SRRt SR " Zreeppootive of what oy othéy grouping, Trotokyist cr obboTwlas, -
oo doen about prranging diecussions for me in Jucembor in Jopony it ic ye who munt fully
U . understand all tho remifications, on & world scale, of such & oonfruntation of :

¢4 Eaglom and Woatern Unrxd gt-Humanietze . 3t 4o therofors important that o dinlogue

Vogin wotween me. A L T AT

RN " w0 . Pirptywe nush conoider, single out, what ‘ezperiences in thoe
post=mar worid ia Burepe and Amorics bave relevance for the Jepan of todays Twd .
. periofis poea sopivially npproprigtes 1)tho 1947 ~Atuation in the USA waich proapted - 'y
! Sheurrareil- the stuto-cepiialict tondancy S wedarr to tho Trotokyict partys end ©.
. 2}the 1958 eituation in Pronde which led to &, fustunr difforcntistion within thoco
2)tue 3900 Bt et and th trotokylethod opposing boti cnd yot fuf Ting to , -
- rosognipe thafi this Nasxxiot group, Koo, uust telke rasponcivility for Pelaulle s ,
ncaing . to power ‘cmosuny thoy had not suscacded irn unfurling o 4otal pbilosopby that -
couid veoowls & polevizipg forose v - : R S o

.

- - % "7 In the case of 1947, I now conolder 4% wrong for.us to have
rad the Fourin Toterintionsl. It iz true thet. compared-to our miellnccs,
&ozed to bo,plnost, a nass party vhat, wgreover, wao gpoaking suricusly
¢ “Amgriocun Tevolution" at a tima when tbhe post-var atrikes aignified 8
: og woll va, chjeotive gitustione It g equally true, usver, that
"+ a revolutlon in any one countiy cennot be torm out of tho world contost whoeve | '
. .»__';‘ro':n?.;dm‘had ebsolutoly noibdingz navy deeply philosophic and fully awero of the
- congtap-revelutionaly solo of Gtelinicm, to offers The cnly basic xcason'I can
gee for that move on port. of thoe state—cupitnlist tendonoy is'_thu%{r:l‘anelf wag
. ingomplate ipcofar as At hed worked out ' tho economivg but not tbe rhilopopnic du—
- plications of this tranatornnticn into oppopite of & wozkers' stetee Ve had ‘Poind.
. %ue early Buaenict esouys ihot Far pack, but to work them ‘out for sur &g by goisg
“"both bickward to Hogel.ind find a now universel, o8 lendn had found one with the
dizlectical prinociple of n{roanaformation into oppogite”, but for our opoch, that
wo bad not dones Perbaps. 4t wan impossible to have found it befcre tho ‘death of
_Stnlin oapd the Tast_ Oexoan revelt, whick in the yeer (1993) I finelly did pako &
philocophdc braskihroush on tho Abooluto Tdea =~ond that lod neb enlyito bre,,
.. froz Trotoiylom, but frop thotb mection of the ctoto-copitnlist tanderoy that Jt:tt!.
.. ntopped with econszic wnalyaine. ’ ’ v .. .

R , * Yo, ih secas to me, thet Japan teo bss this 1. po of rudden
“ i growth of Dnptolcyica nn we had in 1947, end that illusiong abousrwinring'it over
. .. aTe cxtamt, You know tho Japaneze pitustion Vvottcr than I poonibly can, and you
| moy think i'm yrong in drawing a pexallel, Al I'm 4rying to do,bowsve?, is {0
..+ caut what illuminatlon ouv erporicnce oan oast and, sbhove 8ll, to pxke cuze -thet
o Horxdnt-hmanists o nob got divorted from vhut ere specifically, criginaily and
' profdundly their taciss ‘ - - )

S Pake the 1958 situation in Fronco gnd yousll sce botter whid
. X meanc We had tried to ostablish -intexretional relations not only tetwoca £ll
otoite~capitaliot .tendmoies, nut cipo 4V o who, without dagignoting bussio es
._ptote-capitalist, &id seo claerly &% wes no worcers® atate end called {horofore -~
“ & proletarian revolutionary line sndependent both of US and Russia. But vhen a’
De Oaulle came,to powar, it waour contention that wo coulhgmt ovntinue to blaze
Comgnicts end pretciyiste, whe sertainly wore to blame fov Satwar Toveluticnny
-sityation 1n Trunce having boen srltiored cwsy; that wo must begin secuaing
‘pogponsibility for historic aitu:;uiqi.n on our own phouldors, and must,inctoad of
only boing copinot, being Tor pomothing totnl, conorotay now. In2 voxrd,
MATRTEH AND FREZDAY, and nothing gaort of thai total philosopby, wab unfurled
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w.by.us ‘at-thnt internationnl conference; end we invited othors to do the sama. Ho'y
“inoioted that, aftor tle 1956 Hungarian Ravolution when, even from below, the
- Bumanism of ¥arxica vao raised nloug whth the elogan fer Workers' Counoils, Youth - £

": Counsila, InteXlectusld Counciln—allaﬂv froz the one-party state—it wny time - - i
*: 0 have done amay with the inteliectual sloth that bnd accumulsted in the years ;
8ince lenin's death back in 1924 T I e Co .

i T I T T i I T N U
coo ook ITIL ‘udmit that we thought tuat onde much o totul philosophy was _
tafirled, Uarsists would.not stop and tolk only of & mingle eituation, a conzreto

L activity, a diversion: to whare tho msgns were suppoged {0 be—in othor partiepg—

i but would plok up$he challenge, 'Pha truth ia feat, precisely becouee our views .
'WeIg now. g0 olear, It meant thai.while wo ¢ ined new forcom from below, the old
ortabliskid Yeadershipy epd rodicals movad further aways . e o

B AR .. Didn*t you have such an exmeidence suce MARXISY AND FRLEDON g

. publisbed’ in’ Japan? - And donts you fiud that, ovjoliively, the growth of 4he -
counter-revolution in the new rightist mriy, gives & further exouso for tho

.challange:.{o thought pot being rat, and over rengwed activiiies that only tailed
.Communiem, ‘of both Bussisn and Chinesze variction, boind wndertaken, Ezactly how

;doog oan the  delay continus? It bas already lasted 40 yearss Trotciyisn, had only
%ba technicsl, not <the hintordsal-philopopide, right to the mantle off Lendn we—pnd, -
it throw that.avay. ' T don't kuow whetihas Japensse Trotskyists disouss whnt' ‘
Trotdcyion hag dopo all, this perdod, snd why it has not bocste a polarizing forse

:for the now revoluticasries,. Or do thoy just disouss only ihe aviiviiy of the

t

.

oo © . Becordly, irrcapective of what the situstions ware in the US and .
in Furope in'ths post war world, we muct now congider,.on 4 truly world ocaley
" wiat hag bappensd since 1960, when & now stage of siragele had begun, in Japem
witk tho uass.demengtrationsd 4n the US the alt-ins; in Africa the creation of
now independent states; while in tho state—tepitulint world of flussiz and China
the schigm bad begun. . You must remembor thet thkis conflict in the Communist
world vas nobhing muell, had ned only econcmis Temsons, &s any capitalist
.- courdiries have vhen thoy bogin locling at & new, third world,. end bagin to fight
-t to dominata Afrleaj this achimn aleo hed deop -internel reasons, apd in meny
" . . fucdoemental rospects it was now: 1) China's Great Loap Formard was boginning
to end po disastrously in 1ife and in thought/ore $ha ddes of by assing technology,
of Jeaping from a very early stage of indusirialization to "Communizny meant that N
"Hao's thought" which wea subatituting, for mass reasom,mnss swest or whit he called
"tba mass line" simply kad no futura. But, like sny good canitelist, Mao would not
- only give up his thought but tricd to mala it into a universal gopiiceble to nil
tho underdevloped countrics. 2)Cuorrils tactics, which lao had always thought of
ag uilitary, were now beccming also a ‘universal® in thought, aubstitutins, var fer
sociol rewlutions Don't forget that, 4n 1954, lao's Chins, along with Russia, aml
the mrivate capitelists, hod signed the Géntva agreement, calling a halt to warfare
‘and. concentration on oconomic bulld-up 4w the cowntriss. Bubt efter the 1956
. Hungzavion Revolution, 19577100 Flowers Canpaipgn" in China and in Vietnam, apd |
.+ + tho 1858 Leap Forwardfalling, thers was nothih: left in thought. Nilitarisn was
- to roplace it all. 3) Yet tike revolutionaxy phraseclcgy carsied en impact, and
novhers more than in Japan whi ch, long before the other CPg begin taking sides,
moved togard Mpoism, So, #or that mattor, doos Trobeicylom atill caryy that impact
so that pecplo take out the concept of "world rovolution" from the permanent
revolution's dioregnrcl_ of the peasantry, and fesl thenselves vory “vanguaxdist.t
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S . Don. Tsushimp seid somothsre thnt I overestimated the Japanoae
youth'n move 1o the loft, to philegophy, to independence from Comtunieu. Porheps.
But the truth is that, orce tha 'youth hao medo the moves they did moke ia those

- directions, it ic up to us fo build on thet, cingle it out clarify, and work
to make a now wezinning, and on a total busise Witk the new werk, Fhilogcphy and
Rovolution, I don®t just turew down m chusllenga to all othor Eprxista, I procecd
to work out what is needed for our ages whother or not these old radicals follow ’
the now gonarztion of redicals will —or we have last sll. And I don't beliove wa
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