- “January 17, 1961

Dear Artbur Wine:

: Thank you for your letter and for African Life. Psrdon me if

I dipagree in one respect with the concept that larxist~Huuanimm Las. pot

been ocnsidered in Africa., You are right, of coures, ia & teckninal sense,

that 1a to say, that no Earxist-Humanist work has Leen yubliehsd thore and

no. ona who oslls himeglf that has expounded wshat Marx oalled his philosophy
originally — Bumaniem. Howaver. bacause Marxiem is not just in books, but

in the aspiretions of the oomme man, it bam not only been considered hy the
Africans, but cusnates from him. If you bave read my pamphlet, "Eationsliem,
Conmunian, ¥nrxint-Humznist and the Afro-Asian Revolution“, you will have

notioced that I oorsider 1955-57 to bave been the perisd in which both the
Evngariun Preedom Fightero ard the African Frecdom Fighters raiced toat question.
In the case of the Hungarians, it was dope openly besause the cpposition to -
Dusaien Cammzioe ané ite puppets in Hungary began on the patt of other comuniats
_who ooasidersd themselves the genmuine Marxists., Yhus, Iare Nagy, in hia eppeal
againat expuleior (it was published in this country as "imre Nagy ot Comrunien”,
‘Prager, EKew York) stated that we have forgotten what the philosophy of Murzism

is and why we bave joined this liberation movement which was %o have freed,
hixjanity. The seme thing was trus of the intelleotuasle who woze not coxmunist-
pariy members, tut wers olosme to them in the Petofi cirole, and finelly when

the workers defined what they wanted, workers' control of producticn through
Workers' Councils, us ageinst domination by the communist astate, they ell

used the originzl expreesion of Marxiem, whick wes A thorough-going Bumanisp

or naturaliem”. The reasson Marx se charscterized hia philosopby was due to the
fact that he wes gighting on two frontss (1) Capitalistic private propsrty,

and (2) Vulgar oomnunicsm, which thought 4that all the ille of capitalism would

be over with if only we did away with private property. Marx' contention, on

the other hand , was thst thet could be only a first step and thet unless

they did away with what was most evil in capitaliem -~ did the vision between .
mental and manuel-labor, whick degraded common man to & cog in a maching =—-

theoy would only get themselves a now form of exploitation and not to freadom.

Now, it is true tbat in Africa none of those phrases were used and
ad you correctly slated, pesople rejected or mccepted Marxiem on the basis of
what was going on in Russia or even more precisely what they thought was going
on in Ruesie in the case of rapid industrialization. Nevertholess, the various
countries that wore gaining their independence from the first one, Chana, it
was quite olear that they d4id not went to become part of the two—world nuclear
powers struggling for world domination. They were locking for & new path to
industrinlization — o human path. It is this, precipely, which got Flirushohev
worried enough to decide 4o enter Africa and make them mccept the communiet pzath,
either through econcmic aid or an ideology which claime to have divested itself
from Stalirisn, and to be genuine Marximm-Leninims, or to muddy up the watera
politioelly —- anybhing so long aps they could get them to opjoee the "Fest'.
Both froo the speeches of Leopold Semnghor and even to Toure, vho is closer to
Rusuin than any of the cther African countrles, it io quite olear that they
did want & humanist, a universal cilklization, free from all exploitation and
disorimination. FWhether it is possible to get that in a world divided inte two
is another matter. Naturslly I consider that unless they do make their world
tha truly third forcs of freedom through self-aciivity of the masses and oppose
both private capitaliem and the state capitalist varisty that callse itself
communiem, netibhr Africe nor the rest of humanity mey have any history to tel
after the nuclear holocnust.
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- Just .one mors point on the gueation of Humaniam m erioa, or rather
how 1 kmm thet thet was the opposition, Rurslon Gamuniem was westing. In
1355 thay unleashed & vary oharp campsign against the sarly Marx whare Karx
had daveloped this idsa of bumanism, sinting that he was giill young and immature
&t the time snrd undsx Hegelisn influencs. It struok me ¢dd, indsed, %hat o
campaizn should ba unleashad againet works that very few psople lmaw about and
which hed never bees pubiiched in Englieh zt all (I war in faot only tronslating
then for the first time into English to be puhliahad. 28 ¢n appeadix for my book,
"iarxiom aud Freedor"). EKnowing Ruseis as wall as I do, I knew that they would
newar be intorssisl in a theorstiael debota for its own 2eke; thet they are a
great powar end like any capitalistic power they miot be feeling a real liva
opposition chich dusce iteelif on this. I wrote defending the young AATx &s
bealing no difforent thap the old Merx and at ibe same time maiZ that thie iype
of an attxok wust acen thet the East German Revolt mgeinst commvnist rule in
1853; waloh vas orushed, wes not remily desd, btut only driven underground and
that wo might expoot soms Teal firaworks from the East Buropssn ocoustries.

& you lmow, tho very next year we had ‘the Hungarian Revolution, and it wes
rearly six months afier that before the dosiments began coming out which shewad
that the Hungarians ked indeed raised the guestion. I¥ thore woren't such a
big division betwoen mome of the Afriocan intellectualis snd the African masgaes,
thay, tvo, would know that their espirations for freedom and the Marxist theory
of liberation 15 ona and the same thing. _

. .. T do hope I will have & chance to give my a.na.lyaia of the Ai’riom
Freedom Fighters.at the UCLA Campus. Bessie wrote me that you were to spesk

40 ‘Dr. Colezan. His "Nigeria" is very fine, especially because there are aso

fow studies by whites that really know the netional movoment. However, 1% is
naturally limited by his own Vviewpoints, and some of the references he makes to
Troteky are quite unworthy of a acholar, sinoe they are taken from Tertiary;
howevor, that iu minor. Whet is of major imporiancs is to recognize the struggle

_.-in life and in.theory because we live in an sge where thers can bte no division
Thatwesn theory-and-preotices, - I-want-ito thank you in agvance for anrthing Jou
might do to get that lecturs for me.

. I was very interected to read "African Life" and eapecially so to see
the provlems that the Africans are encountering in the Trade Union fields where,
unfortunately, white ladbor plays & reactionary role. That, too, I would like
to discuse with you some day. Meanwhils, I enclose five dollars for which I
would appresoiate your ontering my subscription to "African Life"; wo will aleo
run 4 1little ad in News and Letters for you and trust that will bring you some
subsoriptions. Ie the handsome man on the front page your brother?

Do plemse glve my warmest greetings also fo your wife whom my sister
desoribes as an absolute beauty.

eme e oo . Yours,
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