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The go;au vhloh bas Just been cen-
nlsmd is f)?o faraingwpeint of the meve-
wcat of the Fefden. It is tho vimple

point af regative selferelatien, the innwre

megt sewc af K11 astivity, ¢f living and
spiritunl selfemovenng, the diaisntic
secl whieh g1l troth baa da it aad threugh
waloh' u #locn 1s truthy for the trenscen=
denco of ¢he eppaaitisa betwcan the Netisn
ard Roelity, amd. m % unity whick 33 the
Lruth, t, thig subjeotirity alane,

’;‘Sﬁiﬂ"%’

Lot us try te croste the shele -

. man, vhen Burepe hes bees i

capabls of bringirg to trismphant
Birth, Twe centurics agw, 3 fore
ner Kerepesn celeny desided ta
catch wp with Boope. It euscexded
e well aé gho United States of
£xarlon Lecaxe a pan3teresce
Coarades, lot us flse fixm this
metionlers mevemait where gradue
ally dialsotic is changing inte
the logio of equiliibrium, 1at
us racensidar the gredtisn of

mezicied, .
=ofranis Fanen, o
: od .
Po 253=l4e

Black wea tho ceh:- Idu.nh la-dn the 1960': an mitﬁ.ug decl.du. as
tho vcry t!ao tlnn the Atrican Rwoiuuw*m Mpod the .
como af histery .ef nurl,y the \l\olo esatinent a.nd hdpdd set in matisi a
totally new third World, the Slacks .tn the United 3tates cpened & new era of
puth moltc. Oleck and watte. ‘me Black studeat nuth in Gr:mlm-o. "!ot'ti'
Card.‘lminl?ﬁomo. by thedr ut-inatmdrofmlumstmnngﬂgatad
lunch uduntu-. were the first detcnators of the new histeric stzge ware lh-lk.tng
out againlt beth vdute supreascy and their quieacent Hladk ddn-s. The truth,
hovever, is ihat they were standing on the shoulders ef wat Black revslutismary
adults had achisved, net erly in past histery, but in thp histery of the day
bafore, apecifically the ¥entromery Bus Beycstt in 1955-56, initisted iy the
nqtion of a Black werking weman, ﬁau Parke, whe would et give up her ént ts

a e man. It ia true that the Mentgomery Bus Boycott had net ceught the natisne

al imagination and snowbelled, Nerth and Seuth, asz kad the yeuthe® sitein, but

it s there nevertheless shiere we saw the Tirst unity of worker and stuiont,

and alse & new unity of spantanelty aad erganiratisn. It was the first te pro=
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Jeot & new mannw of freedca—~aelf-activity, nali'-dﬁd.opnlmt'r ulf-ma.imun'n,
where s m in nwarly deily aseetings, thc Ehclu decided all qunt.isua.

from tmupa-" to relations: betimen musce and lluluﬂo he mlmdcr ‘
propellcd ‘Torward ty the boyoott. Pav, Martin Luther. Hag, Ire, Ww mof soon

to forget that i.tm thonumuent Pat oreate! him, not he &em

Wﬂ!ﬂt-l

MWMMQMOfmmewmmmtt
mmtmtummﬂa&. Mhm-ih-mwﬂtwmot
. the developments in tha South throughout the dede of (he 196C%a, this is
,mtmmmmmakarmm muummm
" chareotevizad the new stage of fresdom struggles In East Turcpe, coouring
dwlngﬁaolanapnindmﬂolmwﬂuﬂmmmanm
' .m.ndly anyon® mﬂce& the. parsllel betwoan there tuwo diatant mmt.l. rot.
‘anz0 thoe youth in Korth Carolina in 1960 unfurled the new banner cf m.
and thi.to aimiants bugan coning South for Freedon R!.dce. m Marchen, ]
Froodm ‘Schools, it was oo new nothcdn of struzgle which &Qélmlm to
Hortharn Lbattles as wall, By t.ha tino the U, Sey In Faha-mry 1985, unlnoud
an imperialist war on vs.am by bumbing Harol, a whole new generation of

ravolutionarles was borne .

The fact is, hoimver, that at this high peint of devclogment, there
was a schism in the New Left betbeen Hlack and white, 7Tbe maas migretion of
the vhite studsnts from the oivii rights movement to the ndwu' antimVietnan
War mﬂ:lt. without so muck as a "by your leave® to the civil rightl moveRant,
did indeed expoge & racist tinge among the uhite revelutionsries. The fsot
that thoy were unconscious of their racism neither made the truth any lass

1 Seo W by Hertin Luthgor King, dres
Ses ot, jmarican Civildsation on Trial, News & letters,

Detroit, 1963,
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ead, nor h.‘h! the gl‘clt ineansitivity both fao tho demandg, and to the vanguard
‘nature of ths dawands of the Klack macDoS. iads could not have aries: had the
mwz ban inbw u:l.th thomagmuuulty (uhdch s the 13.1‘.‘0 blocd not
ua'a'l.yur thodh.seuo but of tie very 1ives of mmkﬂinmcistmlm) of the
HKacka? l!tﬂ!sgl.u, ﬁum-muvnmmm.tmutmtmcmm
after, !‘uu bafore the Civil Righta movement of the aarly 1960'0 and aftor,

The faot that Hacks kave alwys bean the towihstane of American
civilization, ite iehiuo'n hoel, dnu rot caly mesn the upomo of tho hollowe
nulqrhlﬂm.ndmmq. butmtho:nhmoormm-rmmagmu
molmm.. That the latdar dld not kiow that the bell tolled for them
Mn;ﬂdbtre ﬂ:utonlhlindnuaon ﬂsepﬁrtotﬂt&tothewwpmhg
tx'nth t-hst thers never way a poriod. not even at the unith of lunh great ms—
mt- aa Aboliunniu. uhun & Groat Divide hed ot suddenly opomd wp %o rwul
mt raciem held all in its throes. The phﬂouophual-puutmn imaterity,
t.ho nﬂura to be sw.ra. dowmn ta the marrow of one's houaa. that the Hack
moluﬂnn vas M the point of negetion of mo!.-. dhclnud the
lh.istm'iod. npolit:lcal. anti-dialostical attitmle to rovoluticn 1&3011'. and,
ﬂ efore, %o the flack papSes s vanguard. The whites who thovght it was
"aiecplaced concrotemess' to ﬁ.ght "only*® the Bull Conner aa lguinst' the
Pentagon borbera, disclomed 8til). another form of the Pregoeidsm which holds

the American, be he aycophant or dissident, in its vises

If we 't.uko a msnd look at the hﬁh point in the development of
_ the Freedom Now movement in the South, when school shildren from sETen yeass
on up had to face the Bull Connors with thedt cattle prads, vicisus dogs,
high pressure hoses, and guns, wo phall see thit it was alao the point #tien

King felt he could no longer faco the@e brave maswes with noneviclence as

the only theory. lils fanocus lotter from his Armingham jnil cell, addressed
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to vhits clezgyman, was in fact 2n unfolding fwthemnﬁt&am-dat
philosophy, I¢ is trus that, fnstesd of relating Euaniss to Mercisa, he
smromded 5t withd iubertan fornuls of "thou-dte" But, by designsting
smm'mnhmnmm. ormthmanm'u_nuohq. and not 98 an
"t question, Dr. King ratdod also the question of the relationship of
underlying Dctlosophy ¢ concrete sction, mass aotion, 49 1t happeed, this
high point sadcd the beginning of the end of Rev. n:g'lprodon!.mmoin
leaderahip of the Eack movement. L )

The prolifeation of orgenisktions, fvem BCIC to SHCC, from Womne
powes Ulinited  to Presdom Sohools, showed the Hlack youth, rarks end lendors,
ming in Kove rwoluuéwv directiors, not caly when it same to\kaéﬁnn::a" B

"*. bub also as related fo stusation, vhich aleo Had to be totally tprooted,
S Listen toqRobwt. Kosca from the Mispizaippl. Prendom Scialy addressing
SHCC's Wostern conforence in the fall of 196ks

O ons Vo got fresdom schools, You form youwr oin #chools.’ Deceusme
g ‘when you come right dowm to 1t, why integrate their sohools? what
is it that you will learn ir their schoolo? Marmy Negross oan learn
“4t, but what can they do with it? ‘tbat they really nesd to lanrn
in how to be orzanised to wrk on the soclety to change it.. They
can*t lesarn that in £ohoolds as :

Now nobody eat down and theorised all this. It's Just that
you went down thers and started to try to do something ..o Culleg2
kids coms dow, come of the Negroes vho bave come doun, and are
now trying to get back in school, can't relatc to it. That reises
for them tiw whols question of sducation, What is the degres?
What do I nesd it fort Wat can I do with it afver I get itl...

Row what tha SHCC people hava found in a slov process \s that
thay don't bave to accept (society's) definition of work, ‘Hat
they ecan defing thelr own. And that they understand s little
battor what At mesns $s work, That ir %5 rexily put energy inte
sonuthing and to make somothing that's moaningful to yoursslf,

g 2 See Froead ars Speak for Thamselves, News & Letters, Detroit, 1961,

‘ ps 23, for a %uwﬁt&m of romanpower Unlimited, an organisatinn of
wemen tn Jackscn, Miss,, formed in 1961 to make lif'e more betrable for
the Freedom Riders imprisionod in the conhty Jails.
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seo Tha progress we axparience 18 mostly progress in terms of

WAt kappeas to tho people we are working with. It's theg they,
in many communities, have found & pew kind of strangth,
individuel aste Just going to the courthouse (to

revolutionary aot, @iven their 1ivsa,

An p::;m because of thoss acte,

to 1. & way they can use a restdng ruaning

oun lives, For having ramething to sy about 3t. Taht's very
: llb'l. but 1t's mmn ’ ‘ .

Iz & swise, these peopls have found M. They don't Lave
any participation in sociei; but they're free now. They can do
thingo that theytve wnnted ta@otbralongﬁnq.

Thaytve besa able to confront pespls whe are on their backs,
Thay tike vhatever in dished outewboubings, shootings, beatinygs,
Watever 1% 15, 4A’ter poople live through thad they have s scopw
hat thwy dida't have before, There's o vhole new dixensicn
_ $helr ldves that wan't thers before, )

.

“hat new ddmmnston e Wit the shite ctulent youth in the sulf~

. versity vhmsulikowise trying to reach i the creatien of the Froe Spacch Hove.
. iuntr at Burkeley, The wovement thers had gone 8o far in philoscphiionl awersness
as to "mé:t'_' the ¥arxist theory of alieration. At the same iims, pragentism
1s 80 total in its badd on imerican youth, that the FSH was mors prowd of the
faot that it was "non=Adeolgical? than it was of iis waique achisvesent $n
plasing the theory of alienation on o relevant hu-im level, Here iy how
" its best knoun leader, Mario Savio, ooressad its
I think it would distor: the fects not to make it qui‘s slear
that the tone from the vary beginning and the pozaibility of sucuens
ws founded in & new non-ideclogloal radicalism which is apresnad
mogt cleariy in SHCC, Thoss people whe hikve been most effective
bave been those who have made their decisians from a vary pragaatio

point of view. An sciivigtic prageitioc radical view to be sure,
but not an ideolggicel point of view, '

And apain:

large numbars of astudents from Borksley have gone South, so
thare's constant intellectusl fermen., On the other hand, the
politicel 1ssue is a pretexi for this rebellion, The reul cause
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o faotories anyusy~-snd thatds the nearest parallel to the univere

6.

is the elienstion that stuleats feel from et ip a knowledgs

festory. Kerr 42 quite right, You're proguslad, You bocime

& nmber on A gat of £1le cards that gzo through an I machine,

The tarrible dehumolsaiion, the thirze wiloh cre worst absut
- Amerioa are most orusily JA%ied kere, (3) -

_4nd cnos agatn, this time in as interriew with Zife megasine:

Mmarice may bo the most mm&m-n noustry tnM¢ world
#ot matariaily, but intedlootually 4t ia mwt-h.’lnd "

. mcyally
At's povertyesiricken, But 4n suwh e my tmt 1t% not cler» to

you that you're poosr, It's vary hard to dnow you're poar if you're
sating wall,,,. ‘ ‘

. Stuleats are exited about politionl ldeas, Thar'se not yot

" imred to the apolitissl aloty they're going te o, But
bdql@tomtedsnamﬂmmnummmin.‘_-am ‘
090intyssennless they are $deas which ave uoeful to the military=
Andustrial complexes,. ‘ c

~ Faatsries are run in suthordtarian fashion-emonevaton

. P&h’.lno

In contrest to this, tae point Savio kept, driving hoas about, the feelings of
his follow atudonte

ws that ';t.!xoy ars psoplo who have not learned o compromize,”

“Itwte pot the refusal to cogpromias that tho Hlroks objeotad to,

‘ . £ yar ‘.'.atu'. -
What ther objected to vas the manner in uhich the white stulents/forgot &1l

about the Sou_th and concentreted on the minglo issus of the Vietiam wur,
Incofar az the Hlack revolutionariss were concerned, [he wastes 5111 100ked
outward, saw the sney in "foreizn policy,” wheress thoy, the Hlacks, felt the
eneety right &t home, directiy on their hncltsqj' Te uneaployment iines wero
ovarvhelining thex, aven as ths Army wa pursuing thea,

¥or wms this q phmmn&n-
that first appearsd in 1965: it haa eleays been preseat. The fact that

Stokely Carmichael could, at one and the same tirme,

raise the cxoallest slagan, .
"Hell no, we won't gol" and turn against "whitay," inoluding the whits revolue :

(3) Along with exoerpts from his interviews, an article by Maric Savio sume ;

mariging his views oa the FSM can be found in the pamphlet Jhe Fres Spesch ;
Hovaneat and the Nogro Rovelution, by Mario Savko, Lugene: iblkar, snd D
Raya Dunayevskaya, News & Lotiers, Dotroit, 1965, 132 89




7e

t.ibmr.lu. showed that baing Hlack, he did undsrstand the depth of tha Mlackas'

' d.hdii.n for the whitea wio had Ygane South™ but were now back in the mutropoles
talk.l.ng talking, tllung before marches, during, sfter, Saliing to thsoselven,
Swgotung the duloguo ard work with Blsaks.

" The youth were with Stokely vhen gm nﬁcd the question of E.hc.lu

leeding themselves and not latting leadership of their wovemant stey in wbite
harsis. Bﬁt the masses wers mot witing for him "to iload® them elither., A1l
over the U, 5., they wers rising up An nev spontAnions outbursts. Anyone who
failed to see the new end of patience in Harlew in 1964 could not fail to ses
1t during the next tw long yoara, startiig with Wtts a 1965, woreding
| ﬁn'ouahuut the shole United Sutec. ancl coming to & climax in Detroit u 196?.
!ot. thw. thk leeders ware totally deaf to the naw disti=ztive featimrs in
Datroit opensd & new stage of Black revolt, In common with the
outburste ocourring sverywhero—=from Bosioh to Spanish Harles, from Tacson to
Newark, from (levalard to Sacramento, and scme efghty other sifiss—ihs voics

Dotmlt'n werinsing, the olass upo t of raze conscionsniess, < .

of An.gur. frustration with, and rejection of, their conditicna of 1life we
low! and-clear, (Unlike the other rebellions, fetroit revolted, not egainat
*uwhitay" as such, but against racist, clzss aociot‘r-ﬁh.tto forsnen, whito J.%rad;-
lorde, whitc merchants, and of course, whits police. when the wrath of the
Hacks exploded in Detrott, it was ventad not onl._y againet the polica in their
own neighborhcods, or even the police in general, who tmre the priue targets
of ﬂm sn.tpe:rh. In Dotroit, Blacks msde direct attacks on polica statlons.
Hany other things were naw in the detroit revolt. Ualike other
cities, here the repossession, as well as the sniping later, were mmraied.
Unlike b.uhttn. where whltes had been pulled trom cars and beaton, in Detrolt
dlacks stoppud in the midst of their activitiées to warn whites sway from cartuin

areas vhere they might run into trouble.
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uu.u.o none cou:ld say there wes an antunl ocomarsdaris in the face

tordies, white add Hisck uorkea-l got along on he prodmuon nne betler than
they bad in yours, Hara_n what s Dlsok auto worker reported abtout his shops

A sksaleton orow of workors l.ppurad &t tho Chrysler Hack plant
gate for the wcrbipy shift the »secca’ day of the revolt in Datrait,
Mp:-odmuoamlrmmdnnoﬂd Jsa‘.:antar the window and
s90 biliowe of black smoko shooting. skywarde, and then ouddenly the
red flamoe following the mmgke, Hvary fowr or five minutee this would
bs repeatad in diffs—ant aresas of ihe cily.

We didntt know vhece the forauen ware until an hour istar, when
s Hlzck foreman came up £nd sald they wers in coanference with tho

. plaat swoerintendent, and thet some of the hite foremen wer's
frigatensd stiff, The two he mentioned wvars the worst in the pimit,
and hated by asat ef the werkers. Ho said thuse two Lad been in
thers begging to go home,

- The supsrintendent told them ¢o go out and ‘@0 waat the ‘Hlacks
SR , and young workers felt toward them. uy:rormnuuked up and siid,
e o nfou and I have alwys gotten along 0.K, I'know we heve had minor
: = srguwisnts, but vhen it was cver I alwiys fergot it, and I foel vure
' you did {oe, Now I know this riot is not because ali colered n
: p:eplo are bads the young vhites are Juﬂ: as bad, just s -guilty o
of srinas."

Ho wanted to know exaotly vaat averyone that worked for him .

felt about him,especislly the young Blacks.  Wails he wap saying
* this to me, practically every foreman had one or tuwo Blacks core
nered off asking thsm tho sama thing.

The following day thosa tws foramen did not come in. In fact,
thoy stayed swny the ontire week, a

It has boen & woek since the ravelt's been over, iot one
foreman in our plant has raiged his voice at & worker, and they
sear: t0 be leaning bickwards to sore of the Hlack workers,

One guy sald, "Ho.h. the desiruction was unbalisvable; but
considereing wnst it did for us about changing the foremen's
attitude, it zhoukd happen overy month.®

P

Where what exerges from the actual strugzles of the Elacks is a
search for & total philosaphy to nhange soclety from the botiom, the lokders,
sulf-atyled and othervise, whw presunad to speck “for the Hiacks, “shortechanged
that into a slogan.

And & tactic imposed from abave,  When a Black eaid,
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_"Holl ro, ve mn‘t. go." vhat he w=s saying was: wo ghould be fighting the .

onwmilas a.t Honeeenoor Jubs, ppm- hones, Pthe whole gyetan," oot thu Yictnaners
"peoph. Waat he was pot _mg wast o8 agalnst my hone hm. I choose to live
- inCninlor Cuba, or Russis, or even Vietnaw,

Bloek conscionaness, Afro-faerican reots, awmrenscs of thamselves
23 a peple, a neilon, & rece, Hack is besutiful, and it is slzo rsvolutione
ory, Many a yrmtﬁ we memorising Kaloon X'a records; they identified with

‘nim, ezpecially after he broke with Klijah Nohamiod®c Hlsck Mosliss, shen he
n.c noving toward a new reveiutlonary universelism. In that oru:dial. year,
1966, when Stokaly (on that Semous nsrch through the South, alongoide Xr.
. Fing uid Senes Horedith) firet 7aided tho slogan, "Rack Fowor,” he signallad

:lors thm tho o of Dre King's predouinance in the 1udsrbh.tp of ‘ths um-nt.- s

"1* ws: 6180 the beginning of the divislon Detueen rack and al} leadere, bimselt
lmluded. It iz trus ho elntru‘!.ed the erowd. vhen he first moundnd the

alogln:

‘The onlr way wo gonna -atop them shite men frea huppin® us is
o take over, _ We been ml.ng frexiom for six yeavs end we alaft
zot nothin?, What ve gonna start saying now ia Black Fowers..
Id.n't nothint wrong with anyting a1l black fcause I'n 031 blask
ard I's all good. Now don®t you be afraid. And from now on vhen
they ask yon what you want, you know vhat %o tell them.
Al answmred: "glack Powart Hisck ygml BLACK POWER!" But as the slogan
canght on, Stokely himsalf was off alactere, Noithor he nor any other Hleck
militant leader was iistening ic tha voices that came from bolow, leesi of ali
from Hlack workers.
Thore was very nesrly the same separaticn of Elack leadevs from
Hlnek meoses ag thers s between oiit.&.at white revolutionaries and the Jeck
cormunity. There cartainly was the azame theorstio vold on the part of the

leadars. In moving away from Dr. Kinits non=violeace, the new militant Hiack
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E - leaders did not mo awey from Amrican prlwt.’l.nl. did nnt ovan attompt to wrk
o outa philossply of totel fresda. Hothing shows this wore clearly thon the
- mnnee :lu whioh. thoy rudmad tro revolutionary humanisme an Frofound philosephis
oonoept of the newded “nes Magl that Ffrents hm s mchmq; to the world,
to nnmqmﬁeunfvinlmovm mn-n.almo. This wg haddiy thoqwmn
vhich geparated them from elitict white revolationaries. Indeed, it would soon
Jeacd them beok o unprineipled calhbonthn under the Meolst siogan, "rower
‘oomes out of the bervel of A guy,™ Boum the dack of philoscphic grasp hap
ha‘l.nad bring nhout an imuo aot oaly in the Hiack movement, hut luone all t.bo
 ne’ pessions m:l nev forces® for’ the reconstrioticn of eodéety on totany mnr '
boginningl. uhoﬂm- 6t point of concern ig the .'lstut phmmm—h\nm'n
'uhwzmn. or the youth, or L’hicanos. or Indians, or, for tist u.ttur. the
shols Thixd Worid, it becomas nmum‘_“w to stay
a while Imuu' with the theorn&tohn of the Third World, whom o youngz Hlaock
ludun leet olten quoto l.nd most ofton nlsreprumt. )
- Becauge Faron has a &reat deal to say on vlalnnco. and that ia the
only thing many Black ludcrl took fyvem him, cne would think ho haa nothing
also to say. First of all, vhat he says is abrolutely correct, hath h.lr.wrican.y
and theoretically, Though the Klask Panthnrs act ag if Fanon's thesis ig the
same as the Maoist oversimplifioation, "Power comes out or the barrel of = gun,
hiz beautiful rirst chapter, "Concerning Violence," haw nothing sdwatscever to
do with Mao. QOn the ceatrary, it has evarything o de wita the concrete
decolonization of Africa as fg hictorical process;s that is to oAy that it
cannot be underatood, it cennet, becoue intelligihle nor clear tn itealf axcept
in the exact moasure that we can discrrn the novements siich give it hiatorieal

form and content,! (%)

(4) Frantz Fanon, the Wratchad of the Earth, (rove Press, N. Y., 1965, Pe 2%
30.
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whils his American followers chose to disregard Fanon'e dinlectios,
thqy ‘maniged to present avan thoso points of Fanon that they quots correatly
em-s.tdedl.y Thus, it iv truw that Fancr lns a groat deal more fn.th in the

- peapsnty o8 "cvolutionlri.u t.han in tw prolourht. But, sgain, i iv concrete

waitine punint:'y s.n the uderdevsioped countrier 1s the rwoluuomry farce.

The cnhnssu'a have tried, and mﬂnu sucoseded, ia corruptirg city inhabltanias

mlohrht apd inteliectunls gnd ledders of the naticnal movements. Fanon
devotes & whole chapter to the "PAtfalls of Kstlondd Congciousness,™ and "the

4, hsineu of the fatailestuals:”

 mistory toachas us clenrly that toe battle against aai..mm-
doss not in straight away clong the 1inss of natinnalicm...
1t 6o bappons that the unpreparednses ef the siucated classesn,
ﬂwhckofpmcmdnnku betwsan thea and the mess of the

., thelr lasiness, and lot 1t be. oald, their cowmrdise
&t the uouivu lmunt ot the struggle will gi.va :-ua tn
tragic mishaps. (p+ 12

' Hot only dow he driw: durp 1ine bwtmn masges and londwu bafore conquest

of powa, but he dooa 0 ai'tcr alan,

_Finally, it is trus that Fanon axpodes the hnrrors of westarn
oivilisation, rejects it as any model to follow. He tells his At'rim. couﬂ.deu
tot ua waste no time ln sterile 1itanies and nanseating nim.icry. Leave th:l.e .
Europo vhers they aro never done talking of Man, yet murder men gverywhere they
find themess® (pe 252) But it 48 not true that he has only the lack in mind.
He is most specific on the fact that with the disappeerance of colanialism am)
"aplonised m.“"’ﬂ:u new h cannot da otherwino than defline ; neu
hmﬁlm both for itself and for others." (p, 157) (learly, the dialentice of
1ihoration is not enything pragmatic, nor sonething only thkES)mzch inas
narrowly nationslistic. It i global &3 woll as ravolutionsrys it 1s totl.l

(s} Indeed, he civillits Sudapest ao well as Suss with beglng more recisivo
moments of confrort.nu.on than the Korean War. See especially p. 62
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ua well as Iistoricslly continuous. It 15, as he put it, 3 "nww husankes,"

o lﬁ'anéw to ur.r:dna cid, sbove all, impossible of achievement if tha
ludu.-s izslate t!smalvaa from tho m:u.

-onm Black wcker frox Ositlend, cd.u‘ornu. dl.sgunttd with whad
Bgun of the Hlack Power slogen, Wrote:

Hlack power has beceme & gigantlo raindear-hat rack with many
opponi.nz uats hanging theve, Anslding the hat of Black ocapitila
igm, Thn poasiblo unity of Black &nd’ shits wrkers to destroy
 the system of mpltn.imuapmchnthogutncvaoflu
raiddlo class uf.m@m and alitist groups, al.sek ar \Mto.

‘The most a.nti.-oluint new force that came on the u-mu atugo m e

. tho tnrbuhnt t60ts vanm' Whuen's ubuut.im It swprud wvesyous, the New

Laft most of all, dnoa thnugh bora out of tho Nw 1aft, it vas tho x-.m Ini't‘ g
it oppnlud. The lll. women vho had pertioipated in every phaso of t.ho )
.n-ecdom moirexmnts ro@uud to continus being t!-.o typists, the uh»graphers.

- the "hdml awxdlisrice® to the laft. They demanded an ad w the upmt.ina
of nmul and manuwal labor, not only within the whole ecaiety, but wlthin the
1aft !.tsolf. end spplied to \wnln They were not afraid to atiack the neloe
chauvinism in the Hlack wovement; Blrok and white womea joined togather to

do u.cue with tho arrogance of a Stokely Carmichael, who bad said that Rthe

' posi.tion for women in the aovement is prone.” 3o uncompronising as woll as
adamant wao thelr atisck on elitism and suthoritarisnism that the very zinvc-
ture of the now Women's Liberation groups , ths small groups that sprang up
w&yﬁ!ua. h’-gg'm affort to find & form thed woull allow for the self=
developaent of the individual woman,

Noreover, the women surprised everyone with their nilifancy because
ﬁi":‘ alroady wes a new wnen's organization, N.OQ.W.«3 but for from attracting
them, they considered it too concerned with middle-olass and professional
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.‘imx'cq'a issuss, Suddenly,saleechaurinlmthecans g Oplar & slogar as

"md the wr,Y gsexiss becanc as vio.loun an enemy as ranism, snd for t.ho
mm. frosdoa novw meant t.uty, todw ot tomorrow, today not tho dw of
:nv ut.ion. aush lm the day after, tediay nunt, Teday, this very mmt.
1n this very rolaticnship vith "my man."

The wonen refused to concider the rolltiomhip of womair to Ean to be
a "prl.uw affair,® That was only one mcrs way to make women feel izolnw
and holplun. The idea of freedoa Min the ainn Quickly spmead to thounn:lu
of woaen via had never bafore besn "p¥litical," who suddenly saw thedr cwn
: lz.vu in e different 1ight. And onde thers was o Eg___gg_f‘-md ﬂuro wai one
.'-‘ betoro tbo "m.d“ ackwdlodgtd it u‘tm' the mass demonstrations in Immm*

19?(.‘,-t.ho whole ltnoc'hwe of tha country changed. Collact:lv.i.w and hnd.lvldu- "

L

dl.ty bmxo muplrablu. a8 the heightaned concciousness allowed -the man
%0 _nndu-stlnd that they wers "individualized throug‘h the process of h.‘l.stor&."
Hare 13 Fiver ona yaung woman lmrj.zod vhat she thought wera the
oM doors cpenad by iho Pbmnn's fiberation movement: .
The movemont has raissd many new questlons sbout women vm.cﬁ
"are both & shack to those who are not attunad to listening fer new
forces of revolation, and at the same time show the tniversality of
the movement's idess. Thasae ﬁun have not alvays boen heard oclearly,
par(-.‘!; bocause the best organized and publicised parts of the movement
lra]uou riddle~class oréeatad groups, more because the mavement has
not yet "provedn 1taalf, or fully defined itself through aciion,
Whethor this is bscauso it is so young, or because of the. thesratical

impagse it haz reeched, or both, the point is that it has Already
represents
achieved much, pracisely because it fg an idea whose time hauw como,
[hus, on the question of equal pay with men==today nearly every.

one, even men kho are terrible male-chauvinists in tholr personal
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nwi._wnl lé‘ﬂ with yoh‘ on this, Yot thres or four yearn lfo. at

the start of tho woveasat, the iden ws considersd shocking, The
aﬁme 15 not because exy statistios that show that moet wosss vho

work do so becauga t!_-.(r mast to support t.hmalvu ar their families, |
uth-r than for fpin mey. have changed, bui bcoluu the beliefy that
o !MBE. notimand ¥good® women did not—eget jobe, and that woumm are
"uortb Zass” thag =en, wers ¥o ingrained, ‘It. has taken nuoh talking and
gation jmt to sonvinoe men that women are pnot inherently m«m. azd

t.htresutyoroqwlmunmlah:zmoff.

m, in apno of sdverss publiclty about ngly "girls" bining bres.

and \m.tunr ohw nensense tho nlo-chluv:!.ni.m phy 2 in ordm- tn
7 flsko tht mt look silly, more and more women koop "joi.n.ng" M'..
m dﬁﬂ'cu-cnt. kinds of man vho had never joined anything, bnforo
hlw b-cule "nctimtl" --und t.hinkoﬂ In addition to those by’ 0a21
expfess tho aann

thmolv:s mexbers of the movement, thousande more “"E""‘ ideas,
from the mlf.re nothau' m'gmmtlunlto the new drives to unionise
mm'ﬂ Mduh-ion ard fight dhcrﬁﬂﬁﬁ/ﬁﬁt&z unions. |
And the many bolices expressing the idean of Women's Libaration were
not the remilt of women reading Sexusl Politics, much less the hundreds
'qr less serious works on the subject but of the hunger fer now roles
in e socloty and new relatlonships with others,

Thus, the movement brought Hlack and white revolutimlu togathar, J
The Hlack dimension had been the catalyst fer the first women's
movement during the AboliticyRit movement, E&wn Slack woman such as
Sojourner Truth and Harriet Tubman wers speakars, leadurs, "genersls,™
and inapired the white women who ware still subordinates to the male
Abolitionint 1eadams.] The suffrare movemont arose out of thsAboiitionist

one, but later when the white miridle~class women lost their links with
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thn Alaok o.nd prw.oturun wouan, tha strugglu waE asrrowst to Just
gotting the vote, he aow rauin.lat- &re learning their hutory.
ooncluding that the movément must aeliwde Black and proleiarian wonan,
and also that vomen suat ﬁght for t.ho.lr oM, !'ruda-: in order W be able
to fight for that of othors, .

1ike the aeal xlners end aute wrkers sho asked, whily thyy
Tought il1%ing antnu.ll.ion. "ihat kdnd of work should man dotv, (6)
- MR wonon &re u!d...g. fihat kind of work ahould Duen daf®  Must thero
bonhmuhadlﬁ thntu.nmen ahotd.donlydohowm&—dm, hnrd.:
ni.ndloas ho\umk—or its oquinlnut ir the market place? Hol.en a&re . |
danudi.ng to. use thedr heedn, to be hm bo.tns- instaad of Just ux
ebjoots and househeld robots, And even moro rum!anenhu,y thqy are’ '
llkiw. "What kind of work should we !g,__'l" In udd!.t&an t.o thu- queotion
of equal pay, thers is thet of betng. paid 5&&: thnx.hautmd.fe {the
lnvuent. shich s very sennitive to language that reinforces conaopta'
of ulo dominstion, has also pointed out how ollenating the word
"houaeld.te" ise~the wife is not even an appendage to & man, but to &
hman). the houzewife who haws no independance because she hao no money
of her own and must obey her man or she may find herself on the straet;
the working woaan wio has to put in & second full, unpald worlkday when
she comas home, 6o thet she doomn't iza?e & moment to think let algna
participute in a movement. This is not even a queation of valuing

manual work properly, but of valuing_ "women's work' at all, 3o long as

wonan's role is thought to be "inharently" to serve men, we capnot aven

get to the quasiion of who doss mental labor,

(6) See ibrkara pattle Autometion, News & Letters, Detrost, 1960,
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The question of what kind of work we valus can be sean mort

drasatioally in our attitude toward raising ehildren, It Ly soclety%s.
ohdldren that woxen are raisings even the biggest capitalist would

i TRy r;ﬁ-nz?-);:‘mmﬁ Tl

nvo to adait there uouldn't bo mh #3030 %o his life if averyons
etoppad having children. 'Iet the people 'u!:o are given most of tus Job
of ohild care sro traated as Af tiis were scme sort of sutematio,
aechinicsl processee"wmun’s funotion"=wwhich detorves no help or
compensstion, Thir view is ssen most clearly inthhe trectment of
ADC sothers. ® They l'.ro callad ¥lany,® and sondemed for "rotuning
zotm-k."tnd,and ata-mﬂmlwol, uuuhingnbumhut
| kids wero no werk at all, mmaommuatwru. Parhaps this
B 1 pl.l‘i'. of our omdi.iy Teotishicms prodw:ing paople (I uuan uhm
them; having mm is tho laut. of J.t) in. un.inpc'rt.mt uhcn or'.Ly
$hinge sre iapm't«l.nt. ' - : o
AIJ. of these questions boil down to, "what kindw of o M of
" work should humen beinza havel", which is the central quelt&on ror

buldlirg a new ;noniatv. For womel, this nrevades cnry 1#sus, from-
that of abortion (the ohoice pot to raise s oh@ld).. to sharing the
housework and ohildersising with the sun and having dw-;cnfe_ centars,
to gotting better jobm, to forming entirely new human relaticnships.

(7) e writer considers the Bational Welfare Rights Organization the
first and grostost Women®s Iiberation orpanisatlon. One meabor

has urittm: rovs L, Né b 1evo '
A vomAn it Eetdisrdh ol 19?0)
non\nhthingnsamtodes nf%t feal 1liko 3 wezan any-

moresssieising children in a noc!.oty 1ike this 1x iwnoileees
' they want to take my children because I refused to send them
to mchool without sufficleat chothing, We went downtown Lo sow
the walfare officinls (chout increasingz the clothing allowancn)
ard they sald ws could stay as long 63 we veren't a nuirance,
Hut AT we warentt a nulsanca to thew, they's just walk by us all
day long. I've blocked doors. That!s the worsi thing in the
world according to them. The worst thing in the world to me
13 children who cont have enough cloghes and enough te cates.

Ve are a group of women whe have jolned togatherea group.
of women who know what it is to fight, what it Ls to be waliked
on, what it 1s to bo kit on the head....Freedon in somoething that
a1l of na newl, Uoman raallv noed it, Ov'_ . i= 13299
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Mm!d_d has evidently readhed the end o!' mﬂling waen the r!.chest.

lnd mt powerful silitary u.l.ght on earth nhouts ths heavens, ot about
the wniers of its modneuon. affiuvance, or nmlur gigantism, but about the
"strange #pirit of mslaise throughout the land,” This Saa't all dus to apirit,
Ithuvq.rdup oeomu.tc rootss ALl one bas to do tc seo this iz locck at the
intess ﬁguru an the stete of the oconamye By the goverment's own standerd,
tuu?ahﬂva m 2 half ailldcn pmpla lived in povarty in 1970, More thnn
13.5 nillion ‘uri.cmaroaeive mlru'o usutlmo—ono out of seven poopla in
ch !crk and San Frencisco, one out of four in Newark, Wnlut Ma risea
“to 6.2 per, ocent, and that figwo is neaningless vhan it comes to'the thk E
comunlw, whare anploynent runs to no less than 25 per cant in the "i.mm'

c!.tw." 'mo uto of poverty for Blacke was 32.1 per cent, nbout thras t.i.nes the
uto for ﬂﬂ.tu. in 1970, mu is during a pcr.lod of so-grsat growth thlt
H.'I.mn heried to 2nnounce we had roached the rills0n dollar lavel! fhe troabla
vith his "uuptlrallaled profperity” is that, first and foremost, both the - '
conntantly riaing nusher of poor and the army of unmployed bave bicome as
pecranent foatures of the aconony as militarization and ongolng wars,

Thus, though the United Statas heads the list of the major world powars
in ite axpanditure for the military, it is also at the head in A%s numbsr of
unemploysd. According to the U.S. Arms Control asxl Dimnmt Azeacy, the
percentage of the gross national product for allitury purposes is 8,5 par cent,

as againat 5.8 peraantr spent by Groat Britian, 2&11. per cent by West lermany,

and only 1 percent by Japan, At the same time,/the United States ra unerploye
mant‘zg 3.6 percent, Britlan 2.5 percent, wWest Germany l.6 percent, Jepan 1.2

Theso are 1969 figures and are piven here only for purposes of relating
For as we saw above, “HyENe

porcent,
the military expenditures to tho unemployment Tigures,

A" turlly doubled,
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_ 8o decadent has capitalism boeénn that even the ruling class ltgelf

—ar! S5 with Uﬂh‘inmmﬁoxl at all levels, from war to "m_ll.flrc." far the
bansfit of the capitalist oluss~—coisidwre the $30 bﬂlinn‘ annwlly powred inte
the ?hﬁml War as balng innuf!"ialmﬂy profitablet | Even for tham, it is -“the
weong Mare" lhﬂom. the inflation shich n‘aku the doliar sturd up in the
intarnational maviost only With tha crutches of full state backing plug out-
‘right mintuatrial helotry® (to use ex-Prine Kinister Wileonts phrasa), G
. holps lead the wmy ta tbo 2irst, nerioul.tm.nr-tin rececsion, Yot ﬂl
tho trh-kl in lﬂ.‘mn‘l bag, from the utate plﬂnni.ng learned during World iﬂr
o to the ruckesr ovu’d.'.l.l. oarn w gat the =o'.ma-y out of ity maldise.

It u slcke ‘aiok, sick, , ‘ , o o
. Ramgant racism,vhich makes 211 theams- -econoRls burdens fall heaviest
on the Hlacks, has yet to be fully grasped by the white mo:.uuomm. This
is thr the thks kosp ..nsuti.ng that not only is tho oppresser clun Ticist,
" but that rac.ln rm.i.ns ihe issue also m in tho country as

a whole, imlndi.ng the whito revoiutionaries,

‘mus. as late as 1970, at the very moment shen the Black students were
coming out in solidarity with the murdered white students at Kent Stats
Univergity, the experience with whltes, not bigots but revolutionary vhites,
was shattering. In contrast tn the mass outpouring of protest all ovar the
country to the Kent killinza and tho Cambodiar. invasion, thers was very nearly
total silance on the pert of whitss to ths happenings in the Soﬂh. the .
murderfl of Elacks by police and -tha planned and maseive gunfirs powred out
at the Hlack women's dormitory at Jackson State. A1l the Hlacks, nc matter
shat strata, avowed that racism was in fact 60 deep and ingriined and lrres
versible as to hold alf whites in its thross.

Thus, the Dlack (i.I.!s, the very ones vho are still in Vietnanm,
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wﬁ.ome tbo aemé d:.muimi.m a8 in the South, snrl ay & huoeyear IMOY(B)

‘ ,.nnlul ththﬂ&oﬂlckmum“mtthqeﬂl&nqum:r The .
. sast (the whits man} got nis Ku I‘.I.uz Xisn, The Hlack Penthers give the beast

e mﬁh&:hf&r,nﬂwfm’ﬁmmdorownvu.
m.amkmrkﬁhmnmnhopanm' nharo 48 no middle rood
-!!:‘eduuw Gmopud.f‘w havo to take the lesser of two evils,! are

AR A

: Ien hers o ge 4o the eza'uo ¥, Racisn 1z thz lscue heve, and for

e

ﬂmt m nud 2 rwol"mn." 'ﬁu com!.mlm en the part of everyono | i.numtmed

1n an' ther. m\—wﬂ aone of the#o mm were taken b.r ravoluuomim-

B w ¥h nmn's Southern mugy is not \ént the-
w 11'- h. not ca.ri.ng lbout m.uoka benuno ef the wido-mud ma-
Brerything lﬂ:mn dm ‘szys: T-dont nesd yoU. thks

4

(8) The survey vas made by @ ®hck jowrnalit for the Now York Limos,
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In 1968 &11 ayos had turned to France for it was thare that the hizhest
arunted
potnt of develupment for all new passions snd now fcreer had momgmd, The nltnnu .
rarse and

ard expansivenses of the spontaneour mass outburst, t.rm/rulu.puoi ty of the
l.cu.ml from barricades in t.ha uun Qunz'ten- to occupation of t‘cctw.tu to sass
in the turbuloat 1960 -
um‘:u parked & turning ;m!nt h M.atm-h dimensicn, P‘or the firet tine/a near~
rcmluuan upsurgad in a t.oahmla:.tcnuy uinnc-d ocountry. Far tho first time
a:l.nq- tho birth of tha now s;annﬂt..'lon of rmlutiomln did the ltudcnt. youth

and the workers unite in mass activitios. For the l'lrut ',hu- did the Workers

sgudont. Alldance enow itself o be siot only a ne« ro:-n af ttn.uplo bat an wu'pouc-.tn; ,
B ten =illion workers on general st ike, becane :
force as thousands of siwlents in revolt hecm/n n.iJ.lion marching feet cf mi:era

- and stwdenta end houamd.vos ! oldetary ag well as- ynuth bmm ‘8 nw-rcrolution i |

'u.rtinrn!.njm de uauua. Yot thc ract ti-.gf. 12 vap only a ncar. oy an netuul.

r-voluf.!.om the fact {hat the Prench op, through the 5T, could kesp: the norkm-s
oonﬂne:i to- rd‘orn.ht demanix uhich made it unnecessary for de unnllo. cneo

he orguniud t.he oountc-rwolution. to no«i & bloodbath to koep the mess revelt
ot only '
from bocom.!.mr 30cial revolution, n.-ttn'ﬂ.‘Lv put & question mrkfonr A «omtion ’
"rangvardists® 1ike th
tat but the mmmhﬂnmmm mtaky!.sts wao, though they rm.wht the

'CP counterwrevolutionary -cuﬂ,uu, held on to the sene concept of a "'kun:l

Party to lead the ravoluuon."lanmd.al ~ohrie Bend.i.t m& absolutaly r.lxht then he

8aid that the movement was bayond tho small partiss shich wanted to lead, But he
Was urong to hold on to mo abstract # view of & philosophy of libsrution s o

think thai theory can be picked up Yan route.” thout theory the rosd to ravolution

led "en routae" to nouhq-c; the revolutionetoebe was a otillebirth, thich only
Anarioar

incrotsed the endless output of booke on it, 4s one young/rmluuomn'- wio waa a

ahamdmoe pertiolpant in the svests put 4t: YAt oo time,1848 to 1968, have thers
beean more annlyses, more solutions, moro answers thrusd upon  the revoluticnary ace
tions of the Poldsh, the Jorman, the Ceshhosiovak, snd most specifically the Freach

nsgses thet vhat we gre witneasing today,
"Far Sartre, ths barricases of France and

the ganeral strike had a cartain resesblance to the Castré type of insurroction,

1+ .
e el TR Gl e i P erg epecte o chtne
=i freal® vanguard pl.rty. For some axistentislist-anarchists it was o collective
madnoss which prowily had no roal, no definite aime, no alwmun...oror Cohne
Bandit and others their raole s that of *planting soeds,? «s(But)going r'rom the
possible to the sctual As not enly a task of the uurkarn. It 1a a tagk for
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thaoretlchm."(n)
Differant as ano, Hay, 1968 was from Cuba, January, 1959, the undcr]ydng

philosopby ot' the Kew Iaft resainsd onu or another from of'guerrills warZara" that
AL ur.c under 1t spell,

boema mnt Temous undm- the t:l.tlo. Revolution Withir Revolution./ Bven thosw vho’ didw

not accopt the view tha? only tho countryn.de. only in technologi.c:ny undcrdavolopu. -
countr-ies saef.he with revolutions T6 nlraproclaimd "urban gumﬂhn" the point

ra so in the 1B tlm-in?rtm-‘\
of :ttrch&W m“unhm hy the psst.

Debray's l!uvo],g:glon iu‘ tht anolul:ioa? burns with niulonary'tul "te
fras tha precent from the past.® A greater deception than elifer that contsined ‘i.n
the title ei} tﬁl-_ pmnuaua Iitﬂc bookiat_., or in the alleged narrewing of the
"terraln" of guerrilla war to Latin M%iem, undarlies the contention that, as againi
the ebatrectiocas of :heory, this essffr i3 baged I.OIC'IY an "ciperienea,' Zacts, "tha
concrare.” tfdn.r the guise of this untluory, t:ia moge preteatioue theoratic declax-
ations are u.srted vhick indeed change the course, net of details, but of theoxry ‘
and fact, hlntory and "a naw dialectic of tagks,” bonimtim this "new dialectic®
is the nnd to set up "mlliurv focos, vot politicel fecos.,® Poor dislectics, what
crimes luve-nur. basn committed in thy namet

Debray pulls out from his fertile syls a new expression-«"the equitalenr.
lubstitution" (mlituy command). This 1s the end result of the Army rcplaclns tha

Party, zapl:einz :t'c Pnlenriat, replnctng tha Peasantry,only to be replaceu by tha

" km-lt-lu, uu-it-an. "Equivnient-ﬂuh-titul:io'l." the multary command, which

: conlisl:s mi%ly'of 1ntnu¢cl:ulls of bouxgecis ext.ractiunl

Tt

- Ona ﬂm’u tbﬁt a Horkina class of restricted size or under tb.e
!u!luance cf ‘a reformiat trads unjon ariotecgacy, and en isolated

© - aad Widlliated peasantry, are ‘willing to gccept. this group, of
e baurgsoh otisin, s their polil:leal. laldauhip.( 9 .

: No !acuonluau of any urt ll pernitted. thin old ghastnuk ef Stalipist :nuntaz-
i;n‘i.il:' As 'p;ucd off ‘as "The thuorstical and historic mslty of this ntuuucn. !

, f?;tf _uld bs imposaible to list all ths books,pampniets, articTes on Sﬁi’.‘mg,l

-In oREs. thv are easily avsilable not only in Franoe butagreatuwmm:;z;g

under ’d.tsou.is:lon here, Ihe graffiti played a upoc:hl‘ly proninent pari, and thu'aron

it ip Iaporteat to list its thecretlo Guy Debord!s Festival.
likorise calied 4its special issus (isz,H;v.-Dn.lS'GBJ davoted to FWM

tPeptival of the (Opprecsed”, ihile it printed the shole of Andre Glm!-:mn.n'l
‘the-younger n:ﬁ%mq:r {mﬁlL te.and intell - m;);.
. etudey sotuals-who—daunshad . thie moveaen
~  1t-ingludad nlnd.h. Irotsk;ri.lt Ernest Mel-rttﬂro!' £8urge, pointed fo .i.t: oF b
8pocific vieus, Tom MAirnte The. {Panther ‘Books)s 4lso by .v‘
n--. _socialiyts-3 FEle Gost On by 'Do:-,r €131 and Yau Birchadl (13) eod
L33 (ped MEPI pairvats MMM

~{10) Obnoleh CGBDunim by Dentel cchn-Bomlit.

(1.1) .1 by Bugene Walker '
(12) Y. Rnolufd.on in the nwolut.ionr (irove Press,, ™
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The "pri-oof“ of "parfest undaratanding® lias in the ececptraca of {1) insutr:c:!eul
: lctlvlty 23 'tlu usber ona poiitical activity,” end (2) tie corclusion that "thare"
is no lenger a plece for verbd! ldiolocicli nlltln to tha malutlon. for a
cfrula type of wla:ic. '

a.auu. of the pencasat for monoiithism which chersccarizes the beoklat,

tts 113 pages are one mu-'-ndlu peesn ¢! praize to the gusrriltia. 8o suprame s

the lllitnry &8 meand and end, da strstegy end teetic, as leaderahip snd menhsod luﬁi.’.

that it #1so swallows up th!ory ond the politicel garcy. . &ecoﬂuna' to Ugbray, "the
ngauarlm nonlty introduced by the ‘Cuben leutlon" is thin "Tho guerriile Eorcs
is thn plrty |u a-bryo » 'ﬂn fact tiwt he zould not werely nur:. but bed ta attm

e prm Cubln wiglullty on the queation of ;uarrllln war, made dlt!lcultlel !rw
"‘_!\tho ﬂ:at:t. ' '

4

_frhn firsc m:.-xi-: ;t;.orloc of m.-lrr'i'llu uwerfare wes Mao Tes-tung, mnat -

| b
'

‘ - Fidel Cnr.'fo. !'urthem. tho thasis of “freeing tle present !m the pnt" hld

,come faoe t.o face with the ainple rullty that it was Vucm. n.oi. Cuba, which wis

puunai.y eng&nd in gusrrilla warfare on & massive acale sgeinst the biggest of lll

the vorld's inpu'ilulm. thec of ths Unjted S:atn.

Un&er tha ciieuml:_andn, Debrey conld not actack Ganaral Gisp fronmtally.
Our philosopher thareupen hit upon the ides of beginaing with an attack on the
Trotakyists (nliﬂyc a uEg bet for Communistu); only aftar theat could Debray actespt
to move cautiously to & eriticism of ather concepts of “self-Gefensa™
In Vistnaw above all, and sleo in Chias, armed sclf-defanse of the puunts.'
organized in militias, hes played an important role...bit...in no wey did it

bring sutonnmous zones into betng. Th=ae tarritories of self-dafanse weze
visbia only becsuse total war was being carriad out on othor fronts....

Cagtra's total war includes a war on Marxist theory: firct, Marx's mm

theory of revolution as the gbjegtively produced elemental ovtburst of ths mosues;

and second, Lenin's dictum thot there can be no revolution without a revolutioansry

theory. Che Guavara, when he spoke, not "through” Debray but in hic owvn words, was
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. open encugh about 1cg

"l'hll is & unique hvolutlon which some ssople maintasin cantxadicts one of
“the mast orthoden premiose of tr revolutiomsry movcment, axpressed by

Leninr "Withour & moluuomry theory thors is no revelutionsry sovessnt,”

It would bu suitable to ary that evolutlonsry thanry as the exprassion

of u soctal txuth, surpassas say declaration of 1t} thet is to sAy, avan

if tha thacry 1s not known, tka ravolution car succsnd 1f hiororicii reality .
ie interpreted correctly snd 1f che forces iuvolwed &n it zve utilized
cecrectly. ()

Dabray will heva nathing to do with this open daclsration of & davistien,

auch Icu 4n actusl theoreticsl argumsdnts iutud. thare u hl- devious duurl&n; -

first aglmut "!‘tc:nkylu." then Msoiss, and only then “tba-u:leally' againat Glap,

The uny lu exphlns Cntro'a "Iuruy letves cut the question of thzory u!tqethcz. 3

" MPidel Cul:ro." Iu \rriul. "uyl -l-ply I:hat. chcn ic no nvolutmn uithout . vsmaﬂ,.

i

. "un;uardutu." does not. geem to dlaturb our magter of, lubstitution. a5 he rmucas g

N 'Ihar. this u nnt thay n!nt ia ds-putc nong !:omnluts. lll of vhom lu paulotuta

r

r.hcory Lo a 1itorature of the absurd, by flndtng "2 close i:io batwean btolg“ (yq_'."
,bls!cgyl) 2nd ldaolo;y."
To séve us from™thz ‘vice of ¢xcegsive delih!ratlon, and the ‘ractlmt-

o'im wiich is "a dcad-und sr.rect." Debray pnints Ha unm!ng finger...to tadicete

& ghortecuz.” It 18 & xigrt.cut to nowhere. It is a long road ta tragsdy,

" Far from belng & short-cut, much legs the "guaranl:e_qd" wiy to schisve
ate power, guerrills warfare is o long; protracted road u'hich nas sore -of ten
fuiled than succedded. Ou;- post-wer world is filled with guerrilis vars, from the
Philippines to Burcs, from Malaya to Indenesie, not to mention India end Japan, tha"
have failed. Thet there is no "megic" to It has been bitterly driven howe by Che's
tragic deathi Our post-war world, 2s against the post-war world following the Fivat

World War, lacks "magid,” the trae wagic, of the Ruseisn Revolution which ast the

() Che Guevara, Notes for the Study of the Ideology of Cuban Revolution,
/n
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world afllm. Even todny--a half century lfttward'. whan it hz beer transformd
lm:o its opp:bllte--the originkd perapective remeins the gresteat force of world
rwo}utionu:y developsent. ‘

| Thln. then; is ohe Marxist heritage, ‘th- paul from yhl;:h Castro's
“”thq_e.ﬂr.lcu'n.iuhcs "to free the present,” ¥a will not succead, 1f 1t were
é,ﬂrciy tte writicg of & youns French philosopher, it could ba l;ll.ly disaissed.
Unfortunateiy, he ospasks for & state ixwar.' one vhich pictures i1taelf as ravolutionswy,
Because short-cuts .to revoluticon look sttrective, it was necesssry to countcr#me
raality to Debrey's nlubln-pcnned plnscen.

Tha only "-sg!c" is ther of Social !l.valur.!en--a areat nass in motion, in

_ apcrntontuuu. forvard movecant, propelled by a phllolophy of liberation, & Maryist
thnory of prnlctatun world revolutlnu in which the masges are nct only ﬂass and .

mnr-ic. but llso ‘pasaion nnd leuon.
-The, Hew Loft, not having built on thia, Jupt this, the many lbort.od m:l

sowred revolutions continue without any new vantage point from uh.lch tn am-tha
r.-ew roads ahead, .Thim cossn®t mean that the "carreat" theory, if not qh;onﬁn:l.v

and frlly awaro of the might of tho ca _M-rwcl.xthn
grounded,/would have brought the milleniun. Mo new atage of cognition oan ‘be

“mdo" ulm'e the conddtions for & new plunge to freedom bhave not ariten, klu'r. the -

| fragmentation of the New laft, the proliferatlion of all types of shortcuts to revo~
luti.oh disclossd ws that. no new atteupt hod been made to ralate thess noﬁ. new
“theoriea® sither to the rigors of H.i.sturlc&:l Mitorleligm that is at the me th;-a,
a theory of scolal revolution or te any new objective comditions, rust less to the
movenmant frem below, tae praxis of the massen, Ywpiriclsm in thouyzht has weaked
its vengenilso also within the Flack dimension insofar as the solf-pr@ll.‘lmed
vanguard leud&nhip is coacernad, K

More shooking that the minlless activity of the ieathorman faction of the

505, its "Days of Wrath" and "bomb factories" that succesded only in blowing up
their own activista, wis the gplit within the moot radical and most populsr:
flack Fanthor Party. ‘tho mindlops accounts for the split between Huey Hewton ard
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Fldridge Clmaver from'both sourcep be sccountad more rationslly by the facts

tat both were Lsolatsd from the masses, both acelotis in their hybisi, shifting
"theorlas" of Hlack fatlonalism, Meolsm, and & rather oripinal form of Lugpra weban
rusrrili~isa, But this osanot lussen the shoeck of the Hlaok youth \bo my not;

have beea psabers of ﬂ:e Hlack Panthers but nevertheless wore slad the Manthace
¥x'0 thersaeknd these youth/nuubered by the thouscnds as againat the nenbership

that oan only be mmbsred by the hundreds, and that énly for & bried perisd. A
roproimuuto report from one of the major campuses=clichigan State thiversity—

retds:
*The issue of the mplit tetwean the Black Penther lesdership has laft

meny black pecple disillusiones with that group. . The battle betuesa tae New York
groupand the Oakland Centril Cosmitteo has long beea ovident., The fewd betwecn

. dowton and the nine Blacks he axpelied from the party added woro fual to tho fire,
Moot shooking ¢f all, however, ia the domestic quarrel tetwren Eldridge and Kathlesn )
Clsever in Algiers. illustrated in the Panther paper & few wostn dgo. - -
. L "The support.is any, that the Fanthers still got sasnates, not from the
Haok masses' espoussl of their ideclogy, bit frem the cemwunal solidasivy of Black,
acd oppredsad people everywhsro. Thie same iu true for Angels Davis, Everybody may. [

" not care for SCommunimm®, but thay care for Angela becavse she ia a Hlack wosan, /
One sist<r, peinting to & suohsGrientalised pieturo ofiigels that sppoured in the
Chinsse press and wam reproduced in Muhtsmad Spueles, told me that ¢his shows how
even the iucsians and Chinese are racist. aE o S B it

© "The internatizaalisa of HDiacks lwfalivo aw ever, Iast Friday they had e
Chima Dey tp here, Mobert Williaan oome in from Ann Arbor to speak, along vith
wiliiam Hinton, suthor of fanshens Thers wae two films on China showr, thet night
o An overflew audienco that was at lsast cneothird Slack, Of course, the Trotskylisi
¥aoists plus SIS hed a £ield day trying to sell literatuwre, But the crow \asn't o
about to buy those Moo buttons thourh they did buy books on China, Paople I've
talked to are [retty wmuch fad up with the pragmatic, =litipt philosophy rRoat vane
fuArde express, We'rg looking for a tetal philoscphy. ManeAfrloanisa, Aerican .
otyle, is cliche, It is being tsed as &n sscape hetch and commarcial fadsz by whites,
True PanwAfricanisz 1ike true trotherhood, is a boautiful idealm:that is worth
fighting for. Rt now that the cat hag boen let out of the big, We rem, oF Ave
bezinning to ses, that SBlack, too, csh be cormpt,
“Hlack youth ere looking for somothing, somethirz total, somataling that

wuld, once and for all, end the divislon botwesn the raal and the \deal."” o

whether or not whiat that Mlack stulent seys is & ranifestation of zho
legelian concept that tho transcardence of tho opposition botwwen Hation and
reality rests in subjestivity alone, it is clear that, for the black massocs, |

black conscivusness, areness of themselves as Afro-imoricen with a dusl heritags

(1s)
(1d)jdack i‘anthar, 13703 for Cleaver's statemeat see
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and lpn;h.‘i pride, & continuity of revolt, in a drive toward wholeness, o iavense

that 1t domsx bolieves At oan oTercozo the uog.;‘uptm betwesn objeotive and mb_jocfl.w. !

.r_brmu'. this 1s charazteristic not anly offcoiimogo youthbut of Hlack wericere o
kA pot fintabed even slemantary school whon they were acwpsllel to seek rmmy"gcu?:ﬁ :
tat tho shop pipérw Lasned by & Hlack coucus 4n an auto ehop 1a Detrodt oelled
opedly Cer Srevalutioa®(1§), or Yimited iteels to the concrete desands for wpgrediug
of Wacks, ond off 1ly white departeats, more ropresoatation in the higheed caholone
¢f the waisn, thay sll partioipste in wildoats which show they are as ready to tear
the 1abor bursaweracy wp by ite roots as o rid itself of mansgenents. Evan one of
the motrate wurkers reowntly awproeseed hisself cu Lolluws: *Ihe most popular ward
in the shop these days is: revolutiomary. In the past, cna vhen we didn't pu'ret tho_r‘,!
' akax wnion Jeadership and call workers "Comnunistst, wo would shy avay from any. -
worker vbo desiared hinsalf 15 be & ‘ravelutlonary.! Yo ve say to hixs Yty be for
forsign revolutionsy We need oris here, rigkt hare."(16} ) Y

[

“""Q1£)0e0M, EIRMM, FRIM. Yor & eritijue of these papers ond.an anelyeis of snop
like and shop cancuses in general, see Flack Capcusss by Charles
ﬁfg E“ (Y Vol.VII.$3, 5umsr.1969i ' - ‘ - S

(16) e vhole strugsle ageinst Autmation, frou vhoy 14 -fivgt started in ths

minsa in 1949 resched auto shops and steel factories in the mida1350's, . ‘
1ister to the woritars gpeaking for themsvlves in Horkers E&u% %ﬂ.‘{iﬂgq whish
the Hlack produstion worker, Charles Denly corcludes with: era is a crisis in

‘ ' ‘ produstioni=and with .
Automation, there is alieys a crisis in producticn--there is a crisis in tha wbole of
society. Yes, it is true that not only the woricers, but 211 are affected, Hovevsr,
for pore mitilated thon the privileged are the ungrivileged, The plight of mone is - -
worse than the milldons of vnmploysd, They are ths true forgotten man dnd women and

children of these phony 'scaring €08.'ess o
. ) fiha vorkers orgenizing their owm thinklng

ic s gwdwhhgh&oniﬂhndﬂowhh,..@gﬁuotomhﬂﬂwhuﬂ

to this gront movement from bolow, to the actual practica of workars® tattle cgminst

Autcmation-=iuntonrtion, not &8 it fousht' to ba, but as it iz in fact—eonly those

totally tlind, I repeat, can bellevs there is an ualridzeable gulf buiweern thinking

and deing, Thinking and doing sre &re not reslly as Tar spart a3 appears te thuse

vao are cut ¥%o lcad,f9(p.62) :




o qnu-h saylng that we are on the throshola ot revelution. . The fact :
'\th- N of revalution, hoift;vc-. ls in the air evan whera we are not in
- pu-rmlu&lonary nituatla that this idea is by no means limited to the
young in the nnt.!.nw.m- wvar msvoasat, but is prasent also on th- ehop “lur
‘mnc e Fquiceoant” labor, tpuku mluau gbout the philosophiculepolttical
mtw'ity of our age, ¥y my hnva no Hegel or Herx or lonin. vhat we do heve, ‘
however, 1o Mist no other dgs hed-ethe movement lrom praotica that does not
stop at praxis, that is Jtself & form of theory. Ghree kinds of revolutisns
have savked our. agomsthe Bast Biropean agalnst Comsinist totaliterisnisms the
Afrousuien against Western tnperialissy the technologieal that, far Arom mkkhga: "'.
tmmlns lm Ul vk ono-d.l.um.l.nml nen, causad workers to pose quoau.en about ‘

tha Kl of labor ] chculd dos the My of the division between mantal und
. Imgg i
ununl ].m. the nod for rmlutl.omry change kutrmux men at the po.’l.nt. or

produntlnn. mp_ fact that the color, Hiack, ciraated that new rwolntlnwy

" dimension zmd that that will also intensify the contradictlions uith&n:‘.i;nbor.

and not only with eaplui and the labor blmuub“my. cannot u.rﬂorml.na ie!nt BLY

the n-ix ?svo.l.uthmry idea that is in the air ant Will otjectively ao-pu.
vhite lahor Mto toke sides™; as a whole, white iabor hes not falled txxh:mm;thm T

bo with Blaqki in the labor struggles, In &ny cate, 1t is nlivq; .'Lt._l.u in
sarious cless battles abtd this is the pnriod. of aconcumic crisls and daep
unemployment tk;nt. refuses ‘ﬁLﬂlﬂsﬂ in the age of Automtion.

The gnes who are %hﬁ Idea are not the masses, but the eiitist
leardarship shich hae arrogated to iteelf the "making of revelutions, or, mcre

correctly put, tho erdarine of “makin: revolutions"., Ii{ is no aceident thkt

those turn out %o be the abooluts opposite: counter-revolutions. ‘“his 1im 4rue

not only of the CPs armed with state power who arush ravolutlons, nor of O Ps
o 8t1il out of powur vho use their control of the trade unlons wheo usae

that power and reformist iimolops to stilly the rev@lutionary urgs, as the
olarswoollaborationist Fronch P 14 in “ay, 1968, [he unigueneas of the dialectlc

13310 wiekubr In uprootin: the countarerevolution within tho revelution is vhat mada
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Msl 90 alive to Lenin, 1914=1023, is thit which cau.sad Stalin to ofgr the .

exeInyion of nihs amunn o!' the neya
as 18Ny mﬁ. mu-upitﬂm Yyrraay “oould indesd changs
mmmmartmmmwuamnnwwn
u-&uuz inak also at omc!mo Marxiats who, #Fm though indapanient ofeny @m :
are pertestsd to the marrow of their bones with the apa.mluun consopt
of the ;n'oh{arht. Ieok of ceanfidence in those nRsaen ia

tica™ from the "laws" of e dinlectic
the courre af hlsiury.

PR TS
of the W
the c.ma mot of g1} sbiestions to "idealistie, mystical Hagelianisma,™
!homelmf.of trath that all those detractors of Bsgel axpreus is
wlmm taut of Hegal. For, vithouf.

undations of uswro,ﬂmd“

the mosi o booale VALS boirgools LSerlisd,

mlmtha rmi.nod m&nmd i.n an u.m.u thlt w3 absmut nnaugh to il.r

» ) e

d.low for usszs as. npology for the Prusgian alute. BM lex ot hrokun wlﬂ: _

e

hom'geoh mm in 3te phunsoph!.c fors &# well ae its chaa nnturo he would
ot have bom able’ es.thar to disclnse the dga!ra:lc romula of ruvolutinn !Mtrmt
:m the l!ogdhn dhluet!.n. or to rasroets the dialsctls that meod out of: aho
aotuwml clars struggles cnd praoletarian revolutiono, and aketohed out fhas

self-siovemant into "permansnt rovolution."17) " For our age, however, what in

fmnedistely more relevant than the Prussian state’s prison housa for the Heéolian

dilalectics, is, firat, Socisl Democracy’s, and, todsy, Communicu's parversions
of the Hegelian-Marxian dialeotic. That scadealc Narxiom 13 also engaged in
togring awey at "Hegellanisa" is only proof that there iz no "third way" in
the mada of m thought than thore is in the chu -tz'-ugglo. Potty=
bourgesis subjeotiviem hes alisps snded hy holding on to ﬁs state powsr, sad
never more w0 than in our stnto-capitalist :ﬁ/':::m? mu: \.d.th ako
adainistrative mentality of Flanners,

(17)1'm nmaturslly mot referring either to Trotsiy's theory that bLypasaed the

revolutionary peasantry, nor to Mao's theory whick has by now degraded to
tho suwperstrusturs of culture, but to Harx's original prenulzation of

pwatnence in his Mdrass fo the Comaunist Ieapue, 1850. 13311
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133172 to still one other tyranny. The inherent hg.ln of present~lay revolutions, their

~#0-

' intellectuals,
Furthest fm the minds of ol.ltiot/ludns in partioular, is the a21c

p-1-14 -

dwdomnt of the mauses who thaaelvcs would master the prlne.tp..sl of the
diglentic,

Iof, 811 the new beginnings tor theory, for philscophy as wall ay
for meluthmr,y raconstrwotion of acolety on totally new baman fomthns.

bas ocoe in owr 8ge from the #pontaneous outbursts, the world aver, "Selfaditer-

nwumhmmnummnhhtohm!.tcdtapuk"-lhmadbythou
fighting for self=Asturainution, be that pational, or "individusl,

" Here, 400,
bowevec, thare ars tw kindo of enb Jectivity. On the pert of The Leadar 1t iz

voluatariaw tlutruunnordu-ing &onsmtomkhnﬁmﬂhndr.hngw

howaver,
loger hours, wske "1 day = 20 yrars, &t the oppnnita pe‘l.o.lan the purt ot

- the msu wesnd thet doos include revelutionary .lntollwtmh. youth upmlﬂly
along with workars and pmmte. Ehck and whitewwit is the tapc of Srmjoot.r.vlty |
ﬂnch. mm-e of the uumy of the world and natioanl erises, that works to
ourcen thc oppouiuan baewom ebjective and sibjeotiva, theory and #;mtiee;
llotlonlndﬂnuiv. Iththtl&idxhandoﬂc;dumhmnry.,nh thia

which has frud Marx from the coaf'ines of Communisn hy % his or!.giml
theory of revolutiori, philosophy of liberation, “thoroughgoing Matareliwc or :
Busanira' tato the'ensrgising principle’ of todayts rm};{iomin. And 1t ,
this whioh has brought unto the histaric stage Lenin®aftroak with his own -

pbilosophic past that led him to declare "Cognition no¢ only reflects ﬁxamld,
but oreates it."

It 1s true, of coursew—and indesd there would be uuﬁhhg rurm.

mentally amisz if it were othcrwlse—that Marx and Lanin solved the prablm of

‘their age, mot ewrs. Strong foundations have bmen 1aid for us once we rucozatse

tunugh "sacend negativityt, or
that the leap from nacessity to freedom cannot be done otheriise thanf us Marx

put it, on "positive Humanimm stariing froa itself.” Any o other basis, any other

lzaders as "mental reposiiories”, or '
basis, shether that bo the ctate as "collactive property”, or/Perty ae "repreaentatinf

of the proletariat, instead of the populstion "to a man" being  that "individuaiieg,
intorferes

froed from all that iwmtraws with its universalism, l.6., frasdoma" woyuld only lead
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