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Deaxr Raya,thanks for yrs and the pife on Marx's debt to Hegel,weh I will
" defer discussion on until I am more competent, : g -
'ﬁeforé I forgét,%he man you asked avout re tha piece on Rﬁssian
inteliectuals is James Stiver,1178 Yale Station,New Haven.’
Now to China.I enclose an essay 1 wrote this merning. “hls is a carbon,f
my first present to you. Where does it get us°lgifar1y it is oppnsed to o
my ideas on Yenan“humanism that I gave you last month.But is it K
hecesserily complerely inconuistenb°\§s you see I makre a harsh final
‘judgement .The veriod of the Kiangsi Soviet is not well documented,though -
I héva come across apn anonymous repcrt,The present cohdition of China,
an ancnymnous work translated into English by a Japanese observer,which
rsgarded the Soviets favourably,which I will try to get arourd to - o
._summariqing for youlilao in the period 1927-37 was deepiy concerned with -
'h;a Sown struggle for 1aadership,much more deeply I think than he ever
‘suggeata 41 his own interviews or. writings.After all, one’ does not dweal
on. Buch things unnecessarllylggt ‘by Yenan he. could afford o relax a.
‘fbit Also in -the United Fromt period, say E937-43 ‘he made conslderabla
‘con09331ons to the KMT This =zmounted among otker things, to 1eaving the
... peasants azlone to some extent,anid belng ; tole " to the rich peasanta.
'Yz§?f?h£5~human1m1_jkummsiiyﬁmWh:nﬁ'UGEQZE;;Sh°'ﬁas it the real Mao?: Was;!
~ e walting for the peasantry to show some renewed revolu+1onary 3p1r1t?
- Lﬁ;l these guestions are loaded,for Mao's control wao by now undisputed,
: his cadres were organlzed theére was nonne after Chang Kuo-t'ao to
' challenge him.Jo0 any revolutionary fervour that menifested itself was.
fervour tolerated by Mac.So what spontaneity of peasants is possible in e -
such clrcumstances,or what can arise esmong workers when the cadres are
there as the factories are built? I don't know,but would say 11tt1e££2P,
there wzs hope and excitement in the air,this T think is clear.There is
hope and excitement in the air now in Cuba.fan Mao here be called the
‘haughty vassal,is he posaessed of the Sragic consciousna§s2 Does he in
some Roussean sense see himself as the pers onlflcatlon of the general
will? Or is he Just out for powcr? I think neot g.mply_thaﬁlatter but I
think his gozl iz to FTorge, himzelf) a unified "socialist" shatagon lines
that find more support in Stalin than in Marx,in which he is to deeide,
not 'in the last resort the people themselvesjl_millngpgrt_ggw_;gqgiggﬂgt
Yenan.Any commenis of yours welcome,This essay I send as a background.If §
it is useless,scrap it.But there may be some point that interests wou,if

at all what you want,but I can always try again. Background has its uses
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Hao Tse-tung 8 riee to_paowers: 3’2—1937. :

In late Hovember of 1427 Mao Tsewtung's political Tuture =&

qgeered‘

bleQ‘;Ths oentrnl committee of the Chinese connunist varty had Just R

_&gg;ggg him frmm nis thraa main ponttions}au an elternzte member of the»
ﬂolitburo,secretary of the Hynan provineial comaittee and secrﬂtary of

tha narty front comulttea.The rarty itzelf was weak and with vavering .

1éaderan1p;ch'en Tu-heiu was disereditsd,Ch'i Chiu-p'ai was juot abduti%
Ch'en Tu-hsiu Ch'i Chiu _

be after tha Centon Uprisingd3ut by 1917 Moo was iinp11 1n undisputed

4is g highly-

trace his;;

- alight1y haphazard aouounts to be fauad 1n the booka of North Schwarz

and Brandtéseeo v
e T

\-._.___,..-—-—._.--—’-"—
Precs of Peking in 195&.
/“\
By '1929 Mao was aecurely ensconcad in thewximgsi

-

araa.tha earliest bOViQQS nad naen formed,and the Red Army had alrendy

developeﬂ sufficiently to give Trotsky _AluywrscenToliih o vrofound =hock

in Hovember.(l)The thecraotival descrintions of the Soviets were not

$p-ued till 19§%J$nd aa(é%fy;pdinta out no_"estern observer visited the .

,érea.so exact details mare -~ot ascertainable.The crucial huestion ie

N _ -
o whether or not “ao was at this time acting indepsndently of the leader-

ship in his own party.it seeme to be falrly clear that Wao was pursuing

: tha revolution from s countryside hase with a pesa. rny while the
i
N official leadership of the two lanour leaders L%:gézfggJLnd_Hsiqu Chung;

v fa ocontinued to speak and set as if the revolution could only advance
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through the urban preoletarist and that all afforts éhould be concentrated
on devaloping the workars’ Gopsciousne.s.¥ae hau consistently denied suoh -

a aplit.He fold(ééggqif 1937 ot he hed agreed completely with the

et

-rnsﬁltp, £ tha Sixth Congress of the communist perty held in Moscow in

: /
latehgg?B

/

LT mEith the new iline cdopted at “het Congress,Chu Teh and I
ware in wemplete agraement.From that time on,the ¢ifferencac
bvetwaen thoe leaders of the Parbty and the leﬁders of the '

: . Sgviet movement in the 4grar1an 4iv+ri»ta diaappeared P “ty,'
-ﬁ—a-_ﬂ A harmony wea reestablished”,.{2)

democratization" haa to be erﬂdicated,and that they vers puiltv of petty—

i T
B e Lo

'Ibourgaoia individualism - preaumably a clear statement that the workers‘
alone had the final revolutionary consclousness,not the naaaants’In the
same eqsay Wao mentioned that many people were secking to leave the

e

revo]utionary army.a fect he attributedé to "ineorrect leauerehip".ﬁinoe‘
’-4—"—'- c —————
thaqkleauership could not of course be his or Chu feh'sisuch & ntatement;

implies a purge in the offingivague refersznces in his conversations with

Snow with refsrence to the Yest Fuklen conference of December 1929
support thiafﬁrmy officers of "a "rotskyite faction" "were eliﬁiﬁhtéd
frem responsible positions and after the Fukien Conference lost their
influence"gzgfo "the guestlon of %Egg_gnligy“gggwgsgggd"atfgggffwlgggth,
and the struggle wyainst 'opportunism®,l-d by those opposed to redistrib-

ution was overcome.lt was resolved to carry out land redistribution and

quicken the fourmation of Soviets".(4)No such difficulties are mentioned
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4n the Pakimg History. Mao had “on the first round.—-—\

connaction betws-n these events and the appear&nce of Mao's:

'obitugry in Inp*ecur in ¥arch 1930 may ve cloaa but there is no proof

v atsoever. n uune\iI-Li—aan 'finelly admitied that the Red Army might
v

1ndeeﬂ be used to spur urban inaurrection and in July came the Temous

attack on Ghangsha. the city veing held for a few dayseInittally hailed es

v2d a8 & monstrous errcr and semimTrntakr-

: L...».....a..-._...... B L S S PY et D

. a triumph this was leter d(se
o Sno

':ism.(s)mao wes cautious to“ t"the attacks or Ghangsha wer: wot

‘naoasaary and bag an element of adventure in tham".(G)The Peking Hiatory

isinonoomittal snging only "the flames of revolution flared up: not only K

‘1n tha basen.bat in all placea traveraad by the Red Army".(? ”he end

1of.tha year saw. Chiang Kaiushek's Lirst extermination campaign ageinst

-.-__“___.

5the ‘Kiangsi Sovieis and tvo events crucial to Meo,the fall of. 14 Li—aan
—___—\v—__-5-

.jlfand a seonna purge ‘of the army{A letter of November from the ECCI

e e ettt

.accueed Li Li—san of aemi-Trotskyisn,pettv-hourpeoia ohauviniém and

JUL SN

.f-—.\

Putachiam;he-was replaced by Wang Ming and the.fﬁ/ﬁolsheviks knovm a8 .

“tha returned atudencé,whose guide and counsel was Pavel mif of the

e e P T iy L

AComintern.‘

xre8 of the Russians".(8)More erucial rerhaps was the

power as ¢

f:y "Fut'ien purge of December 193B;North quotes from Li Ang's testimony to

-z

the cffdes that in this enfl following months Nao execubed hundreds of ”}

o Tt A By 4 e Y Y Ry R 4

J—

communists apnosed to him.Brandt deecribes the men as loyal Li Li-eaniata'

P curicadhmant

who ntill wanfed t0 take cittes.(Q)Mao 1016 qnow that communist rebels
L. oibles.

.{;:L Under Tiu Ti-teao "ett=cked us pelitically on the basic of the Iillhi-san’

= line" and auued thet "Liu Ti-tsao was arrested,and other revels dinarmeu

T

i = 74; and 1iouiduteu".(10)'ao had won the second round. e 3
L // - .
k,3 ‘13 . 1931\ saw the Mukden incident,and the next :wo extermination campaigns

_:l‘ f ) ¥ | RO 2
R |P§ ¥ Chiang,hoth failure. It saw also,in i‘ovember,the F rst all China :
- _—_ e At Vhan B

-;;? Congress of uovieus to vhich Mao was elected chairman and Chang Yuo-t'ao

i —— e et s s i e an s

one of the vice-chairmen.The P king ¥istory only wentiona this Congresa
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ag taking a sfronw and courafsous stand against the Japanese in contrast

1‘./

%k’ ie~election to-the- Chairmanshi;. ath ng else.khus teo major formulations

—_—— i

of the Oongrass are not trested/ine Constitution of the Soviet Republic

s §§<Wh1oh pledged shorter hours,equailty before the law for all racial and
\ religious groups,freedom ot speech,press and the rights of assembly,ther':

— T e et e T e ey
emancipation of_ﬁffngﬁnd the freedom of national minorities to szelf-

e ———

determinatjon,while éeclaring "the &amocratie dictatozrship of the

1w0rkers:ana peaaauta".(the euiuora of the Douunentary History iﬂtiat

that the"a WRS no pretence of anything but & one garty dictatorah;p and
"thera wera no workera),the land law of the Soviat Penublicl_ which

___———.____

R it I

\without compansﬁgigfzgg;" ving of a plot of land to ezc man
SR

v - '

nd Amy fb‘c‘)“be*tiitmd‘:tﬁ"‘ms abbenea Krd"v?ﬁ‘n_ equaL distr:.butﬁn o:l.’ 133;"1:

enforusd ool ectivisation horth believes this to be a crﬁcial time 1n
CCyp 1eadership.in which nenformanca in China became nora 1mportant thanz

‘ralationa witk the C: minte}n\(Wl) / ) .
THe main event of\lQ’ ]wae the bringing of the Central committee and’

: Kiangei_**_ p— ’

the peoretariat of rhe CCp #zgg Shanghai to hﬁ!ﬁ!ﬁ‘ﬁgdﬁthg*ggnning‘ﬁf

Hang Ming ﬁgtﬂpacqw.lt io auggested by Baerth that the Kiangel Soviet -

maey have threatened to cut funds to Shanghai and thus foreced = showdowﬁ;

8till divided,,

but he admita facts are lacking.Anyway the 1eadership was

with fa0 @8 chalrmsn of the CEC but s%ill iv & wuaa pOui ion,Chang Kpo-ﬁ

o i

.t'ao a8 qtrong vice chairnan Chu Teh as an inflaentlal field commander.:

o Po ¥u in charge of pariy afiairs eng Chou En-lail ss.milit supervisor
'_________-—-—\ - . N

LT

{12))The Puking Hictory emphusises comstructive achievements in the

Sovlats and also the gollent role played by the communist pzrty in the

defence of Shenghnl.lt 1s hard o see what communist strengin there
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”' o o 'could have be mn 1in Shanghai 1n 1912 Mao does eoﬁ/uiacusa any party

politics with Snow Loy 19q/.
In 1933 ‘Chiang launched th» fourth ezterminafion campaign which was
ye another failure.but in Ootober qtarted the fifth with ite complex

'blockade of the whole Kisrqsimarea which. wan. to- prove auccaas¢u1.He

, \) riso suppressed the"Fuk en rising with surprising ease anc afficienay,

so that an obeervar like George nhepherd who had thought at the

the Fuaien rebeilicn workqd conatruotively with the communists. in‘
oppoeing the ¥MT and the Japaness.(l5) -
J &nuar;v{—\
g

}v; ‘Ehe econd all-China Congress of Uoviets ‘took place in Ity 34,
[’Juichin already being in denger from the ¥MT forces.The theoret*cal

e

\ .
\ ;ormulationa here are not lmpcrtant,but what was of great importanoe 1&

e struggle for leadd P that took place and uao's role 1n it and --

vm.v-pv\v— o

descraption of it.It is central to the conE;oversy betweeq_ﬁgpﬂﬁzf‘gnd g

Wlfﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁlzéﬂﬁfﬂgfff orthodoxy of Mao's leesvership.Mao reported the

—

following to fnows

-7 WAt the second congress "I gave a long report and here the

L 4L i Central Soviev Govoernment,as its personnel exlata today , wab

T S ! elected.Preparations spon after ards were made for the Long
: . .. ilarches ] y»Jvnua§34193 5,the main forces of the Red Army

i T + rzached” Tsun- yi »aichow.For the next four months the ™

’ T SR Larmy vas HImoEt ‘constantly meving and the most energetic
oo rcomoat and fightirb took olace™.{16)

‘ \/ Aegording to Yorth homever,at the Congrese in 1934, thouqh Do Yu mas
pa v replaced as gsecratary gereral o the narty,it wes rnot by anyone

sympathetic to Kao but hy Chang “en-t*iern,another returned student,snd:
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thus sﬁbjevt %0 comintern diboipline.horth oelievea thet ¥ao got thq&ﬁ’

leadership uf the party af xsunyi in January 193),when he had bgzen out"
...... .. _—-——-"'—'-"-

nthe ¢the Long Harohhheggg‘in October
——— ﬁ

,*;gjgj and when Chang Kuo-t'so vas ahssnt that Mao's power was thua 1n
7/

0h ‘spite of,not becauae of ,Stalin. {17\
.-/‘ S

- of touch with Moaoow for three mo

he Pekin History corroooratea thia

0 “a°'9”Q?HW§E§ﬁ9?BnG:uO Snow.Tha""
Peking Hietory says: T f - ' ' _

e“sion in compleue oonuraaiotion t

I IRy e e .
i

uniet varty h
of it

FADE AN "in Jaruary 1935,1in Tsunyi,the Chinese Comm
St L _ / &n enlearged meetiag of the political buraau
. eomzittea.The Tpun

G _"Mﬁxi__gnrerenos put_an.end ¢

’ SO leaderahip. 61" ke cantral committes apd- -a8ta
. LA -earragot centrzl 1eader§hip with lgo Tse—tung;

ity This new party leadsrship was he guaran¥is o

A l‘f‘?’ﬁa‘f\a—ﬁv‘rﬁrg 18

IR , { Gl the Hinesg Tevo.

IS m—w__,_% _
.loraiof ths rara iiluet uiona in the history is of a large,ornate

- ‘buixding.v’tha "Site of the ‘J‘Buny‘i Confernncen

In answer to a queation

:Wittfogel_atated that Mao

came to leanership a Taunyi in 1935, If that
i

is so,and it seems un

deniable then why did 3ao baok data the whole ever
by & yaar and make it take place £t the officia

1 Congrees of the Party?

Cle:rly becouse he was himself uneasy atout the

unorthodox way in which
________.-r——-‘ .

he had actually obtainea the leaderchip,vwith no

reference to the Comin

whataoeveﬁ\Similarly the Paking Hietory mekes a pertial concession to
N e

the facts of Teunyi by claim

2ing ¥=20 was elected at "enlarged mesting”

in order ta

give him g semblance of orthodoxy In fact the meeting wae

a erucialiy contracted one\aigzhad won the third round. }f_j;_aﬂ——

\\Ef:g°3o the communidta consol;duted their hold in Sh;nsi firat at .”
Pao An, then after the 83

on inC1u=nt in \nlan.But

Yoo still had one battll{_

‘o fignt that was neither aiailnat the J;panese nor the rs'.Cheﬁ\ KUo-

ELEQ_EEE‘ﬂeff“BPTEf?El in Lzﬁvgart

opposed mac’s _policy of peanant!

¥ for ten ymars he had conaiatently

5 noviﬂté claiming that they wore J
defeat for all”elogan
which stated that the communists should only partioipate-in
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inapplicable to Chine(19),and in snswer to ‘a0t g*
in enaﬁl




'. thoée canpaigns aguinet the Japunase that would aid them

1n their own'
oampaign agains$ the notionaliats Chang offered his crm ajcgan of ”victd

for all",aiming at a eincere und concentrated United Pront,with the'goal

N of libaralizin the KMT‘The two proposals were.

debated at a conferenca

i' in Lochuen in Ootobar 193?ﬁP“t seceording to annp,ﬂao closed the meating
[ ———

when _apinion t&rnel against him.Early inYl 38{0hang wes exuellod from

tha party and many of his followers were killed .{20 M 0 had won the fourt

S

argely

and final rnunu and was now uﬂdiaputed lender of the CQP, :

What Len "he said of theae ten yearﬂ°”he stery still remaine 1

a oollection of h;pothésea_atrung along a line of esecertai

naplé fao
ﬂuﬁ%éb@ﬁagpx &4 } Fne mejor source of much of North'e 1nfor

13 fron interviews w*th\aﬁadg Kuo-t'ao or from Il Ang'a book;

both highl?‘ﬁfagggg_;burces as. he himaelf adnita.other mein aourna::

or ‘to Mao's ovm biogranhy in Snow which containa some definite liea anw ﬁ‘

JY'ﬁ _
natural]y untold distortions\The account in the Peking Hiato“y is a2 . i

——

simpls glox ification of Mao,"ho """"

aa
—-————"'—'—-‘——-———___._._

e
confLsing factors are eimply

gnored . For this period there is no mention of the Comintern,of Hang Ming
i Li—san.Chang Vuo--tt

and whera bath Ruasian 1nf1uen = and

20 or Po Ku,the =tory is’ eimple nnd ooherunt,andéa
completely falseliao's own
—

T

but seems in

aitobizypraphy has passa sas of graat frankqﬁﬁn

gerersl to show #50's own desire to appesr orthodox,As for
T OTRodox

Snow's enthusionm Tor the communism nnd the versonalities he found in

Yenan,one can only say that natural snuipothy for the YW7 made him over

senerous f'he history of these ¢ _Ymzes,the orgonization of the soviets ang

indead thé{%anufﬂcture from above\or =oviets that Tr.taeky had

againot in Problems of the Chinese Ravolution,as well as the irecidental

purses,lead one to zee the revolution during

rarned

this period as imposed Prom

abova by 2 very small elite,r

ather than aes the expression of a genuine
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revolutionary snirit by the pcéacants and workers of Chine,
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1. Tieon’ Tmtaky.?mblems or the O‘ulneqe Revelution.¥hat ia happsning"
S China? HoV-9,1929. :
Edgar Snow.Red star over China,(Hoderbd L"brary ed) psdTl
Tecture hy l{arl “1%tfogel, the theoretioal basis of "amimem.Aprﬂ
3 . o 1961.
4o Snow idid pp.i.74-5 '
L Ben:]amin -Schwarz.Chinese communism ond the riae of .‘:'lao -p.145 [/’ :
&.'S'now 1h1d u.lBO

(18 Paking h:lltogg B 366-7{
“19.North 161d 7165 —
20. m.m p 180




