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Dear Raya thankyou for the letter oP solave and the enclosure,which

942 Ydle Station.hew_naven Conn. -May 30th.1961

has been paaseu on tﬂ Auglc WIth reference to men talking to trees'
‘:I recall ‘that George the III aid actually talk to the trezs in
¥Windsor Great Park and they put him 1ns1de for it And you know . what

:-happened to the Americen colonles.Flt thot ints your schema.

' present that iz your departmont but the ¢old facts as it is possible

- to ascertain them at presnnt.

General chronological outline.
B”igﬁﬁrly-years.Mao's Hunan rerport of 1927,

2.The period of the Fiangsi Soviet|1928-34.

_— ______...___,.‘.

enanrcommnnlsm 1916 throunh to

4 19d9 to +the present the communists ir power,

”1.Ear1y years.Mao .5 Hunzn repo"t of 1927.

'”f;Jthe poor peasanta nralsing their struggles and condonlng their viole

methods . In fact it is my opinion that in thls report he takes a -
gt \______-_

published in Russia Interpretations of this phenomenonﬂ§3W1

that this proves 211 along that Mao was an orthodox communist,end
that natﬁrally the report was published since it echoed Lenin's and
Stalin's views on the peasawtsﬁilJpence,any attempt to show thaf
Ienin or Stalin thought of the pessantry =8 2 revolutionary class in
Mao's sense bases itself on a few scattered sentences from their

works,out of context.I think the report was welcomed because the

whole comintern policy had been going increasingly dlsasfously in
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China sirce ‘the 1926 Canton' o

_into = aupéérvient pbél%iéﬁ—

of Tfotéky's criticisms,and

théf tﬁere was in faet =one ¢genuinaly revolutlonary activity in China
But after the Shanghai massacre in Aprzl 2027 and the delacle with th
16Tt KMT at Wahan in- July 1927,%the comintern policy was really out in'
the open,and discredjted “hus when the Avtumn crep. riaingﬁﬁof fall |

f 1997 failed iao was censareq alonb w1th everyone else,in the serles.f

—— ——

"":-—-—
-.ef CCP manoeuvres %hat led to the fall of Ch en “u-halu Ch'i Ch'i unpai

11 Li san,ana the instellation of Wang Ming and the "re?urned'studenté ‘
'5;311 safe comintern yes-men. ' A/ ﬁ%!
' 2 The period_of the Kiargei Soviet.1698-34. Eﬁ o

The-?lrst aoviets were establlshed in Fwangtunp province by P'eng

. Pai in oct 1927 anu la%teu till TFeb. 1928 Unfortunately I have’ found

Vrnare
B T, -

nj“no wri*ihgs on’ thase.The CCp and Western historians corcentrate on

e T e e e et e Gn e

‘Mao in bhe areg of Ki angsi,where the Cnineae Soviet Revublic. waa

-““;! eatablished in 1931 and “to whzch area the CC of tne CCp finally mcved

in the fall of 1932,perhaps becag'm blackmailed by Wao. (Thia period

T A — e,

is also known zs th "Juichin Republlc Juichln oping & _town in Viangsi

T e T e S T e
Like esverything elze in CCp history this period is damn hard to get a
save through glorifizatory CCp writings.However I have one lead +that
should intexrest us both more than thes e works.This is a qtrange

document called fhc nrese“t rnnuifLon of China,publiched without

ﬂmnrint and without date senonymously . his document,to which I have
found nn references,is in the Yale Jterling *“‘emorial Libreary.catalog;
number Bj 13 j/i3/932 jb.an inseription inside tﬁe cover suys that

it was presented to Yale by the Imparial Javanese Fmbassy in 1932.0n
8 fairly close analysi= I would say that this was a deliberate
propoganda piuce put out by the Jepanese governmeht to demonste=te th

internal chaoe of China,the inadequacy of the YMT,and hence to
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JJapanese Imperialiam in Mancnuria i 8. to show that the Japanese were
-8 reeponsihle governmansd interaested only In bring ing ord;r to the B
Chinesgy malnlgnd and of course in protecting their own financ ial
intarests,which were By this time-c0h51uerabls +Al) this hae f fqmiliar
ring-to_it.Bﬁt the impertunt thing idg that rhe Jauanpse obserrars are‘ 1
neither hoatllp nor - lavorauln to the CCpithey - just want to ohOW that ‘
'hqj/%he CCp is too strong to be beaten by the incompetent KM, but itséif
~boo weak to bring order to China.
. The najor part of this document; for our purpoegi is Appendix xxj

] A~3,Communism in China,written in the middle of{193;)A list of those

Y

holding "the actuzl power of the party at presant" (p. 5) duestot)

1nc¢ude Mao yvthough this may nct be important since the Japanase ara:
probab]y rcferréng to the party 1eaderahip proper which was! of cours
still 1n Shanghai dequrately tryi ng to get the shattﬂred and disill

usihed urban preletariat to rise und oring the vietory of sooiallsm

- .....-.....---

‘?ﬁjah ZL}Lj,smerges—from““his report s the very great power of the Red Army!

——
. behind which it appears that the polltlcal cadres,of whom Mao Was

probably the most importunt ,Tollowed .The, report describes this nrocess

as follnws (all italics will be mine,td emphusise polnts that should -

he of especla‘ interest to you);on to klng a town the Red Army_ loots
and raids public buildings,banks ena Toreign settlements murders or
dr&ves out the rich and the officials,calis mass meetings of workers,

peasants and soldiers,forms soviet government, { remember Trotsity's

scorn),lowers food prices,raises the ratio between copper nand silver
(the peasants had to pay taves in silver and were always belng cheated,
by the of"ieialeshut T dont't dev that this reising of the ratio is '
really feasible in ecoromic terms,it sounds like a bid for ponularlty),
destagys loan bonds and land certificates and distributes the land to
the poor (p.10)}.Then Tollows this observation by the Japanesge

observer:




."As @ matter of fact it may be Jefinitely stated that the
communist party,plamming to make uze of ihe power possessed bv‘
the red armies,is attempting io direct ‘and control them by send—"
Aing to them its representaetives and politieal agents and
moreover,is trying to turn the frequent raids 'of the srades to’

oceanions for progbganda end practice of COmmunism".ﬁﬁ.lE}

. This observation is then expended in & parasreph on communist practices

"As soon as & red army asccupies a cersain point,the Conmunisy -
Part" 2t once calls out local workevs and pe :mants,m'n.l‘conv::’emu;,'‘i

‘“Sovlet Con5§;é¢“ or "Workerﬂ and Peasants’ Congresq“,which

E:EEEB g "°0Vl.t Committee" .This committee in its turn forms a
sovlet government.The territory under the rule of the Soviet
government is designated as a-"SOV1et area”.In outward form a
Soviel government is a popular organ founded by the people them-

" selves.But in point of fact,it comes into existence through tﬁe
raid of a red army and the conspiracy of the CommuniatdBatth_

 which eccounts s for-the.-fact thaJ SdQIht érea usually coinc*d}h

—— s et ¥ P

'Cﬂiggra-red.axmy's spﬁg;g ofwaﬁtiﬁﬁ"“{giljl_:;__;_ ;;__;___;“,
CNA Soviet povernmeﬁf being &n offsnring of the Communist Party
and a red army,is under a’ complete contrl’ of the party,which

,eends o represenfftive to it as the supreme adviser of the
gﬁvernment to supervise its administration".(p.18}

- It is,1 think,inconcei#able that the Imperial Japanese Government

should ﬁavp sent a Vrotskyist to ma;e & oonfldentlal report on the
Kiangsi Soviet,and extremely unllkely that members of their staff were:
‘secret marxist-humanists.Therefore it is quite probable. that what wei
. have here is aQ%%iff%;descriFion of the imposition of +the party
buresucraey at the very baginning of the revolution,of an absolute
denial of peasants' and workers' spontaneity.At least inkﬁqﬁan they
either rose by themselves aguinst intolerable oppressions or were led .
to rise ﬁy a few revolutionists ('?his i8 no new phenomernon in Chinese
¢r medieval Furopean history):but in Fiangsi znd neighboring ?rovind&éh
their "1iberation" in the early thirties has a suspicious flavor.But

we mizt also ramember,in fairnzss to the P.rty cadres,that they were
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'fightiﬂg a bloodv war of attrition. against the forces of the KMT with

_vaatly superior numbers and equinment under thu dlreotion of German

[,

generals,and that the "MY were kncwn for their extreme ruthlecsness

et

to communists or sympathisere and that therefore a sixiet could not
be formed unless it were alzo under the protection of the ?ed axny,
who fought brill1antlj and couxa'eouclj for six Veare until Chiang's

,flfth "extermination cempaign” almost sncceeded and drove them onto.

- v e ——

the long march. e e
S ———

3.Yenan communism,1936 Surough to 1949 and vic«ogi\

Tbe nnriod of Yenan communi%m was- qbprzod of comprom1se arrlved at
. gy

T e o aea

with the: ﬁMT after\the xldnaplns of Chiang at Slan in Dzcember 1936 |5

‘.. j B _____....._.___...-—-'——-._..--
.;the‘perlod of*the-United Front .Thus whereas the Iand Law of fhe(ﬁI;Eh

all—Ghina SOV1et 1n,%93l had stipulated the confiscation. of the land
o; all those abOVurmiddle veasanty w1thout compenﬁation,and that alx
fenta and debts be null and void,the Yenman nrogram ripht up mntj1 :
“rDecemher 194&/Was one just of rent and interesat reductlon leavlng not
‘only the rlch peaqggla_hgg_glgg_zha landlords more or less untouched.

-—_-—-...__
———

; Aa Mao szid inpew PemnnraCy,lgao 1% is not to bUIIA Up Boalalist
...-.__..._.J s
agricu]ture but to turn the land 1nto the private proverty of the

-l

easants.A rlch-neasant euo nomy w111 also be ,1lowed to ex;sv"[ln

946 /the CCP baﬂt ‘a policy oi the ccmnul“orj nurcha
low rate,of the landi-lords' "zicess® lands.Tn Octobe
an extremulv radical p"ﬂgram for the re.istribution of all lané and

the elimination of the rich veusints as o clarsithis phase was chrried

, e A
through with wide-seale terror and v1alenﬂe zaﬁ a swing of line in the,

RN : . -
-spring of QZP'Cunucmneu bhis policy =s "ultra-left",snd there was s
reversion tn 1 moderate policy,to yuzrantae the rights of the middle
T et e

peasants =nd nrOheed mors caubiously with the rieh peassants.This was

the op:-rational voliecy at ihe time of the final vicory in Dec 1949.

¢

# oo sayn N tw Ac-.wwy ST o N L P N ,‘)rv[‘rf”; teot Tl 157, m:)

Mt back - 2wt el S o ctun’k,ﬁxﬂ—.w{ J,%ul_cc Wb’].w;[ g m,,,,.




ek e =

‘ﬁ\-

-Pefhap* hé most 1/* rtenﬁ.change from the FKiangsi days was that
rnow in Yenen it was ghef ﬁ‘prt‘; /th.,t contvolled the ar@end the army was

sean aS- bn educat;ve strument Agein o Courae Foe the - (GCp was in a c*is:s

31taat10n,flght1nb contwnuul sue rr*lla -ctlonﬂ asninst +he Japeneqe

anﬂ sporadicel]y un&lnah Lhe hmT 0 the armJ usue ly hﬂu to be in tThe

background to «nsure, the Survzfal NI the partj.,ut many of the leaders. ‘
Y both in the party and the army were now coming from the anti-Japanese,

—_——— ‘*-—_.-‘ ’—\'
communie 111tﬂry and political acacdemies s called K'angtapThe

e

(:?rer majo;LPhenomeno weg uhe, develonment of maus movements.Phe
——— e —
) var&oue mess organlzatlors (formed according to ege,oceupation euc)
h -—"_----._.___-'___a’-_-———_' \—._._.“_

e

;
g
|

were formeu and guidea by the party cadres and plcke the cendidates
for local off*ce ouce the cand1de+ee were, ehosen,ﬁzgﬁ the ordinary

people could exerclsb their ‘democratie vote l”he 3¢ 1ocal organizatlona

v v

fagede of magor1tv rile tnere was of course absolute minorlty (pert{)
—

‘control .The young cedres who faunded the schodls in remote areans
P
‘ anong the peasanTs wormed with energy and zeal and with preas efficiency

-only very slowly introducing party vropogande into the curricula.Sd it'

is essential to, remember that Yenan w»as a t;me of great ded1cation
’\ ‘

S T )

and enthusiam Nao was maiing his apnarently enllghtened and exc1ving

speeches on\culture and- thet hope was in the air that visiting foreign

P —re

jcurnalists wearied of the XMT corruption, were so imfected by ."hile
-.._,4-—-..\

Q{;F)r the surrender of Japan,the fighting was ugaln bitter,and all

s

were too occupied in attaining Pven1ual v1ctozw ta worru overmuch

about T z2doma_or . Srllﬂ-htﬁnf-!'i‘ty—:"-“ .

( 4.1949 to the present,the communists in power.

i s ra? e g o

i% Mao Tse~tung,0n People's Democratic lictatorship,July 1,1949:*6
- _ h— ha B e e}

n¥ithout the socializstion of agriculture,there will be no
complete and consolideted socialism.ind to carry out the soecial-
ization of agriculture.a powerful indusiry with state-owned
enternrises as the main component must be developed.The State of
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. of the Peoples' Dnmo"ratic Iictatorship must step by atep solve_
- thi 8 problem of the industrializatien of the country".
L P

33 Frdm now oq)the uubordinafloﬂ of the peaaantry o the leadershib of
i et

T PP TR

it

tcgggzgke whpreas ‘from 1928-1949 i+t ‘had been in thuory only.una the
subordination of noth to the CCP was undenizble.The movement to stete .
collectiviﬁation of agrieplture lay through a)individual ownerahip,“
blmutual aid.teams,c)cooperative farming,d)eollectivization.Mac had
experimented with the firzt three both 2t Kiangsi and fenan, buf/in

China of the fifties we can w;fncss the nost herculean efforts lof the fn

tafer nla’,The praces ‘was as follous.

i

3 Wthh oy the sprlhg et 1953 left. nnl an estlmateﬂ 3 mil1ioﬁ out_“

ngf 500 mlllion peasantq unafipuTed {(Most of these deaails are from
e :
an exce11ent bookﬂﬁgrarian policy of the Chinese communisQ,Partv 1921—

il A e e g r .

u'11959 by Chao - Kuo-chun,A91a Publ:qbi?i#§235541§§1;gfi?iﬁ§§§§>.After

mﬂw”“ T r——————
redistribution the average land holding per capita was under 2 mou ..

'fia mou is 1/6 of an acfgs\fo it was clearly a transitional stagé,asf"

————————
—————

‘noone could suppuet themselves for long on that.The redistribution

Meliminated 20million lendowners as n class,many of whom were kiiled,‘

perhaps 5 million.The redistrlbutlon was carrled out thrpugh loca1§;

K(Egggggnt Orpanizations" “Peonle's Representatlve COngresges",the

reople's millui& local tribunals and various mass organizations.At all'

times it was directed by the Party.

2.Ths bringing of the peasents irnto Asricultural Producerb' Cooy-'

e

ra T ———

eratives' 955-8.his process carried out steadily through work teams
.-_‘_-—._.,__..’--

and cadres,propeganda threugh mass media,and the selection of

’"positlve“ ‘elements in the villazes.The aim was to improve the lot of

the poor paasant and %o bring production into line with the require-

[T P un-.tq-u'w-am (LR PRI

3

ments of the state. herg'weve legal stipulations guaranteeing that

128086
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-the joinihg or. withdrawal from cooneratives

be voluntary.It is noi

known 1f any neasantq availed themselves of these stipulations.The

peasantn cortinhod to have_"owner p" of threir lends,private prOperty~}'
was allowed and they could work 10 of thelr land for themselves.High

incrgases in productiOn were attained.(This seems undenitvile).
- - __________________...t’:
's Lonmunes.ﬁf:ﬂ This was done by

e T Y —

3.The formation ot *”

amagamating the cooperatlves qgg_,hsnlut

— e b e

o i " .__._-—,___.‘—

fantastic as it sounds §§'
this was ach;eved L-ween April ana Novemher 1958 Tn uheae~eight ) ;

mdgyhg 120 million peasant houneholds who hdd formed 740,000 APC'3 /)l

(agrieultural nroducers' cooperatives) of 16C households each were

conce t ated into(;ﬂ 000 neonlp'a c0mmune° averarlng 5 000 houégﬂgiﬁg?

e — T

,This transltion is held to be the crucial stage in. movzng China- ir m

- m— e P - '—\
g, socialist 1’,a 00mmunls+ ”o ty It hanpeneu te colneide with the

A e g 1 -..ln.éeab-""
inauguretion ‘of. Ghina's aecond {ive year plan.Qver the last year there
e .m‘rﬂ ST AT Pl L )

have been reports tha+ tha communes have beer in trouble: there is

certainly a 3@rious Iamine at the momunt But though thersa mi ht be

some’ relaxation of pressure On the peaaants he theory at least soems

to be stablezéhe COmmun*st China ulﬁest for May 2 1960 has an artiole

T e e s et o s it .
‘(J (p.21) attacking the notion that naople's QOﬂperdtlves are almost the
e

same as people's communoes.It points out thav the flxed q"qtem of free.

S ——

aupply in the communes is the ficet stage on the way to

Ziving to

each according to h:u needs,and that moreover the commune gives the

-‘--_,_‘——’-‘

people an "element” in the owner-hip of . ihe--meene—of.producti
—-..______‘__.__ /.

—— D
"The people's communes is the combination of industry,agricultur:

commerce,education nnd military aff'airs within the scope of theix]j

activities”.

. ———
JUam——_— R—

to be found in

et

The only criticism Irom within mainland China is

those writings by intelleciuzls zna studsnta,of whom thﬁ_"reatest is
W_T

the young girl ghtucent of ninsteesn or twenLV,

Ll - e Tt L.

has been shcot.On this whole movement there is one 1ndlqpen5¢b19 book,
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Q Tha hundred flow;rs campuign and hp Phinese inte

Llpctuals by @
Roderlck FacFarquhar Praeger, N

W York,196C.1 wontt aubemn+ to supmar
4 what the ¢

R thls here,and you must resx

hinese say thnm%elves :the whalef
book conqiste of thelx eriticisms,with

A miningm of filding and

informed commentary by Macka

arauhar.But the crucial tulnp is +h s tnat.

the most cnnstqnt cr1u101

. H-..-m LRTEY
by e Gt

M wag 51mnly that thn CCP was nothing other -
—_

L

{
.hv_.;? than a navy clas .inulstln'ulshpblv Irom %the ¢
! a ;;jéy- e

;

Xploiting clasnes of the
: ‘ﬁ@y past ard that it ig not frui/ Marxist,

.—-‘___._______

-here T think I shull leuws

i ————t,

YOk

For foreign poliecy the best book i

sis by A.bo

ak Bernett Harper bros lQ6C chapters

ensure that you don't miss anyhnlrﬁ of wajox importance. ”he more IH

e .
yche harde; it ie to flnd spontane
“"--.

neity after 1 1927 ‘at, th
"*-.. -------- \..___,’-'

think abou1 it

hope at all twmes and into the present.

e e et e

We must not:forget though that tne four meﬂ who have had mest part

re sti‘l in power Kao Tsontqu,‘

In-lai, wnre @11 invelved in_ ‘?ight f01
2 _years, sufrering thz severest strains of priva

Tvver 1
physical danger,;eellng their way at

L
in shaping communist China ang” w%o a

- %}ymShao;chJi,Chu Teh and‘Chou

tion ahd
ail times through Jananese

Imperialism,Western Imper1u11wm Rus:ian Imperislism and the certain

knowledge of torture and dez

th it cuught by the yMT, They were never
evend® peccefully in exile in aw1tzerl

and,England or anyﬂﬁeqelse.ngg
\of .them vIrote 4 word of theory until they had bea

n Tighting for Some-
—— e, .

profoundiv nationnllatic,and deaply loved China;f

2 time.Al) of them wers

.. which above ail they wanied to pe uthﬂﬂ,uO it eould forge its own
-me;:. destin%’ﬁpether in such circumstances they could have made it free is
2 . '

2 prefound enigma,which Perhn=zps

i © 12808 Yinwels

We can try to answerp together.

(/ﬂ/\_ AR FT_




