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: 0ct.20,1966
Sear Jugens: : .
Your lettar of the 17th on my osmay on state-capitalism is hoth
"rIght™ saad Swrang,® The quoatailon merks avound the words, right and wreng,
iz to dencte that they are it eithar in content, but some of the quesiicns -
acked havo hat yeswno quality, For exumpls, you ask where the state oapitalist
theory pames from, and, bossuss, you and othe ‘new™ pecple have come to it o
from Marxist-iawsnien( which you eorreatly ses as more important), you think
that it 1e this melhadology I must firat exnledn, Now, aotvally Harxist.
Dewasdsn is & adsthodelogy which avery single one will bs sble to "une® wil}i
firat come to be g%g Pallosuphy and. Revolution is completed, that is to say,
when the Absclute ides 4s reed "meterialistioally® and creatively devaloped
in the menne: in which Murx did o negativity. ‘

Thie doesn?t: mekn we do nothing until that wew book is acmplotad,
Ql:iht!ncm,nnitemt!ut.lwﬁlgimwutho of states
capitalist thaory in the crusisl epach 154056, and wou gve how that led
te Hnrxist dwanism, not vioe versa. You will alsy sve what 1o paint Wy
shisative compulsion, =

Newe them, in 1939 when, first the Hitler.Stelin Paect and thon

WW I1 Atsalf trousht no change abow’ in Trotsky's ponition of "defend the

Savist Union, &8 workers' siste, though degenirate”, the contradisticn betwoen
me&wmmtmammuwummmtmsldtw R
leniniss that hadn't bsen transformad inte its opporite, Stalinism. I TEMTtar
vlearly that, I falt absolutely naired, theereticaily rpeaking, and diddn't know
how to. ders oriticize "The Kan of October' and yet oouldn't help but do so,
&3pesially sinae I kad so little an opinion of intellestucals, leadars,
politiscs thut I didn't trust &ny of these catngorier to undertake it; only
the astivists vho must ccutinue their sotivity somehow will do it, '

X read or rexssd for the mllilenth time Lenin's State and.

added 2 pages and esid, more or less: if tlds is reveiution, ocy and
prastice, and 65 Laniniets we think. so, then what is in Stalin’s Russisz 1s
ao0ts ‘on the contrary,it iz whet Ienin desoribed as Prussian state.capitalism,
At the sane time, CL3J, who had mors theorstical vackground, said: hare 15
m;;g, this i what 4t says ocapitalizm i5 and T claim thia is what is in
Russia o pdditically, it is "fageist," Faoh, indepondenty did chose the
same title for their contributien, YRuseda Is A State Capitalist Soclaty,.t

. While Y was studying the "materisl bage" of Ruspis through the
Five Year Flange-I bslieve it wes the snd of 1941 whaa T zot together with

CLAJ and else reed & new book, son and Rewslut by Herbert Harcusa,

The Iirst part on Jsysl moant nothing to me tien, but the second part whiech
dealt with Marx's Early Esssys opened & new world ts mg, Since I was vary, very
salf=conzcious about my nob nowing phailoasphy, I dddn't 8211 a soul I wes
reading thoes in Russian, and irmediately applied them to Ruusia, { Indoed,
thoagh'labor and 2oeisty" wes part of the Russian thesis I hnd worltad aut

oither in 1543,6r even earlier since the economic part was cowpleted in 1942,

it wvas only in 1947 during the sowcaliod Ivbemim period hetwaas 17 and Swp

when I was in Burope that I received a letter from CLRJ which said they found
the plwca, thought it vperfeszt" and wwra only ohanglop the tranclation to #4%
the one Grans was doing directly from the Germmn text for s speoial bnlletin,
and wera golng to publish it in onc of thess bulletins, )

ANl this re philesophy I would call "pure! instinet on wy part,
that iz to say, I knew my class striggle, ro I aluays begen with lebors Iine
"economlon' (CAPITAL) so I stuck to the lzder theory of wlus, and, then,
conoretely, noncretaly, conaratoly, on step et a tino, and & vory slov step
at t-at, I moved inte philosophy, shocked that all this had never boen hraught
to my atfention though a1l ny 1ife I had bsen & Marxist revelutionary, and
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1t fivei then dawned on ae that I had never heard LT sty a aingle word elther of
Harx's Enrly Esssys or of Lemin's Philosophic liotebooke; in a word, 1t hed weant

- 'Amth:lnc t.o him, much lmn to the ...ittle aplzend,

It wae *.m],vr in 1947 that p‘xiloscphy becaan imzortunt and It was

1950 befora I fell aneugh confidoane 4n myeelf to undertala the tranalatien

of Lanin's W farmthe hablic!, (Neither SWP norxtdiecrimx
Rusaian Inptituds Tniversity to whon T offared them thought then
Axpootant. ancugh to vndertaks publicaticn,” '

1947 was the ysar I wee in “rcpo and tried to got. & held of Wil
Treotakyliut dissddmtnl Chaulisu weomod to ba the best £ind and [ thought he

" xnow podlosonhys But he dida?y lmow Hardan ezonmies and, i1 any oass, refused .

out of pride or whet rot to change hir positior on "tarcausratic sollectiviexW,
though he clsimad to ba the exsot vpposite in his views o theso expeunded

%7 Shaehtosn; It vas a fant, cf coursc, thet there were no sommunicatiors

or ralations ¢f any sort during the war, But this wes postewar and darivg ws
called for, of which Chaulien had w11, Then I camo to ingland and Tony CLiffy

‘he wia suchk atpureuceionist that he diintt oven wish to use the sconvmic tablies

I had advsady surked cut Somd yaars back on the Rugulian econcwy; instuad, he

- went, to bourgeois sowzes. Basides whish tho preponierant slement in his mind-

mthe "mkmrdzms of the Ruzsi.a.n aconcmy, of the Rumian prs_ata.rmt.
Yt 34 wonld o Anacrroct o say thit thay (GATF, Teuckim, and )

. voudd oppose, or not recognire at this Yain dete, the importence of dowcentrelisw. ..

tion of powar, state power,. No, I bolisve they seo that; cnd s politisce they

" sda Mooikers? control of production” as eseentfal and would therafors "faver 45N

sand henee the Workers' Couneils 4n Huasmary. So did the SUP, (though net the
Fowrth International!) The point by 1956.howavm~. becams TUE WIDLE MAN, THE
WIOLE MAN, THE wHOLE MAW, To "scfuse t1 rscognice tho Thmenims of Marxien :
mot only a5 the quintwsential rut ap conorele msani 4o cut your thrott.
theorstically speaking, which is what fthoy have dona., |,

{ .-a‘hich rausinds me,

do ot Ioz'garb the deadline next week for your tolumn td b on the Hungarian
Ravalutlon, 10 yu.ru sfter; and alao bying in its affechs on thoss intellectuals
who hardly mention it in Emstern Durepa, but nevarthelbss were fread by 1t,

83 witness Suolalist fymaniem,)

Whan warkers? resistance is ot only to nermz but to ideclogy in the
true Marxian sense of false conseiousness, then e hzve what we nave had evinr
sinae the BAst German Revelt., Tha exciting part there, insofar as the moving
together of thecry and practice is concerned, ls the pericd bLetween March »m
23 vhen Stalin died, ¥ay 12 and 20th when I wrote the ideas on Absolute Idem,
starting the yery next paragmaph afier Marx breke pff his critique of the
Hagaelian Dialectic in- Ph*lgsapl'g: of Mind swithout ever knowing thit this wns
whar'e Marx had stopned in 1A%, and the actuel revelt, Juna 17th, Thoze are
ths erunial datez historicaily,

Factionally, I have aot to this day a clear view of what the hall
happoned to CLRI those May days vhen I wrote the latters, when Grece away frem
his direct domination in IA had maid thosez letlbors vere tho equivelant for

us it lenin's dotes ware in 1515, and when he sent word I should stick to
“wmtion" as he returned to Fngland %o expand "arinors, isnegades and
Cagtawmys® into a study also of Dickons and Shakesposyro (so help ma),

o here wo arae in 1965 and it 5 the "irs" time I have written up
the state-capitalist thmory as T have beceuns, for the first time, 10 waa not
anly that, philssophlcslly, thare nus heen great development, but to recognise
that,when indspendently one comes to theory of astate-capitallisn, as Tsushima
did, it simply answers no quastions &t all unlegs it io one of & plece with .-
philosephy. And you %he youth have the advantage of starting whers we "ond,"




