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%In 1961 1 first analyzea "Moo TSe~Tun. ginnine of Poyep
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" Hegellian ‘ ‘ :

‘ The amaging/oritique of culture relates both to the unusuel aight
of an intellsctual eritleizing culturs, the cultwre of the Engithtenment
at thaty and to tho hlatoric period oritioisged slnce this form of elienz-
tlon foilows the viatory of Reason over self~ooneciouaness, Politlically
spesking, tuch a period 211 "“What Huppens After¥®, that le to
B8ay: vhat happens after a revolution hee aucceaded and we Btill get, not
80 much & zeW sociaty, a8 & new bureaucracy? Mow lot's follow the
dialeotlo of Hegel's argument g -

: Flrst of ell he sstahblishes (Pe510)that "spirit in this ORB6,
thorefora, construots not merely one world, but a twofold world, divided
and self-opptagd,” )

Becondly, it 18 not only those who allgned with sgggf powsr
("the haughty vessal® (p,528)eefror Louls XIV's *'eta o'est mo 9
Lhe Maos of today-- who, new that they identify state power ang weglth
With themeelves, of necessity entor a new ataget "in plese of rovolt
BPPOAra arirogance, (p.B39j who feel the potendy of his dislectic, it
18 kis own chosen fields vledge, ranging «li the way from a oritipism
of Bacon's "Knowledge 1s pover.“EP.SISJ to Xant's "Pure ego is the. .
absolute unity of apperaeption,” (p.552, Hsre i8 why he s o oritical
T e SR TN MRed9ks | Hore 4 e
gThil type of spiritual life iz the absolute snd universal
lnverslon of reality end thought; their entire estrangenent the one
from the other; it s pure culture, .Whet Lg found out in thls aphere is
thut neither the concrete realitles, state power ang wealth, nor their
determinato concaeptions, good and bad, nor the conaclousnees of good and
bad (the consclousness th t 19 noble and the consclousness that ic base)
Poasess real -truth; 1t is found thet all these moments gre inverted and
transmuted the onme into the other, and eaoh iz the ocpposite of itself,®

- ] Now thi= inverslon of thought to reality 1is exactly what
Marx deals with in "The Fetishism of Coamodities™, gnd 1t 18 the reason
for his oonfidence in the proletariat =0 Reasson as agalnst the bhourgeois
Yalse conaclousness”, or the fglt of philosophy to 1deology, Marx
ineists that o commodity, far from being Bomething as simple as it
8ppesrs, 19 a "fetish" whbh makes the sondltions of capitellst produce
ticn appear as self-evident truths of soetal production, All who look
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at the appearance, therefore, the duality of the commodity, of the labor

incorporated in it, of the whole gsoclety besed on commodity "sulture,"®
It 12 true that the greater pert of his tamous section &g conecerned with
showing that the fantastic form of appearance of the reletiona between
men a8 1f ¥t were gn exchange of thinga 1g the tru%h of relations in -

the factory itself where the worker hes been trensformed into an appendage

to a machine, But the very eruclal footnotes all relnte to the fact
that even the dlacoverers of iabor me the aouzce of value, Smith and
Ricardo, oould not estape becomipg prisomers of this fetlshiem because
thereln they met their historice berrier, )

Whether you think of 1t as "fetighism of commoditle" or
"the dlsoipline of culture", the “absolute inversion" of thought to
reality has a-dfalectin all its own whepn 1t comes to the raotlees intel-
lectual, Teake Enlightenment, Despite 1ta great fight ageinst super-
stition, despite 1ts great achievemont ~~"mglghtcnuont upsets the housee
hold arrangemente, which spirit carriea out in the house of faith, by
bringing in the goods and furnishinga belonging to the world of the Here
and Now,.,"(p,512) ==~ 1t remalns "an allenated type of mind"sBEnilrhten-
ment, iteelf, however, which reminds belief of the opposite of 1% verious
Beparate moments, s just es littlo enlightencd regardigg 1ts8 own nature,
It takes up a purely be ative attitude to bellef,,,"{p. 2} 13879
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in a word, beoesuse no new universel -« Marx too 2peaks that only
tue begativity cun produce tha "quest zor universal”™ and henos & new
V00iotyes wae LOIM to sounterpcse to superstition or the unhebpy ocne
solousness, we romeln within the DRrrow gonflues of “the Aieoipline
. of oulture” =—and this e¢ven when Enllahtenaent has found 1ts truth
in Xatertsliom, or Agnositiolam, or Utilitarianlsg, For umlean it han
Iound it in fresdom, thore is no moyement Iorwsid elther ol zunity or
‘Phe spirit™. ' And what is froedon In this invertwd world ¥here the
individual will is atill struggling with the universal will? well, it
1 pothing but m==terror, 7h» forms of slienetion in "Absolute Frosdoa
and  Terrox™ are so bound with “pure peraonality® that ¥ could. hardly
.Xeep myaslf, when resding, froxm "asking" Kegoals low d14 you meot Bartfie?
"It is consclous of ite pure personality and with that of a1l apirdival
roaliiy; and ali Terlity ls movlely spirltualit $} the world 1s for it
absolutely Lty om Wili."(p,60G) And furihews iP-SOBs '

_ "With that freedom gontalned wes the world adbsolutely in the
form of conacloueness, es a universal will,.,.The form of sulture, which
it ettains in intersction with that essentlal naturs, is; ¢therefore, the

_ grandest and the lesi, As thit of eoding its pure and simple reality ige

h__m_h_““aqggﬁqlx_gig%gng;r and paqguggqgrlnto oGpty nothingness,,,.All these

T T detarminate Telements G1EEppeET W AR-EheTd IsasterTand ruls=that: overtake -
the .self in the 3tate of dicaater and ruln thot overtake the sol? in the
stete of absolute freedom; its nezotion is meaninglesa death, sheer horro
of the negetive which has nothing positive in it, uothlng that gives « -

* filling, "

' This was the reault of getting itself ("the pure personalit{")
i2 "the rege afid fury of deetruction” ==0nly %0 find "isolated singless™; -
"How that it is dons with deztroying the organization of the actual world,
d subsiets in 1aolated_ainslenena,'thla 1s ita sole object, an Shjsot
that hes 2o other content lefs, no other possenalon, eristence and extor-
nal extension, but is merely this knowledge of 1tself as abaclutely pure
end free individual self," {p.505) -

I wileh also thrt all the bellevers in the "vanguerd perty
to lead" studied herd —-and not as an “"itdealiat", dbut ay the most fare
seelng realist —-tMe manner in which Hegel arrivas at his conclusiona
through & study th t the state, far from representing the "uailvergal wiil®
represents not even a party, but only & "fastion® (p.605,Hegel 's empbasis)

1ly wouldn't be"the self~glleonated type of mind" Hegel

ugh through developument ¢f the various stages of alienetlon

8, and Marx does 1t in production ang the intellectual
8sheres thet corrsapond to these relationa,
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It happens thet I take gerlously Marx®s statement that
"all elements of oriticlsm lle hidden it it (THF PHENOMENOLOGY) and are
often already prepared and worked out in & manner extending far beuond
the Hegellan stendpolnt, The scetions on 'Unhappy Consclousnes', the
*Honorable Conaclousness,' the fight of the noble and downtroddan con-
sciouaness, ete,cte, oontmln the critical elemento~=~glthough still in
&n allenated form--of whole spheres llke Relliglon, the State, Clvia Life,
eto." Furthermore, I bellecve that the unfinished state of Marx's Hamenist
Espays makes lmperative that we delve into Hegel, not for any amcholastic !
resfons, but because it is of the eseence for the underatanding of today.
Well, I will not goﬁﬂntil I hear from you,
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Yours sincerely,




