December 13, 1961

Dear Bichard Porien:

Une of the recmons for tho delay in ocamentiag en your puper an .
Hogel'a FHENOMENDLOOY OF MISD s, I cust sdmit ut onve, Ry ahock &% the approssch
o that mont enclepedio mind of nll of Bope~=i. WoF: Hegelws tanght at Yale,
"full* Heyelian because T lack hig pmiience an
_ 2oguicaros of the pettiness of the nezdunto woIld of geif-styled .
VErprenontatives” of fls mindeof man + I iave now reroud Kegol's attituds and will
serupnloeusly Follow ity *3s Bey rect zasured thet it ie tae zmature ‘of truth to foree
- ite way to zeccgnition when tho bime oomeBes.elt 1% very cften nessssary o dip-
tinguiah tho publioc fuom thoss wko tazka upon themsalvas to be its representatfves
The piblto tskee ap an attituds in meny reogpects quite different -
Lrom the latter, ixdeed, evan opposcd to them, Whereas the public geod~paturedly
and gmmercusly will rather teke tha blhae upon itself when a philesicphical wik 1y
not quite asoaptedie or inteliigitle to it, thess "ropresentatives”, an ths contrary,
chnviaaed of their own competsnoe, put all tus hlame on the Auttors. The 1uflunae
of the work gn the public in mors silent than ths action of thage 'rapraaentativss',
who are like the dsad burying their dead,” (pp.120~130) '

Fios. Inetead of teing ooncerned with 8iylo, I will go directly to

she sin, content,ths historic swosp of the PUEKOMIFULOGY shich Hegel oslled ks
*Yoyoge of digcovery.” Unless you are ready to embark on such s voynge, At i,
of ‘sourse, imposmible tu ges 2t be discovarsd.. Abetractiona will not do. Fer
sxmapls, ¥eu write that "Hegel intends to lsad us to his cwm formrintion of an

' sring abeolute idealism,” Whet, precisely, to tho words, “abrolute,
idaal isc® maan? In tha ENCYCLOPASDIA OF FHILONOPHYOAL SOIENCES Regel bawosns the
" faot that ha must call the Yepd" of his system tho MAbuslute Idea® bacsuse *It i
osriainiy possitle to 11dalge in & vast amownt of sonselese deolamzation sbout tha
~idea absolute.” (rar.237) Kant, Jacubi, Schelling, Fichts weve all "sbaclute
. Adoalinta” --gnd yst Hegel Yroke fram them all, hreclking mere decisively frem some
than from cthers, but Trsaking with all bsoaume of the introversion of (sman
fdzalimm, wacaping the realities of the objestive world, He approciated®ihe

grsat merit of Eant", iis rediscovery of the dielectic, him apureviatiion of the
-ddgnity of thought ase against the Buglish empiricists who saw only the seRFuous,

the tangible, "experienos¥—tut ths dichotemy tetwaen thousht and thing recainads

the challenge of thy times worw not metis “there ‘are no timces in logio of the new
spivit waloh has arisom hoth in learning apd in Life." {1 EOIXNCE OF I0GIO, VoldX;
A3 for the other philasophors I mentloned,Schelling and Fchts came to tho abeoluta,
fayw Hogal, like & "aboi out of a pistol" (PEEROMIZIOLOGY, p+89)-with nons of the
"streiaous toll" and “epex fealing for "the immaneat Thythm® needed to ymable
philecophy to meet tho challenge of the chjeotive world vhile Jacobi was an outright
"raacticaary." _ -

" aven
If/you limit yourself 1o the Prefave, juat the rrefaco, of the

PHENOMENOLOGY you oannot ercapa his concern for the objoative world,"the ting®,

and hia diegust with the subjsutiviem of the philosopherst “our epoch i a birth-
time, and a period c¢f tranaition. The spirit of man has broken with the old oider

of thinga hitkertc prevailing, and with the old mays of tLinking, and is in the

mind to 1ot them nll sink into the depthe of tiio past and to met about its omn
transformation. It is indeed novar at Teateess"{ps75) It is dupossibie mot to

698 the oonarets, thke historic end ihe present wnderlying Hegel's aimpleat abatractions
Ho im ¢ of tho pariod in which he lived,{and &s he put the finishing chapter
to the PHERORRICIOGY Napeleon wae approachirg Prussie)—~the hreuk-up of foudoliem,

the (reat Frenoh Revolution, the birth of new gods, "Freodom", "Nessen” to which

all the intelleotuals drpm: great toasts, only nover to aocquire "the seriousnens,

the sufiering, the patieonce, and the imbour of the Hegative" (p.ﬁl)i‘.hnt WS neceusary,
to bs as oreative in thought as the macsss Froved to be oreative in agciion,

The ivory halls are toc bent op abstractions, cager to exip the conorete,
and praceed to "the next" gcneralizations to stop to lidten to"the immeudnt Thytm"
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of the wolrd ahout ther, much less the musiu of FEepal's dialestio, You writa .
that with Hegel “Subsiance 1s Subjeo?, and Geist the Abaciuto”, and no.douds s
quick reading would mcks 1t eppesr 90TTaeh, Gab  waem you consider that Hegel'n"
keyladge. cf Eomanity's doveiogmunt ~~itm bistory 2 well as tho bhistory of
thwought or shilosophy ~= was up profourd 6o it was enoyulopagdio, one mist

>3shet the tewptation o see the gonl uheed of $he rozd of gotting there "For
the mdjeot-matter 13 not oxhauatad in 44s Prpose, but in wurking the aatter
s ooe® {pe69) And agrin "Inpatience ssics for tho impounible, wante to resck
the goal without the meang of getiing Shave. The length of the journey has o ba
barne vitlk, for evary momunt is Lecensqry. o (p.90) '

And"tha length of the Journey", nvd tha iciowledge that 4o
‘Hegel "o $ruth-iw the whole " must mske us psuse at loast to 200 how he raletes
sutatance tc mbjocts Win my view—=s view whichk tka devwloped axposition of the
symhem 1t=alf cay alone Justity—everyihing depends on EXaap 84 axpresalmg
tao witimats truih, not as Subotance but a8 Budject as wells® (3.80) Tn o wod,
ko doemntt throw out eubatancs or ahjeot cr ihe thing for tne "sudject?, al
it 12 the mabjent, the : Eétha development, ths living dialoctic whish
ig Iagking in &1l othsrm Tmst ocqugy the csutor of tha Kiatedzaom
Pudlesophio cisge as 1t dces the histordc stuge. Tha snsence »f somtarponiog
wibject to mdstarces in £ot %o dlot the lmttar out—thougk it will get Tabaorbed"
iv moats gaining o new dimension rather than in "$hing-in-4teelf" exiziing outeide
Of up ~= but t¢ point o method=-gsthod of analymis, method of develoimeat,
‘methed of soring, lintening, hearing, mplling, thinking, eadh of whioh swnmes
sannot be maperated frem tha whole, Don't torget Hegal's subtitle for his

j it wes “Soiance of the Experisnce of Corsoiouszese."

: . As 02 "Geist® being tho "Absoluten, Tes, but...dust take a look )
&t the costento pegs end see whers Spirit dogins. It ia page 455, hawdly more thaps
& hklf of the book haa yot been covered Before we got to Abmolute Enowledge _ .
on p.508, wasrs theory and wavtico ars Yinelly united, end history and soilonse
wad subjeot and object becomo one, ‘pathmay to go thivught ™he

*hey acocmplish t Thelir conmervation,
lookad at. from the aide of thesy fras oxdstonoe eppearing in the fom. of .

Sontingensy. is Historys looked ot irom the side of their intellectunlily ORI 6=
hended organisation, it is she Bedence of the wayo in whiok knowlsdge apreazs.
Both togsther, o= History (intelleotuzlly) comprakended (begriffean), #umx fum ,
8% ornce tho recollsction and tho QJolgotha of Absoluts Spirit, the reality, ¢hs truth,
the certainty of its throne, without which it weze lifeloay, solitary, and glore.™

. How then if we went our way back from D805 to pe455 o the
begluning of spirit, we find the mopt yrofouad oriticisma of sivil sonlety,
of culture, of lifs and literature, of enlightermunt and the Fzenoh Roveluiion,
of Rorality and of Religion, which prompted darx o say thai, "to the extent
that 1t (PHENOKENOLOGY) holds fast the alienstion of Man—even if Mon appears
orly in the form of Spirdtu~to that extent 8l1 elemerts of oriticiem Iie hidden
in it and are oftah already prepeved and worked out 4in & munnes extendipng far
beyond the Hegelian atandpoint,™ (Uritigus of thns llegalian Dislectic, Appendix
to MARXISM AXD FRELDON, pe308 —and follow through also 1,311 where Marx deala
with thia "absorption" of the Mobjeot! by the"aubjeot™ , that is to eny tho
"all-sided transoendence of the objeot of oonsciousness,"

It may sound as if I anm uaySogt you cennot have an opinioa
about Perception, which ic the subject of your paper, unless you have goxo
through tiie whole of the PHENUGEENOLOGY plus the SCIENGE OF LoGIu plu= tho
ENCYICLOPAEDIA, not to mention the PHILOSORHY OF HISTORY AND TUn HISTORY OF
PHILOSOPHY as well as all oritiques of same. Dut in truth Y anm asking yeu t»
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l{.ﬂtﬂs yourself to your b deot-matter vithous withing to Judge the eud at that sarly
;-;a@n, and for that GETLY Blugu too i3 was bsgacsary 10 read the' Preface and
todun Jou the kistorioc,. much less the Marscian .
Berdah out of the gesateut of Western philosophars,
Mggost your reading Chapter I; "The Azs 52 Reveinsionss
AND FHEEDCH 4o gwt a
be wige in which we 1i¥e
of Jegol, becnusa I do
when ho wicts "mants mind
requirs o like power tc

For from u 130k battle,"a farse drawn ot %o wmece23ary length for its resuls
is olsarly predotermined”,; oz any "cbacuring of perticularly and saphasiging.
creuting extvermalityy, in approashing the sestion on "Ferseption”, ia
pointing ows that all ticid cpproaches at univorsality ware arased becwise there
T8 0ot even any ste@ility in this type of gonroioustiess, mnch lese uaivereslity., .
Witk "Percepticn™ we may Tinally gt the feint cutlines of a form which ths amiversal
Agiumas, bui Incvledge ic a greut deal mcre than mers perveption, and so we remain
- barely ud ihe thwy, dy, which remains "substinse™ oY tha poorest variety, that is

32y, inoapabls of undsrgeing ohange through the negative or uny fum of davelopaent,
self-dovelopaent, sulfeactivity, zolf-lkniweudgs, or any sort ¢f process which is not
statlo. fou soem %o think thot. the dimsolution of an cbject is possibdle enly -
shrough trickery, any strwoting and universalising it where 1% i= nothing btut
Mpure thougki”, mxeething th-t Hegel us o philosopher of the zbsolute begen with in
ko 2irst pluge snd "therefore” didn't reully 3ake a lock at "the thingedr=itsall.n
»?nito the comtrary is the truth. Hegel looked not snly at the tting objectively
txae cbjeciivity howsver does not mean thut ths thing remaing outside of us, having
8M1ife" of its ewn ve. San mever penstrate} € he at % iteslf the
© X&Ys -What he hod sgminst "purest thought® of sontemporary phil y its "abzalutes®
wan that 4 didn't sufficlontly panetrate into ita osn objsstivity, its bieiory,
the refalction of Torlity ae past and ss progent sa well as acticipation of fuiuvey -
in = word it past d1dn't wesguro up either to the objustiive world ar tha oszfy
%ﬂﬂ#fﬁ&_ ~=wnd move ont "Scienns 18 not that kind of I&BI% ;ﬂ'
st inte ks place of the Nogmrtirm of mers assartion and isck ehape of &
Dogmatics of mere ngsurmnce, ths Dognetism of mere self-certeintys, Rather rinoe,
-knowledge secs the content go back into ita own propax imner nature, the aotiriiy
of knowledge is absorbed in that contonts.."(p.113) *Because the schstance of individus!
nind, nay, mcre, becauss the wniversal mind at work in the world (Wals )s has bad
the petionce to go threugh thase forms in the long stretoh of time's %y and £o
teke upon italef the prodigious labor of the wrld's history, vhers it bodisd forth
in exok form the entire content of iisclf.,.” {pp99=1 —~finish the perngravh and zes
how muchk more you oan get out of it when you do have history, asm cubstcnce and as
subjeot,in the back of youwr mind, instead of fust a bunoh of abatractions) _

Desr Riohard, I do hepa you will uae your wonderfal talense in +the rthilnsophic
field to graap at what Begel called the “"life-movement of truth”, and Marx sallad
“the solf-dsvelopment of the proletariat" who has nothing to lose in grasping at the
truths of thia axploitative wooiety whish has ot redfisd him into a thing, and
mede the thing, the muchine, the master, no that the prolotariatts “usesroh for
universality" signified the end of the"pre-history of man" and tho beginning of
bis true history. HNo doubt by then even & child will mow how o stand Hegel
right mide up, and ses that Man, not "Spirit} is "the Absolute” s that is to say,
the new society. I would love to work with ¥ou ot some of thotie chaptare of
Hegel. Won't you ask Josnathan to #ive you one brief outling I made of the
PHENOMENOLOGY? And I hope you don't ming ir ¥ send hiz a cupy of thiz. Lot's
all swim together toward new horizons.

Torars £3866




