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STEHARDSHIP OF LEADERS
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Introduction: Qursslvec and Eistery |

b . (The disoussion the past two days has been carried with an aimrenass

;being founders:of Marxist-Hwmanism, though this is. our 10th anniversary,
L Ty ET A v el end N&L Committess) -
o) tActually we 'are 12 yoars -old'ainW tern in 1955, but,
weraoforeed into’the split of what had been @ united state=cepitelist
b _ th ‘our political and phiioscphia  views
e ding of MIF 4y 1957 .‘.?;—;nglingoutof o
Yous - cont: of. isis apd uniquely ours . !
o onr age, it is currect to speak of our 10th . .. %. -
#03edly: true as. concarns the stevardship of leadership,
ourge, we are & great deal older because,
10 1941 with the ' alaboration of the state-cepitalist::
Lang 'the theorétical bresk.with: both' Commumnism and: 4
*Legs arall, ough-mors crupial -histor it iy <11 "the ¥ 953 and™s
my Letters ion w9 ™ baclute Idea", but this will not be fully clear, oven to
- \Fygelt, “till the book, PHITOSOPHY AMD REVOLUTION is completere.c..emuma.....’

@ i sy s S

It is.this, precisely this, which brings us right back to
c-the awareness of being founders today because we will

working this outias an org anization)and not just individually,
R ' " not, ‘only '

- 7 - [Hevertheless,we lﬁve/‘ﬁo give an accounting of oursolves
both for the last year and the 10 years before then, but alsoc must placse the
whole question of leadership in a historic framework; it is not an easy question

- to answer, ) - -
" . ; @ at the very start of Marxism with Kapl Marx,
tho\t'ornder) siithono 85 following at the moment, -and Ia Salle, a follower
- of sdwts.and heading the first mass organization in Germany, the question:
= arosc~-and I am .not referring only to the nerger of the Iagsallesns and
Disenbachists which Marx eriticized so fundementally in Bhe Critique of the

St —

- Gotha_Program , but not publicly and not in order to stop the merger,

. L [ I em referring to what adherents thought of leadership,
alvays leaning toward the man who zould prove “success" in organization so that
those grost wmequals ~-Kerl Marx and Fordinand lassalle were given equalVstatus!
in the Gorman Social Democracy, and this became a contributing factor to its
collapse; and, before then, half unconsciously, the reason for the indepsndent
riso, in 1903, of Solshevism or what is known as Lenints theory of the party,

,/at the birth of the Russlan Revolution , whon
theory and practice od in one man, lenin, &nd was further complicated
with the acquisition of actual state power, Lenin,toc, in the early years,

]

felt overvholmed by an OVERPOWERING CONTRADICTTON: A ttsrarg
[3n_the one hand ) he folt
ha

that not only were the ranks more rovolutionary than ¢ eadersiip, but .
the non~psrty masses more revolutions han thoe party «.and all thls demanded
that ho operate on the principle that
“the work of the Party must™he’ chécked by




o that, but for the very thin laver of "0id
_;ﬁ-_Bo]?%l;_ey;.jcg’; ’ x _lﬁ’.;:'g;rolution may Ecoll_apse.'_, (.Se_l.'.'ﬂcs.VolDC.-. P )

N .-"f.‘ - Now, luckily or vnluckily, €520 we face neither the historie
‘ \co:;tr:adiction‘ nor the -historiz opportunity, : e
A RO - Wit .. But placing the problem of leadera
£BALiH B toricdly vas, not: ‘diversionary; it was to give us an appreciation of
vEho ptistiet e blamiof Leadership .of a historic ‘terdency, and £t the same
\ 'Ir\ B i 'y u -——-—_L.
“time Yo huve ajirame of ‘raference ﬂ,a-the,s,pecif‘ic‘:d;scussion of the stewardship
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whon'wa FLEL tiet In, 1055, o dsliberately avoided having anything = -

o493 'with ‘ele'cti;in:;.‘_'-'-,Tov'zasﬂu_!:hv;thé‘.'.d,bnﬂnuanéa of a workers' paper we even
rpadd }t‘o},-’,th@f.hs‘b".(#?'.1_955_)15511_3 of Correspondence when the alleged Yownmert
tookiadvantage. of the nly to ‘walk off bith the name,of the paper -
¢ bui’ als Logrefus ay, the bill since the worker~sditor was not/ihis"
“tond *&About- tho only change we made in 1955 was to ote for two
. Workersed FE"BMnee it is 211 90 well-bstdblished that for many a person,
‘ workers ineluded, 4 split is an exouse to get out of the movement altogether, *
‘(And 3t ie indesd good that we did so for the white worker“did sooh - leavo us, )

1 \T_Ea pro}:g_]_:g_r.n_"‘;gu to strengthen the centrs —-and Saul, Johnny and Inez
~— Wate asked to-leave NY and come to Datroit. If you will look at your
Constitution, you will see that it is dated 1956, and it-is then we first
elocted our leadership, and it was sctually not bofore 1957 whon MaF {oo was
completed that we first knew who were our founders since in '56° we merely
assigned that work, and it 4s only -®58 that the Constitution was finalised,

. . Lihe prinelples established were simple:@Thoéa
- who. were. founders. of Mol an operated on the principles and proved
- themselves in what we still refer to as "fullw-time workers for -H, 1.
We must

never take our eyes away from the proletarian stampain leadership as woll
as in organization, thorefore thsre must be 2. certain rolationship of werker

to intellectual in tho leading comittes,
@Mthovgh wo

had no-youth group, we sonsidered it so ‘= undamental that we voted always: to
have at least one Jouthfully devoted to t work, ' :
Pl




