NOTES FOR BOCK OK RELATIONSHIP OF RUSSIAN COMMUNISM

TO AFRICAN INDEPAMDENCE NOVEMENTS
By Raya Dunayevekaya

Cetober 1960: Bu_g_j,_q__g_ggg_g Eole in Afries as Bee en
Ln_mi_mev'a Il Performence

To imdeu:at.az;d the ner stage in the Cold War, it ie necessary
4o obauﬁ_rq Russia's skenging polieies in Africe. Ehrushchesv's gpectacular
"-’-per.*?ozﬁanca' et the T.N. ee "p:rotartor" of the ptruggles for freedom :I.n
i Afz'i.a muet ‘be aaﬂn in the light of Russiels military, economis and
1ent.if.'lc proneas. The Avericen Government. has yet to learn from D.L'Lles' '
*lm.l:ing_ of tha Aewen Dam alg and Ruasia's taking over financiel responsi-
"!:.h!a.t Rugsie :I.a ne 10th rate power end ﬁ,merica ie not the only "real"’
wo:ld t':owltlar.’ Ner cen eny illuminntion bo gotten from the old radicale or'
i‘-he bew. ones llike Castro, who beve swallowed whole Rugslss cla:'.ﬁ tc-baing
'“tha f:l.rst powar.g Africe bes not, and it 1s Africa that has been declared:
the new bettleground ; ' )
Up until 1968-54 Russie phowed very little interest in sfrica.
Baeause World Yar IT hed cresied the poBelbility for aomé Afriecsn countries
to gain xiat:lonal independence on their ovn, Husele's Africen specialisis
from among the Weat Indien Communists, like Geerge Padmore, had broken with
tha Communist Internetforsl, Padmore nligned_ bimself wi.h Nkrumah, Ruaé:lan
Comauniate diemissed Nirumeh es o "netionalist etooge for British imperislism,n
Thé same beld true of their view of the Africen freedom fighters in French
West ifrics. Although they hed created the R.D.A., the direction of Vest

Africen revolutlonsries wes ewey from thelr influence the winute the Cold

War emerged.




AT LY IR N et o pr e, (o

Russiz begen to sing e different tune &s the -:e.:;io'.te pfricen
astiomaliet movements either won their froedum or were in the process of

witning it, Firest, hovever, it walked quite ginéarly. ¥hen it begen to

'participa‘ae in the techrical eid progrems to the Afro-pslen world, it wue,

xote or leszs, w*thin the context of the U.N. Thet is to eay, es the Big

_ Erot.her a:ldin., the little fellow not bucause he thought wths 1ittle one® of
: grsat ald in meeting the challenge of the ¥estern Goliethk. but becsuze iis
' ;-'nauuraliaa in tho etruggle batween East and Vest would lesve Big Brother.

) free for the decigive bettle in Furope.

' “There was gone chauge in 1958 vhen, a2t tho 20th Congrees of uhe

RLae:Lar conmmiat Pa.:ty, Mikoyan berated the lag bet.wean African studies’ in

:Rnna:l.a. anu African rea_itias. But when DeGaul._e, 1n ccming to power, critic*zed

NATO, Khnzahchev ruahed to his side to asturs him ha urderstood his "position

in ;J.garin. The Commuaist Parties were ordered to stop their fnrt,atlons

wit.h the nationalist rebals, -
The atory' iz & very. difi‘erent one now, It hae come Lo & clin;ax in

the Congc. It is thie which brought Rhruehchev to New York. Lest anycne
,_th:l.ﬁk table ;hhumping brings "defeste,? he botter reresd Khrushchev's caleu-
letedly "fresdom 10-"-'* speech ot the U.N.t

"Ourd 13 the zge of t.he struggls for freedom . . . Stormy develop-
mente have Tlared ap on the Africen continent. The young Republic of the
Congw on'ths third dsy after thé proclamation of her independencs fell victim
to aggrescion . . . Raw materiels for nucleer weapons - urenium, cobalt,
titanium, cheap labor - that 1s what the nonopoliste are afreid of losing in
the Comgo . . . Colonielism shculd be done ewey with . . . who cen ey thet
french nothsrs whoee chlldren ere dying in the fields of Algeria ere less

unfortunate then the Algorisn mothers who bury thelr eons in thelr own lends.”




- & -

Of course Ruesta 1o as interested in the waniun nines in
¥atenge es Bulgium and pmerica &nd the U.K. . But, for >t.he mqmexit., Khrushehev
has nchieved exactly wha'.b- he set out to dey on the day 13 newlymindepéndant
- African gtates joined, he-dominated the UsN. end &t the sems time separnted
iﬁ.maaif le'om ITS poilcies. Under the bemger of psace ard "total dlsermement.,”
" he declsred war om the U.E and the #.N. end "eclonialism.”
'I'hose, who think that thie hss not opaned zeuy doors in Africa tha.t.

: have not previonslv been openad to Russia, or thet Russisn's butchory of 'ths
- mmgorian Fevolution will make the .ﬁfri.an accapt American tdemceracy” sO -
' jppenl& aligno& to the existing cclonielism on the Africen contiusnf., sre

, Bi*mdf‘antir"ely to t'he t1dsl strugglo for freedom in Afrlcs. There is no doubt

wha.tsver now tha.t sverything - from the ebeiract declarations i‘ar freedom to
t.he datailed figureﬁ on the rete of econamic growth in Russia under ‘Stato

P};ﬁa_ s agqinat that under private capitalism; yes, and even teble thump-

N h_lé_u a a.’ggn of opposition to "colouialiem® - v.ill flood the African continent.-
it w111 not be long before a School of 2fricanists is estsblished in Russle,

- a.ﬁd. the H’ass;ian techpiciane in Africs ure srmed not only with eccnomic aid ’
but the ueurped benner of Merxist liberation. The extensicn cf the Cold War

to Afolca will travel presently under cover of Neutralism.
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January 1961; The_ New E&M@M&Q ¥enifesto

On Decenber 7, 1980, the eight.y—one Communist ”&rtisa thaet haqd.
nst :!n Hoacow in mecret for. threz weeks, issued a 20,000 woxg Manifesto,
The New York Times published the full English trensietion provided it by the
Rugaisn newa agency, Tasy,

The prese hes been busy playing detective avep since. The con-
conkus secms to be thet Khrushchev and Mao met, "half-ray", thet 1g o sey, -
tha Khruahchav alogana ~ "peaceful co-axistencer and "Rar ig not fatelly

'lnsri'uahla",‘— fiuat permeate the Kanifesto huve a belligerant, Mac-ist sound.

Ealligerent they always wers since Khruehchev never spoke oi‘ peaceful co-
uziatunca ws.thout. at the sm:a tine rattling rockets, bug "Mao-—ist" they ars .

: ) The inron) Eorgg of Isggg Qau;agher

The only ana:lysis which goes atill further efield in specilations

. about the "La'!.f—-way" meeting botween Klrushehev and Meo is that mpeda by &
. "Ruasian axpe*'t" who passes for an anti—utalinist. aemi—-Trotslq'iat "indepentn
" tainker, but who has go organic & Communist mentality that he wight e well

earry a perty ecsxd instesd of s scholastic ons, Thie femour suthorts nawe
1s 'tsaz.c Deutscher. Deutecher calls the errogsnt hesde~or-state meeting
in Moscow "very nesrly s revivel of the old Communiet Internetionsl , v
Deutecher wesures us that this new tonclave wae grester then the 1pug

Ctm.atern which first proclaimed Stelin leeder, since "in the Russo-Chlnege

- diepute - the quarrel, that is, betwsen the two Big Brothors - it vea clear

that neither wsgz big encugh to lay down the law,t (See tha Reporter, Janusry
B, 1961.) Deutscher gets hingelf so embroiled 1in his "it seems" and nip atfect?

theil he writes as if irndeed he wes present at the closed confersnce end parti-

cipated brilliantly in ite debatest
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Although eighty-one parties signed the uenifasto, and Chtna gets
more credit than the others because it "cor.tributed in grest messurse to
chagging the balance of world- i‘orcea," there 44 no doubt ‘whatecaver, ut, Eny
stage ¢f ths decumert, s to who "lgid down the lar. From the first to last »
the docvnent holds up the 1md.!.suuted lecderchip of Ruesia,

Indeed, not only is tie Sovi.et Union "the first couniry in b...story
t.o be blz.ziné & trail to communism for ell mapkind®; rot only is it "the
moat atrikir:g exemple end the wost powerful bulwerk for the peoples of the world-"w'
not only is it the greatest in the "world aoclalist systea"; it ie the first in
the l:hole mrld and not only of’ the axisting -.rorld, but of future civiliznt.ion. |

'l'hus "Boviet sciance bas ushered in what is. ‘virtuslly a new era in the develop- B A

ment. of world civrilizat.iou."

Mg_gan__n_g;lonal ngmograc;gs"

What is new 13 the Third ¥World, the A.t‘ro-.p.lis.n-Latiu Amaricc.n World,
the world of bor-Commmist revolutions, stratchi.ug from tha Congo to Cuba,
wn:l.ch the Menifesto cells "Independent National Demceracies." This third
- force Rusaia ie Bo eeger to0 enbrsce thet the Menifesto lists them ee second
and even on & par with "The Eoccislist World.r

Now this bes not slweys best so, The "soclalist countries," that
is to sey, the Fast Europesn setellites ond Chins » ured to be culled "people's
democraciesn or "peorle's repubiies" while "tha netional movemente" were cleariy
laboled "bourgeoia." Indeed it wes easler for Khrushehev to underetend to do
buainess with ¥asrer's Egypt which had suppressod the Communist Perty but cone
tinued to fight "the West" then to underetend the Btrengs phenomenon of the
ex-colonial, afriecsn countries whom ke haa glven vigeerdly techniesl eid, ang

whom he criticized in strident voice as "bourgeois.n
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Hera Mao did give Khrushchev e 1esr:on and the present Nanifesto

. showa thig, "By givirg & further ,rmwar.t‘ul hnpat.us to the Vational-—[.iberation

Novement, it (L.hina) exerted tressndous influence on tha peoples, ecpecially
thonz of peirn, Ai‘ricn and Lat.in Americs,”

Khrushchev wes susplciocus of this non.-Communist world end egpecielly
80 of ifrick, if for mo othsr reascn than thet Communiem hed no coe thare.
Nor wes thare anyome there with whom to creste "a populer front." There wes
neithsr e substantial proletariet mor a nati'.re Africen bourgeoisis, The netty-
bourgsoia intelloctuala wht led the movemsnb were educated, not in Moacow, but.
iu "the 'fi'ee+ L § ¥ t.hey had ¢ draam - apd they did - it wee, not of Reasien |

cmnmniem, bui. of Pan-Africanism. For ths time being, rs cnuld be seen froru

the firet caunfry - Ghana ~ that gaired lts muepandance, the Ieadership wag

~

closar to Grr.at Britein than to Fussie,

Khruehchev sew h_e hsndwriting on tlga rall. A uew world was emerging

'_wiﬂhout owing anything to Ruzeia and without ehoving eny inclinstlon to follow

ite i)é.th. Fugeie hed to Inbervens if it wes not to lese this new world, The

row Ruselen Communist Manifesto trensforms Khrushehev's performance at the
ON :I.nt.p.the theory for the whole world under its comswand, China included,
(Chins hed objwcted to giving es much sld to this non-Communist world as to
ths Communist one, espocielly Chins.) _

It is this world which Ruesie sims to donminote, e is evident from
ts sctions 1n Cube, in the Congo, &nd in leos, E‘vary\ :here the Fusslen jots
are in evidence; ﬁowhere Chinese. Rusels has the pover; China only hes the
population, jn ideology to suit both ere resrching for.

The Menifesto also refars to the 1957 Menifesto which exorcised
travisioniem." Thst is tu sey, the 19585 Humgerien Revelution snd the thooretic

banner undexr which it fought for freadon from Comuunist imperialiem. The
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'péi'iod in which Hm:garidn workers and intellectuals hed rsised the guestion

of the Humunism of Herxism, which thoy spelled out as freedon from Communiem,
had coincided with the period when the Africsns bad reised the guestion of &

't'uffarént, & humen puth to Industrislization, ard had accounted for the

cavtions moves in Africa. ‘iMmes have changed since thep. The first Sputnik
did a great deal to dull the glckening memory of Russin's bloody commtar—

-reveluticn,

b hie Third Forld
Tha Spt.t.nﬂ: genemted self—confidence and over-ccnfidsnce :.n
Khrushchav.‘ Hara he was f:.rst, not, only in the "socialiat. worid," but in -
the who].e world including America, FRussisen prestige need no lopger he

;imiteu ‘to the jdvologicel frout. Eccnomic eid mmst nov be emphesized

‘holdly, with the aim of drawing the reciplent into this new world eivilization.

"The lmowledge that Amerdies will mot allow Russia this unchellénged plece in

science only made Khmshehev go all the more out for thie new third world,
) The violent gyra.tions betxeen shout.ing about "paacei‘u_ co-axigtence"
an:d miseile-rattling hed all the farciel elements of an actor who hed not
learned his lines well. Bub none hed =ver learned them betier t.han. Nikite
Sergelvick Khrushchev, who had written, spoken and directed them; Mo crowsning
of king or queen was more cerefully plenned than the "spontenecus” end con-

tradictory outbursts of Khrushchev at the UN.
Surely mo "populer front" in Stelin's day hed this eudience, this
pover, this independence, thess internetional remifscations as the Afro-Asisn

world e eddyressed at the UN., Vhen Khruchchev first emberked on his dremstic

de=Stalinizetion in 1956, it was in no smell memsure to give himeelf a new

mantle in the Afro-pslan world. Latin Americe wes nowhere in the cerds then,
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but it would ccme in nighty hendy when Cuba too foll into the Russc—Cklnese
orkit, Da—ste_'l.inization pemtted the St,alintSt, Rhr ushchev, to- travel under
the uneullied bemnar of uarxiam—Len:lnib-m end thug appear &5 &n exponent of &
J.ibemtion theeory ln coumrribs which had ‘geiped their froedon from Wiestern
ixperielisen by their om sweat &pd blood. |

Vhere Stelin was wary of uéut.rnls unless he could fully conirol them,
- Xhrusbchev gave them the bear hug and told them they could go their indepecdent

vay. The Kunifesto spells out the price for the aid nwithout strings.” A new

historicsl. period hes get in in the life of mankind: the peoplea of Asia, Africa,

andl.aum pmerics that heve won thelir freedom hsve begun to-teke &n active part

:l,n"acirld polibics." Ii‘ any ope doubts that "world politicen is Communist

"_‘politicn, 161'. then read the Manifesto. ' ' .

_ Ths 1esson in "wor“d politics" Khruahchev is giving "the pfro-psian-
""I.atin American world is this: The war that is "not fatelly ipevitable! does '
not pean‘t.ha.t ffhe- fusaela of sput.nika and ICEMs gubordinetes ite pol. icy in

any my to thet oi‘ nthe West.“ On the contrery, Buseia champions "pesceful
'co—exiatence" beceuss the war thet 1s “not fetelly inavitabl;a" means that "the
Y_!eat“ 45 =eiking on gluss lest any amall vwar etert the nuclear helocaust.
'_Thercfdre,' 't;he vipdependent nationsl democ*acieﬂ" pey go far ipdeed in challen-
ging the United atates and Russie will do all it cen to help. In & worﬂ,
npesceful eo-axistence” is tho cereful nurturing of every cris_ia from the

Conge to Cube.

Woot is 01d And is hporever!
The—:ianifest.o of the Bl by no mesne 1imits itself to whet is “new."

Neither the pew third world, nor Gthe "oiher" world whote global dominetion
it is chollenging cen make the Communists forget thelir ovn troubles with lebor
in botk irduetry end sgriculture, pfter all, the Five Year Plan that issued

from the pe-~5telinization Congress in 1956 hed tc be scrapped bsceuse the
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&Edasian rsopie would not continue o ewsat iteelf in eccoidence with the

“norme" that called for e 50f rise in industrial lebor preductivity end e

-190% rise in sgriculiurel lebor productivity.

The new Seven Year Plsn is menting opoosition. Tho crisis in
egriculitve is operly mcknowledged, But there ic also « silent oproaition
of worker wnd youth in the citius. The siient opposition in the most recant
peiiod seems Lo take the form of not going to work at all. It weuld appear from '

'":tha Eanifecuo thet the affiiction 1s not only charecteristic of Rueaia, ‘but is

' &8 woxld nrohlem.

The Manifesto gtatae that "the survivel of eapitalism in the minde
of people p&rﬂistﬂ over a long pericd, even after the establishment of a .

eoqialist syetem.” Thig is the Communist underhgnded way.of sayling that lubor

Lf;;tili'rasisfs capltelist exploitation even when it:eslls itself "communist.®
I'ihahuanifeato'goas on to say that if the working people, inatead of opposing
the state, hed .a "commnﬁiat sttitude to lshor, it would be for “figoroua
‘improvement of the sclentific and technical stendurd; of Aﬁtomation." Exploi-
" tatioun, speed-up by any other name feels just ss tiring end thet is precisely

%ty lubor opposition to 'norms" set by Stete Plan continues.
| One thing is clear: "the new world clvilizetion® is built on the
sape ald exploitative foundation: the sweszted labor of the workers., We see
that despite the viectordes in outer space, end even in the ideologloal bettles
ip the new lands that de not know these rulors as thelr own workers know them,
the problem st home 1s to make the workere produce more and more.

The working peonle of this silegedly "world socislist system" krnow

the old and forever exploltation., They want this changed before they go out o

conquer "new worlds." TICBMe moy not need to be menned, but Automation machines

13081




SR P et s iy e oy

RV

* The' mos'c. aobaring axnerisnce I can ofrer any salf-daludad would-be

Cunmmist enamored of the uanifeatc 1s to go. on & atesdy diet of raediug ths

Prﬂvda, Iavassia and Trud, which curry on e delly campaign. -againat "16161'5 aho

.Laok 1abo d:laoipl:ne," "perasitos who de not know that he whe does not lmrk

\ paga.nde .y but priaon tarms. ‘It 18 clear that 43 yenrs of Communiat ruie haa

ot wipad orur-_‘;.t.he con‘_l;inuoi:s lakor resistance.




