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1 n‘ftrat ‘pitntad in_g;gzgg on June 30, 1923 as. nis sontiibue

;ourth and - lnat hon niet Obng:oes. The articla tas~

'ngugiopgﬁ azd aleo in Vol. r:: 6 BiE

Zguhur 1t forms_tna firut srtiola 57 “ghe- sectin

This iauthe firs% tima it has been translated Jnto'Englihh.
;-r Foreut)

T thtnk that, alang with the alogan "tne governnent of
fworkerfn and paaaanta" it is timaly to brinv forward tha
slogen, ‘Wine Unitad etaton of Europe“ ‘Only in the union
‘of thegs two Rlogans oan we ;cquire a oertain pe;gpagtive,

an etaps in our approuxoh to the more burning questions of
Europesn ﬁevolopment. _ ‘
£he 1aat3imp§tiéiiat’war waz basically a Euxopean wax.
The,episodio‘pd&ﬁi&iﬁifidu of Ameriom and'ﬁipgn did‘nbt alte:
its real character. Having got what it wanted, Ameriba,
ﬂhllad 1ts hand out from the Europesn conflagaration and

-returngd honme.
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The oapitslist productive foroes whioh had éhtgroin

,the t:ﬁue of !uxopﬁgn_national atates ware the motivating

:oroeﬁ of‘thq war. Germany had set iteelf the task "4

. ozganiss Europs¥, ;.e. of an eqonamio unf%y of the luiopoqp

cbntiﬁhnt under its leadership 1n‘oider uftorwarda.genuinely‘
to hesxn the struggle againsth England for wa:ld ‘domd inktion.

¥Fxonce poaad as its task the smaehing up of Gemeny. The

numarically small population of France, ite overvhelmingly

sgraTisn oharaoter, ths consdrvatiem of its economic forme

make sven the posing of the provlem ~=the organisation of

‘-lurope-out of resoh of the Frenon bouvgeoimie. The solutien

of thie taek nag proved s bigrer bito thsn Garman oamitaliam

”oould ohew, armed as it wae by the military machine of the _
hﬂnhenzo.lerne. ?1atorioua France now sustaine ite dominatidﬁ.
;ﬁny - Balkanization of Euzope. Great EBritain 1nutigntes and
) 5,rpotoots tne rrenoh polioy of ‘41 pmemboring and draining %hc

'Tﬁatrangtn of EurOpo, oonooaling 1ts pole with tradztional hypo— s

orisy. As s répult, our hapless oontinent ip out up, dis~
membered, exhausted, disorganized, Balkanized, transformed
into an insane aaylum, The Ruhr occupstion is & manifesta-
tion of violent interference combined with a shrawd sohame

(the definitive diememberment of Germany) - combination

‘more than onoe obmorvad by paychiatry.

Just ag the need of the productive forcee for a broat.
arena of development,sleared oustoms barriers, lay at the
basis of the war, so theoocupation of wie Runr, so disaxtrou
for Furope and for humenity, ie the distorted expreagion of
+the nced for ocombined development of coal from the Ruhr and
iron from Lorraine. Europe oannot develop 1ts abondmf
within the state~oustoms limitations which bave been forced
vpon it by Versailles. It must remove these restriotlons,
otherwise it 1 threatened with completo esonomic descline.

But the methode whioh the ruling bourgecieie adopts for
eradicating the limitetions which 1t has oreated only in-
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M:gl‘aja ?ranco- And @axmany and- rrance oamprase the baslo

crease the chace and hsatan the fall.

" The 1ncapacity of tne bourgeoiaie to. rasolve the. bakie
| qdﬂntiona of the economic reatoration of Zuropes is revealsd.
'fall the more olearly to tne toiling masges, The slogan of
"a vorkers! and penaants' government“ meote only haltwny thin
growing_dogtre or-tno toilqrs %0 find & way vut througt their
‘owm fbrcaa.- It ;a now ﬁecesaary more conaretely to point the
way outi this ig the olose eobnomio.qooperationubf the nations
o7 Eprope at the ohly means o: ssvtng our contineht from |

éonnonic decay and anﬁlavement *0 powerful Amerlcen capital.
-Amerion has gone away frea Euroﬁe, ctimly evalting
‘the day whon tne _agongy of Europeﬁn'aounomy will xeaon tags.

>stage when 1% will be poasibla to buy Europe unlite Auutziu!-n

- 'for ehsap monoy. Bu* F:anoe oannot leaxo hsrmany nor-oermany

‘fnunleuu of. western Europa.- Hore ie tno’ begiuning aqd end of
T_ths Eurapaan problem. All rne rapt is only. aupplomentnry..
}Thex ‘tne Balknn ntatas are incupable of living =nd “svoloping
outaide of the fedaration wa nava regognized long berora the
impexiuliat war. The aame thing applies to tne ‘remnante of
the Auatroonungarian Empire and tha western parte of the
Tsarist Impire whioh have remanined outeside of the Eoviet
Union. 7The Apeninnes, Pyranees sand Bcnndigavia 8TYe Organg
of the Burovesn body which ﬁave baen puphed into the ooean.
They oannct exiet independentiy. The oontinent of Burope

at the given lejel of its productive forxoes is an eoonomio

9The veference is to the Genava agreement whereby tne League
loaned Austria 745 million gold kron., of waioch, howsever,
sh8 actually got only 585 million since Xagland, France,
Italy and Orzecheslovekia took 37%. Austria was, in addition,
daprived of its indepsndence and put under s League proteg-
torate.»-Tr,




unzt, not entirely 1nuu1atad of oourae, but 1ntornn111 highly
1nterdepondent, as 10 revealed in the terrible oatastropha

.'ot impexialist war and onos aore in the mad axtaok on the_V

s

'!nnhr luropc ip not a gaographioal but an oconomio tOrm,

e

S ferm 1noomp&rably more conoreto than tho world: market, Y 3
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paoially in the preaent, pogt~war oonditions. If in rélation
~ to ‘ine Balkan peninzulc, we have long »ecognized ths neceesity
of federation, then it ie now tlmo to pose thia task cloarly
and precisely 1n relation to the Ealkanizatton of Europe.
. There remuing the quéstion of the Boviet Union on th&
' one nand mnd ax izat Britain on the otnax. It is seif evident
that the Sovict Union will mot oppose a federative wien of
Europe vxtn'Euxope. By tnat token there ia guaranteed a atablq -
bridge hotween Europa and Apla. -
The question about Great Britain 18 daoided more

"}‘hcouditionally, dupending upon the tempo of itm revolutlonary
-ﬂ§$dovalopmantl If . the 'government of ‘the norkera and’ poasantn"

'iia viatorioue o the oontinant ‘of Europo, up to %ne° overtnrow
of English 1mperiuliam, whioh is entirely probable, then the
- Euvopean fedaration of workers and peasants will by that token |
be ai rected. ageinst British oapital. It is understood that

B it = T I S ANE -

Trom the moment of the overthrow of the latter the BEritish
1eles will begome a weloome member of the European federation.

It may be agkod: why a Europesn and not a world

e

federation? Sucn a poeing of tne question is extremely
. Bbstract. 0f course, world economioc and Political development

b Nt aa

gravitates toward & aingle world economy, with & degree of

oentralizetion in direot gorrespondence to the technologtoal

lovel. But the problem is not one of 8 future gooialiss

economy of the world, bui to find a way out of the present

blind alley of Zurope. It ie nacessary to show the workers
and peasants of tortured and ravaged Europe a way out -
indepdentent of tne tempo #6 the revolution in Amerios,
Australis, Asin or Africa. TFrom thig point of view tne




 fyom Zuropc--is thug in ths distant dscades.

ﬁ:”auuld not) anait the revolution of Europo, all tho Hore _
'flueanon why Europe val‘ nut and cannot munxt the rovolution e

'Zgn Amertca. worker-peaaant Europa. ‘bloagkaded - in tnn first

military and economic union.

'eipgan:tor the United Stetss of Furope shands on that hig=

" torical place ae Yne dlogen for a workers and pcananjngovh

ornmeatt At 15 a transitionsl elogen, Pointing the way cut,

opening up a perspsctive of rescus and at the same time
=‘enx;uatlng tne toiling maeeAses on She revuldtionary pati.
It would be an error of course to it the entire
rovelu»ionary davclopment 1nto one pattern. ‘America oams out
of the war, not weakened but sirengirened. The internel

'dtability of the American bourgeoisie is atill very great. It
hay xeduced ita depsndence upon tne world market to a minimun
The revolution € Amerina —~1f We are to sbatract ourgelyes
Does this uégn
‘$hot nhe ravolution 4n'Europe muet bé eguated to that in

Amerioa? or gourse not. If baokward Ruaaia did not {1nﬂned

;‘"1nutanoa ny oapitaliet Amerioa and pernaps by Greut Britain ”

ae well, aau au:vive and devalop only on the basis of & olose

. We nmuet not close cur eyesg to the danger of tne
United States presorving & ruined Europe and preparin; at
tha qame time tc usurp its possesmions, whioh mekes espo-

olally urgent &"United States of Euxopean-Workeré and Peapante"

' out of tha nations now bent on runing each other. Thie

counterposition neturally flows from differences in the ob=-
jeotive conditions of European countries and the powoerful
republic on the other pide of the Atlantic. Waturally, it

is tﬁ no degree direoted sgainst the international solidarity
of the proletariat or againet the intereats of the Amarican
pevaduttén. On the oontrary, Ome of the causes of the
retarded development of the revolution in all the world is
the gross European faitva in *Uncle Same® (Wilsoniem, philane
thropio feeding of the starved areas of Europes, Ameriocan
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~ Parties in Europs, the viotory of the Buropean revolution.

" torioal events; we gan say with oonfidencs that the viotory

i’of the xovolution in Europa will, in the courss of severgl

'f«motal for Eu:opa, bu$ the question of - reparatinn ae & whole. '":j'
de’ 1noludsd 1: the soueme of "United States of Eumope' The

®loana", eto. eto.). The quioker the national aanseu of
!uropo regain oonfidance 1n their own forooa, ehattorad vy
the var, the firser will thsy units uader tie nlcgan of ths
union of worker-peapant republioa of Europa, tha faatsr u111
be the devolopmant of the revolution both here and on the
otner side of the ocean. sust as tha victory or the proleterial

in Rucaia gnve a powerful push to the davelopmen: of Oommuniut

te the same and even to an 1noomparab1y greater dagree, will
give impetus to the revoiution in Amarioa, end the whole world.
If abetraoting cureelvee frow Europe, we were aompalled above
to look at the american rsvolution $hrough a miat of devsden,

80, standing on the ground of a more natuxal zequenoe of hig-

yaurs, shukc tha might of the Amerigan bourgeoiaio.

.

Hot only the question of the Huhr. ﬁ.e.‘of haat

quastion-of raparationl is purely a Europaan question and in
the coming period 1t ocan and w111 be resolved only by Europoan
ueana. The Europe of workers andupeaaants will have 1ts
raparation budget as 1t will have 1ts'm111tary budget sc leng
as external dangers threaten it. This budget will be'made up
of aprropriately gradﬁated texen, taxes on capital, confisoa-
tion of war profits, eto.. ;ta distribution will be regulated
by appropriats organa of the European-iorker—peasant redeiatim .
We will not stop to ooncern ourselves with forecagt:
of the tompc of the union of European republics, what eoonomio
and conetitutionsl forms itlwili take, or what degree of oen-
tralization the European econcmy will reach in jhe riréf pario
of tho worker-peaeant regime. Thie can be oalmly left to the
future, tsking into consideration the #xperience of the Boviet
Union whioh has alreedy Beeq‘fo:med on the ground of the old
Tearist Russia. But it is entireiy cleaxr that cusoms barriers
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ﬁ”yhaa an sntirely similay, oompletely parallel aignlrioanoa

"will hava to bo obliterated. ‘Buropeun nationa mast sook ca

luropo a8 an ‘arena of a united and svar more planned cconomw.
' It may, perhaps, be objeoted that v are sutually spoak

dng about a Europsan soocialist federation ae tle 1ndtea)

atege of a futu;e world federation and that this ragimo can
be 7es liged only under the diotatorehip of the prolstarist.

L sili ©o%, hotaver, aﬁoﬁ to oconpider this argumantiuinoo

1t hae slready been subjectad to a ooneiderable 1nternat1bna
enamination in the discuesion of the queation of a 'uortera
government". 7he "United Btetes of Lurope" repreaentu~th§
type of slogen that is in every respeot like the slogen of
“worker (or worker-peassnt) governmant®. #& Is tho

'ﬁprkerapaauant-governmant xealizable outside of:tna dtetator

ship of the proietarias? There cen be only conditional

:anuunxn. In any oase, wo ‘sonsider *he 'workera government'

T

gg_g_ggggg to %he dtotatoruh&p of' the ﬁzalatar;at. In thin

“fpzooiaely%1to= tne: tzamendous vnlue o: tna nlogan. But it

o

in tue slogan “United Gtatesm of Europet. Witnout..his

qupiementaryvélogan-the baslo ru;opean problema are supe

‘pended in mideair.

Does not %his slogzan piay into thé hands of the paois
iatat I do noﬁjthink fhat "leftista" reslily exist who oone-
sider this danger a sufficient basis for toe rejeotioh ot
gna slogan. We live in tne year 1923 and have learned a
little. To fear that tne elogan *United Statee of Burope’

may be intorpreted as pacifism on such & besis or Tather

"absence of basie is to fear the interpretation of the elogan

“worker-peasunt government* ms a demooratio Scuial«Revolu~
tionary proposal. Of couree, if mre to put forward thq
élogan, "United Btates of Europe," ee an indepsndent Program
ag a panagea for puoificatioﬁ and rehabilitation, divoroing
this slogan from that of a workers' government, from she
united front, from the class struggle, then it is eimple %

12658

o e

L

Tt ) e A e




fon

‘ul,ip down to demo»xatiaed Wileoniem, i.e. Xautskyiem, and
We mnt. ropeat, however, that ue ‘1ive in. the year: 1923 and

"aonts a reility. xgutsty wiil not be the one to ncniova and
‘qontrol the asrugele for our slogang. The menner in uhioh we
.pocé the guewstion is directly oppoaite to thgt of Kautskyism,
?ioifinm ip an scademic program, haying as ite task, to obyiati

“_thn.necossity of revoiutionar&-action. On the contrery, our
posing of the quostion Smpels ue toward tne putn of struggle.
And to the workers of Germany (vot tbe Jommunists —athem J
¥e do ot haye %o oonvinoe); and to taskwos in general, pare

;-ftiaﬁlarly she Booialonamnoratio‘workare who féér the.éoonomié-

f coneequnnoea of the atruggle for & Workors governmant; and

ﬁo tno workeraof ‘Franoo whose thought. ie atill ahaoklod to

" the. qusstion of veparations, and state dént; and ta'thouc

'iworker- of Germany; ‘Yrance and ell of Europe ‘who' £#4T that,

 ..tho eauablishment of A’ workars' regime will 1ead. to 1aola$ion
" “.0f their oountrise and to ‘economic decline —-to them. ws may!
‘aven a, Europa temporarily isolated (and 1t will not be sasy
to isolate Europe in tns fooe of tne existence of the Soviet
vﬂnion)tts great bridge of the Eass) will riot merely nurvivo
but will riee and become strong, abolishing the ;ntornal
oustomn barriers and uniting its eoonoﬁy with the béundleaa
netural waalth of Ruscia.
fhe "United States of Europe® is & purely revolutionax
perspeotive, the most immediate aspeot of our 5enera1.revolu-
t%ionary werspective, arising olaarly-from a profound undexr~
etanding of the oonditions of Europe and Auerica. He who
ignores thic basio charaoterietic of the oontemporaxry period,
ne unwittingly smothers the real revolutionary perspeotive inm.

historionl abetrzotions. OFf oourse, m worker-peasent

_lowez £24 in reality, .there is: scmetbing lower then Kautatvtsm)‘

hava-leaxned sonthing. The Oommunist Intarnational now Tepre=
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Juns 15, 1944
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