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,;f [CSRE . History has many leéssons to zeach us on just how deep the roots
! of che continuous struggles of the Negroes are. tHone is more amazing
' then:the birth of 1 and ¥ million Negro poguliste known as the
"National Celored Farmers AlRiance in white supremacy Scuth duriag rule
‘of the violent KEK lynch lawleasness, rope and faggo: rule. The South
: was ghakan to it3 very frundaijons within one short decade after the
- . yemoval of the Unisn Army. Tais ravolutjonsry upheavel came from

'within, not without. It arose out 'of the grest discontant of the farmers

with the naw. form of monopoly planter-merchent-rafirosd vested interests

which brovghe tha Ynew South™ its greateet crisis. Populiam spread like

a prairla fire bringing the "Solid South™ fundamenral challenge since the

Civii War.

Moat amsting of a 1l was the nrganization of the Netional Colored
Farmira® Allisnce. Just s the history of ths slave revolts, vhen it
was fiunlly ‘Tevealed, pot an exd to the myth of Negro docility, so
tihis utili i!tﬁle-snoun gloricus chapter puts an end to .che myth thet
‘tae msra Ysentt be orgenized,” Think of it3
_bﬁt the ‘very aalght of the prejudice-ridden post-Recanstrustion

: "'aplriod, wher ‘the South was supposedly colidly white in-thought
”";and‘autlau. tho' Populist movemsnt that uas sweeping the county

* found {te meat radical expression in the South.

/" The'Hational*Colored Farmcrs' Alliance alone numbered one and

" ontuquerter million members and, although separately organized

from. the. uﬁ!e ‘agrerians, waged their class battles as one. It

was a.power t£5 be reckoned with both in state and national

po;itlun. and was instrumental in the eldetiodns of Populist

governors as well as national and state representatives,

“Now the People's Party ssys to these two men," the reference was to
one¢ ykite and one Negro, and the speaker was white Georgian Tom
"Watson, "You are kept apart that you mey be separately fleecad of
'your earnings. You are made to hate each other becsuse on that
batred $s rested the keystone of the arch of financial despotism

. which ensleves you botd. You are deceived and blinded that you
may not see how this race antagoism perpetuates a monetary system
which begfars botk."

Fancastir as It may sound ceming from the mouth of one who, with
the turn of the century, was to become the typical white supremacist,
it was-characteristic durlng the height of the Populist groundwell in
the South, Populists not only spoke that way but acted as the
Abolitionists had in their day. When & young Negro preacher, H.S.
Doyle, was threatened witk lynching, Watson not enly hid him in his
home, but sent a call for Pogulists to protect him., Farmers rode alé
night to get there, and with arms atacked on Vatsont's weranda, and
~ fully 2,000 farmers there as a defense guard, Watson saidi ™e are
determined that in this free country that the humblest white or black
han who wents to talk our doctrine shall do it, and the man who doesnft

éve who shall touch a hair on his head without Fighting every man in
:he People's Party."
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. (qE " Watson made hundreds of sush speeches in the desade of the -
B '1800%a. MNe spoke repeetedly from tie same platforn with Negro
‘Speskerc go mixed sudienaws of Nagro and white faraexa, #1l on
tht theme of the need of white and Kegro molidarity to #ight the
"ooney kinge™ who are to use "the accident of color" to divida
. the unified atrugglea: "This 1z uwot a political fight and the
- politicisns ceanot lead or dirwet it.. It is a movement of the masces,
. an cprising of the people, and ‘thoy, end not tae politicians, will -
-direet:1t, The peaple nead cpokepmen, wot leaders, mon in the
. fLront who will obey, not command.” .

-Have. {8 how the distinguished Scuthern historian, C. Vamm
Weedward,. no-£irs-eyed .radical, sums the decade o the 1890'x in
. hig study of Tom Watson, Agrarien Bebelt ' "Never before or since
" ‘have: the tws racas 1o the South come so closd together as they
;. dld-during the ‘Populist struphles.m ' ‘




