' - ' March 13, 1967

To the Datreit Hews & Lattere Committee]
Daar Friendsy

‘Ingtead of walking for the reguisr meeting night end talking with you
collsctively, I want te addrexs jou by wail, indtviduslly, in order to discuss
ik you the vary unwsuel nnture of the‘.t!mozeticnl'euhforqube we are plagning for
Sunday, Mareb 19 s= 2 PM, which would last through to sbout 7 PM, with a break for
sardwiches which wa wiil gerve right chere.

‘ Bversors vho §s » Horxist~-Humanlsk knowe that we conyider working
Feople not only to be the motive foree of history, tut also the sovree of all theory,

- The pau is tha: News & Letiers considers thst the "souree" must become
the "subjeet™, zhst 1s to say, the actual shaper of cheory,

. ‘Before 196G and the African Revoluticns, the Nayro Revolution in the
United Jotee, the yeuth revelts in Japan as well as in Berkaley, the Humanist trends
in Bistorn Burupe, this goal of uniting thtory end practice vas just a goal. I am
saying ‘tiis wich-full swaxenass of tha feet that we certainly didn’t oce as if it
; 981, 103tead of tha: actual prasties. The whole mestod by which wo wrote
Z e is pracf that we did congider not oniy our memberes, but also
SyRpatidizevs,as MLF 1tself phraes:z ft, “cowuuthars of the book", ‘
Cc.o 0 .. -Neverthaless, the theory was 80 JAWY overvhelwingly concerned with
.- 'woxkars in production that the soecalled strictly philosophie parts in relationship
“to Bégel wera 2 very seali poition of it, This is 4ntirely reveraed with the new
* " bomky. and sspecially se in the part called "Jhy Hegel, Why Now?® which is the
-subject’ for discussion at.our conferencs, :

X

ool 1f, therefore, we are to ‘establish scoething so new that was {mpcssible
(b_-.l_oauu of the ditferermse in the naturs of the objactive epoci in which Harx and
Laniu lived) for the founider of the Humanism of Merxism ta carry threugh, then, in

| turn; we must. show our sariousmess and actual action by our apprcach to this con~

feraace, What I%m tryfing to say is that jt is vaczasary to ba prepared fayr it
Ee2h- by reading. a3 much as possible before we meet) and by making sure as to our

~_apility to .psrticipate fully in the actusi working out of cur philesophy by not

“bulez Eired that day,

So, if you're going to have & very hot time the Saturday before, make
sure you get ensugh slesp Sunday moreing before you come to the conference. Algo
1 you oring any friends with you, they must know that it fante Just an ordinary
meeting == gnd 1f they are serious atout 1deas, the ideas of freedom that will
make all the differeace in the struggle for freadem, then thay alco mupt be willing
to break with the capitslistic manageriasl type of mind (if wind you can cali {t)
that thinks only the educated do the thinking and the reading, snd the allegedly
unaduceted do thz listening, 1f we are truly to shape history this sttitude must
be done away with and the syupathizers should know that this is one of our goals,

I will have an opportunity te see you, now that I'm back, at the
meiling this Thursday night, and we can then talk infornaliy about any of the
problems that arise in your mind, both in relationship to the conference and in
reiationship to the book as a whole,

There will also be, as you no doubt know, a public meeting on China an
the last day before I leave for my tour == Thursday, March 30, For thess you have

in mind to invite to that meeting you should discuss the corference that will precede
it us well as the Thursday, March i3 meeting, which we are sgaln propasing be one
jointly with rhe REB, Looking forward to seelng jyou ail, , .
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