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Coaor Crulse O'Brient's briltiant artiele (NYR, 12/21) does
Mush both to correst he ons=aldod proas sovorage of ths tragedy of
' AoUs reasoniag by aulogias, tHp, 0'Brisi
tas hurned away atractiona about "Federatioan” Vi,
"Balkanization » Ve "triballimin”, and lsid bare the
ugly Moality of Horthem antr=dorinated, hag-colonialist Nigeria
whore mome 30,000 Ibes woere masaacrad last July and two oillfon more
driven baek to ths Eaatorn Region only to be invaded vy genecidal.
minded "Podoral troops ssen after the fegion declarsd 1tg independence
i the Repuhiic of Biafra, Just bofore the fall or :
I rvapeivad g lattar fron a-friend there who Lfully confirmg
Mr, O!'Brion's statement that% Por the Ibvos,
]

ddaol al abatrastions, bu
The U:fiar 0 »

£ thet lotter hmd

fﬁtubhn t8m5 of the July 1966 maags2ese he had

ganlser in the Middle 1, and barely escaped with la 1ife, . Thig
{punghman'in his later twentlea, though an Ibo, tad not previcusly
ived in ths East Reglon. Yet he new wrotes "I shall never AOVE Olte
silde che Bugteyn Reglon so long as I Mve." Thiz lottor is TEpPrOsane
tative of what had hoen ilgerien nationalism, . _ .

» howsver, wust Mp, 0'Bpion turn'the-tragin situation intao

.« . Why
& virtuous one .by tranafortdvg ths ferce compulaion to secede inte

85111 another abstraction ==~"Now that they (the Ihos) htave in very
Sruth formed a nation on their own soll under the Progsures of history"
==audpit the Ibo "nagionh agalnat thae "mystiqus of tigeriy" gs. 4f
Nigerian nationalism wag only something Zha ILla "fuyarted" in the
¥87 - "The ingny", Stos Mr, O'SBrien, "is that the wyatigue of

s undor widoh they ave now being arushed, was in large part

n oreation, The 4bos were once proud to call thomselvesn
Nigorian nationslisss although th
though at that time~~gome years berf
thought in such termg, ?

Now, 1t i3 true that the Ibos wore in tho forefront of the
strugale for the froodon of Nigerin from British ifuperialism, . They
began that strugale for the freedom in the 1930'a, not in the 195014,
In the full tradition of African nationatism which had slways baeen
unlvorgalist, ¥namdi Azikive (2ik), who can rightly be called the -
Tather or Mperian netlonaliasm, at first conderamod territepial natione
alism, Whether hg pPropagated fop Migerinn indopendence rrom his
98lf'=oxile in Accyra in 1935, or from Lagos (1937 and tharenfser), the
aplelt that antmatsd boih nls activity and the Papors ho founded was
that which he fipst comprehensively expressed ia his boolt, Henazoent
Afrdoa-~the freedeu of the contino Afrdea from uropean colone

ionalism was not lost whoen the
crugerle made it hecessary
to conduet the actual strugzles within the "national" boundrieserccted
br Western imperisliem, And it did not chuuge %ts charactor when,
Irom an $dog propagated by small groups orf intellsctuala, Afrigan
natlonalism boew o a maasg wmovument, Thig 1g eopecially true of Bigoria
whore Zik, from tho start, corocentrated his attention on the multie
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orial militant youthfl the new goneration that, undor the impact of
Wordd Var II, wanted "freedom now", By 1945 a new rorce~-organized
laboreesweps unto the historis stage with a genoral striike, Of ail.
the loaders of llgerian nationallsm, including the Yorubas woo pra-
fsrrad “oultural nationaliasm" and reglonalism, iik alone caire out in
support of the general strike, thereby impurting a new, a proletarisn
quality to his ligorlan naslonallam, Ho ab once bvoame a natlonal
ksro, . Newdless %2 usay, 1t was not beaauza ke alone or the Ihos as a
Wwhole "inventog" Wigarian naticnailsm, The truth is both ldesy maglical
and more poweriul, Tae alignment with labor dizclused a new unifying
foroe in Nigerlan nstionalism present wituin tho solonial entity
aeilead Nigerin, .

Although only & few Northerners had partinipated in the general
sctrike, 1t vas the begiming of a Nigeriza uationalist novement in o
the North, one not led by the consorvatives only in ordeor to gpposd

m! 14 gant P Scuthern® natlonsliem, butone leod by Horthern militenta. 1t
was slded in its work by the faet that one page 2f Zikts puper wasg
wpitten In Dause., IC waa, neturally, not a question cnly of language,
.but of tho mationalism propagated in that languago~~a natlonsiisn
"thay opposcd both Britiah joperialisa and thelr cwn ruling olsas, Ib
is tive that Higerisn nationalisn in the North sevor had ths mass .
_support it kad in the Soutk and especlally the Bust., It is true that
whan the Yorth "as a whole? embraced "nationaliasm® it was only bo- .
quuge 16 wae sure thet 1 was ferored by Sritish imperialiam to be’
the ulers of an " ndependsnt' Higeria, and that, onge in powoer, Zik

. worked hand in glove with Balowa to <deny demccrnocy to the Mldwest, -
o ths Yorubas. It 18 not true tbat that i= all there was ta Nigerian-
‘natienailsy, One evert of my 1962, trip te Nigeria stands out espuo= .
1ally in my mind--a mass »ally called by the Hational Trades Union
Congress, tas Nizgerlan Youth Congruss and %has Legos Tenants oouncll
‘to protest the governmentts sustority hudget. The apsaker who gct
the bipggest applouso waa a Hausa youth who described thesonditions

of 1ife and lubor of the talakawa (peacant masses) in the HNurth whore
conditicns were "no different than when we ware u aclony® bacause

row, ‘with 2ik's belp” the stranglehcld of Your emlva® over the
telnknwa is anointed as "nationalisn’, “"What wo nesd®, he concluded,
s a real revolution, e need to get rid of the scoundrels in
Parliament.” '

T+ 15 tpuo that, along with the "new” military junta in Lagos
(who now got &id also from Russia) British imporialism wants Nigeria
intact for what Marx in his day called "order mongering’ purponeas,
Tt is-not true that neo-colonialiam omerged out af fiigerion nationale
iam, The truth is that by the 1950's tho Uold Yar had reached the
shoves of afrien and the global conflict betweon tho two nuesleur
titans af'fested drastically the charccter not only of Migerian natlon-
ailam but the whole of Afxrlean nakionalism, Up to the Cifties, even
when a founder 1like Zik moved away from the high point reached in
19),5-48 and began to play ths game of nationaliam according to the
ruleg set by DBritish imperlalism, shls did not alfect the Zikist youth -
movement which continued to funet’-n without him, Indsod the revolue
tionary activivy at first intensificd so0 Shat when tho Ziklst move-
went wes bannod by Britist imperiallam, it simply renamad itsoell the
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. ?x*&edom Movemsnt and sontinusd its alrug:le against "all forrs of
aydalinm ang for the establishment of e free sociallst Republle .
oF Higeria, f£igbting in and eut of parliament, smployiug non~vielang

ravolutionazry toctiocs,

.. By the end of the 19501z, on the othen hand, the pull of the
objootivo forees (both of “he vertex of Lha world markst snd the naw
stage of imperfalist strugelis. for world mastery politicslly) became .
irrasiatible $o ths nationalist leaders who moved auny from ASPOTIw }
dompe on the spontaneity, the solfenotivity of the mansen that hod

Radn goliuijpal indspendenive a peallty, end, lnatead, bagun "chosing R
aides”s="thz Tagt" or''the West"ee~as o substitute for tha deepening of I

e e et st i e - IR

A m i ————

the' Afpican Revolution, Undey the clreumstancas, to date the movae
wonut fer Higerisn independense to the Fifties ig aot only an historieal
- dnaseuracy, vut, what 1z Lar woras, v linds us to the historical -
- Adatinghioe batween tha indopendonas movement"is Roason" end 1%a i
" - Patvescion 1a%o 3Loto powsr, and theraby malea 1t fmposuob le to L
. - dFse any "lessong from hiastory for-soday, which was,; rightly, ¥r. G'Bxiex'}
.. precooupation, - o i

B

PR 'J.‘k:.am has rlways boen a dlmiiam in "the prassurez of hi"atdrf”"::-;
“and Ak will not do to aovar up this dualism vith phrascs 1ike in very

“brugh® ‘and’ "en ‘thelp own e0l1l,”  In soming to the support of Biafyaws
. and ‘werld opinten miat be nobilized to stop the alaughter and the "
roouwing of the Ibans 4in the nams of o non«existont "Nigerion nation",
A1 the nome. of Ygpdap nongering™--lot?y not, for haaven's soke, ale=
.. vate ths new natlon of Biafra o where we forget that it i1s a retroat, .
- & NoBe@sary, an imporative retreat, but » roireat neversheleas, and
- 0ot 8" vivtory for Africen natlonalism, tor ths African Hevolution
Jbat remains unfinighed, .

Datrolt, Hioh, nya Duneyevalays -
Decomber 19, 1967




