(Pa.r“u' I‘I oi‘ Ncw Book—Subjectivity £, Sali‘—Libsmt:l on) —7:“)&164-‘4 5
3 .,\~,g o 2w L (942: ’MI%
,' }hﬂ Algob‘*a. of Revolution" or t '\‘)'i/ec';ic of Thought agd Actionh /3 B Jull 75
Tk Qby Herz & {1
g O O i g
Dihe A'Prican Pavo'lut:.ona gbened & new page in the dia.lectic of thought
es wall as ixm,world history A rJo‘Gm "at‘on of the rolati nbh:.p bet.:egn theeorv
. and p:-actioe imperavive t“) : :

S :Lt is a nded the masses themselves feel most 4 o
' ﬂm—-bw._e.d.n-a- movement from prachica, be
S Mr—tho—wreonrondesthey Totad—That ithout the  unif, rof these move:-lenta a process
; ,@ of suction enanuting from the tvwo nuclear porld would’
fhoir very reazon for being, T thoy. BevtBhewn Tt - Bomse, -

of Hegel's, who bad ths nmcﬁ casier job of unifying thcory and pizetice in the
resiricted realnm of thought, “each of these oy itseif in one-zidnd and contains
. the Idea iiself only =8 the sought neyoyand unattained goa,/l t (..m. of L.,II

hhg i
The one.eﬂf té/n;1950's a8 been marked by 3 kiz.ua of revol tion. )
(African RevolUtion eéziing frosdom from Western impetialism and “Bymbolic ‘oi‘ +h97 ¢
. revolutione in 511 underdevelopei econsnies, stratching fro aafrica to Latin i
America, snd confronted with ihe alt ;,;rq of, “the Ghina Hoed" ir jsia, or the
HRugsian Rd." in the Niddle Eawi andfluba. B“'uau 1l of thesa are inasparable -
WG o lor quastior}} the Hogro and she U.5, bocomes the “Hic Rhonsn,s, ‘

At f-d'lr"' w:f»mf’ e e Pmg b ) L
@}&-The‘E. Gex. and Hungarie.n Rewolutions seckirg fre dom Trom q:a:':.a.\.'.' tf ca‘ itariahe
e lem and sytbolic o no§ only nsL}.‘uropa, tut of tb.e W
755 % r;gan of "Bz'cé 5

the A¥road laver semps at Veskute
:amd Freedon" apitonized the insepars bil:.p; of cconcuics, politica snd philosophy:
with ite Qirect link to the humanica of Movxira, even &2 the Rus4ien countor—. *
revolution travelleod with both terits end the idsolegy which ¢laimed it was fighting
i\ ao~alilegad 'revisionism.," Thot ‘this gronrd waz reeopicd by tbh inteliedtualn of
~ths West \ghoul Fﬁ bave knewr. that the hwicaiem vas the bie origin of Karrism,
.whick the unists were chuoo 'nc- to mervars 'r.o fuit sheir gosseseion of .power,
isoloess a greater theoretic vol rc.in.':-.:mng, P =y 0.

m Uord s 0o mﬁf.!“‘ﬁ

c.vo"'u‘t..a.. Serojosicullv-zdvanced v ',
+8., Russia and Westaern mﬁj—‘."-' Foridedncse of the epoch followiw:
Morld ¥ar IT. It ig true that :u n.""?-'b}ﬂ”& 'u "cr"y" the lonical conclusion of the
15t Industrial Rov. that bin*h 40 our m.2hin: £33 23 tho cnd of the 18th century,
But once we stop for a mowent o coasddcex and candyc <% 211 *bs rcvolut:ons ‘produced
in 1if'e and in thouznt in the nearly twc soaturdes fince dhst revelution, we will
‘ace at once that there is sometbing so 1w & w5 in the present techknological
zevolution that tkhey cen by no mscans bo i as B e logiga p%:p@?
of thn- 1st Tndustirial Rev. Thuz, thet imd.: \.’Oiu—..O‘l waichly d bot o
Ve tmriesnpnd Franch revoluticond of : nsery revolutiona ed._ alse English -
pulitic 1 econony &nd German idernliis n i Joundziion of clagsical’
pol. eco, & claasical Ger. philoscihy, bl. #: ively new Yzubjoct!'—the )
prolotariet—:lareisy arcse simulizncsusly \,.tl. 1 ] evolutionz. From thet
roint on, we bave no finn divisien tetweds o dezand of 4 workers' movament
and Harxist thousht, Thus the struzrle Tor the shomt sriting day is recognized- . CF
by Marx as & philczorbhy e,’re..tcr,bswuse nors conarete-~tine 1ot necoessity of fresdomile:
than eitbhor the Declarntion of Indagendencs or thn TDecl-uration of the Rights of Ma_p, .

With sho deve! ab of eapitalien from coaretition to wonomely to shate~
control, we had ro . . then two World Vars, tha first resulting in the FRussion
Rovolutien, and 3. . .zond in tke colonial revolutions of todsy,., By 1950, when

Automation wac Lo ... Llip most technologically beckward counifies in Afriea,
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. not ‘only inke tle center of the stage away from the Asian and ¥iddle Eastern
Revolutions, but match in rrofundivy the atiitudes, both of the Amorican workera
to Automation ond the Hungerisn workers to labor undax Communist totalitarisniom,

That is to ney, they raised the question of the alienntion of Jabor under

- capdtnlistic conditiops of produciion in which Marx 1st Taised it in purely
vhilezophic torms, Those who did not hear the voice of tho American worker askking
"Wkat kind of labor should man perform?* 5 thoze wbko wers willing to agree with
the Russian ideclogists that the Hurgarian revolutionaries unfolding the banner
of Marxist-Hurarism wers "vevisionistsh are the very orss who are dismissing the
slogans amanating from the African revolutions es "beckward.
" y— .

It may be true that when you take ths official slogen issued by the lesders,
whether it s Nkrumah'm "sesk ye first the political kingdom, or Kaundals "one tjan,
onn vola¥, or the wrisf but decisive "No" of 1iitle Cuineo to remaining jart
- of the migaty (but not almighty) French Rapire, none messure up to tie chablepge
of il mass movements tbsy lead, but, neither are

they ag vacuousz ap ars tha
" heads g‘itb Western intellactual v GPJM ﬂrwr 7{,@,——/—7

.. Quite the oconirery. Not only have they sheken empires and re~ghaped the
‘map ¢f the world in e single decade, but they are tho result of the Drevious i
- d=oades of thinking ebout African freedom, which were of & more advanced nature
.- than ‘the natioral freedoms, For example, in the Qfiican quiet 19308 Azikiwe wae
A wedting of ocontinent-wise, ar 2% least Wopt Africen, freedom, ‘rather than
- freedom of single countries. Ir the not-go-quiet 194C's the methcds of clasc 3
. struggle, whother largs Nigeria or little Guinea, were like those of the advanced
: ¥est Furovean proletariat, that of zoneral sirikes and mesy
... B¥ tha' 1950'e as freecdom wan toing won, we bed the theoreticsl unfoldment of
©-Marxist-Jukanism, though hammed in by apologetics,

: of Loopold Senghor, and the
. ooncept of Universalism for beth tecimological end ideologicel know-how of Sekoun
Toura,

i These zre abstract when canpared to the subjectivity of self-libsration

~of the masses, they are neverttalecys so groat = leap forward that we can, gain N
‘pexspective only by both moving forward to listen to tke voice of the rank and file

. end baokward to the dislgeotic method which Hegel hud slicited from the French .

"+ R volution as the “Absoluto Method” of thought and that Alexander Herzen rightly

<. 4 c&lled "the algebre of revolution." "

il

Q};L@-& of confidence in thome masses is ths common woot of all the

objoctions to

o “abstmse, idealistic, mystical Hegelianism® Trom She Coamunists to the academio
N7 Marxisisry IR ghoun Blseﬂhﬂ%gin_ﬁ_""-“l SEwTTHG Commurist 5%tack on Kegelianism
\p‘.i-\ U 2gin TESY an 6t3uc he-HWEsniism of Morxism, The whole sirugale with

"revisionism® over since near~Polish revolution ond tho ec
is proof of thin thecretically even as th: ectual capitali=t oroduciion relationg
within Russie is proef of it factuzlly, On ihe ine reedenic - Marxint
would rether argue with other intellsctuals on(('ted : :
appoar to Yo pgzainst both pomitivizm and ideslifm while retaining the theoretic
void remlting from the combipation of nes listening to the nzw in tte .workers
end consigning FAegel'sz Alsoiute Tdca to ths Hero-tochnologicelVatage of caplislisn
vhich zlilegedly compelled Hegel back to tho old Aristotelian ontological tradiféan.
Hegel's Absolutes have as little to do with Plantonion phuilosophex~liinrs as the
slavery weich characterized Greek society bao to do with the froedom established
in tho French Rcvolutionp/‘ Frecirely because Hegal's point of departure had thiz-
actual ground of revoliitfon, his Absolutes enable a serjous lorxist to build on
AU the inhersat logic of the yresent~day rovolutions, thair subjectivity and—the. s fope
f ¥ l"llf.'."‘ +) {Mphilosophers® suboumption so thot the whole of humanity can realize philonophy, J
e f ;I{.ha.t iz to say, %y recognition that they have 2 future tq puild. . . ,
—?—%F, .

i} \ .
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r(mh' - oﬁs element of truth that all these detractors of Hegel express

... 1o the neeed tc tresk with bourgeois idealiom, inoluding that of Hegel, For,

F ~withoud Marx's discovery of the materialist foundations of history, Hegeclimn
dinlectis remained imprigonsd in an idealisom that was abstract enough to serve
 as apology for the Prugaian state. !and Marx not broken with Lhe historic form

~ of ‘Horel's Absolute as cxpressed in the Prussimn stats, wo wouldn'd a

- ooverod the algebraic formula of revolution inherent in ii. But the Prussisn
siote's prison house for Hegslien dizlectics was no worss than S.D.'s ond vulgar
compunisn?s (uithon withous its fellow=travelers) pexrvernions of the Merxian

-dalectio, b
e

4 Wioero the wnture Marx réturnsd to Hegel, declaring in CAPITAYL ¢hat
Hegelianconbradiess vas "the sowred of 211 dinlectic® {CAPTPAL I?:;',‘-T'-,p554r, the
1@esent-Lay Yarxists throw out HEiELand,, %Itk IB, Merxdian diaslectica. - Becanae
Yarx recreated the dialecific on/the ground of the cless sirugzlen of bhis day,
ha wae enzbled to split & Abgolute into 2, thoreby rainirg a new dimsnsion in
al - “hiz analysin of capituvliemi 1)3he “sbeclube general lawaf capitalistic development -
o / - - -and collapse—the unemploykd Army-wond 2)"Phe hew passions and Porcest——ihe elezents
Y- of the new soolety imbedded An the old~—that would achisve the new "negation of ¢ ¢
Y ths negation®, hot through [dere abolition of the old, nor through mers establishmen
.. -ef "rue" nrivate properiylof the zrtisen, but rather to the conatruction. efa
5 -r-neaw sooiety whoze reason £ being wvas the "all-‘%r.uund individual", whose fresdom
waa"tho basis for tho i‘x_ﬁsed u of all," ‘ -

o SR , NGRS ‘ ‘ -
LBuy_Bhat only element of tmtlb\th’at ell thesc detractors of Hegel (incl, those who
;expounded what Marx culled "abstract materialism#) expressed, the need to break -
‘with bourgeois idealismg-waus trensformed into ths Muyhole! thet” quite shut: out the
vojoe of thode'new Yorces ard naw pessions!, zs Lonin found cut when the 2nd Int™ ‘
.collapsed and hs bad to return to Hegelion dialeotiocs.: Pcople who have admitted. - L%
“the objrctive bamd for the collapse of the Zpd Int. feiled to follow Lenin in-hie. Ty
freaing. thesubjsobiveidenlim-of-Moricn from ils narrow confines of Yhighar wages"
. and towards a self-movement in thedialectic of thought that would meet the objective

of the dialectic of action, |

- ¥y be distinguished fron Maulper meterialisn® which Marx hed used to separate
himself from the cemmunists of his dey. The Yabstract materialism® he attecks

in CAPITAL (Vol.I,p.406) is %he bourgeois mzterizlism plus natural science that
leave out “history" and its proceas" yhich rosolve contradietions, that is to say,
tha aclual class struggle. '

Henceforwerd, Lenin's re-embrace ofthe dicloctic 444 st ston short of the Absolute
Idea itself, Thus, ofthe last chapter of Hogells Scicnce of Logic, Lenin woote |
the following: "It is remmrlkable; in the whole ch. on the "Abs.Idea" there is almost ||
nol a single word on Oud (zuarsely a "godly" "notion™slins oub even accidentally)
and, moreovery—-this NB—this chanter almost does not coniein idenlism gpecifically, -/}
but its main object is the d i a lec t i ¢ mothod, The cum and summation, the :
last werd and gist of the Logic of Hegsl is +he dialectic method——th=t is extremely
remarkable., And another thing: thtke mo s ¢ itdecrlistic workof }
Hegel, thore is most materialism. "Contradictory” tut o Zaciil

that ¥arx and Lonin solved tlo problem of thair amea nod ours. Lenin did indicete
politicaliv vhat—should ba the pointy of donerture for our ago as well-since-he

A ' 1o L :
J‘;‘D( / th is true, wiertmless, and Pﬁ*t}:;re would be comsthing awviss if it wers otherwise,~
\

I l.
' vwas begiaring to seo the problem of underdeveloped countries. I'm referring

b ; .
\’\\"'h K to t‘n} tlirez new clesents in the thosis of {the 2nd Congress of ths C.I. These are:

TUA
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. 1)the warlé role and ralutionship/e victorious prol. fevolution %o ike teconolo=
gieally underdeveloped countriss¥: E)tha role of national liberation movements = -
in the oontext of the imperielist worids and 3)tie. vevolutlonary roie <f the peasant

within the country fighting for liberation. : : ,

a

. *In the advanced role thet o *haglward! group plays as impulse to world ravolution
X - could alsv illuminata whet I mill call”"tke historical law of compensation'.
afortunztely IT falled to develop that eapect of bis theory & proceed, imstead,
| to develop feutursa that were [roven wrong over and over sgain—the backwardness

. i - /,‘;"-/'
- ﬂ"

/”" .
SR [,E {* of the peasantry.

o
Sl
8

- With that and o deoper vevolutiona of our own era, we must ricw turn to thet
rnost materialistic-idealistic¥chapter in Hegel's Science of Logic, The Absvlute Ideas-
Up until we rosoh the 2nd negation , ths A,I. courds almost femiliar, or at least
‘does not cronts insummountatle differences to acadewic Marxist. Although the
“fronslation® from thought to_sct may sound a bit more brash than they would care
2o he indulge in, nevertheless E‘S’a.lf-vdeteminé.tion of the Idea" &nd seli-detormination
N of rations are definitely no% poles apart, nnd the soroliery to "seli-determination
* ' in which aloms the Idea is, is to hear itself speak" would therefors raturally be .
. that the people as well ac the Idea must also be hoard and ow. of it a naw dialectic
©gould te créated.,| Just 2s Marx saw that Qn?zxﬁlh_tha.;uanscpndence-oif-lst_n 1308

; =~abolition of italism-—would there arise/f'positive Humanism,"so it is with \ |
“the transcendence of tha opposite between Wétion and Reality." ¥oi, Af ‘they badoed
. thomselyps on the negative force, tls proletariat, that is mrecisely where they ~
- . shenld Wegin "o translate" easily Hegel's' A.I. and that meams self-literation.
. Dhug"the word negative (SC of Logic,p.4’{8,II)..‘,".persoml and free.".

Taat “precisaly i3 the proof, the only proof, thet there bas been a txue transcendenc
of claas society., Only where "the irdividuel is the social entity", o borrow Ifrom
MYarx sgein, is society not counterposed to the thdividual as opposite. %hat, there—
fore; wes only potential ("in itsalf") or implicit becomes actual ("for itself") or
sxplioit. A1l division between inner and outer kas come to an end end “Each new

stage of exteriorization®(that is, of futher detcxmination) is also'interiorization
and groator extension is also higher intensity"(p.483) : .

l_Sime all proof is in the subjset (man),absorbing all objectivity (a world outeide

of him, science)tbe meve towards a new society cennot be & mere transition zs it :
it wore only "a perfocted bacoming." The key is, instead, "absolute liboration eeso™. ‘.
(p.485)The grestent force for th: future is this total release. Toial release is }
not only rslease from exploitation, but tho release of a2ll his thoughts, freeing

it from Tetisbism, amd making man for thn first time truly free:

- : s Man, baving
incorporated ell of sciecnce in his own knowlodge. the latter can no longer exist

2o mere objectivity. wut “arizes to porfcct its nslf-libaration’ in th2 '"new sohere’,.
that is to say, tho now society. All the exaltation about freedoy, self-liberation, -1
relesse, shgolute libarty is duz io the leap from necoszity inte tho realm oi free—
don, or, a8 Marx put it,"positive Humanism sterting from itself.l .

Any othex basis, any other basis, whether that bs the state, as “collective pz'cn_ac.'::t'itar‘fJ
4. . . or’leaders as sort of "mental ropositories", that would “reprasent" humanity instead S
oo “of be it, would once again signify outside tyranny. N

"If taet's all you mesn, why can't you say it without leaningon the myatical,
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cal, confining lenguaga of Hogelqn Even irf.z;o
in the phrase "if thatrg all¥,, the Quastion jg

a trep thet would 800N untold. its many and veriog hues ang open endlegs iilusory-\'.
doors lesding Nowhexs, : S '

.

C - . For to rob thought of itg bistoric link ig worgs than not
finding the "wigging’ IXHn in man .-'ainou,'\f‘.ﬁf:la&.st,,. ia thvioualgr\}.}p_;jq,_auve‘thn“d e
kicking,_ and needs no othaw broot of hlié'existencc_v-l;.f_'g_a;z th tiandd in ./

A thought nsodcf;!n‘ﬁr-co__uunioation between th agea'f“?ai“ 5"5_6:565?? At HA

R /2(‘ comruniontion beiwsan the BEES 1a not qui i S $apping oug g Herge
St
. L :

T e e v,

Code, and whan Jou drsp that historic 11 » voon truly, an Hogel long ago 5aw, we
fould ba in for hothing but 20, &loom, Opinion, 8triving, oaphice ang .
" $Tansitorineggn (v.466) Or; ae Marx pug 3¢ . o

<,

-iF ) v e
. 2o e thers 4 conbinuity, ths Legie of Thought and the Logic of Objaotive .. -
and Subjactiva Devel opment aye ROt as far apart ag would appear on tha S fece, .-
"'At?'th.e-.jqo:nent of the opening of the Maohing Age arid the aslf~activity ‘of ‘the @ -
B Fréﬁbh-‘:ggasen, 58 woll ag in the Hogalian w3 confront ths gelf- -

» on tko other, Whethep You consider
: sub—categori-;-s, or %aken then only in theip quintpsseriti&li
“'noven Eesence and Notion,. . ST

d?uyn r.Duna wsﬁayn .
4482 - 25th Strect
Dretsoit, Michigan ¢ 5210
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