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A& Brisf Outline 'of the New Pook

Denr Friendst

. This is pot tho rogular weekly politiecsl lettor that im read to tho
lozals and then expandsd vpon as an educationml dealing with current events.
Tkis time I'm forwarding = copy of = letter written tc Jonathan who io to help
Witk the cheptor oo Miina, and explajning to hinm Eegells Absaiute Idea in terms
of vhat 1t rmeans to tlLs book a3d the whole world's objective development. One
carnut read such a lsttor cut., Ond must study it, and even oftor that no sdua~
ational should ba planned around it. Rather it is the Proparation for the phil—
osuphic foundations of the prodisms around which thks tlepum will revolve. You
mey, howevsr, read eut this covering note, whirh will now procosd to give &
Joxy rough outline of the major portions of the new dook on Harxist Fumanium
and the Afrissn Revolutiona. , .

First, the frontispiece will set the thems. It will aonaist of tko
‘quotation from Hegel: Mour epoch 1s = birth-time ana pericd of traneition,”
4nd amother one from Marr: "When nctual aorporsal Man, standing on fitz and
well rounded earth, inhaling snd exhaling all vatural forees, posits...bis
-antuel obJeative ensantlsl capasities as alien odjasts, it 1a not the sat of
. poeiting which is the subjeat. It 1s the subjectivity ef objsctive encential
eapaeities whose action muat, therefors, also bs objentive....Wo pod here how
-thorough~going Natureliss, or Eumaniem, distingulshes iteelf both from Idomlieon
end Haterlalism, and 48, at ¢he same time, the truth uniting both.¥ -

: Or'I may prefer the ona from Harz on Feuarbach rather then on Hégal.
thus: "The chief dofest of nll hitherte existing materlalisr: — that of
Fenerback included — £ that the objert, -reality, sencucusnoes is conaelved

-©2ly in the form of object, sontomplation tut not as hmman Aonenowie sativity,
L. not, aubjantively....The standpoint of the 6ld matericlirm is eivii

xaating
society': the standpoint of the new ie Imman soclety or soclalired bunanitzy.®

) In either omae, the thoms will be oarrled through, first, iz the
Introduction, to stress that we are begirning with the wudjective, the astusl
poople's xevolutions in Afriee from Yestern imperialism, and that of the Hunp-
arlan Revolution from Russian totalitariesiom, to shew the two new pages opaned
in historyt’ (1) 4n the astusl reshaping of the world's map: and (2) in ediing
A new dimension to thoughts Harxiet Humarism not merely na rrojeeted in thasry
by Marz 120 years ngo, but as moved forwerd in practice in the world of tha
19605, Marx vas able to sntieipate this only becauss he uilt his philosophy
on the "subjestive clemant,® the human balng both in his ocunomin theory where
tho worker, aa the grave-digger of capitalism, transforms the whole sclence of
eéconunice, &nd in hie world outioock vhera the new coclety ia not wersiy a neg-
etion, a2 &bolition of the eld, but its vhole transformotion on nev, truly buman
foundations. Marxia view of Mteshnolegy®™ ma the Dainerring of the prosess was
not only the foundaticn of the oconomis lawa e arcuculetion of asvital spd 1ta
ettendent unemployed mrmy whieh would bring capitalien down o= but the "all-
roundsd individual yhoae "striving for universality” will bs reulizad on ths
morrow ef the revolution and eftar as the first beginning of the real hlatory of
man, instesd of merely kis pro~history. Thought can no more bve running a losing
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rece writh history than revelutiops ern be meraly recorded to %o Buried. Honce
‘the nerxative ¢f today's revolutions, erd the eppesal to todsy's humanity, in
2frica or Amevica, omnnet separato theory from prastics, or thought from 'sstivity
beemice only in their unity will the cantradistions be o totally resolved ¢that
the new will emepso, . . .

. - ‘ . L - .

. Paxt I =~ Warrative of the African Revolutlons will Dbe groatly
expanded Afro-Asian pemphlei which must have as its foundation the revort of wy
notual trip to Afries. Thee far, ab most, we have boen adls to seo the astioz
of the masgos es & vhole at the morent of schisvenment, end through the voieo cf
& Senghor or Tourd; we must listen to the voine of the rank and file, zud, es
no ons rocords his volsze, wd mmuct go thers to rosord. .

. A% the ssme tirc, this Fart I, in showlng the higher
stego reached by rage rather than netion, thuy irs econtiment-ide (African =on-
tinoat, or at least West Africa as a iotality rather than the individzal nations
whether Iittle Fhena o1 large Higeria). This will bs the logtical vrsasition
then to tha Negro Quegtion hecause 1t is here the pressnt lesders have heen in~
epired boek in the 15308 and 1940s. :

B Bapt IE — The Negzro Question in Amerisa. We will hore devslop our
. position from our vlew of its history through the Freedom Riders in tha South-
proseantly, &8 -well 58 the dual road from here to Africa, froiz 1919 CGarvoylem

through Pan-Africenism today, mnd from Africa heps. The two contradintory views

of that - of the intellectunle, IuBoin' talented tenth, on the one hand, end
tho proletariat on ¢he other -- will be earried through for these 43 yesre. A%

the seme time, the new point of departure for theory laid by the 2nd NI fongress
dn 1919, snd the &4tk in 1924, both for the llational Quenrtion in general, and the

Fogro in pariieular will be developed on the maw level of ettack egalnct present
day Nommunists who have suddenly redissovered those plenmuns to pervert them. Xt
iy here, peraeps, rather than in tha Afrieen Revelutions, Part I, whare we will

deal with Chine, end mttask Meo-inm as the total opposite of Leopin's view of the
neturs of the perssntry as ally of the vrolsteriat te reconstruct secloty.

Bart III ~~ Russisn-Azeriaan struggle for world power, vs. American
workers! struggle sgeinst Automation, snd Russien workers! slowiswns. .

' . The burden hers will ba the apalysic of stute cspitaliom
in tho apscifie eontext of tho 19503, This 4s not only a matter of duing our-
rent, but the fast that state cacitalien wns a trepsformation inte opposite of
nonopoly eeplitalism on = politisel ssele vhile, mathodslogieally, thave was no
differenss in produsticn itself, whersas with futomation we have the 25d Induc
triel Revolution at full drive. Simee the sputnil: wo have, moreover, dissont
inuous production 4n Fucwsia not only as "retes of growth" —~— that debate was al~
ready outlived vhen it got into swing in Amorican expert teatiwony in fongrsas
and books on Ystages of growth" via Rootow «— tut above 8ll, ms the one-nasg of
#ciense, technology, production, thought that go Toycnd the nonfines of ocur ons-
world of capitelism, private or state, over into ilife und nuclear dexth.

' The transition point then will be the dieleetic nnd
huroniss of the 19586 Hungarien Revolution: 1957 debates on "Revisionisw®; the
1958 coming of ago of Afviea in Chans end Cuines ss indapendent ropublies; and
the year of the fongo ariols, 1560, vherv the erossroais for "advanged” and
*oackvard® countries has been reached. ’
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s Ea:i’:_ﬂ.'-'— Hogolls Absolute Idos, ox the Subjestivity of
Solf-Liberaticri and . ) .

' parh W=  op the New Homentum, will bring el thresds togethor
. fpon the pressat-dey prevolutionc Backward te taw French, and from thoare to
tomosraw! u freelom vielory. '
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