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. WDRID VIEW OF THE NEGRO QUESmJON

Ve ex"e 'Ee'rting up not only the Organixatimal Inte.;-lude,

rhapter 9, hut alsc the origtn tf white alvilization., Desplte

‘vhﬂt fart, I will nut begin with the hieturic origiﬂe elther

of eiviliﬂatiun or of the,Hegrp in hie homeland, but 2n thie

"epnﬁineqt -~ in other worda, the. Americen Negro. Because from

”‘a Marxlast Humanist point of view, the nritlecal and decislve puint

always e wha stage of produection are we in. That determines

the reiatiena of peoples at production -=- in other words management
- anﬂ Wu*ker, ‘ané many pecple who are not in pruduction, whether

i“it’e etudant or white collar worker or artist, and who do not

E:like to be plaoed sutaide of th_s eantrel core which gecldes
the ty;e ot eoniety vau have, and the type of relatiuns you

rheve. The Iaut is that the other element to thia stage of

1*:prodnnt1nn - tha extra leven =--isg provided to make hlstory,
':the human foroce besides the working elass 1s that which is
'provided by the minority groups -= or wvhat ia known as the

"natiunal questiom., wa will gat down a little later when we

"dlscuas ideologles 1a to whether the Negro is a natimal

queet}ﬁn. It used to be.denied, even though 1% is not

denmled now, And therefars both from the p2int of view of

whet is the stage of productlon, and what 18 the necessary
other Ingredient on the human faeter, that is what is proviédd
by the nati-nal question in this country i1s this declisive proof
that both of these elements willl show you the courase of hisbory.

We therefore must wvlew the question, even though 1t's a world
view of the Negro, in the emtext of Amerlican history, of which

the Nearo is the maost Integral part, in fact an indlvislble part,
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faolpﬁfkarat“aiviaiun will he.Americﬁn Hiétary, the later part of
14, and sur soeond division will be the “orld Visw, Now, unaer
.Amoxioan xxﬁuxgx history, we will have I~ FromBlavery to Oivil
‘War and Reconstruation. That w111 take us appfcximate;y from the
.eirlv 1Bt centry vhen they began being hrought here as slaves

Jta approx‘ma»a]y 1875 when there wis the su-called gentelemen's
agrsemsnt to withdraw the trogpa from the Bouth, and allow the

o suthern Bourbous +9 re-sstablish thelr rule.

» el II The Popullet Movement

a théfiﬁéué%rial “orkefa.ﬁf the Worid, That will be the 1880's

' . : "' III'The'Heavy'Industry end
deology, whiah will bring us up 9 WWII @nd haove the
o lowing nub—divisiﬂna.
= .1~WWI anu the appearance of Garveylsm
s2-gNAABP, Sorialism and the Communist Intemational
.5- 1930'a, 010, Trotskylsm

,ﬂ%_will not oonslder WWII uatil we aome tns the World View.

0

I Frum Saaver" Throueh Reconstruction

(Rafer to TW on Exelusini of Negroes warps ninda of whites) Cne
of tha establizhed myths and bourgeois 1dealugies which has nsthing
 tq Ao with the truth is that the Negrﬁ who was brought here was
Juut 80 happy wlth his usster that he was even on the master's slde
when he was supposed to get freedown, In faol, the whole hilsts

of the tegrn in this country, is a history sf Negro Revolt, and
none maIre 39 than t}e period of the slave revolts. This artiele
" which deals with the alave revalt in genoral, deals not so much

with the sev-lt as XN an article -- a 11*tle pamphlet of 76 Pages
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that'was written hy a Négré, a freed legre ca?1ed Davig walkerf

.aalled "An Appeal to the Colored Pewple of This Yountry". And ha
"hﬁd dﬁréd take 1ssuo nat only with the whites 1n general, hut

as higb a's the Presldency and the rresldent who had written the

be ,laratlnn sf Indepandennc -~ Thanes Jeffepsan,‘who himeelf had
lsaves even though he had writien that all men ere ereatod free and
egual. And whon he dared gay in nis statement " your race prejudice
'ﬂili ybt:wipe you off the face of the earth" -~ just sonsider some-
V&Fbeza ;ﬁ the late 1820's, when the Negro 1s Eanaidared hoth doeile
.,And”& ai ave. and aavagﬁ unless we' have damesticatad him or sgmething--‘

hat 1t arwatod, tn the oourtry ag g wnole. . Evary ﬁouthennLogis-

“‘_haugh the Negroes who Wwere Blaves wera mostly llliterate they

'iﬁ.knew'every word in that pamphlet. Those who e=wwldn't read would
89 %3 somebody who aould, The re are éoverél-reasons why it is very
;important, Firat of all, the 1deolngy, the dynamisn uf idsas that

N came cut of this David Walker, was far superisr to anything that

exiated 1n even the highest, most liberal, most glorlous whites

1n tne wordd that I'm always playlng up ~- the Abolit*onists.

I am always talking about the fant thzt the Abolitionists added

a8 dlmension L2 the Aﬁcriaan eharanier Lecauae the whiie Wew Englarnd
intellentuals sssoniated with the runaway slavea follawing the
North Star t9 freedom. Because they had given up everything to

be the soecial medium £or thils procise struggle for freednom, Now

I want to turn 1% around and tell ynu that the Negro added thie

dimension to the white, He was a vanguard even in this,




-

_ geveral?.
‘Rot- unti.: 7 years after Walller's pamnhlet did we have the first

- appaaraﬁoa of the great abolitlonist paper "The Liberator" and
-;ta slogan 1a "the world is my country." 'That is ansther great
rov'y fant, heoasuse here in 1831 Wm..Llloyd Garrison says that
the ﬁational nomndarles are insufficient to give him a country.
wIt ia at that puint.ﬁhen the white intelletuals ccme toward the
.8truggle that the antual revolt in the Sputh led by Nat Turner and

baf‘ore him Vessey and tefore him gomesne else -~ that tha two forcas

‘(unite ta fcrm the great forward movement for 30 years befors they

i'm.lly a.ohiaved the Yivil War in the U,3"

Tn fhis tmgglr ‘the women -- both the whit.e women in the North

| ;bu'i'.i mure eaperiallv the Nﬂgrn women 1n the South, who d4idn't Imuw

‘. fhow tu rec.d but vware graat do-er3 and revolutionarias and thir.kera,
j)&aﬂd pa.rtim.la.rly the 2 greatent of ‘hem Sojourner Truth and Harriet
l‘Tubman. Ther'e was not a aingls meatling that - they addreused that

-

dldn's ereate & riot or a new nevement, and nn 2ne dared compete
-Railway

with ‘them, Herrlet Tubman was a leader 1n the Underground mmwx
- whieh moat of you know was neither underground nor a railway
- it sinply meant that you ae a slave, would take the chanece of
Tollowing the Worth Star to freedom even Lif 1t meant you mlght be.
‘shot dead or bitien to death by the viseisus dogs that the slave
owners usad, Hurriet Tubman wgs a sonduetor in this rallway.

In other words, she walil return to the Ssuth which had been her
home and take a group of men, women and children, and lead them
North to waylay stations., In all her trips she never lost a
passengAr -- not mee, “he Adid the same glorisus work in the
G1vil War, for the Northern armies, They had a hard time convlnelng
Lineoln that the Neagro should have something to say about his own

freedsn. It wes not only that they were se great as leaders for
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for the struggle rop freedon for their own ‘meople, but they were

very great in stimlating the struggle for white women, In
other woids the re ‘Wer-e == Bay, the abolit.ionista --s8tood for
the aboliticy o slavery, hut they vore opposeq 44 the women
hs.viﬂg theip rights, The stwrggle fop Negro freadom stimulisted -
the simggle Tor women's py #hte -~ that'sg 'whan the atr'up;sle‘ for
the vste hegan - ang f:haf.'s wher theve was ng Ban who woulg
c¢hal p their meeting (do 't ask me why they winted g nman taq chaip)

== 64copt Frederiok Douglass,

v being g .

ngs diff‘e.mnf.ly- .

neY Just slavory,
\;omé—n'a righte, Their first eonvent ion wag in 1848, 1n 1948 the
" Women '3 Dep't, ef the Dept or I:abor celobrated that 2....(undeo1phsr—
~able on tape),
I want $p peag 2 quotatima s N3t on wonen, but XROOMNX from

the TW on theAppeal, "The Jambridge Modern History writeg ceee

'The last part in
1 that aftep the 3laves were freed, thsre was the fipgt introduc=-
tion of publia Pducation 14 the South. The black legislatora during
reounétmction 1n§tituted publ ic education, The 30-calleq gentelmen's
aggreement, 11jke all gentlemen's agreements ig g great big fraug

and nonspir‘qny. It eonsisteq of the fant that the vote was 80 eloas
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bataean Tllden ang Hams mmc that the only way the Re'pubiicana

r'ould keep up their rule would be if they had an agresment in

the ¥oting in

“'the aleatorsl- rollege to go the npposite way o® the nublir.- vote,

The “outher'naraa aaid nkey, we 'll give you the nrasidenny aven
though he loct, providad FOU remove the troops from the “outh,

1'6‘u. u3 rle ae we ohoose davh there (in other words prasnforg

the freed slxwee 1ntu ehareoroppera), and if you start any industry
at all it iz t9 vo white indy stry, Textile which was the first
‘was 5.11 whi te, 62 the Hegro was farced to be a shara-oranper.

Eh“a ends the flrst perlnd -- and the prepaganda all tries w0 uell
:;yaL tha.t aven. if all th"l.‘b I have aa.‘l.d 13 true -~ the pmﬂudiee‘

- againut tha Negro outside of the stigma of 8lavery ar‘ises at thia
,.;er:l.od. In other words they never wamt on to any-whlte and Negro
5'_ca.!.1e.boratiun. That is one other great bilg lie. Desnite tle fact -
:of the bla.r- noda, despite the faet that the Scuthe)r'n way of life
'ha.d free rain a,11 overp aga.in, Just ten years after this happened, .
ther‘a; graw out the greatest mass movement this cou ntry has ever
sinee until the 0I0 -- ke Populist Mpvement, They practically

'won the bpresidency, and they dld win many, many atate offices and
80 om. XX This Populist Movement in he standard booka, even Commons,
is referred to 1in footnotes as an organlzatien one and & quarter
milllon strong in ths Deep ~outh, ten years after Bourbon rule was
réeatablished. Not mly dnes that abolish the myth that the Negro
1a lneapabls or organization and hadn't organl zed hingself - but.
pProves also thii even though they had thetiy own argn, they colla.bor-
ated with the whites, In the Nonrth they were moatly whib, and in
the ':'Duth mostly Negro. It was ten years hafore they were defeatod,
Zhe Vest boak 18 Tom Watsom Agrarian Rehel. (the beat for 8lave

revaolts is "History of 3 g by Aptheker)
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By 2. Vanih Woodwar‘d. ‘Ton Watson ia the atrsggeat cha racter thia

aountry has 8ver proeduced, ~Heogan in 1850 by putting hia life down
sss.insi_; anyana Nh!) ‘8red t9 tiunh the Negro, By‘ 1914 a real
chauvt vinlat ag big 3 Eaatland.

of pr-oductisn and an ecanomin P

Twagine what 1t tuplies for tpe @ulliboration that mst have
‘dxiated in pe rank-and £1l¢ widte ana Negra,

The Pfrpuliut Mavo 'mnt Was an agrarian revolt, 'again st anpr;esai’ﬁn
by the bins in"‘usf.rialists when they hag Just begun to get. started.
‘I'ha I'W .15 & very different Wovement, the birth Ty pr'oletaria.n

: -ﬁ'thia omntry In the basie industriss 1ike lumber-mille, ths
"m.tnas eto.f-- and sone of the bl Bodieat battlaes in Ameringn
hiatory were 1‘-:sus:shu In this per-iud. I put 1t in this sawms period
ber-ause sine @ %hey alsc ineluded miners and niners were Na.gr--o

. Ap- the Soutn. They axoluded the Negro fr:m light 1nduatr'y - bizt

ths mines and mifls W
t 2 inelnde the

I-egrues. Arzain these were the only proletnr'*ans At that tipe
that ¢oilaborated, To thig day thise were the people that J.1,,
stia used in the 1930's who h2d had that exverience,

During thig verlod which will bring us up t9 WWI, I want to show
You whit hag Eone o in ldeology, 1% wag Just before the
ibolltior-ist T ement that you hag David Walker'sp Appeal, In

the pering o¢ the Popyliast M'Jvement the ldeclogy was no different
on the nart a¢ the white apng Negro ~- evan though they felt klnship
towarde the nowly arisen wurking o laag in heavy lndustry, on the

whole farme s wepe more nume poyg 20d were the decisive factop until




‘the turn of the centry Various movements then began, 3f a Aiffeeent

nature, the I‘N ats. on ’c.ha part of the Negro. By this time

the hegm in the North vas bepl nning ta Agvalop & Negrs intellec—

tual. The greatest of these was WEB Dubsln, wha plays with the

6’131’.5 ncm, but when you're 90 you can be gorp‘;ivenl a little.

He 1s e of the finest producte a8 a2 wrlter and as an h.iaotrian.
| His book, Blaok Raconstruntion, 18 superior to any whkite history
: ori that perlod, hecause nwmeé of them have revee.led with such
".documentarv fm:'ce, the role of the Negro 1n rsconstruct.ion.

In th:l.a 'pariod he started the move nent called the N1 aga.ra Move~
ment, unmh was fhe fight for Negro rlgqt.ﬂ - po:!.:l.*l:1 aal, eormﬁmic,
“‘éﬁnd aoa.‘.. Y, It was this firet movement which bhegan to fight with—:"

in the Necgro community ~- he was fﬂ.shting Bankar T. Wasl'n.nst.on -
whn had ariaen as the first Negre leader 10 accapt the conditions '
01’ second elasa ‘aitizenahip. He said that's nmseense and Uonle
’l‘omlam in the mtellactaal fMeld and I will have nme of 1t.
It waa this movment that was awallowed up by the NAACP. It vas
) t‘mse who s2id if we dm't want a aomnlete rev'n we better 4o
something who eastablished the NAACP, but the Nlamgara mcvement‘

game hefire and was very superlor.

There were 2 differeqices with Marxists?%%0ne was abaut the talonted
tenth, He eald without the talented tenth to lead yvou to freedonm
%o aroc novhess, He wanted a thinking intelligentaia to lead the
working elasg, We dm't foel any movement sheuld bo subordiné.ted
Lo a leadersniv whether 1t 1s thnelr own 1gadership or not, The
peannd paint was Pan-Africanism Heo did, however, write some good
thinge, For example that even though the Aearican Negra does not

EAS P AN
¢aslder hiensalf% and doesn't know the African language or
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neverthq;l.eé's Afrisannas and Arﬁerina.n Nearnes have éome ‘b‘:\ing in
common, = His preullar idea of this was that we wlll appeal
tu eatabl:.shad erganizationa--in other words, the very people

who are oppressing vsu, to rzmog:lza t.hj 8 fant,

_We-'ll Jump to. my own era ahead of time for Just & wminute XN

~_ %¥n 1643, the f;reatest degrs librarv in this eouniry -~ the
Shamberé collenﬂ.un in N,Y, =~ had 2 gseries of leciures called
Wor‘ld View of the Ivegrc and invited important speskars, the mnét
tm‘oortant i whom was Dubeolas, I a.t-t.ended. Ih that, same i;:eriod
thare WC‘I‘!‘. an awful 1ot of 'people from Afrieca who wantad to go
b'xcL. 'to the 1" _aountry and fisht for African froedom -~ Afr'ican
xr'ham:e studont.a. Thev alsc came to these leatures . “Thég

“na.'nes Oj.dn t me an, amrthjng thfan but ycu'll reaoenize them now’

- “.-- one of them was Kwame Nkrumwah, now the head of Ghana; the

" pther wae Azikewa ner tre head of Nlgeria, Dubols gave a Sveeach
dh‘.l.ch he hﬂ.d ':r'epa.red as the educati nal- direntor 3f the N\ACP,
T.o L) glven tc the sasn-to-be-establish UN, in whinh he appealed

n_-rfor Treeadon far the African psople., He spoke for an haur. Yhen
he got through I asid I wanted to ask a question, but firot I had
to motlvate it-- and therefosre wanted ts say obenly that I was

K Hérkiat., and %elieved In the frsedow of all the pooples and

all the workers, and therefore cmld nat underatand how you

eold appeal to the UN which would ecansist of Britaln, Francs

and Portugai, all of whom havwe a2 part of Afriaeas, to plve you your
freadom. So I wanted to %¥now whal waz behind te appeal wnd why 1t wa
heing handed in to this institution, w~ubols is & very polished |
man, a graduate =f sdarvard, Heidelmngx and sg forth -- speake

with an English ancent, even though he's from ~outh US4, and
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‘1‘.n‘5‘nef"é.1 véry‘_‘:apphi'sﬁicated -~ and rere was I a little rank and
.filer. He says, the lady says she's a Marxist, so I doi't t.hink‘
she dée;r‘vés‘e.n avigver, ‘Hs wag really wnly making a speech, he‘
waen't asiting for sny miestions. There ars abaut 5% whites and
95% Negrsy, and all through the hall there's a zreat tumult saying
'_éhe -certa;'nl# does deserve an answer —— and noh only that, WE want
to ¥now, we agreec with ler, not v ith U, And the twa who jumped

-‘uo to defend ws and demand hc rnawer ware Nkr'umah and Azikewey

- .:At the end -Ji‘ that I had more peuple around me than Dubuis had
fi-.arcund him -~ am all of them had pamhlets in thelr pockets. If

vvu wera from under- British rule, vou had me against British

mperiallsm -‘_. evervb'::dy was trrying to a;et souething nubliahed.

that ws,s oW he wasld win. freadum, not by aaking vecosen (gata

ﬂtan rast and irrmoasible to understani).

¢ ::fn this“ experaslon of talented tenth, evén though he brought up

. culturs (DubaiaJ, the thing that embarrasaed him the most was the
big new Gar'vey movpmant. in 1919, The Nego nad his first chance
. 8inee he wa’s put back 1n uia cubby-hole in the South, for a
grezt mé:ss aigratisn to the North, bhecause they needed him for
1nduatry, 0 finally they let him sut., He thought 1t would be
paradise, btut vhen he came to the >Nor-th, he found no paradiss -
whataoever, the mly difference in the dlsert ination he found
was that n» he had a Job., There were quite a faw outbreaks of
"riats, eapeciailv about housing, henause they had no place to
live. Mirrus Garvey was an African, oe mﬁher- Ylest Indian,
and ecallsd for a'movament back t2 Africa, These Negroues knew
nathtng abjut africa, we reN't intervested in Africa, they were

21l Ame ricans, »Bui they were so completely frustrated at finding
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at finding the game, mditions in the North that they hed faind

1u the uouth, that they Joined this movement ia the millions.
Six mil"icn. A reoulisr thin.:. happenad with their leadership -
the talented tenth, There wasn't e singzle ane in ‘I:-ha.t movement,
'F'-:er-,rone from Dubols to ..hs NAATP leader, Pincus or.Picain??????
»Walter--'dhite == all attaecksd 1%, all s2id 1t shows the Negro is
still baokward d.nd this man 1s a faker, darvey had anme fakery
iv him, true, but on the whele he represent3d the most important
movemeﬁt -An Ameries since tha Populist movement, and one a graat

deal more humeroua in 1mpartanoe.

i

At the s&me time came the Russian Rev' n, which to 'Jk up tha
. - . 4

bu ae.y what. SOnis.l‘.!.s’c. atd be;cra t.ha.t. They do not have an
.énviable rscord 1n uhie cwntry on tha.t question, quite the
"opposite.. Snme of you know that when the so-called Marxists in
__:this n‘mntrv trled 2 say that they wers oepposad to all Blaver-y,
wage and thattel q.nd asuldn't take a positi on on the Civil War
-Mar'x 821d 1f this is Ma.mism, I am not & Marxist., He took the
part of the North., Then between 1905 and 1914 when Debs becane
a aoeialist *es3yseees Ut en tho Negro question he revealed that
he had plentv of prejudice. If vou read gny of the Journals, you
will 'find it diagusting., 4 P.Randolph became 8 Soolalist at the
end of WWI -= hs knew ysu couldn't win unless you were wikth the
laboring aclass, The majority of the Working clasa was white aven
though his own union ywas all Negrs, So becaves he. Telt strongly
the need to have the wrl te workep with him to win the struggle
he closed hia eves to the sther mrts of the nrogram on the Yaggro
questlon. He led amarvelous fight during that period, and edited

the besat paver this eountry has seen, the Challenge ~~they t ook

Hegro
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him bafore tho oommittes tha.t. was the begfmﬂing of the c-urrent.
.HUA"'_« '7 s Edgar Honwver vas a 1leutenant, subordinate i Pa.lmer-
and the vcmmitt.ee 40 N.Y. was nalled the Love(?) sommittee, and
APRa.ndal'ph wa.s brought baf‘ore 1t for sybverslon hecause what he |
had shown in his paper in s big ceftcon was the A_erican flag

being trampled to death by the fires of 4 lynehing.

We cqma.theh to the‘ ¢I in the good days == vwhen they had t2 inter-
."ve_na andé sald it 1s elee.r that them 13 8.9 much prejudiee in that

" horrible amntry ¢ salled the U.S. A, that 15 supposed to be 80

dsmbo'rﬁtﬂ;d‘,’? that. even Be sclall ata don't know what the socialist

1

v.;:e have ta intervens on two oounts?
—to ﬂhow tha Negrn question, 19 part of the natiunal quest.icn. g
‘Lenin at.irl dn t give e lectures on the fact that the Negro 1ﬁ
Puter:l.aa. 18 Amerinan, I kn ow that; that he doeen't want t0 gn baok '
to Afrina., I mow ths.'b, ‘chs.t he's gnt to remake Amerlea; and don't
tell e he has na2 la.aguage spparate from Amer-ica.ns, whir-h are
supposed t0 be the 3 thinms that define a nmation-- the feet that
they suffer dsuble oppression mwa kes them a nation. They have
extrébrdina.l'y problems and must get extraordinary attention,
Claude loBay, tho great Negrso poet, was vresant and broke away
with a few others from tte Sonlalist movement to ‘oln the G'ist
movement. In the earlv movement there wWas n? di fference between
b'lg_ok and white, even here in Amariles.

In this same 7meriocd there was 2ne other wWay e.ee the Negro
wag brought up frqrn the South by the white industriallst 1n the
Horth, and brought in as =z strike-breaker. The Negroes dldn't
knov thia. Tha big strike after WWI was the steel strike-- which

was braoken not only hy the police and Pinke rtoms, hut by the
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uée of thqse_ étrika-breakera. 11 the aavne v.a.y as -the stupld
walons are not reratttinz the so-raﬂad wet-ha.cks and the l-aexioan
-la.bnrers bat,ua se they wuld :lap Yoss t.'ba wa.g,ea ingtead of trylog to
) un.l.t.e witl* the Heriozms both as leborers to fight ae;aimt. the
buaaaa, the uniun nc-vnmmt instead of avpealing t> the Negroesa
and t.a"llng thent they we e belng brought in to break the strike,
'begane aay Ing they were Tor the Chinese exrlusion act, against

e zfexif-ans, ngronﬂ..

.;Up to my ‘areak vdbh Lhe mt st movemnt my great test Tight was with

.ths"T 1at. Nesru ‘legdsr oolidge wha .:ept. repeatimr, ths.t tho Negro
wa.a a st.ri‘&s-breaker 1n 1919 and therefur-a wag in a ...ownz- posi t.iun
. t.ham t.he cthars, even tough there obuldn' % have bieen a QIO wi*h-

cmt the Nesgro at amther petiosd, Instead of po mting sut that he
was broush*' here s that -~ and that the union didu't try to unit.e‘
t.'ne two, tru* tack qdvantage af the prejudice.

. The 1930 8 an" the OLO wowi In the 1930%s there was = great
world: dnprassion ard people were starving by the nillicns. The
capltalists try to use unemployed a,ga.inet. emploved, white
zgainst Negro , ete, -- in other words, divide and rule. For tle
first time trn talented tenth was being used in the labhor nove-
ment as labor leaders, The egztablished unlion was the AFL whic-h

and unskilled
exnluded legroea{ And there was nd vay at all of crganizing any
vlg basie industry whers he mnajiority of the work srs wers unakilled
and @here white wnd Negro worked slde by side. The minute yeu
have a mass movment, sidkes, unemployed graups, ete. == of the

big common man, then a leader gets 1t into his head to make &

gens ralization ahout it. The smeeific leader la thls case wWas

John L, Lewls. 13748




Lewis gava the mos & famour punr-h in ths worlid- to Hutehins???????
- It o'fici&ly ata.rted the CI0, He ha.d previous experience with
the v s.nd had a core tnat was ready, know how to work, a.nd knew
“the Negrt would be as great 8 vq.nr;u ard ne re as 1n thoother, He
first made & mation thst hhav srganize an *ndustrial union dept,
‘within the APL -- and wen 11 vas defeated he siad we'll be an
1'HdLh'tI'iE'_l union, then, or fall apart -~ whersupon Hutehinson
. wade some crack agalnst him, and Lewis punched him and wal ked out
1o "di'gan‘ize the clo, '
k _:So that f‘or the 1 rst. time you ha g bl .r-k snd white labor united
' a.nd meanwhile we md mTmas 'oroduntirm and you had the unsikilled which

Had. ala-.: oeen exc‘ludad. . B C o

‘When eornst}:nng great liketha.t happens, 1t takes the aha.pe of a form

g ol organiza.ti on which you as a supposed vanguard hadn't seen =w

&uu hhink ouly the Marx.‘l.st in Ms,r'x B-dasy aidn't know how to aot
.'Aur ths Bor'ia.liats in Deb's day? -- even after the I had establ:l.ahe“d
that the Nagro quastlcn was part of the matisnal aquestlim, and of
thq labor que'aticn. a.nrl that you.,.. nevertheless at that point, the
T'ists Qecided that it was only a union mavement, amd backward, and

' _thay wemn't sure wheuher they were even go Ing to recognize it, 1In
r&cg they didn't until ahout 1940 vhen 1t was 2l ready bureaueratized,
I will say one thing for Trotsky as different than the T'ists, at
"leas:t. “hen I was his sec'y -~ the T'igtg omﬁtrdlled ome union in
this aountry at ona time, in Minneanols 8, the Teanstors -~ ang they
wére very proud of 1t, and it wag a g204 unin, and started _induatrial-
:-izat.i.on sven bafore the CIO -- we would have big, blg headlines in
the Mllitant on Local554, and here was the national CI0 that would

only get a paragraph, One dey Trotcky ealled me in and said, "Raya
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a.ra you for the FIO"" And I gald, "What kind of a étt.pid aquestlon
1a tha.t?" Ho 8314, "Wall I resd your paper and I see Loecal 554
al" over and I w:nder ir yau re not golnx {0 Bcognize the CIN%Y
He had to call down the whole National Commities to Mexino o
glve then a leatum about that faet that if 9 mass orga.nization ’
- ehhoses 1 ta own er-m ot organizati"n inatead of yours, you aan't
Just Msregard i3,

2132 o the question cof the Negro, Trotsky had the old, good, CI
1§ositicn that, the Negro guesti m was part of the nauional questic,
'Anﬁ they wara supposad to agres with hinm -~ but whenever you szid
'that t'.he Negrn in Ameri can his Lory was the vengusrd, they womld
':}utst cue. T'ncv junt eculdn’ 't. swallow that word vemguar'd,. far
anycns but themselvaa Wno were suuposed to have read Capti%al,

next

'js';rh"‘ei;jﬁna t‘nine, Troetsy dild rm't. differ w.‘l.th them on was the/stage

oi’ “the aannomy - wh‘tnh we are coming to and that hrirga us to
the .. onset of W‘WII. Now we are coming to the World View of the

Negro.

A n.e.h.r_ stage is reached in WWII. Just as the Ameriean Negro was '
éttpposed to be backward, all you hear.'d about the African was that
he was a savige, or a plgmy. When the Afrdcans began t9 take
matters lnto their own hands, the white man begar to look .é.ga.in..
‘The enthropoligists and all the rest of theam began dirgging 1n_ the
rulns. of Africa, and discovered that was the oradle of‘r civillzatien,
They ncw think that the first man was a blaak man. And that
therefor-.o, if there had been a stage as there 1s now in whi ch
there are underdeveloped countrles nmllpar'ed to ths whi te man's
countries, 1t must at least in part be dus to the faet that the

white man who came o Afrieca exploited 't and did not allow. 1t to
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‘develope. fivilization started in Africa and then :'oved Fast —-
in G;;eene.?llﬁ advanced ml;n.h further in the sgrucultural rev'n and
,the‘f-.n‘d.‘ustria.l rev'n -~ andnct a suall part was due to black

iabor. "l'hlére._ were 2 interven tigna of tne vhite mun in Aerica -=

the firﬂt, when we Jjust Btole them a8 slaven; the secmd during

1mpar-ia'.115m Whan‘ha gZoes 1?; :md'dividss‘up the ecountry and does
no:. pemi 4% any industriall -ation -- kills off robellion. Thé
'Zulu redalllion hevpensd at the same time as IWW here and tho 1905
'mv'n. - The Zulue were the first mes that opposed this horribls

bunch of creaturas now mling Swth Afriea, The struggle bet ween

’me Dutah in Afr-ic-.e. a.nd the Zuluz was a stalemate, Nobody won that

war, wneraupcn t.he ‘3ritiah who wero g8lsn fighting bubh the Af‘r'icana

_"T'wcm ovor t‘ae Duteh w‘m ars now trvint, to throw out the British and -

h'*‘o them a.lnost. ag much &8 the Negr‘a. The British won, hut becauss

¥

ths Boers wnew be*ter the African land beesuse thay 1ntended aectually

-to_. ilve there -- they h3a3 this mreement for the Duteh to keep on

Truning ‘I;rﬂ.nga .

¥ou had the 19th cenbury-and half of the 20th when \frica
didn't evaen %now there had bheen an industriai rev'n.

\mep the revailutl mis begin they firat begin i1 “est Africa, beth

the British and French panrts - after WWII, And they ﬁegin thare
because the Afrlean 1s there alone, there 1s no white settler colony.
Thank heavens for the flies that tho w'ite mon acouldn't stand, In .
the East they were able t9 live in the clia~te sf Kenva, '‘n the

douth ete.
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 What I want f.a‘shaw;" navever, is the new stage of napitalism

we had reached, mea_.nwhila, Wwith WWwIl -~ state canitailam, in

other wa s, the Interventlon of the swale direetly lnto

.nq.pita.l - whethér 8 state Plan as In Russiz, or wheﬁhér i4'a

only auppoaéd ta bo fer the war -~ t ere 13 the interventicn

ol the éts‘c.a on a wurld scale, ‘;or the zood and su?flclent reason
~ that ca.pits.'l' ias éo degenrate, th:zi it 1s even innapable of ziving

s ym.:"u...ioh', muoch lear exoloiting you, ¥With 29 ‘hey had 20 miilioen

“unemployéd -- and if you can't give them a job, ysu're going to

7 have . rev~lutim, 89 you have FDR and the New Deal,

;‘T'hi_"pug.“‘}'aut‘tha world whether its a mlxturaz > nrivate and shte

r':?l‘é"tha Now Denl in America, or eonpletely state 1lilte Russia,
Gr_:;‘élf.'g.t.e" and private Iike Nazl Germany, or the ¢o-prosperlty
,sﬁhs\rq_.thrdughmt the world -- it le to save the fundamentals nf"

v the capltalist world fi-gm the Workers who are ready to take it over.

> ’I‘l-ere were 8t111 nearls 9 million unemployed when WWII broke qut.L

o ‘Thay wér-e Wilitng to ¥111 a few milllons o.f'r in a war. In WWII
oven though you had the state intervention you did not have a funda-
ﬁenﬁﬁl eorganlzation of the semuomy-- and we have the resappearanne
of the Nati -;ma.l Questlon,

B'mk,. firet, to WWI to chow the Intervention of Lenin in that

period, Turn to page 172: the Irish Rev'n and the Malentic of
History. Leanin had always besn for the people pppressed by the

Tzarlat Gav't., but with the Irish Rev'n he said 1t had a graater

urgency than sver before beeause they noy be the ctimuldant €12 the

antual rev'n. On p., 173 he ls arguing with Bukharint and read the
gecond paragraph -- Lonin called shie nathin=z sh-rt of imperialist

8C0NCML8M.sussas

In »nther wonds, mmnxmnxmﬂxmxmm.,...




Thefe 1s nne‘ma 'rreason I've gone back t3 t.het and that's
badauae ‘ﬁne same pollin y of Tighting. for the pnr*tir'ular role
the natiana.l qz.asticn brings ocn 1o i‘ight‘ing for the saeialistl
rav n, applied also in his a.rgumenl. with Trotslty on the Trade
Union apest.:l. r.vn. In osther worda, snce you have achieved powsr
the worirers bagan to ask i.“or their democratle hrightg. "t‘rots.kv
vas for thie trade uni ms being ahssrbed in he Aate, and Lenin
sald 1t's a workers state snd therefore the wo ckers should have
the right to unims. He ihen specified that the greatast danger
tc the rev'n after 1t has won vpewer 1la an adminisirative type --
'j.".l';he g: LA ta.lanted tenth we're talking about throughut hiatory,
I"‘bhe tme w‘m thinks he ean do 1t better for the workers. There
1"1 'uat 15 po eush heing. Bither power will be in the worke rs
_hands or yctu will have the re-establishment of the sunter~rev'n
ﬁifi’iin the rev'n 1t self. “4nning power 1s Just the first sha.a,e
“of tha new sscloty, not thelast stage.

"<‘_'-'T1'1'lén WALI broke out the 0'1sts who had long since bensme state-

'ca:pita.lists sald 49 the Négroes in this esuntry,” forget -rour
Tight for democ-ra.tic. rights, we are now fighting a bigger Tight
against Nazilem. They told the workers to forget théér fight for
hetter aonditi ﬂna, we sh uid give the no-atrike-pledge. In other
words the¥ took a c':npln ely capitalist role ,

It 18 during thils period that the {ollowing things occur at the
end of WWII: the Negroes in Africa hegln to develop an ldeclogy
that is different fron either the C'iste or the capitalists. One
of the latast t}ii'mr)s to come aut if Sneghor'’s Asrican Soalalism
and recognizas dhat without a total 1deology vw ean't fight

either OBlsm or cap'ism cmpletely, You have to show a different
aoclety alfogether. 4galnst that the backwardness off ths Marxiet
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vanguard movement i the Johnsonites, who suppcaedly had our own

_Tpoéitlon_ %1 state oen, nevertheless instaead of unfoidﬂnp a
rosltive reecon atmﬁtlﬁ of sdcist.y ma"le 2 alanificant ggiogg )lhich
‘wag ﬁ littla'op portunism -- thit Ghana sinae it waas firet :m the
atar;a was played up withovt any eritinien » &nd 8aid it wan.the
highest. etage benauae 1t oo mbined Ghandl and Marx,

(quatas AA pampriiet on ren~afrleaniam) . The ssaoand error they
mada was that oven though they toegan by saying nhilcaaphy wo.8
needod and uot jJust  esonomios, thay now say phi J.ssupny 1s all’

d.ea.&. Tl-ey tmrerom show uhey cannot 1nterpret Marxisw 1in the

"'.new s*aga where on the one hnnd in the Hungﬂrian Rev'n against
c'.‘Lst 1mper1aliam and o the other hand in A~ rioa in the rav'ns
a.gainat Br-it:lah e.nd French 1mpe,r-1alalm, the M-,rxiat Human:l.at 1daa.
waa not Juet oua that Msr-y hai and we agreed with ' » but the

-L?actuul banner Tor thelr freedom, in moast advanced and most under—

developad_ countries slike




