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HAO TER-TONS1 SEFRY OF AN TEVeSTIGATION OF THE PRAGANT MOVEMYNY IH HUNAX (7ob, 1527)

1. AGRARTAN REVOLUTIOR ' . . 5, 1527)
Beri suensse of the Paasant Froblam, On e thirty—tvo-day A, ob, B
b.lpes'&an seur of fivg Esien (districte OT sountias) of Hﬂm-—ﬂahngtu. Hedang.
Baiang, Hengehun, Iiling, ang Changshaw-I save sollaoted o conwid arably body of eater-
faln by lstening carefully to reports made L eXperiansed pessants and cope
rhdes in $he peasant Wrensit 2t inforeatory Destizigs held bobth in comnty-seats
: sant movemans ‘diractly sontrndios what we have
‘Eankow and Changsha, Somg wniqus incidents buve LeYer
These onditions, I think, prevail ip other vrovincee
&galnet the peasunt movement =ust ba controverted o
8 eYTOnaous dacisions of $ha Trevolutio '

GO¥iramyni; in Tegord to the neasan
- w,.fgpe:rewolu’aionjhsnerit_ in the The rurtner
.- HOVeBant 1a & iremendous problem, Within & ghorg
U anke vl Tiée in Oentral, South, and Horth China,
2oveTer ‘strong, ©an restrain them, Thay wil
and rugh towards a.rgad of liberetion,

s

‘a4 1454 them or urittolss them bah

v e h Pidsinds, sat o goniny Vil pogs shos

Tevolationaey parties oitader will Be

A

. Supsa Q(’E'!
EE SAUETOLS sifuati

. ﬂ.ﬁ!g;ip&cgion-and
: %

B I."t ) Orgrnise . Tha Hunanese peasant movement, as regards the wc-ll—oz‘gn.nizad
countIre-in centrs) ang southern Hunan, can be divided into two stazan: the firat
- being that of organiszation, fropm Jenvary to Septenter 1926, Within, thin atage,

wan
' ing of Chpo (Obao Hang-hat,
$9¥ernor of Fungn), the total Remvership of the Feasant

Aecociationg g1q 400,000, and the ZAgres undar their

oGt command d +J00,000.  There were faw instancos of
emfliot hencs there was only & 11%tls oriticisng from the g
diffarant elopgeg erd, Because members of tho Paasant A esociations parved
($ae Tevolutionary army) se guldes, scouts, and coolies, @ even
Zavouradly of ‘them. The sacond, or 8Ty,

5o Jenuary of thig Ye

", whole fanily;
- sBtire poasantry
Livgapg, Changahs, 1.
Leiyang, 08t _ths can
into the Pespunt fg " & Aftgr crganizing themselvgs
extenzively, sh : Thus, within four months, an wm-
... Precedentoed egrariaen revolution broke out. ot o

\‘.)U 7 "Down with ihe Village Boases (t'u-hao) and Bad Gentry, All Power Bplongs to
? ithe Peasan Associatfans, &ftor the peacants orgenized themsalves, a uon-'-anaugd.
RaJoT tarzate of Wolr aitack wore %Be t'u-hao, bad gentry, and llegitinate

landlords, ae vell e the old patrierchal ideology, corruption of city offiaials,

and undnsirabdle village customs, This attack was 1like a hurricane: only those eould
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arvive whe bent to 1%s force. As A resuli, privileges of tha feudsl landlerd
closs, thousands of yeare old, wers totally ewept away. Thelr prestige and
prerogatives vere altogetior abolished. After the overthroew of Sha gentry's
pever; the Pomaent Agsocisiions Vecams tha only orgess of power ard "xl) pever’
to the Paecani Assoclafions® becans literally true. Xven such 4rifine &8 QUATTELE
detugen MArTisd couples were referred to the Pessant Ascoclstioas for sedtlcnent.
‘Y-!o prodlen could ¥s colved indspondantly of the Peasant A umociation membarship,
shode overy ward passed for & comaand. In the villages tho Peasant Assooiations bo-
oauy ‘the anthorily for everything (seeing ta it that), "whatever was prcuiced, was
done.,® Outsiders could gosment only favourably, nok critinally, ou the Yeasant
Associasions. Bad geniry, t'u-hao, mnd illegitimete landlords were deprived of
sheir right of free spegsch; {sc) xobody dared to volca objaotions. Under the .
 Pensant Assootation ragime, the top-layer $'u-hso ané bad gentry fledt to Shanghal;
the socond laysr flad to Hankow; tha third Jyer to Changshe, end the fourih layer
to the countjreeats (hei¢a oitles), while the emall fry of the Zifth layer and
belov surrsndered to $hg Pamsant Amsocintions in the villages.
"I gsnsFitrsa ten dollnws, 80 pleass let ms jJoin the Pemsant Asecsiation,®
plasded the saall-fry bad genbry. ‘
“Hal Wao cares about yowr blgody money?? enswerad the pstesnta.

. Neny ziddle asd pmall landlords, 28 well as Tich and middle psasaunto wio
forneriy opposed tho Pemasnt Ascocistions, now befifjed for admiesion to thewm. I
Rt & numder of thoke people in the places I visited, and they saldr "I bag the
comnileaioner from the copital (Changsha) to endorse melf

[ U UF P

A% the timg of ths Nenchi dynnsty, when the population census was made, thers
wers dwo iinds of cgasvs, one regular and snother subsidiary. Decent peopls wers.
roglstersd ihy in the regular cenauc and bad elamanta such.as bandite, etc., were
registered in the subsidinry census. At provent the peasanis in poms locnlities hava

| thresiensd ttome.who opvosed thg Péasant hssooiations with the remark: “You will '
" be Fegiutiorad in:ths dubsidiary csnsus!i¥ o o
_ “"Phosg who vare RITA)d of deing registered in the subsidisry census irisd by
Wexious means %o gaim admisaion intc the Peasant Aasociatione, not resting siil
 .thelr names were Looludyd in-the rosters. Ofugn the Peasant Asaociationn refused
catsgorically and threw them out; then they spent thelr days in susperec, like hong=
leos wendprgrc. BSuch a condition 1s called PTo ling" (1it., a lone wanderer) 1n
the locul slang. Thus, the sowcalled "peoasant soclety® tiuat was dgwpised by most
pespla Tovr montha ago has Tecome & thing of glory today. Those vwho kilelt Thefors
the geutry now knasl before the power of the veasants. Indisputably, the nituwatica
bafore last October and that &fter i% helong to two {different) worlds.

I
e
~,

Yery Bad and Very Good. The peasant revolt in the countryside awakened the
gentzy fPom tasir pveet dramme, When the news reached the oities from the villagzes,
the wrban gendry protested tumultumously., On first arriving in Changshs, I net
peuple 9f different backgrounds mnd haard a lot of gossip, IFrom the middle socinl
strata $o the KT right wing tha general comment was: "very had.® Fven acie
revolutionery {-minded) paople did not object to thim coument, especially when
thay used tholr imaglnstion & to the cenditlons 4n the countrysids. Soms pro-~
gre1olvy ¢lerentis only ramarkasd mpologetically: "Though this 1s bad, 1% is in-
evitabla during the prosess of revolution.! All in all, nobedy entirely denied
the apitkst "bad." But ac pointed out previously, 1t 1le actually the rieing up of
the bast peamant masses to cccomplish thalr historic mission} it 1s the rising
up of the democratis Forces in the countryslde to overthrow.ths feudsl forces in
the villagas, which is the troe zonl of the national rgvolution, Sun Yat-zen
‘devoted forty ysars to tke nationa). revolution) wiat ke wanted dut falled to
rchiave has bsen accomplished by the vpeasants in & fow monthe, he patriarchal,
faudsl tiu-hao and Bad gentry, together with tho 1llegitimate landlords, were
not oply the foundation of the dictstorial ragima of the past sevaral thovaand
years, (but also) the $oole of the imperialists, warlorde, end corrupt officials,
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This 10' & great achieYemsnt unpracedentsd in $hg past forty yesrs or os¥eral
‘$housend yoora, Thiw is "very geod'--nod in tho lesst 'bld:./r.né not at wil
tun

. Uyeny Sed,R Yo xive cradite whare they are dus, if wa 2lle oints %0 S

: ./} $hg secomslishnents of the domocratic revolutium, tha mchievements of the L

o, o, wdag dvellers s1d 3he ailitary units rate only $hreo polnts, while tho ramalning

: v Ky - points ¢hould go to the peasanta 4n thelr ¥uFal ravolution. The ccmment

i Yery Wud® gs obrigunly on argmment to Earve he lnt rests of tha laudlords ond

: f\@" \/ : annkng 48 is obricvaly an urgumsnt of lns $0
V4 oIdfm‘or_—‘ﬁ__l_!dw__ s asta , {6

Sl 1s obvliously sn nati-ravolut af %, Ho revuluticuary comrede &

a Tepers suoh rﬁ. “I¥ yoa are s pecson 5 Flym revolutionery ideology and

w4014 the couwitryside, you will sxperispce & satiafacilon never relt Beforoj tans
of $huusands »f slaveu-~the peicants—are averthrowing thelr san-eatiug sneiy.
¥ha sofion of the pensants is entirely correct; their actlon 1s Myary good{"
M¥ory geod® 13 & elogen of the peasants and othar Tevelutionary groups. &A1l
revolutionary comrades should realize thet the national revelotiosn raguires &

; tTawmendoas shangs in the viilages. e Revolution of 1911 442 not echlove such & change,
Lo ~ ead dherefors 1t folled; now there ie evoh a changs, and 1t is ong of the major . i
o feoters-in ko accorplishment of the revolution. Every rsvolutionary comrads should
“puppors this movementi ctherwlse he v against the rsvolution.

+
. S Protlen of ssas." Another group of people say!? "Poasant Associstions
o aonld ¢ T’Eﬁfpﬁ."ﬁ TEoIX notions are 400 excessive.d  This 4s the argument of
N | - th¢ middligeof-the-road group, IDut what ars the feote? %he peasants in the : ‘
i vilisges have lnteed been Wdinorderly.” The power of the Feasant Assoclntions ";
i being suprema, the lanilordo have Deen prohibited from mpeaking ©p arié, their praetille
Lo is wiped ou, %This 1s like sbeppirg or the landlord afier striking him down.
: - phrase Ap coined, "ALl Mandowners ave tiu-hao sad all gaatry are bad.” In some . :
: . pluces those who ownad f£ifty moa of land o morgwele autcmatloslly called tlu-hmo
and thoss who wore lorg gOwRe vere all branded as bad gentry. Xhelr #"Xamas Delng :
‘ reaorded in the subsidiary census", t'u-hso and bad gentry were fined, reguired 5
%0 meXe contributions, and hsd thelr nedan chairs smashad, |Houe psople forced
Ahedr way into the homys of t'u-hao and bad gentry who were hostile %0 tEe
Pessont Agsogiatioi, snd killed Wbaly pige and commondeered thelr grain. The
: ivory beds of tha daughifern end dnughtera—ii-iaw of the tiu-hao and bed geniry :
ware steppad upon by the dirty feet of the peasante. On_g?_a_]_.i&ul_m%;}ln o
M men wera pursdod down the streets, wearing tall paper hats (euch aa are worn ) !
AT *c'_ WHMW). "¥iie gentry! Now comos our dayi® Adtions vere i
’}{ » uhrgatrainsd; things were turmed upslde down, and terror awept gome of tho villages. .
) Thig is want 6ome Paople called "sxcasses", "going to the othier axtreme" or
Tungpeakable,” This kind of comment aprnesrs sunerficéally correct, but actually it

is erTOngOVSs,

a

Firet, thas abova-mentioned incldents vere the result of opnrassion by the
%lu-hao, bad gontry, and illeglitlzate landlords, who bore down on the paessnis
with thelr pcwer and rrivileges. Thuc {(the passants') tamultuous resistance is
only a rasction. Their resletance 1s most tntensiva snd disorderly vhare t'u-hae
bod gentry and illegitinat landlords have wranked the worst damags. The peasanta!
ayar make no mistekas. is bad snd who_is not_badi] who should be punished most
aeveTely and who should be punished lightly: the peasante Judge this most clearly;
only very seldonm do they hend out undeserved verdicta., So aven Mr. Tlang Mong-hsiao
(Genarnl Ttang Shepg-chih, militorist supporber of the Wohan government) once said:
"When the prasants attacked the t'u-hso snd bed gentry in the villages, they wers

v P right in nine out of $on cacan.*

',‘ Becondly, revolution iz not & dinner-party, nor litaruary com-osition, nor |
nainting, nor embroidering. It caanot be dona sc delicately, so lalsurely, so ‘
gontlemenly, and m *gently, kindly, politely, plainly, and modestly" (quoted from
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the Asalacie of Gonfuciva), )__B.a*clution is insurraction, the violeut mction of

ORe ciafs overthroving the power of snother. An agrarian revolution ies a revolution
W by the pemcantry to overthrow the power of the faudel lzndlord olees, If ‘
the peasanie do =04 spply great force, the power of the landlerds, gonsolidated over
Shousands of years, Can Ra¥ar ds uprootsd. Thare must de a revolutlonary tidal wavg

the comntryaide in order to mobilien tens of thonsands of Peasants pad weld them

in%o $his grant forcs, The axcesmns deseribad mbova recult from the tromendoun
rovclutionery enthunsiasx of the pensantp. In the second (revolunonary) stnge of the
DPeasant movexent, such achs ura eIy naonecsary. In this mpcond nboge, an abrolute -
PaRInnG pover wuek B’ aotadliashed, no eriticisy. ofhjha_zimg_gsbcint_ignn shoald
e alloved; tha gentry's power just bg tctally liquidatnd, the gentry Kiooked down,
eVell trodden upon. All ¢xlesmas 4n the secoud -atige-have & revoluticnary slgnificance,
In fing, Q}L:j.}_]_n_ s shonld ba %u a stute of terror for a trief period; othorwiae,
. somter-revolutionery & a8 in{4he-wil ot Do euppresced, and the
Lent$ry!s power camnct be overthrown, To correct wronge oms must £0 0 the other

' extramg, +d thout vhich they cannot bg rigiated. The srgument of thig group (againsg
prasaat Fgxoamies’) appanrs ruperficially different from that of the former EROUD]
25 An Ferlity 1t 1s baged on the fe2e viswpoint, being an argorent for thy
inderocte of the privilaged landlord class. This kind of argunent retards the

. davelopment of the peasant movemsnt end BeTVer %o sabotage the revolution, Y,
caneat but oppose it rirmly, : ' :

e = A

ﬁ;aummor RETOLUTICH, fhq “pii~teu" movement (1.e. the movement of

- ural “undezirobles®<yamars, gemblors, loafers, ed al.),

'+ The XKM3 right wing claima: "The peasant mowement is a p'i-tzu movement=—a
MOYomen$ of peasant loifors." This argument was widely cireuletsd in (Qhangeha,

. Whent 1 vigited tha villagen, the gontry told ma: "Peasant Acsociations ar's allright,
T Rhatr prouest lotderekip Av wmuacceptable and should bs replaced. This comment
ka3 the sams momning.ss Shat of the (XHT) right wing, namely, $hst the Peasant movams it
1s all right {16 being 8lroady in exintence, no ons darss to say otherwiss); but
that the proceut Tsades o the ponsant Zovemunt aro not all right, astaclelly thooe
i fhy lowar uilte, . all of whom are allegedly p'i~tyu vho used to £0 arouvnd in wrn-
ou’ shass, caxTy droken mitrellas, wpar bluae gowns, and gamblae. In brief, all those
who nged to De dospised and trodden down ty the gentry, wvho hnd no social standingg
&84 wern daprived of thatyr right to smeak, are now ralaing thoir heads. They are
Bof ealy raising their heads, tut are holding pover in their hands, Thay have
bacome kings of the village Peasant Assooiations (the lowest units of ihe Pemeant
Aszoeiaticns), whish they have turansd into deadly weapons. They put thair musculr,
svebminth hands on the heade of tha geniry. Thay bind the bad gentry with ropan,
yut tall paper bats on thom, and parade thmm through ths villagns, Their crude
Cursen sTe hesrd every day by the gontry, Thay give ordara to all, standing ahove
811, where praviously they stood bolow. Hence this 13 called "abnormal N

Bevelutionary Van d oy Revolution Herogs. An fsqus or a .peresn cgn bg
viewed Txm bw oppoLing anglesf taus two contuﬁc%ory arguments oan be arrived
af. Wery good® and _Yvery bod® is one exemple! "plietzu® and "ravulutiomry van-
guard® ig ancther, \As recountad above, the penmants have fulfillad & long
unfulfiiled TevolutISiiry mission, rarforming ths iiajor ‘takk i5-the national ravo-
lution, But is thig revolutionnry mimsion, this major revolutionary tadc, carried
out by all the Deacantry?’ Ko. The Podeantry is divided into three sub-classest
rich, middle, ard poar reasanta. Their sonditions diffar, and go do thaeir concepts
Tegarding the revolution. During $he first stoge, rich peacante (those with cash
and grein surpluses) picked up the news that (the Fatlonallist revolutionary army)
had been routed fn Klangel, thct Chiang Eal-chek had boan wounded 1in the foot and
flown back to Kwengtung, thet Tochow hnd been reocuupied by Wa Plei-fu, and thet
the Pemsant Associations would not last lomg nor wounld the Three Peoplats Principles
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Pontant Aspociation, Homg tha wawbership fae of fifty cants o ore dallsy {thy

=5

(3an-min chu-i) expand, since they had naver existed beforme VWhen nanogars of thg
vizlage Pensant Auscolations (many of tlem p'i-$zu) approached the rich paasantn
vith tho merbership lis$, unying: $Pleass Join¥, soms of the rick peaesnts replied
blandly: *Peszant Asacciation? I have 1ived and $illed tha land here for many
decades tub hgve Raver heord of aay Pensant Ascodiation; yet I sdill eat my rice.:
I advisg you not to aturt suoch & thing." #%o hell with the Peasant Agsociution;
heads will roll and troubles flow," sngersd other rich pesszats, But bellave it or
2o%, tha Peasant Alroniefsinm‘ have laetad sevoral months alrsady snd ¢ven dared %o
oppose the gentry. \Seme gentry ia the adjocent distriots who refused to turn ia

tislr opiwn pipes were arrested and pavadyd—ehzough.the villages Dy the Femsant
Associations. BSome Dig genity in the oitlen were aven Eillad {#tch &u Yen YTung~

ehtiu of Heinngien cr Xamg Chili-toe of Ningbeiang). On the anniverzary of ths

Ootodber revolubion, st enti-British rollies, and al the general colebration of the
vietory of &y Northarn Xxpedition (of 1926~27), more then 10,000 peasants raissd

Yanders ©f vorioas eices, cmidst poles and hoae, &nl paradsd iz greot uirength,

Thon thy rich petsuats began to fesl parturdsd. At the celobration of the victory

of the Horthern ¥xpsdition, they heard that Xiukimng kad fallar, that Chisng Kai-

sbok hed nst Deen woundad in tie foot, and that Wa Plei-fu had firally basn dofeated. }
Alzé Gha slogans "long 1ive the Ihres Paople's Principles, “Yong live the Psasant

. Aezsoslations®, and *Long live thy pensante® eppeavad clearly on colomful handdille,

“Ioon; 1lys the pramirta; 40 thesa. men caserve thati" The rich poasantn ware .
deeply &isiurbed, The Peasant hesooiation thus acsuamed ah important role., Ita

!
. mexdors said to tha Tich peasenis: FYour namss will Ue regiktered in the smbeldiepy . |

Gensual® and *In s month, the neubsrehip feo for new-comers will bs ten dollarei?
' Tndar such condf{tons and thraats the rich Peasents gradually beean %o join'.t‘hm.,

stipulated fey 43 ten cents), and soms were admitted only' through the goed offices of
a| third party. Soms dle-harde st1)ll refused e Join the Pemsant Ausoclations, .
When 3K yich peasants gnrol An the Peasant Amsocisi lons, they usuelly put down fbe
nsmy of & slxty— or seveniy-yerr-old family patriarsh tecause they wers otill afraid

" of belng senseripbed. . They did not work enthusisctlcally for the Pesgunt Asgociations,

— RS oYen ofter jolning, but remainad pacsive,. As %o She
niddie paasants” (Shone having no surplus cagh or grain, nor debte, but bdarsly maintaine
ing & -living), they adopted & wavering attitude, ihinking that they would not

~ benwfit much from the rovolution. They hed rice in the pot and vere not distwrbed by
" ereditors dnocking at their door et aidnight. On the basis of tpracedant® fhey '

broodad: "Kill tho Pamsant Ansoclations survivei! MAre the Three Poople's Frinciples |
going to lugi?® Thelr consolation wass "Probably nosi® They held thot everything would -
Un declded by the W11 of Hoaven. YOrganizing a Peasant Asgoocletiohe=yho knows

whether -the will of Feavan favow's it or not?® In the five: sfage, when zen Bers

of the Pozsant Associatin MEEAME entersd the houesholds of the widdle peasants with

tha Peasant Lssoolstion roster and said: *Plamse joinl" they anewered "Do not rush

ngl® Only when ihe Pearant Ageociations bacame vory powrrful in the second stage

444 the middle peasants Yegin %o join up. They are bettor than rich Paagants as

Tsasant Associctiop membere, bub rarely bacome activa, and retailn thelr wavering

sttitude. Only ome group in the coun rysids hes fought hard and relantlessly from

the 7exy startt the poor passants. Out of the sworat stege into the open stage, 1%

was $hay who fought, who organirad, and who did tha revolutionsry work., They alone

weTs fhe desdly enpmles of the t'u-hao and bad gontry, vhoses dnstions they attacked
uireearvedly. They alone wers capabls of doing the destructive work, They asked the

rich ard mlddle pzasants: "Wy Joined the Peanant Asnociation long ago, wvhy do you

. hesitete?” The rich and middle peasants answesad sarcastically; "You have not a slngld

tils above you, nor & nesdle-aised (strip of) land benrath Fou-=naturally you joined
She Pensant Assgclationit’

I% i trus that the voor poasants hava nothlirg to lose. They ars the outoazte or
semi-outcasts of the village, and some of them are literally Ywithout a single tile
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above and without a st®ip ef land below!. Why ghouldn't they join the Pessant
Agscaiation? Accarding to an investizetion mady ab Changshd, the poor pensante
. coustitutod eoventy per cent, the middia neezente twenty por oent, and th: i
. . peasants ten pex cent. (of the totol) paasantry. The noor pessents can be furdher |
: | classifind e2 wory poor and poor, The Very voore=iventy out of the (total) eeventy ;
pe¥ Setb-~tys ontirely rithout cecupation, naving Relther land nor capitel; with .
bothing to live on, they have to mmx bacomq solddarsz, or hirsd hands, or beggars or
‘bandita. The romeining fifty per acat conefitube the poor (pedsants} wha are
. paréially vithout cecupation, but who Lave & littie land or capital, though not
AR oXONEh 40 Acet tho!r expencen. Thue they su’for all year loug-—handicsaftsmsn, *
 Semznis. (exampt vich tcnanta), and owner-tenants. (The percentags of poor peasaots
- Bay be lees 14 gfhgr hsien than Changsha, but the &iffsrsnce is eiight,)

- . Thie-mildidudinous uase of poor pessants is the eore of tha Peasant Ansoclatinng,

‘ L) Y0 T GVerthrGiving of faudal forces, accomplithing the not-yete '
scammplighel revolntiomary mission, ¥ithont tha poor nessant olsss (in tke words

of fhe gentrys wisthous the p'i-tsm), a6 revolntionary cornditMas would exint as jhay

89 now 1a rurel areasp asd tho t'u~hao and bad gankry could navsr be overthrown $0. .
Sowplsta the Jomocratic revolution. Zhe poor peasants (ompecially the very poor} =
Yooeréd $he leadership of the Pessant Assoclntions becauss ey vaTe $ho mout i

~ ?evelttionaiy, During the first snd second ntages (of the peasant movament), the - .
.- gbalemon aud commities membiors in the luwest undts of the Pensant Asgooiations . = E
..+ (¥illage Peasant-Asuociabions) were almost ensirely poor possants. {(in the villags ;

_ -~ Fensant Augooissions.of Hengehan, £if4y por cont of the cadres cams fram $heva¥y o
.=~ PUOE: pekuant olasz, Xorty per cent from the poor pemsant class, end fon per cénd ey
, ; \ figuipoor educated glesentv.) This loade 7 the sonta 19 v o
% whdial, Withoug tho Door pesssnts, the lugion, — 2¢ ﬁog}, .?
p Yav¥olutilon, Thaly 4

‘ [-48- %8 Fogdelt e revolution; a blow at them w a $ia

(L5 Fevoludlonary cowray im frmltless Zrom begimning te ond. They have con§ tha #'ve o

: / kagiand bed genizy *fsce,® Mhey have throwa the big &nd smell tluchao and bad :
] gaukdy to ths ground and have tramplsd.-on than, Many Ysxcaswos" of theirs during i
‘- the Favelublonary perind have been e revolubicnery nedessity. : :

i
4

4
B ]
K- of oertain heien in Huaan haya olrendy comnitted a number of errors. Soms even o
N © dispaished soldiers to arrest the lower cadres of $he Feasant Associstions a% the i
y . Pequost of lendlords, In She vrisons of Hansshan and Hulanghwinng heien, many chaivmgn
% _ and cormities membars of the willage Pemsant Assmoctations ave imerisonsd, Thia "
" orror 1s extromely grava. Unintentionally, it strengthens the position of tha
reactionaries, UYhe mere fact thut the 11llegitimate landlurds rejoiced and that the i
Peactlorary atmosvhere thickened when the chairmen and comaibtne Eembers of the 1
village Feasant Agsociations wers mrrested is rnufficient to gxpoga the miataken naturs l
) {of the arrests)., %We chovld opvose Auch anti-revolutionary slogans as "pii-twm T
! 2ovexant® snd "lary peasant novemant®, whilg taking svacial care not to halp the i
: t'u~hao and vad zentry (even unintentionnlly) by attncks on ihe leading clacs of
; the poor peagants. As a catter of faot, though soma of the Door pensant lesdars hava
- indesd Deen zamblers without gainful cccunation!, tho mujfority of them have uince
Telormed. They themselves ncw prohibit gaudling and clean up Yanditry, Uhera ths
power of the Peasant Assoclations Ls strong, loeal ganbline ia complately prohibited
and bandltry disappgars. In some localitien it ism safy t0 lenve articles unsttendsd
on the rosdside end doors unlocked et night, Aocording to (my) investigetion in
Hongehan, alghty~fiva per cont of the poor respent leaders ars now roformad, abls,’
and Merdverking people, “Only fiftesn per cent still retein oome of thalr bad habita.
Thewe can only be called "a fow undenirable elemants®, but onn should naver imitate
the slander of the t'u-hao and bad gantry by branding them ag "pli-tzuP, As regards
thene "fyw wndesircble elemsnte®, Peasant Arcociation disclnline ghomld be improved
by mass propaganda and individual training among them, under the slogan
"strengthen the disoirling of the Peatent Associationsi? Indiscriminate arrests by
i - soldlers, which cost tho failth of she poor versant clars and strangthen the positicn
of the t!u-hao and bad gantry, shonld definitely ba avoided. Tais point deserves the
. utmost attention,

ibne halen ma.gi.stra.téz, heolen Perty han.dan.rtérs. and the Peasunt Associntions




