzer 1966) . - ‘ :
: L C Stalinist

Secondly, and crucially, note the gra.tuitouz/amlgam-bu_ﬂding in the
" S5immal and - Whatever thage
it 1o g faot that
™ nearly gz half century,
is8t! not g 8ingle grain of their

the essays whizh constituted his

im under “talinigt

ism, i aro remonberad,
hic Yerrersn, but bacauge he dared, fer 4 -
Hungarign Revolution. to asacciate himself with 3%,

Above all, what iz it that Althusgar roally P?Ei‘g th his
0

pkrase Uguiity iogolianism!; pe doesn't hothep to explain hy 0cause he ign't
30 much interested in attaciing Sr. Lukacs as ne ia 4n attacking Harx!g
oz alianisny, Oh, how Hegel hg 8 apologists for the State. T ghail not
evede the most burning 1saue”, concludas Althnmsany, i1t seoms to me that either
the whole leg £ Ysublationt' myst be rejected, or We m

to explain how the proud and gen

reysion with aush resiznation; how ik Party ¢

4 Coumunist 1eagay could order thom, "(p.3%) Poor ilsgel, he now gots blamed fop
Stalin's crigeyy The logic of sublation, that ig to sa2 ¥y, tha dialectic of
tran:rcandenco, is to lead us,.not to fraedom, byt to whitewach of Russian statae
capitalism; au + 3 it doesn't ag it surely cantt and wan't, thon, dirm: wo must
"drive this pha : o the night"(p.BS}F «lo doubt Mag will help Althusser

de just that; but ;ax won't,
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