7 _ Dacembar 16, 1960
‘Dear A, N, L. Winat

: While I 4iQ xiot have the privilege of meating you when I waa in
Low Angeles, I do want to take sdvintage of your knowing Bessie to suy a
Tew wods about one of the books that le avidently on your iist of reuding,
-enbitied “The End of Idoology” by Daniel Ball. I i8 & good emough exumple
of thedy mdridgable sulf Zfrom thoir owm ege whan the world 3nc naver bsen
Bc full of siTuggles for froedom and, Mherefore, for the mindm of man wall
tast Btete Department type of ideologishs, Like Daniel Beil, should ohoome
to call his book "The Mnd of ldsolugy® ard indsed, for him, it is the end.

The bank im't Teslily o book, that is to say, it's not a contimuous

acvelopaent of idexs cr fasts, Rather, it is & hap=haesard 0ollsction of

osdayn that Bell kas published from time to time for very Aifferent rurposen

and in vary Aifferent stages of his own devoiopment — if his standing still

oatt be eallcd development. Take for a¥Bmple one of the'betior” essays on

"Work and Its Discontents®. It was written originelly in 1554 when ke wae

isbor Rditor of the supbr=richmas's Jowanal, Fortune., By stealing s little

‘9t fyom Marx or aliocnetion, and super-imposiug upon it some half-baked

studien of how dissatisflsd tha Amerioun worker was with hia conditiona of

lzkor, he mwnaged at loast to mlmx admit the fadt that the American worker
44 mot think this the dest of gll possibie worlds. In a word, the negative,

the oritical features stood out. It is truo that Amplicit in it wap what
American msnagenent. has slways tried to use rhyobology for ~— to.soft-soap
~the unbearable profustion conditiona. thuwough sc~called"Lamen relations”
- prolests. Tis workers had a hetter word for it; they orlled $1t'hogd-pheinking® .
Ths worker who didn't keep up with production would be called ixto tha scounsellor
‘and asked, in & paternal pammer, what was the mattor with his family or what .
W iroubling hiw on finanoces; or 414n't he got along well with the ather workers
. "on ¥he line,.and then would follow nome picayune agreeqent that some minor thing
would be ahsnged, and this, of vourse, was supposed to hove mads him. so happy
with {he aitention given him that he would produce mecrs and more. Bui as X
said, all these were only implivit, not sxpliolt in the little essny when it

vay first published. 3y 1960, when 1t got, put into the ook, "The ind of
Ideology®, Bell bhas not only made this the explioit aim, but be hus dared to
say that his is {he alternate, truly raslisiic, American,"demoorstio® answer
to-the question of alisastion, that is to say, feeling of being a foreigner

iz your own workshop and couniry. )

Hor does Ball hava the elemeatary honesty to 2all atiention to the
faot that there kes been any ohange in his view. The re-writing of history
is u faworite pamt-time of Cozmunist totelitarianisn and Capitanlistic froe-
enterprises, but ¢hat im supponedly for a'"cause's~ The state; This is the
firet time the osuee ia nothing more than the eégo of Daniel Bell, one of tho
heade of "Qongreos of Cultursl ¥resdom", vhioh is supposed to teach newly~
independent nationz like Africs the raszson they should follow "ilgmocracy versus
Communism." Deliberately, vary dsliderataly, fr Le knows better, Danie) Bell
alvays uses communiom and Maryimn as if thsy are synomoun, instead of being what
they aTe: oppusites, for Merxism 1o the theory of liborstion, whercas communien
is that of onnlavenert of their cwn proletariat, as woell. ns figating for the
same type of world domination that imerica fights for. I said that Bell very
doliberately interchanges these two uffices in the moanner of boik Rusaian
Ccamunise and American Capitalima. Y should have added he does that at all
timos, oxoevt when hu suddeniy wanta to ohow how erudite he is and at that tige
he tkrows ia unobtrusively, that of oourss Mare wouldn's quite rocognize his

progeny in BRussico.
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Bellts uain epomy is Rucsian Communisn only because he iives in
Amorica. If he livad in Rusnis, it would be tHe smot opposite. He hes
no mere prinoiples ibhan his Runsian counterparia, and yst he passes for
oome gort of oxpert on Harxima, I will limit mynelf at ihie point %o one |
other éscay publishel in a &ifferent places, including his hook, always with
a different title, whiah i slouted to the preoise mubjoot that is baing dio-
ounsed ‘st the momont, eo a to giva tho sppocrance thrt 1¢ wao written fer thut
purpess. I ao scferring to an esmay shich X belleve was called firgt "Allenation™,
I% was Lm delivereld al Colvmdia imiveraity on Doosuber 29, 1959. At that %ime,

. @lieaatlon m3 "the thirgM, And Bell had the gall o try to zay that 1% was not
eriginel wlth Marx, or for thet mettor with Hegel, and thnt in feot 1t ie reocogniged
by all and sundry o be trus, 2s witkess hie Work and Discentemt, wnich incidently
kas at lensi & correct sub=titls "The Oult of Efficiensy in Amerioa". It wasz
Bsllis contention thai only the American intolleotual shakas off his uzbilicsl
oord to the Msyxian thought on alienation, would thay really he original, otc., eta.,
eto. By 1960 svespone waa talking mot about alfenstion, twmi about hmsanisn, .

I do not kvow whewhor you are soquainted with my werk, Marxiem end PraeGor", Tuk
there 1 was not only the fired to re-print Marz' oseays in English, but io stress

_thvoughout that ulienation is only ‘the nugative aspeet of the worier's feelings,
dut thot lamaniom ie beth the positive aspiration of the worker and the conoxete
pame that Msrx guve %o his phkilosophers. As you no doubt know, we osll ourselves
Marzist--Hunanists and in 1958 wien my work wus published, the conoept wam otill
‘89 new that no one bothsred to figure it out ~— no one, of courss, exoEpt us.

We wireesed the fact thet it ia no accident that Muyx called his ral)osophy
Huaenist becausa ho wae fighting twe onemies; one, the czpitaliots and therefore
olsss soolely, which exploited the worker; two, the commmists of hie day, who
thought that all 1lla of capitulisn: wouid be done away with onve you did awuy

. vwath private property. Yarxz' contention was that you will pever dc away with

olasa gociaty until you have dwne away with what is moat degrading in it —- the
divigion .between montal uné marusl labor. That tho abolition of private proparty

was the first step, bui if you did not get to the humax roots, ¥you would only ond

up Uy kaving,in the placs of private capitzlimm, steie capitalisis and the workers

would etill be werkeras, and the cupitalists and intelleotuals the "thinkers", leaders
who would order the workers around,

Even to us who discovered Marxist-Humspiom, and adopted this ap our om
philceophy, Husanism appoured as only an zspiration, g theory. By the tine, .
bowever, that all the news came out frem the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 against
Runsien totalitarisnism, it boceme olear that thosme Proodem Fighters had unfurled
thoe benner of humaniom ac tho oonorete demand of the duy, the sge, the need of
the world. At the other ond of the world, in Africs, the seme question wns raised,

th dheoretically by Leopold Senghor im hiy "Africen Socialiom" where he clearly
states that the easence of Marxiem is not covnomis, but tho himanist vhilosophy,
end preotically through the urgent neod for the Africane to industrializs without
waniipg to take ihe prth of capitalictic industrialirzation. The ohkolce before then,
therefore, ssomad to be Amerion or Ruseis, but mome suw thst neither was really

an independent ruad and, therefore, ralsed +the question of new human relations

to solve agonomic problems. I deal with thnt in "Nutionalism, Communiem, Marxiste

Bumanism — Afro-Acian Rzvalutions, both an it applies tu Africa in a nuclear age

and as it figured in the sarly thoughts of Lenin and later thoughte of Troiaky

(which I oppoaad).
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' To get baokt to Boll, tha essey on Alienation wuddanly appsare in
Boviot Survez, April-Tune, 1960, as "In Serxoh of Ouweipt Fuaan]ex®.

Danisl Ball 1s expert on peppering his eteays and bookm with so many foot-

potas; innIndins bz most. obsgure type of rofersuces that the reader who

dosan't kncw 48 wute he Las covored the field, In fact, Le teilored the

field to svit hiz theses nud #11 rofercuces o thy opposition vicw are limited

1o those who havo 2weT. 9inos I 4o not, not a mingle roference fo eithsr uy

- book or my pemphlet, although ho knows Yoth very aell, Ir fast, once bafore,
4 ooxple of ysars 039, he wrote a supposedly exbaustive oB8AY on riate capitelime
in World Moiitios, without ohde mentioning mo, even though I zag the first ena
to kave nnolyzed $he Rosgian soonomy tarcugh taeir Plve-Year Plope and consluded
that thay were state capitulisto as far bsck as 1941. In that cise, ¥ wrote to
the editor an objection to hiz essay whioch nevsr bothered 4o cone {0 gripu with -
whal Les boen written procinely on his gubjact and sent hine copy. He neut BO3O
fantastio exsuse ond asksd whether the editor wan publishing it vhen {1} he kvaw

- that tdey did aot publich lettexrs; and (2} that wae not the problem,

© . The emsey itdelf ir @ misp in zuch Zore secicus revisions of history
. than that which 2onoemne By worke. It ie Matx himself that ne perveris and ¥
migkt say in a much nore igooront way than ais knowledge should have ccupellad

Bin 0 do; bus he has no more fetefulnses to Imowlodge than he has to organizations,

idess and huran relations,

reston, cutside of the fact that thie ia a book you are
' _ oquenzial an intellectizl
3 porulates our csmpunes,
African revolutions coufingd
not that they give tha African penpla bread
't fallking abourt it will get thom off their
For Uarr knew, and £o ds thege nobodies, who dn
not want to follow Marr. that the struggie for freedom makes tbe illitarate
axoses the supericrs to these litarati in thought 2= well 28 in action., Beocausy
to them, both thought sud action ave inseparable and coparete., It is no soctdont
at all that the slogan of the Freedon Fighters in Burops, fighting againgt Buszian
totulitarianism "8 "hread and fresdon' zad the bapner of tho Afvican revolutionary
wus “freodom end food”, .

I woulld like 4o hear from you ou this, as wall as on ihe concrete
heppenings in Korthern Rhodenia. I kad the privilege of asating Ke:r neth Kaunds
wksn he wan hers, but our tims gag very limitad, and hie teaka ara very grsat and

I @ bopa T will te able to see nim in porsonm if 1t will bepossidbls
to convines enyopa who has money %o hsalp pay for this trip, whick is intogrel to
ny next book on thy Philosophic Foundriions of the 3trugglen for Precdan in Africs
and latin Americe, as well ss fov the setual zetivity in which we ore ell involved
ia struggling for a new werld.
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