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- REB MINUTES OF ‘MOVEHGER 29, 1964

{Special Key. on Philosophiz Problems of ths Kew Book)
Presants All ‘ o ‘

. Reya said that, besidas tha form of prexancerion being difforant here and
Bumpgans 2t the leeai wivting, she wants alco to straser I- the backzround cf *5) to *5)
since wa first “broke™ the Absoluts 1deo} II- mantion ona totally mew thing of ukich rhe s
"ot yet sure¢ simce sks has otly now worked it ouc, cnd that s placing Trotekyism philonuph-
lcally, and aot just peliticaily: ’

I- the breakthrough in '53 maant, chiofly, two things: a-that
thare war s msovenent fyon practice to theory ss well &p vice varca, and bethe Hegalica ex-
Praasiont”tie sslf-datersinntion In vieich alena the Ides in, 18 to hear itseif speak,” as
applied to lictening both to workere, and tha macsss Zrom the undexdevcloped countrins. Thase
te2 alemsnts wers e foundation for the strucidra ef KAF im 1956-57. Movevur, as coniracted
to cke pavied efter Stalin’s dsath, but before the Juns 17 Rast Cermsn revoit, tha bask .
writtan alesr the Sungerisa Revolution, but before the African year, had & centrsl new poiat,
that in te sey tha Kaseniss of Huruisa, Ecwewwur, whan we wpoke about going to tha concrete,
not 4% & kistoric mwoment from Prectico, but es the sctusl, we laf: it quite leose, that ¢
te sap, wa zyutioned glcusnte like tie Little Rock and the wildcets and the need for a unity
< thaory and practica, buc that's all.Bt wis o chailengs we hopad would 30 met, but mone
others, leist of all Amsticen intellécrualn, wen to mect the chalierge.

. ' In 1960-61 wu did make
ceyerol corcretigations, in the pemphlats, on the Afye-A~fan Rev'n, snd #n the Freedem Ridas,
o8 vell a8 Woxkars Baitle Automsticu. . Nowavar, when philocophicslly we tried to do the wntire
‘Conyentration 3f che Abaolute Ides chepter on the single paragraph which dealt with wver-
coaing tha opoorition batwsen Motion sad Reelity reatiding in "subjectivity alone™ » and
undortock the Africen trip te; 80 Lo spausk, Find the naw subject, we found cthat raslity
vas @uch mors complex cnd thet thers were nigetive as well as podstiva developmencs In Africe
aspecially irsofay am tha pull of the stats-capitalist world was concercll. (In this case

- negetive iz used in the ordinary sense, snd rot in the sense of the strictly Hegelisn cone

cspt of nagstivity, as Che west Tevolutionary factor for regacing the status quo.) HNow '
with tha nev deveicpzsnts in Japan in 1962, whare relations wers enteblisked snd the tnn-la-
tion of NAT inze Japanane was bugun, we begar 1soking ‘for the new relations, or mors correctly
-new ataga of relacionship botueen theary and practice, not marely in the underdeveloped
Countries, Wit In the divaloped countrics suck as Jepan, espacislly nincs this hed the addad
advantogs of (a) baing Rast instead of Wenst, (b) being colored insteed of white, {(c} they

on theiv own having come to lock st the philasaphics Seundationsof Morxism, snd not just

“the sconomie-peliticsl, and f£innily {(d) the fact thae the Negro G.X. had & certain experi.
ance in Japsn thac wouid in turn Melp us in deveioping ali the ramificstions of the Nagro
quebtion hars. It was tha yesr, soraover, of another typs of concracization, the ACOT.

II- Trotskyisa, not only s wa des:t with it in one of the sanuscripts of
Trotsky ss Théorsticeda , but am it sppeared to the Japanere friends, wio found themselvos
suddenly confronted with the fact chat thelr breskawsy from Ccamunism, and other Zangakuren
breshsway from Communiazm but without having reschad the stata-capltalint position, wss
suddenly bzing chellenged by the Tratskyiats vho tried to win 1eadership of sil the Laft,
It is this which cent me to what I said waa tutslly new, #nd thet is placing L.T. philo-
sophically on the plans of Jagadl ap Hegel analyzes it In ths Third Attitude to Objectivicy
in the Encyclopedia, At this soment I'm veady only to refar you to the paragraphss 63,
76 snd Y7. (Raya sctuslly went #nto o areat desl mors, but sincd ohe did not fesl she had
woraed it out sufficlently to be pinned down to that {racework, ve are not recording it hcn.)

With both these in wind, we must look st the bsclute Idea not az an #soletad
chapter, but se o pert of the entive Doctrine of the MNotion, And in thia respect, IXEEEY
its bast axpression ramsing the manner in which I wrote it up, especislly np, 3 and & to
4, Oct, 27, 1964, She vesd th!'s snd expanded on come of the i1dess.

Discussion: Olgm ssid ahs wea glad to wee cthe duvelopmant of vhy we have to attach Trotakyg
ism philosophically, since she reolly failed to see vhy it was necass2ry to do s politically,
1f it were bssed on influence, then it would ba more important te cake a chapter out eon
Sertre, vho does influence the youth not only of France, but here ag well, She sald ahe hsd
reresd the various gutlinsz of the s jor worka of Hagel that R, ¥ had done in 1960-61, snd
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sloo the wotusl GuspEe: which wes calied Tart 1V BR -"The Dyntectic of Liberatici® -

vhich Rays had dous 3t the time. In oae ruavect 18 1s fantastic, snd wa unuld huva to

blaux ourselwas for 0, thet as fay buck as 61 shw bad writtan cctual cloprers of the book,’
wvhavoss uew she 1s keck te corvespundence. Sovavar, after listing ail that vo bad done in
thiz sowisd, she yealisad 4t csuld net be enly » subjeccive reascnp ond that sbjectively
thuvalors, ¢ks rescss fer not proceadirg with tha book would !Sve been everythiang from thm
Cubbs erisis threugh the spposresce of Japen. I'a not sure I underatand cll the questions
uov zalsad with tha Doctrias of the Notlen =- 1 have trouble sven hatping stratght sI) the
satagnise, perticularly the Umivexsal, Parciculsy and Individual, Neawvez, the serios of
discusaiens the KB kad In 61 doos meks clasr the major points thir concern us in che rew
boski l.pubjectivity absexbiag objsctivity; 2. Jiscontisucus devclopeant sspuciaily nas 1t
Tolatad Lo the vadtrdsveloped countries; 3« Mite cwn other” hoth eu IE appsar> subjectively
f.0. groupings, e2d ap wa o0 1t in Lapitsl by the mew view we Lase of thy chaptex of
Priwiciva Acoumiistion o2 Capitel. What state-crpiesliow wes in the 1§50%, ths Aboolute
1dea fn 193, Swaantism M 1657, we now appEnech the now begimatinge which mokes we aspacislly
cacited biciuse 1 romazhes thst It 7as only 6 veaks cfter the Abeolute Idez was tackled by
Raya thet the Eust Goavmn Rivolt osed¥ed, so Itm veally looking forward to sreez things,

but 1 kivo 2 lot of quasifons tu sak. ( She raised the quastion cf qecond negazlos, of the
atage in w2ick the diregt oation eovemsnt of the N~-gro rewolution s sruly s¢ tbe covesrozde
wow, and the quaccton of both the categsries ia the Netfon, and thoes in Capital,)

Laul stressed the importance of anslyzing something evew vien it's only a
footrota to histovy aa Trotokyisx is. Vor mwwpla, the Elanquists and Proudhonists of
Hexx's cime 2YQ jJust that, and yet Marx sponds & zrost desl of ¢ims on it. Tha sade thing

' i8 tyue of Tratsky, who kens ropesting the question of che Purmenent Rev'n sg o statesent
of Zuith char tho mroletarist would reorganise sczisty, rather han as a theery which would
constantly kecous emriched Dy tha sctusi events., He questioned, howwvey, whether the
moveoant ¢f eurselvos lekuegn 80 - 63, and nov codld phileaophically mssan a step bagk since
wve desit In the erclier period upuiseby with the A1 ist¢lf whazess ncv ve sve going back
to the Doatring of thes Moticn. He esid tiwt in one recpect he welceced svarything, and
erpecislly so placing L.T. philosoptitcelly with Jocobl as the nasded confrontatien with

"our ovn role. Tha whole Quistion thset Rays yaised about the fact that by the timo the book
would Lo fintehed, nc lees thon heif a cantury would hsve elrpaed since the Suesien Rav'n
which by no masns eae ¢ cenadderad a trensitory moment, is centrol. /psop the nead co
snswir B who thinks chet "in sbasnce of deswonacrabie ageats® theze i1 no wny that theory
Ind practice can saet. We think the evict oppasice. - .

John pointed tu the fant thet only one single theoreticsly pasition ever
became dominant {n the Trotshyist aovemsat, end that was socleliam in ona country. Thers
was 8 half-hearced attespt, ot the time offighting Burnham relse the question of JHHelece
Lical matarialisw, but surely the woy Cannon cerried this t gh was not very ceriqus. In
fagt, what Trotsky ssid sbout tbe socAs]gemocracy, really chavsctorizes hie: thet all
politice ez besn reduced to the “axeil coin of concrete questions®., Tyis zlone shous how
very differsnt wva sre frow Trotojysism and how nacesssry st the wome time it is to have
¢ont with §¢ in the wey that othurs uadaratond this, _

Denby stresmed two clemsuts that vere occuring in his shop thot he Folt had
& graat desl o do with phiilocophy, thouzh he could by no masna state it in Hegeldon
dategories. Theae ore the sztituda of the workers that there will mevar be sn end to the
erinis of the Congo 4o long as Selgiuw is not thrown out of there raot and branch. The
ocher 15 that the Hagroes in the shop -- many, msny new onep ware hired -. simply disre —
gerdad tha octablishad union Reutiberite luadevebip, #ncluding its Unclef Towdn, and
cpposed thex on zhe vote for steuwards, winning in gsch 2eze quite handily. “Both thesc
things =3an that thoy cre rulcing quite inds;stent quastions, having indapsadent stti-
tudes, and acting on these, .

Johnny said that it anasy snough to understand Uegei whan you raad Ruyn
on Hagel. Unfortunataly once he gets awsy from thet he doesn't Kiud that he can bandle
thase cetegordes in the way that would maka things clesrer, [ﬁphar for the prolutarist or
hinralf. Tha question thaxsfore of uhy philosophy hae to be dealt with from many difterant
aspacts unti] 8 finully & 1t appedra as neceassry to the mmsses as {t {8 to us. 13908
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