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Commmniocation
July 8, 1958

- Editors, WORLD POLITICS
" Dear Sira?

In tis Interesting artlele, "Ton Thoorios in Search of Reality?

the Prediction of Soviat Behavior in the Sosial Scienne,” {1) Mr,

Danlel Bell failis %o deal with the themy of etate capltgzlism. I nots :

hls rafarance to Rudolf Hilferding's artlcle, "State Capltalism or Potelli-

tarian 3tate Xoonomy," but that 48 whers he leaves 1t. It uay he that
: ho did got dsal with At becsuse, 7ar from beilng in search of ruasllity, ths
« . Btate capitalist theory dees indesd yield fruitful and cogent analysis of
-i;_,.zf--;rma_aia, =~ 1ts eascnemy, its rulers, and its policies,

i L7 In eny cese, the omisaslion 1s asperially regrettabie in view of .
i 7 fagV that the Ruesien rulers emsider this theory "the most dangelougiand.

‘sybyeraive® of thair totalitarian regims, Since the state sapltallisgvathvory
. ¥i01de’ that ‘Ruesia is o state capltalist society, it goes withou.t;,__ﬁ_gﬂﬁ‘gi N
- that no“one dares expound 1t within the oordera of the Sovlet Unioncine

[P
AP

e f"‘ivﬁﬂié?@)p, rnr a btrief period at the end of I, ut
Fudelan bureauverzcy sssmed uncertein of its relationship to Weste

and ¢alled Eastein Burope atate capltalist, & varlation ef tho " gtd
taliut theory waz developed by Eugene Varga in his Ohenges in'the P
-3_;-—5"—-2-)-‘

" - Eoenony of aagli alism Resulting from the Second World War.

‘Indeed, 1t%Was hold by the Inetitute of World Politics whish

headed. In brisf, his analysls showed thet planning by the ctate’wad
longar'a wenopoly of "soelalism”, .but, to one degree or ansther, ohi

terived the whole post-war world, Including Great Britain and the ] "”_Fl >
States, Warga maintained that cApltalism had thus achieved an Tenul
brium,” ‘sbvisting a genaral orisis for a decade or so, This set oft

Btalin's unbridisd campalan agalnst "cosmopolitanism,” Vargs recanted

Cutside of Russia, and long bofore the specific dispute, as'a Miraist
Huzanist, I developed the thedry of stats capitalism, I wue ablsitherdby
at the outbreak of World War II, to make the first detalled analysiy of
the Russisn Five Year Plane, When, Iin the midst of World War II, .the.
Russian theoreticlans were compelled to revise the teaching of the ™
Marxlan law of value as the hasic law of capitalist development and admit
ithat 1¢ functioned also in Russia, I was the first to bring this infoEma-

tion to the American publie, (3) On thia buals, I stated -~ and I--b’p‘_],i;!.f.ive

. WORLD POLITICS, Volume X, No, 3, April 1958 T

2) In Russiaw 1946, A stenographiec transaript of the discussion on it
was, hovever, published in an English translation by the Publia:Af-
Talrt Press, Washington, D.C,, 1948, :

(3) Aweriocan Feonomlo Review, No. 3, 1944 for the translation of the
nusslan articla, "Teaching of Endnomlas in the Soviet Unlon," and my
comuentnry, "Naw Revislon of Marxian Economice™; that entire year wae
conupied wilth eritleismc of my analysis, and my rejoinder, "Revision or [AES
Reaffirmatlon of Marxism' in No,3, September 1045, See also Will %

- Ilsener in The New York Times, October 1, 1944,
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7 Odmminication == p.2

I was the first to da Bo == that dsaplte the then wartime alllanae ws
would eoun ses the baginning cf a new perisd whieh has 8inae - heaone
kown ea "the celd war.” .

Agaln, when 8talic dled in 1953, and most of ths "Russlan experts®
wares erguilng Malsnikov vs, Baria, I wrote that Khrushohev 38 the man to.
‘'wetoh, I nmention these tws facts, not at any prosf of prophooy = I
‘posuts Mr, B21l i3 much too seriocus to seek prephecles == hut to indi-
oate a 200l of enalysls we are all seoking to dlssern a poneral pattern
or movement,

It also happens, mot acoldsantally, that today the state oapitalist
- theory 4 the 1desloginal weapon that the Yugeslav lecders are ueing
in thetr 1ifs~and=-death strugeis with Ruasis, :

!
i

...  RNeedless tt aay, I do nut oonsider the Russian and Yugeslav warla- . -
“tiens to be the authentic Marxint Humani st *heory of state .ocapitalism, for, .
~aa’' I show in my reaent beok, MARXIZM AND FREEDOM, they end where -they R
- should:-hegin, I am able tv go much further and at the same time glve-a = 1
" .more~adeuvrate platurs of the "Soviet Men," not only ae to his economie - i
~funotlwn An the staie apparatus, nationally and internationally, ‘but as Q :

to hip scolo-peychulogloal characteristles as well, o : X

46 Y ‘mee 1t, the lmportance of articles such as Mr, Ball's ds- thiat.
thay aro pari of today's mever-ending efforts tc ploree . )

. throagh “fethe. . .
of ‘Opamunlsm in view of the urgent glohal struggle. for the:dinds - :j

‘aen, - All the more reascn (o resognize methodoleogioal toole which offer

i a.@?;i\:ar.te Ansights., - - ‘ T ‘ ;

bl . ..1et Russia keep the monopoly of thought cmtrol andhave all: theix

-w - “ntellsotuals appear as state philosophers, In scientific journals: such
- 88 WORLD POLITICS, we-have ns right to use historlo terms leoosely.: I .am

“raférring to Mr. Bell's appavently intershangeable use of "Marxisn” and

foocmmunismn,”

: "~ The Russlan Oommuniets spend an inaradible amount of money, energy,
- and viglianes to force an identity hetween thoue two oppositesi (1) -
Maixiui, the theory of liharation whioh sess state property, not as -
"socfa'.[!sm, tut as the ultlmate dovelopment of capitalismi and {2) Jommue
nism, the term they have usurped as the designation of their state capl-
.Eaﬁat reglmwe, If we do not keep this distination clearly in mind, we are
prone te falil Into the trap set hy the Comminiats. :

Yours sinaerely,

i o TN AN SRRl S

Raya Dunayevskays
4993 28th Street
Detroit 10, Michigm




z eneloco H oz shs 1estm-
¥ len t-.'!im ‘B0 Binne
aut 01’ the: cr!.t!.qaa I folt A2

A gy el X 0.
"-.ednorn or womn OLITIGS whan I
; lotter o

l’ou.ra ;jai‘nﬁs:’sly,




oe-Journal. I am sor

L JORr - Anpll Lgsue bat,

#ARTATHS Galled Lo

, oes, Algaonsy,
Nt 1l not. ’mg

;GRASTAtand the Ry

lleu of 'd',,biogrepmm' skotoh I gnolssg
Siark of Ry _recent book, RARXTHX AND e
ould yon deatre any furtber data I w411
"bsghdtombm‘.‘.t faze to you. :
1) sand Ur."Ball a copy of . the

i
T

smd - ke, “Ball of . the Mﬂl&nﬁm‘
tom:jq_a; ol My oritieism ang I fee) Lt -
o oa ‘ ' ) .‘ . A o b

.

U

. Yours ulnoez'aly. '
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