INTELLECTUALISH AND CREQILVITY IN ThE Ugap

Lecture delivered 1n the Yheoler Auéitor;uu, Univeréity of
Celiforniam, Berkeley, on April 2%, 1u50

I, IntelMectusliem gnd Po)itice: Agmericen Schools of Thought.

Intelleotualies end creativity ere nol a unity, but & duality, Tho'
dunlity, which inveets eacd. of the pritc with itg Sopoelte, is espe-
clglly proevelent in Ruezin, where intellectuslism ie not zn intel-
Jectulil, ‘but a political guestion,

". I do not mesn the kind of politlee that is being pluyed on both sides
oF’ the’ Tron Curtsin with Boris Pasternak's DR, ZHIVAGO, whore onz slds
Russin) diswiszes the work summerily and howls thut ¢he neme of the

| duthor is but the preper nume of = snake; .and the otker side (Americs)

='As.¥illing to forget the apologis Paterrck pans for the Ruscian ruling

ass just bocaute he does plander the Russian Revolutlion, and the very
‘period whioch inspired him,\@ssenin, Blok and Mayskoveky to whal creative
icights they hed es ‘poets.

his type-of ‘politiecs, in which Pasternsk'c Epiiogue sleo indulgos, .
despitc.all the“heat it cremtes, eheds very 1ittie light on edthor
ﬁggéiﬁnasociaty or its literature, Kor doga it illuminete the question -
elther of intellactualism cr-ecrestivity, - D

Woen I said thet,, in Pussis, intellectualism is not an intelléctuzl,
> bubs-political question, I meant one related to production, reiu-

. tione of men to one another st ths point of produstion which efferts
‘all ‘elge in goclety - {ts politics, its intelicctusl life, its arts,
" Its gelence - and its wars, Vher you know that source of life, theve

. - 18 no reason why the Russlan intellsctusl necd supesr a& an enigme,

“: That the vsrious echoois of thought in pmerice chooee Lo tranaform
' the questlon into an enigma 1¢ due to no hidden stotistics on the
-~ part of the Russien rvling bureaucrecy, Not in this instarce. FEver
. 8inze the 1938 Stalin Constitution enthroped the intelligentein vg &

“gro%p aport from workere end peessnts, whom thess labter amet raspect
and obey, especlslly obey, it has beon clear vino the ruling class
in Russim is, By 193§, Molotov spelled cut the cxsmet size of hoth
the intelligentsie "in generel!, which he suid cemprised 10% of the
population, and the "most sdvenced” pert of it, the rei rulery, to
be & mere 2.05%.

That the Americen intellectual has chosen to crecle o mystery where
none exlets ie outelde of any lock of evelluble knowledge, For one
thing, the Americen schools of thought reek an intellectunl continuity
where none exlets - in the iniellectusls of the 19th century and during
the period of the Ruscicn Ruvelution of 1917. There, the lnteliectusls
identified themselves with the munssas! struggles for freedom from
Tsarist tyrenny, It was this struggle, which, divectly or indirectly,
stimuleted the grent Puscian writers of that pericd,
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With the rise of the Stelin ors, o the other herd, the Russiap ictel-
. Jectvels atieinad their eresens ptatus by dAiligently serving and becom-
ing'pn?t of the totaliturien buresuerscy, S '

Even where the Americsn intellactusi (Prof. Ceunts in his "Tho Chollenge
& Boviet Rducstion”, 1s an outstanding example} eees thet thers kus been
= fundamental teancformetion of theRuesian intelligenteis, he etill
‘Eexrks back: to the Stepke Rezmin revolt. fThe rhenoweron that iy in

urgant need of amalysis, however, 1s pot the 17k, tut the 20th.cantury,

A'secondfachopltof tgoh%?t exemplified Ly Prof. Stwort Ramsey Tompking,

8c96 o far a8 tc subtitle his pock on the Ruucian JIntellicentsie:
ﬂgkgxﬁ_gg;jgg_nggglgﬁigng;x_ﬂggt . After clelnming the {ntelligenteia
‘has ‘05 ¢ounterpart in the West, prof, Tompkirs centirues: "It secms
t2 bave been. first gprided in the ‘éUs, pevheps beginning with

., ‘Turgensv. The intellizertsis wore a Eroup of facaticel, devoted and

- intolurant people, red constautly Lfrom velow by the rising youth,.v -

- In;that group of "fanatical, devoted end intclormnt pecple" he includeg
_evéryore frow Chernysheveky to Steidin!

4%, the-same tius, the Harverd University study of Gonhipuit chense
in Russlen ond Soviet fhought resches out tor ac brosd a scope that it
ovars-‘everytling from:the Greek Orthedox Church to Fussia's present
competition with the U, S..in the underdeveloped countries, T do not

krow how: far: e knowledge of the Greek Orthodox Chureh will help one

iﬁiﬁﬁ@éﬁét&ﬁdiﬁg the pracent-dey intellectual, but T do know tuat the
generous. doses of anslysis of "repentent intellecluals" whe aro supposed
* 10" be: the 1iving preof of the Russian suylng, "Bez Viny Vinovaiye," that

. 18 to say, "guilty without guilt,” will get you exactly nowhere.

* The Russien intellsctusl's gulltiess hande have beon ciite tloody aver
. Binso the gory Moscow Trisls of 15571 CI ncte, in passing, thod .
", Pasternsk has his hero conveniently die in 19295) It is true that the
+ FEpiiogue continues through the prevent dey, and”does centain s eriticism
. .of the "unerampled cruelty of .the Yeghov peried, " but then it sleo hears
- Mthe unheard music of happiness” in the postwer periecd - from the
_Vorkuta forced labor campe, .no doubt,

, 1
Finally, the U. 5. Senate, in its document, &ansions in the Soviet Union,
.. 8oes tensions, not between the intelligentsie end the great messes,
+ but within tho inielligentsis, The honoruble senstors will welt e long
time indeed 1f they nput their hopes of revolt in what they cell "the
upheavel of & few sclentists in charge of extraordinsry weapons,!

Nevertheleus, the illusion kes been reinforced by the publicity around
the Nofel prize-winner, Pecternsk., The diecleimers, from Pesternsk
himeelf, which were obvlouely forced, further strengtieoned the 11lusion. °

But the book btelies the fact.

"Do not trust the ertist, "D, H. Lawrence writes in nic Joreys on
Amerdesn Titerature, "Trust the Tale,"

Mid the tale of DR. ZHIVAGO dows end with o whitewesh, [irst of
World der IT as "a bresth of frecs esir, & purifying storm, & breath
of deliverance," and then of 1948 or 105c, He cannot meke up his mind
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" ‘whether he wishes "the purtents of fresdomn to signify the whole
post¥sr period, or whether he deres make the yeer of Stalin's degth

thet symbol, so he eayc, in g deliberstely scrslesa vy, "FMve or ten

. Tears later® - it ig five hopn ten years from the your specified Bs.19845;
"cn2 quiet; summer evoalng, [udorav and Gorden were sgain together,
sitedng at an-open window above Hoecow,,. . :

o "ALthough viotory hed not brought the relief snd freedom
-that were ocxpacted wt the end of the wer, neverthelecs tha portentz of
freedem £illed the gir throughout the rostwar perdod, aad they alone
derived iis historicel aignificance.

.- HTPo the two old friends, as they aet by the wiudow, it seemed
" -that.this freedom of the gowi was gl;gg@ywthero,“qgrgguphat very evening
gq;& j!ﬂ;ure‘hadmtangiblj“mbvéd”gﬁf6 thsvgggeetgphggcw them, that they

A thenfeIves Had entered 1L and were riow pert of 1t.fhidking of this holy
b;tyﬂ;{Lﬁbjﬁn#nﬂinclqdad,fr Buppose) MThinking of thie holy ecity and of
18" entire, salth, of the etill-living protagonists of this story, end

3)r oblidren, they'were £1lled with tenderness and peace, snd Lhey. were
#slcped by, the unheard muuis of happineoy. o '

Unk ~“agmuaid‘of_happinessﬂ indaed - frem whers, the Vorkute forced lsbor

’cdggsggprffrqm3Enat‘Germany ~.thoce truly signified "the partents of free-
om-bub no: “music of happiness,* heari or unheard, £illed the gir es

e totaliterien machine rolled in to crush "the portents of freedom, "

I1. Grestivity is guffocated
.. 'The tremsformetion that the intellectusl hee undergone hae
- . nothing to ds wlth "happinegen, heard or vnheard, (although, no doubt
;7. Xhe'fact that Pastornalk invented this happiness in tho Epilogue which
""ig'not present in the tale iteelf %ore him, es an artist. to pleces)
.. nor with national boundaries, for that mabter. Tt is rooted in changes
in production that we have witrnessed here ever since the Depression, end

- the recurrent crises thet led ua to wer, and now £re hesding to the edge
of total extinction,

In the case of the Ruscian in

vith the Inftiution of the First Five Yeer Plan, &nd resched ite clinax
with the legitimizetion of the 'clasclegs intelligentsde® £3 the ruling
clups in 1956, As e consequence of the identity between tie intelilectuels

"and the tyrannicel State Plap - aleng with the Constitution—creativity is

uffocated,

¥het ie generaliy called "the politice] consequences of non-
conformism® sre the natural by-products of the intelligenteiats acceptance
- of their réle e the elite, of course, 1t is a straight-jacket for the
intellectual as well, byt it ie one of hic own meking,

tellectunl, it began in 1928

Beceuse the Russisn intelligentsia ic
cruutivity which, historically, has stemwed from
to be free, thus releasing also the crestive powers of the intellectual,
intellectusl end intvllectualienm are not gynenynous with creativity, either
in their strictly literary werke, or the ideslogy they seek to foist on the
Russian masses.

ranged sgeinst the gepuine
the comron msn's struggle
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- I1X. "Art end The Two Qpuosgites: Merxiem and Qgﬁgggggg
. The grontest 1le of all is the one thr Rusciarn intellectual
B'smgn to page off ms trutn - thet he stands on Mersdist theory. Pesternek's
aticek on warxism is from the samwe frlee ground of idantifying thess two
opposites: 1) ,'aand.em, a cheory of liberetion, end 2) Communism, the theory
ang practics of enclavement., . ‘

I fu high time {0 goparate these two irroconcilable oppocites.

Marx was concernad with the freedom of humanity and with the
Anevitabie waste of humsn 1ife which 15 the sbsclute penersl lsw of the
con..tant_ growth of machinery znd the conetaut degradation of the Lzbover.
‘Russin 13 concurned with the mainspring of cepitalicm; paying the worker =
minimun and extracting from him the maxirum, They dub this "The Flin,t
. Marx celled it the I.aw of Velus and Surpius Va.lue, Wthe fatel foymuls of
T -wuge slavory. :

G- No phi.‘i.oso;:her aver had & grander vision of man than Led Mary,
a.nd yet nome was sc firmly bases on the first necessity of living: lebor
. and ‘production. His contentlon wes that go long as you have exploitetive
,productitm, where mackine is uceter of man insteed of men of macking, thet
1s. dow. long .you would have cupltalism, no aattor whet name you gave the system,
Under ‘sudh ‘conditions of lator, your gemsitivity, Le thet of men in geng;‘_g._l,
ar “the artist in p-.rtic.t.lar, is limited;

'
.

"Rellgion, the family, the siate, lsw, morals, scisrce,
art ere obly particular forms of productlen end suber-
dinate to its universel lew.! (Private Property ond
Commmism; which appesrs for the first time in Fpglish
&6 An Appondix to my work, HMARXISN AND FREZDOM)

Now “the universal lew!, which, in econcmic terms, ie called
‘the Law of Yalue and Surplus Valua._. is, in buman terms, called ALIERATION
OF TABCR, Thet slienation of labor arplies not oniy to the factory, which
-is of couree at the root of &1l other elienstions, but 21s¢ in the lebor of
ihe intellectuel whlch suffers as well from the division betwevn mentel end menual
-iabor which cheracterizes ¢less societles,

From the stert, Merx sapsreted himself from the vulgar Communists
of hie dey who thought &ll problems would be. zolved with the sbolition of
"privste property, Mexx insieted thot the basic contrsdictions of ecapiialism
cannot be overcoms until whet 1s most depgrading of wll, and the source of all
vther contredictions, slienfsted lebor iy overcome:

In the allcnation of tha cbject of lebor is only crystellized
the elieration, the estrangement in the very mctlvity of lebor.”

Thie is the essence of all toet is perverse in sepiielisa, To this must now
be saded that thet which is most perverse under steto caplitalism thel pusces
itself off s Commuunicm includes the status of tie intelligentsie. This, toe,
Merx had foreseen when he seid thst vulser Communism "completely negates the
pereonslity of man... The gultivation of the five eenses ir the work of the
whole hietory of the world to date. gensitivity, precccupied with crude
prectical necessity, is orly lipited gongitivity... 7o such sbsolute poverty
hee numan essence had to be reduced in order to give birth to ite ivner iemlthiv

JU3Y
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Pasternak seeus igmormnt of the Humenicm of Morxlsm not becauss he ig

a novellst rathex then a bigtorien, but because he euffers frop the
pragoaties o familior 4o us in this country - timt "succezs ir that vhich
succaeds.” and didn't Comwunism succsed while Morxism is nowhere in power?
But, ae ‘even Pasternak ricognizes in another plice, there is the "power of

umermed truth." 4And "the pover of vrermed truth® cilled Morxica is thet ig
. 1s & philoscany of immen actlvity, a sheory of liberstion, ‘

Tne Rugeies intellectval is certainly not, the repository of creativity. First
cf. 211 It must be mede clsar beyond ihe persdvevture of any doubt Lhet even if
Oletrakh piaye the viclin “creatively", snd tbe Medsseyev Brllet daneeg
*diviuely", one canuot shunt eside ten millions in foresd labor ceups.

Zhe truly breath-tsekin~ grrebivity 1iles, not in the mucic or the dance, btut in -
- 7 the siave labor revolt in Voriuta which kiiled conce end for all the myih of
- totelitarien invincibility, fud theroby crested “The Thew" slgo for the
ixnielljpentsis, ineluding its novellsts, '

Seéoadly, awle (composition zs well as interpretative viaying) end the
derice aslde; the erts.- especiclly 1lteratire ~ have beon guite barren for
Sbout; fihree full.decades. -

. DR. ZHIVAZO 1z pot the oesis in the desert of Russisn litereturs that it is
pliuyed up Yo be in the West, not becanse Pasternak is not o Marxist,- but because
- He is‘hot ¢ great srtist, A talented one, yas, but not great, HMoreover, his
. .greatest perdod of creativity -wes precisely as a lyric poet in the peried of
» - --%he Rueeien Revolution and civil war thet he now chocses to slander, but which
. by clesring amsy 81l the old rubblgh, did creute for him new forms in which to

;. oxpress himeelf, . A

‘ " Peglernak, in meking & bid %o enter the iliterary grects of the 19tk century,

~ " referred to his early poems &s "mere trifles" » while DE, ZHIVAGO he clessed

' m8-his great work. But there are very few ~leces in DR. ZREIVAGO that arise
‘above those early iyricel heights - and & greet weany pleces thet don't come
upto it,

The West's attempt to tremt it &e if it were in & clees with Tolatoy's haR

- AFD PELCE shows us the myopic vision of our own intellectusls. Not o single
cherseter, including thet of Dp, Zhivego, comes to full 1life, (I dare Enyons

to tell me whet Zhivego even looks llke, I know Dr. Ehivego hus a "enub nose",
bub what elee does the resder inow abcut this hero's looks or depibs of thoughts,
Jocde there are eplenty, but nothing in depth of thoucht or charecter,

The novel reada like & jownalistic renory where it shouldé ke crestive, end
crestive sbeut inenimate subjocts where it should reflect objective reulity.
Thnt 18 why it =0 often sounds spurious — us if he ig trying tv put scmething
over on us. Ho nes certeinly put somothing over cr himzelf when ke wrote thet

Epiiogue,




' Pasternek net only feile to approach Tolstey'ls ghour epprehension of
the world, but he bas not his irfinite talent for wmornl indignation,
-Pusternek preeches and holds fortn, w1l right, but the wholo cf life
secms a disconnected serles of incidents that quite often put you to #leep,

Certainly there 1s none of the peresption of objective reellty ithot meris

2 triiy great creztive work. It not “rly does not compere te Toletoy, but

- @vun on the @ifferent level of wiet he roferrud 1o ar "more trifleer . ils,
. Blok's, Meyckoveky's lyriclem of the vtrly '208 - there is none of that very
- 80lld percepticn of the new in tho sresent vork,

 You m&.y know that Lemin dld not ears for Meyrkoveky, With e modeaty nong
-of the wvulger rulers now cen 8how, Lenin seid thut, sinee he rad no conpetence
in the - £iold of poetry, no onc nzed Toll w hig "lewd®, bul that 4e preferred

-Pushkinto Wsyukovsky., One day, hewever, he cemz inte 8 metelurgiesl pon--
“ference, weving one of Mayokovsky’v poems, Baying thet he coptured in o e£ingla
inige what wes wrong with the new etute that was undesgcing buresucrutic Geo
rustions, .- (The "thaw? hag recently produced & now edution of, Meyakovsky,
not inow whetber it has reached tids cowntry,.} The pertisulzr poem
wakovalw,'s,:t_he,t eerned bie preise related how Mayskoveky was frustreted
pis-te .see the hesd of the Triters! Union - tha cqulvelent of .
Ppresently had rojected DR. ZHIVAGD -~ becsuse thet men was constantiy
] ence. So one day Masyekovsky brushes medly post tha secratary who is
‘keep hla out of the conference rocm, and setorms into 1t. Hs im
‘8% what he mees - just the hesd of the man chuiring the meeting,

‘Fhen he inquires whet hes heppened, he ic %old that "thoe Comrade hed to
~ehtond another ‘econference,’ znd 2o we kept the heed here, and sent nis body off

%o attand the other meabing.n

" Gan ‘somecne roint to any such condemnution of he present regins in
. Papternsk's work? , ;

Quite tho contrary, The slander of the Russien Revoluiion ang the whitewsgh

. of the present regime go hand in hend to prove tbe resl "villein" jn the

v sulfocation of creativity, For the willingnees of the grilgt o live ipn

~3pgory spd glory in his cpse dized stutug hus done more even than the political

- commissurs to siifle creativity, Somewhere, in dealing witk what he calls the
"G%tﬁ‘ﬁ‘faoul", the great Germzn philosopher Hegel, condemns the intelleciusls
-of hie dey for Nuwauristing in & stete of self-hypnotised inzetivityn, Thut,

to & "IV, fity the intellectuals of our dey. In the nerrouuess of his vision

and self-centaredness, Pusternai ic typicul of the eingle-trucked mind of the
Russlen intellectusl whe hes most recently reorgunived the ficld ol cduention,
Den'e forget, too, thet the szoclel pliyslognomy «f the Russinn intellectunl is

at clewrly recogrizable there, ns ecy, Lhe "men in the grey filennel sultY {& hepe,
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. Kugefen totpliteriuns, and its intellectuzls meeting in all seriousness at
gn“HVD;CQh.f.‘ax_‘ence op "The Decigiopns ¢f the Z0th Purty Copgrest on Strengthening
\ui“,Social‘.lst (1) Legelity and the Tasks of coviet Corrective Lobor Institute'.-
Ti.ghovuld be e surprise to no one tiet in z country where forced lskhor is called
e seorrective lebor” , and yrison sentences are cuphumisticelly rendersd as
. #re-educatlon," that the produminent theme of these intellectuznis - thess
sgdvanced sculs" we zre told rumbered 400 - wes further punishment for tiose who
‘refused to e re-educsted into plisnt touls of stete cupitslist berberism,

3 N Heudiess to say, liberstion for the ten million in forzed labor ‘campﬂ
was never meationod by & single intellectusl, end not & single eoul of the ten
millions in forced labor cempe was lpvited te spegk for nimsellr,

- " gnyone whe thimke this can never heppea ln Americe ghewdd izke &
second lovlk ab the South. 4nd T do not mean only nt the Fsubuses and tne
‘ngonfederate Underground” - bub &t our American Nobel prize-wimner, Williem
L Penileer. 1P Faullmor can stote that he is ready to spill Negro blood Fto

.- ‘preserve’ tha Southern way of lire", now fsr from barberism ig our culturs?

. p8 for tha scientists; Just s ibe Von Praunc did ot lewve the
il ufter they wers defeuted, so the Rusvian sclentists will not leuve
: 15d5tration ~ eny more than there will ho any show of independence of -
'h’.ny."aclent:!_.a“th‘her'q. \ . . _ ‘

,E'Vﬁ!{f,fftherle' ia a break here from intellectunls looking only ;'at iotellec-
for the arewer, as witness Dr. wiiliem Pickering who kes steted that all |
“-ai sclentists, can do is invont missiler ard anti-misslles snd infinitum, -

but thet it ‘dossn't really matter who fires that first ICEM, for clvilizetlon is
t}:gel_z:.-!‘only one-helf hour away from total’ ennihilation.” . :

ST ‘Here, again, Marx, over 1G0 years ego, forestw the impssse that
" modern’ selence would ¥each in & society where mental and menuel are forced
.apert, even &g workx and life are:’ .

#To have ono besis for scciety and enother for geience i
a priori, & lle." : i

o You cennot go on living & 1ie snd have the srts and selences flcurigh
‘pe. part of total humen developmeni. This, it scems to me is what the eminon®
geientist, Dr. Pickering, is saying when he is appeglling for "o new und fying
prineiple from the heert end mind of men."

_ The most ereative zet, the anly one that will get us out of the impasee
. that science in & class soclely has resched is the crestion of & new truly humen
encinl order, This cannot be brought in behind the becks of the people, leest
of #11l by intellectusls who heve nccophed for themsclves the role of the slita,

Marx foresaw this movement of history, pot beceug: he was ¢ prophet,
but because he mede the huuen beine the subject of 211 development, end eow thet
‘In no obher way cen wmurkind be {ree end o new sccieby emergo., Thero ic sbill
ne oLher way.

Tii STRUGGLE FOR FheeDus I8 Tha FUENY OF aLl URuaTIVITY,




