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“hapter Seven. Four Themes: 1, Nationalism, 2, Anti-Semitism?
3. Zolonialiecm, %, ‘the Defence of French fulture

" 2, Anti-semitism? Stalin's oarly teachings on the Jows are not without
a certaln macabre relevance to later happaninzs, It was not possible, he
wrote ‘in 1313, to speak of the Jews in Zuesia as a single natien. They
JACKED a common territory and only thrée ar fonr per cont of them had roots
in the soil. Stalin denounced Ziondsm, aml also the 3und (/7he Union of
Jewish Socialist Workers) for demanling national autsnomy and for ‘refusing
to merge with tho sociai-demoerats (i.e, the ¥ein Marxist party). What °
.‘use, he asked, were such demands under the Tsarist autocracy, with itg -
incessant pogroms? The only viable ccurse was united proletarian acticen; .-
then, under a workers! state, there would: be no more pogroms,Z ( .2 J,5talin,
Mavxism and the National and Colonial Question, p.39) o ,
Forty years later tiae problems still remainet. &g did the Burmd, in 1
exile, Tn 1947 the Soviet Union recognized TIsrael, with tha basie’ purpose...
- of embarrassing the British, But, by the Following year, withthe Inflix
of Jews from all over the world into Israel, a new problem arcse, A
mass exodus of Russian Jews - and thare is s1o doubt that such-an exudus
. would have taken place had not the authorities intervened-would have .. .. .
_ been unthinkable loss of face for a stete wilch prided itself .on its Happy.
- assimilation of its multiple national grouns, The Jews were now feen as
part of a wider conspiracy.whose ceatre of wealth and power lay in the '
U.58.,A. In September 1948, Prayda published an article by the ‘Jewlsh .
writer Ilya Fhrenburg attuc‘Eing Zlonism, the gstate of Isvasel amd the idea
of & common bond between the werld's Jous,J (3 »p, Heyar, 'Stalin follows
in Hitler's Footsteps, in E. Cohen (i)., The How ded snti-Semitism,
Boston, 1953, p,l4) thereafter the anti-~715Aist ) campaign rapidly— . : ;
intensified, fusing with the genaral drive acainst cosmopolitianism and //’ UE:Z g
all American~supportel supra-national schemes, Dut it was-not unti-l [ war’
the Slansky trial and the case of the nine doectors in'F\z_S»?./-,ﬁ}_ that the /Jf‘f ]
specilically Jawish issue foreed itgelf upon the commugist j.g,tallactuals: is

g
in France.® T Z, ;

{p. 212) "4, The lefence of “rench mlturea, As the'party of France!,
the communists eclaimel to be the miar:'ians of the ivanch enlizhtenment,

the aper of a great ewltural trastition. ‘This claim they always upheld,

ut the extreme patrictism associaterd with the Popular iront period el

to a furthor Jdovelopment of the thema, for was not ghe anlizhtenment itself
the heir to a zreater cultural glory?"
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Resistance was a formative experience, o;‘ysta-lli@.ng his notions of
@ggw,_sggigl_r_asp_@pai!?,;}_;tx..,_xsvéonmitment,,.in itaelf g simple

nouzh impulse, assuméd-egoaizine complexitios dfnen appli=at in the
world of real political cholensi~=MTand his ciose collearues omerged

a

‘(( from the war convincel foinul taneously that histeviesl materialism

g f\;{&llpplio\‘l the only valil Interpretation of jhzg_p_g,“"*i anit that oxistentialism

N “Aprovide! the only concrote approach to-ﬁility..ﬁ, {2 Ie¥ Sartre; £
' i:bﬂxtstmtai:'mmnxtﬂmhnm'msmxfxxi rio ST¥ERXX Man existe Cirst
and defines himself aftorwards. L'hommo n'ost vion f 'autrs que ca qu'il
se falt, At this pericd Sartra yag ragointaly opposc! to any determinism; N
man was froe, the Mcar-natmﬂ?m%, an! wifhout oxenses;
10849 Ong_coul:! be sure of nothing, even the eventual triumph of the _
~ “prolotariat. sut tho personal freelop of cholce to which man was corrlemnod,




2w o

Hlar {rom providing an excuse fowr a retroat into nihilisn or relativism, -
cairiad with it an immense social rosponsibility. Ihe choice had te
baimade ~ the rizht choloo - and then fousht for, 8
artrals pogte-uay brovak with the communists Mag in the first instance
o507 y ard nlg__]..éj;;‘)::.,\q'vért].yqﬁg;l_._itical. Aoyt Garawly, his -
most persistent &fverzary and denigrator, denisl that man, or the worker,’
was {roe to subkit or ravolt; the class factor, ne.arsual, was largély ‘
determirant. "Jotween mygell and freadem there ig knowledza,
seve (p. 20B.243) Literature, ha wrote, conld only realize its #ul1
esgsence in a clawsless soclety, only then would the writer be aware of
no difference batwesn his sub Joct and his public, only then would hin.,
Ly situation ba und orsal, !Literaturse is, in esaence, e sub fectivity
,—{‘ﬁ\ fa s at_revolution, He was amxious jnct to siaad :
d on"tha 51rtalinas; ! — 7
e

' (P'. 279)  "An example of the new technique was provided by tha

Party's response to Maurice Marleau~Ponty's Los Aventures de la- :
dlalectique,. a criticism of the Pro~communist BtaAT aopted by Sartre

in Lea Communistes.et. la. Paix, Six philosophars were mobllized,

Cogniot, Garawly, Desinti, Caveins am! Kanapa, with Henr: Lafebvre, .

now on the varge of brealins with_tho Party, a misfit gi tjﬁ' ~they
delivered their crations Gs a team, mni publishe! them g& & tean, >
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