LEATEN e

Saturday, Nov. 12, 1960

Dear Walt and Betiy:

. I em enolosing, Walt, not only the copy of the letter. ¢o Louis.

Which is the special mme Rae waild like you t9 grapple with first -

“.but also the aopy of the letter to B3aul, vwhich you a2iready resd over
» but at the varty when there was not much time or qulet to study 1t
and "eco0ld", that is, with ns other letters to 111 qu¢ the gaps so to
spsak, Both of these letters are REB noplea, and must be ratumed when
you are through with them ~- althaugh you should nst let that needlecsly
hurry you. Take vour time to study thew snd reread as often as ‘you :

think neceasary,” - .

In relation to the Dear Louis letter Rae asked me to tell you that
there are two things she is most interssted in and wwmld 1like you 4o .
chew over becauss she knows 89 1ittle about 1t herself. Both things
.oongern Eirdtein,” and hoth mean some heavy reading for you: (i) Rae
would like you to get and read the edition of Einstain's work on thia
Theory of Relativity in which either the Preface is written by & woman

" Hamed Bruris Kaufman, or else Einstein gays In 1t that he credits her
with having simplified his theory. Rae thinks .this is the fifth edi~
tisoe, but isn't sure., You ¢wld rheck 1t by making sure it is the one
which has the Brurla Kaufman reforence I've just mentioned, (2) Rae
would like you to read zlsc Einstein's Unified Ffield Theory itself,
vhieh mey or may not he incdiuded in this same edition, she doesn't know
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The reasm is as follows: VYou may or may uot have known that Rae
-waas not only in touch with those warkingelosest with Einstein, but

"won'" their respect and "aupnort" as well, and Rae discussed with Brurh
those ssveats of the unified fisld theory which she felt were very im-
nortant not onlv t9 selence hut to humaniam 28 - well, Bruria, however,.
kapt insisting that the unified fimld Lieory simply meant that they had
found the farmula whinh ahawed matter and energy could be convertad one

to the ether, and that it showed 211 fie 1ds were not mly related but
unified with no fast divisions between them, (Forgive me for what I am
sgge 1}:: ad*'vglgalfiq:tion" af what Rae has passed on to me), Rae, on tie
other han 48 kept Inslsting that even thou science refusca to ap-

- 13779 ply dialectics to history, while it accepts ighfor acience, it is img.




possible to pacs of? as mere "secident" the faat that the theory of
relutivity wus first pronounced in 1905 at the same time a3 social.
revolution was bursting forth all ovar the world : in Russie, in -
Amerioa with the IWW, in s+rida with the .ZULU rebellion against Bri-
teing The uphsavale were haoth sonial and. saclentifle therefare, ond
Rue is certaln that when people areinvovied in trying to change their
lives 1t impela revolutions in other flelds as well,”

- Now let's akip all the wav to 1945, which was the first ysar in
which this theory of relativity could be PROVEN ( a la the bonb)}, Su
Tar as Rae 18 2omnerned there ia no reasadn on earth why this fantastie
delay of 38 years had to take place, excapt that capitalism was not
reedy for it until tha wor neaded 1t. However, by this time there was
-8 new fages in scelel revslution - that is, by now, as different from
1905, the world had passed to the astaga of WOWLD revolutien as the
only sort possible to aliow humanity tv develop. It was as necsseary
for humanity, as ths unified fiald theory wes necessary for aclence,
if soience were to develope, . And sure encugh, ou the heols of
Agtamation end Atomice energy came the unified £ield theory 4in 1950,

.. Rae wante to know what you thnk, or what yeou kmow about any
of this, thinking always in terme of the two 'levels both historically
and- acientifically of 1905 and 13 . Tp devalop this idea a bit
gqighar‘ﬁae has taken the develop of Russia in the past 15 years as

ollowsy ' ‘

..Russla geems to have been able to Junp ahead in the saientifin
fleld first because 1t was not hindered by the "pragmatism? which
American secientists suffer frow -— as well ss the Tant that 1t was
n2t hindered by any imposed "religl we" prejudices, so that 1f it
came close to adme new idea it dild not withdraw beravse 1t would- be
getting too close to the searet of 1ife op some such thing, ' By
having this adventage to begin vith,mre 1t began to move, it moved

with great lesps,

In the pericd 1945 t9 1950  came the A bomb for Rusain, Stalin,
however, was a stoe sraund the.neaol bocguse he kapt wanting to move
.to war, Ao that the veriod from 1950 to 1953 was one in which the
Ruasian bursasucracy kevt trving to get rid of Stalin. In 1953 he
Tinally dled znd they stopped the Korean War (vhich was as unpopular
in Ruseia as 1n‘America,,1neidanta11y) and really noved aghead snien-
tifioally, By 1958 they had their Smiinik, HIS IS WHAT RAE IS
CALLING THE DISZONTINUOUS IEAP, that 18 not only had they caught up
vith Ameriea, but they had surpassed us, 1In other words they vane
Buparler not only relatively {that is their rate of development)
but absolutely,

other words,

Boveral decades were anent befor
Since World War II, mly 3 +
they are almost simltaneous,

Rae wants to know fran vyou which partas of nhemistry or nure
8cience or technology that You are acquanted with, or can bacome aa-
wuadnted with hrough some hsavy reading on it, could define ths 1limil~
tationg of Ameriecan bourgeois goience -- and permitted Rusaia'a ad-
vanoe, To this day, 4msrina has no thrust equal to Russia's,
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.¥elllimow, Hae 1a not the slightest concarned with
wasls, She has analyzed t.hut'ror-humnity already. . Whet ghe
' ﬁ ‘Atiterestsd in ia how thim "disqnntinuoua" leapaould work
#rithe: unieveloped aountries (10 that they need not 80 through
& Berrors of aapltalian tg bring industrial development to
Apl ocuntries, c R - )

ERCI
I
B B

T bagan. thie 1stter youterdsy, and todey Sunday we just.
her Tiret Preasntation to the Detroit oommittes,. It wes
L4 .ave~-eone,

U e i tosk noter, byt ny head ia ealmming with g1)
b .paoked into th he lrook_lng forward

: a6 hour snd o half, =z wiil
ettera to her 88 '‘Mich &s.she will, -
hope this o wering:letter” ; _

' % Rus 18" driving-
$8 inslide thew,. A gaod quest

A

ton .19
g}é‘z&onﬁ.’"a ]ﬁ:‘j&&fﬁ to a1l of vuu. Hope you get t¢
tape . at ot's and‘.ggohnnieq‘ &8, i ' o

Waruly,




