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. Dear Louis:. -~ >

S Horewith ie the sutmation of Ch.% on Modern Selence of Guatav:

- Wetver's "Dialectical Materialism”, which may be rather inadeguate when
you consider that the aumsation was made b. one who knows next %o nothing
‘about sclsnce, Neverthelsses I know my Morxism and therefore wish to warn:
you mgalast the foliowing in locking at this work ¢r, for that matter, :
"gtrlet" selentific works: - ' : ' :

1)The fragmention of the worker in our sgociety brings with .
g:‘it the fragmentation of the intellectual. Thus this work leaves out the -
-groat revislon of 1543 bacause that cne wes o the "economic" field wher
he 18 concerned with science. itut the value thecry invalved dialéctins
in tho following fundamental sense which would have thrown & great deal ]
of ligh% on his precious sclmmce: a)the structure of CAFITAL wos changed - -Ie
—eaven if you should ileuve out the Humanisn of Marxism, the"bones" alons
revaal the inseparebllity of economies, hilstory, dialsetics. Thus whea
you threw out Che. 1, 83 you were asked %o do by the Soviet economietis,
and allegaedly subetiiute for the wnit of caniialistic wealth--the
gommodity—-the "historig" daveleopment of commodity, vou at one ard the
8aume time rob of its-glag3content and the polnt at which the leap is
mede from mere surplus-aboVe consumption which is bartered in primitive -
_eocicties to surplue wvalue extracted from laborer whick is invested in
“ever greater proguctionta la state cepitalism, For scierce, whkich is
Wetter's subjsct, this 'meunt being uneware of the breaking point in
Ruasia¥ attitudes to the empitical sciences, of which more later,

2)The Russiens divide Merxian philosophy in 2: dialecties

-

_matexialism-and historieal matarialism, Taking his oue from thkut,. o
" Heltor concerng himself only with t»e former, not with the latter aw if -
- -.-%hat were poasible, (Yhe lnssland do it for {the very same rsason that
e "7 Yhey broke the structure of teaching Merx's CAPITAL-~to hide both the
A " irner eprings of their socisty and to transform history itself into en
‘abatraction. That is to say, you comzsider "gucieties": slave, feudal,
- -capitalich, "soclalist” without seeing the SELFDEVELOFING SUBJZCT, the
PROLETARIAT, who alone can bring sbout "the negation of the nepation®
and establish a acciety whers the indjvidiel is the socisl eniity and
only preof of its froedom. The Ocmmunists as state-capitalists and
Wwetter as Jesult want to djisresnrd that "subject",) Suppose we let them
do it because we "reslly" want to study scienco "objectively," The
very history of science itself would give the lie to that not only
tacause, taking it from Planck throusgh Einstein, 4the hictoric period L
would have a great deal to say on the subject, but because the very inner:
dialectic of science dependa on its continuity and accumulsted xnowledro

3)Proof is in the"sirictly“dialectic chanter when,
of all things, the [i955 e vision of the negation of the negation is.
treated as a re—establishment (sic!) of that law., Th2 reason? Technicalfh
3talin just began omdt:fting that basic law from his "vrincipel features :
of the dislectiec" becavse, of courae, he feared its connection with the
tverthrow of his state, Iong before Xhrushchev and his Destalinization
however 1t became quitec evident that the chauvinism, "new dialedetical
law of crificism and self-critiecism” whirh of course meant disregard of
real actual world, its objective development was leaving russia far behind
Ly The A-bomb awoke 8talin with 2 gtart and he began secreaming at. the

Ao selentispa, Empiricel data, technoslogy, etc.ete. and in a few years they.

N/ hed 46, AlNow in 1955 when "negation of negation" was not jurt abolition !
of atale "in general” but concrete Humanish vhilosoohy as its banner, !
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- the Russians found they "couldn't" attack it because it haa been left
out altogether of the various editions of Marx's worke since it waa s
JFirst published in the late 1920s and early 19%0s, 88...,Karpushin, whils
“writdmg mgminsi Marx'a Barly Esseys, must ask for their republication,
"Hegation e¢f negation" now beging to veappear especially in the seiences
. -Decansq they are beginning 4o deal with the relativity theory and so -
we get the following in 1956: o
‘ ; "The nihilistic attitude towards the
solence & culture of bhurgecis soclety which has long heen in evidence
wap having a negative effec* upor verious aspeste of our own practical
work. The Plenum of the Party C.G. of Jugly 1955 foreibly condemmsd such
an approsecr to the achievements of the caprtalist countries & called for i
an application of the best ¢f these echievements in the flelds of seternce . :
and tgchnology in the interests of communist construstion," Th:- Busaiang
callad this article "Some Preblems Concerning the Iaw of the Negation
of the Fegation" and it is this Wetter (and many who are not desult, N
believa me, do the smzme) ag proof of "re-establishment” of law of negationy
. of negation as piimary, ' . ' .
o _ Now there are some things from which.Wetter suffers?;
which do stem from his Jesuitism, such as being wlgarly apiritualistie g
“ to counter the Communist vulgarly mateialistic approach. But, on the .
-whole, he is helpful in seeing or helping his readers who are not as
‘Prejudiced as he to see certaln of the relations of dialectical ‘laws and-
-~ natural sciencs. : " . . . S
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T But I get neitner from him, nor the Rﬁasiéﬁs,nur
the ‘atheistic, sophisticated intellectuals anawers %o the followlng
~- ‘guestions ard I suspect that you as our new physicist alone will be able iy

to giver , i

éa*it is by the Russiasns, help the Russian seientists strike out on their
-own in advance of "Wegtern science", It was not oniy concentration while
penny-pinching Eigsenhower BEig Business Cabinet headed by BM Wilson :

counted profits that produced the 3putnik, We are still behind Russisne
in thrust, and God lmows what else, -

.. 2)¥hen they did make their leap, did that, technoiogically,
produce n discontinuous development so thet, far from having"to catch up"
in all spheres, they have sufficient knowhow in sufficient spheres to

. become: "superior" in what matters in capitalist society: military, and
1 perhaps even heavy industry,

_ 3)Of course their downfall with Automation wil® be the same
as here: that éelf—developing subject--the proletariat, But, narrowly, ‘
does it-meen that, living in the a2ge of "the wnified Fficld +theory" (I have
geen not g zingle reforence to it, s0 perhaps it is too new and untrisd
for books and exists only in artieles) not only Ruasia, but even the
underdeveloped countries {(ah, there's the Tub) could leap ahead,

In this respeect, as I close, I want also to call atiention to
yet one more failure in Tretakyism and that is the concept that it is
"the backwardness of the Russian proletariat" that allowed for + g
revolution to be lost to Stalin's counter-revolution., It was a{trap that
ot even us, although we always tried to qualify it by saying it “"™techno-
logically speaking." Tommyrot as all the African revolutions now show

"not alone" asn revolutions, but in reconsitruction of goeciety, ineluding

0T 1)To what extent did dianlectical materialism, even as pervertedig‘; .
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"technoiogical'projects" from Aswam Dam to the poor becks of Chine
peaaants who are pushing that country's "lnap foruard."”

It me Just give yvou & piece of pure Hagelianism here,
and if 1t sounds like gibberish now, it won't by the time you have
that chaptor on science finished in the noxt 6 montuu AT 503 ,

"Gonsequently, the activity of the end is not directpd
sgainst itseilf, for the pvurpose of absorbing and assimilating o given
deternination: 1t eims rether at positing its own determination, “end
by transcending the determinatlio s of the externsl worid, at giving
1tself reoality in the form of exte: nal actvality.” Science of Logie,

Vol.II,p.461)"

. On asecond thought I will send a eopy of this to REB, noi for any
s activity” but for people t¢ read at leisure, especlally people who
- will ‘he doing this for the book, like John on engineering or rather
xechnnlogy a8 'a whole, 3aul on intelligentsia, etc.ete,

.P.S. I sm also attaching Wetter's latest article fn DABDALHS

: " {(Suwmer 1960)end wish to oall sperial attention (p.589) to thii
. "Ohe exitiecal reformulation of the theory of welativity: demanded’ by.
;A‘lexanﬂrov primarily concerns the ovar-all ghtructure of: the tHeory,
In the. coaventional structure of this theory one proceeds from the‘
relat;ve o the absclute, okeandrov insists on the oppoB¥™e” Pro-
_ -cedurﬁa fﬁ% starting point must be the material (real) connection
+ bate phenomens. (i.e.,the 'actions') and from these comnectigna the
general laws &eon oep%s of spuce~time relations that arise from them
- ars to be derived, Acqordinz to Alexandrov, the general space time
structure of the world is a manifestation-of its czuse~effsct struc—
_ Ture: the causal reletions determine the space-time relations...The

wish was exnressed {at 10/58 conf.) that in fubure there should be
goparate disfuseions of the vhilogophicael questions of the general
theory of relativity, in which 1t would be necessary, o beiin with
to deepen phllosophlically the categories of dislectical materialism~
abaolute and relative, avatract & concrete, property &relation,
content &form." (VORIOSY PILOSOFII 1959 #2,=- .77—8”¥

Now those last "wishes" can never be fully realized in ;
Ehrushchev’ g Russia becauze of +thelr vulgar materialism which conceiver
not only that reality contains nothing but matter &that conseiousnces
arose from metier by purely evoluticnary means but, above all, because”

Labsclute for our sge gan srise only from SELV*DLVFLOPING 3UBJICT,
the proletariat, vhere bhoth mental and cless s ruzgles unite to
achieve "a negation of the negation® which ig/Very different society -
that that which existe in.Russia, However, that will gilve me no
diffisulties whatever in my book whereas phyasles, to the extent that
I wish to grasp it as part of the total view and the specifics of
the competition with Ameriecan capital which I call nov discontinuous
development will give me "troubles" & it is in this field I wish your

collebortion,
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