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by Reya Dunayevsksye Khu#éb"“

‘\; - Because of the herciem _of “the mold of the formh:§Commisaar cf
3 :wdr, the rigors of exile when Stalin won the strugsle fo* power, and-

: o ;f;the trabedy of Trotalky’s assasa:nabion at the hands of a GFU aasassin,

- ‘wuch that has boen written about Trotsky ‘s laier yesr has a.subjecttve .
e e about i%t. iHla last years seem to have provided a ficld‘hay for
'gpsyohological appraaohea cven on Gthe part of pylitical analyqts.

- Regertly, a novel has been published —-and a V' spegialnlbased on it—-,
whioh imputes to irotsky a change in political outlock which rllegsa ly

he was unwilling to admit. Cnly Pevple vho heve nothuughts ot their
i oun can 3o miscﬁbtrue the thoughty of dlhers.
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Leon Zrotsky at no time let the subjective factor enter(;pto 'ﬁ?j
a:y cf his analsﬁs of objective situations. Quite the contrixy. . 7"

remember ong 1ncident uuring the Moscow Trials, when “the uoneraiﬁh

'tarr of nevalution" was killed off by Stalin, and Protalky himg_ elz”
éa anausad of the most heinous crinmes, The Ruasian burecuczioy hed-
he. atute power --and the Iubianka; the money , the brutality, the tot
? disregarL for history anu, motfof eli, the time--a hole dacade-—ln
,which to £abr1cate the gre: test frame-up in all hiutory.

R -_3’?:' " The Mexican press would hold open two columns of space ot

“for Yroteky to answer the chi.rges levelled against him at the Moscov
'Trials~in 1939-38. He had only s couple of hours in which to vrite -
-his angwers--and that only by virtue of the fact that President
- Cardenas intervened in his behalf and asked the press to info
Trotsky of the cherges as they came in on the teletype. ﬂ!? nuver
- knew what the accusations would be, nor what the Year was in which he
~'was alleged to have done tihls or thet crime. Moreover, the Trials -
kxxxnlmxx had come at a time of the greatest personal grief in the -
Trotsky family for the 1ongarm of the GPU had reuched out to kill the
" only living son of T‘otsky, Leon Sedov, It was a predetermined,
insiduvsly planned feat of a master intriguant, calculated %o give
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Trotgky the blow that they hoped would render him incapable of answer-
ing the accusation against himself, that they knew would come in

two short weeks,

12639




'On Laon Tro+aky -2 : : E

Indoed. the death of Leon Sedov inflicted the Qeepeat wound,
and in t gt vulnereble ppot. Ledf Day4dovich and natalia '
Ivanovna ogked thﬂmselvea into thelr room and would’aee nc.one.
For & whole week they aid not come out of thefr room, and only one
person wias permittnd in—-the one who brought them tha ‘medl, an& fooﬁ
"of whioh they partook little. \ ‘

orel atf
Those wore dismal days for the wnolesiﬁggggiigx 485 ia not:

-.gee elther %,.D. ‘or Natalia. We did not ¥mow how they !arﬁd, and

fesred the gonsequences of the tragedy upon them, We movad typowrite
. the ¢{elephone, and even door bells %o theguexrd house. oﬁf of suund

of their poom, Their paxt of the house ‘beoune deathly quiet. " There

‘was an oppreasive air, as i1f the whole mountuin chain ur Hexico wag
* pressing down upon this one housa.

B ‘ Tha blow wis ‘the barder rot only because Ledn épdeé had
‘;_@bédﬁ'their only remsining 1iving child, but also becausé 7
ﬁrbeen Trotsky'a ¢logest literary and political collahorator. ]
Trotaky VBB interned in Norvay, gagged, nod normitted to anawer

- .'4nd ‘charges ievelled sgsinet him in the girst Moacow Tridle (mugust -
.:1936), Sadov ‘had penned Le Liyre Rouge, which, by’ brilliantly ex=' v
“posing the Moscov -falsifiers, dealt an irreparable blow to tho
-prestige of the wPU,
: %n the dark daUSfoter he tregic news had reached us,
- when Lev Davidovi.ch and Natalia Ivanovna werg closeted in their
'-710053 Wy vrote ‘the story of their son's b¢ief 1ife, 1% was tho_é.
firet tiwe. since pre—revolutionary deye thit Trqtaky had. written by
hand, -

On the eighth dey, Leon Protsky emerged from his room. I vas

petrified at the sight of him. The neat, meticuloua Leon Trotaky
.had not shaved for & whole week, His face was-daeply lined. [His
syes wers swollen from too much exying. Without uttering a word,
he handed me the handwritten menyseript, Leon Sedov Son, Friend,

___a__...._i_-——-—-—

Pighter which contained some of Troisky's most poignant writinge
"I told Natalimr of the death of our son," reead onerpkaaagef "in

the same month of February in which, 32 years &ago, ehe brdught to
me in jail the news of nis birih., Thus ended for us Phe day of

Tebruary 16, the hlackest day in our pPrsonal llves....mdgether with
cur boy has died everything that atill renained young within UBaes”

!t
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< . ot even this great grief did not diw .!.rotslqr' ardor ffo,r the
revolutinna:w cause. 'i‘he pamphlet was dsdicated "fo the' prolafarian‘f

..youth. . T£ the GPU had coinied on this blow to diaab*e uiﬁ ‘they
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{‘pounted on the ¥rong man, . . S
The rbllowing rorning, the papers carried the announeament or
the Third Mosccw Trisls (Harch 1938), ‘ : ' -
R Trotaky labored iste into the night. One day he waz up at 7 ¢
| Bale ar:d=wrote until midnight. The next Gduy he arose ai 8" ‘Balle ‘and
worked atraivhi through to 3 a.m. the following moming, The last
day o® the week he did not 80 to sleep until five in the marhing¢
"He drove himzelf harder than any of his sta!f.
hm "The 01d Men",as we celled him affectiona.tely, w:r.:ote
‘an. ava*age of 2,000 words a day. He gave atatements o +h¢ HAHA,
Cy wha UP, AP, Hawas Agence, France, the London Dgé;x_gzg__ggh ‘and to.
" tha Mexican newspapers. His declarations were also issued .ﬁ} the
_ Ruaaian aud Gorman ln.nguagea. The material was dictated :I.n{ Russian.
L vmile T trangoribed the diotstion, the other secretaries. chpsked ove
‘date, name, and place mentiored at the trials, 2rotoky dem fided meti.
'é;cua.oua, odjective resenrch uork/t!n the seccusers hed to be tumad b
iu'z:o the accused. : -
Yot so unused to aub;jectivﬁum was thia ravolutionmy
that hs was deeply incensed when the daily presa printed "rumoura“
- thet Stalin:hed,at no time, been\a revoiutionist, but had alwa;s
“been "mgent of the Tsap" and was now "wreaking vengsance."  yna,
1 brought him the newspapers which carried this oxplanation of
‘the blood purge resuliing from the Moscow Trials, Iroteky exclaimed,
»"But Stalin vas g revolutioniet!n e
"Walt a moment," he cdled to me as I was leaving
the room, "We'll add g posteript to today's article.” Here ia what

~ he dictated:
"The news has been widely aspread through the press, to

the effect that Stalin 2llegedly wac an agent provocateur duxing
Tsnrnsm, and that he 18 now avenging himself upoit his old enemies,
I place no trust whetsoever in this goassip. From his youtb Stalin

was a revolutlondst. A1l the facta abou’this life beur witness to

i
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\;thia, To- reoonstruct hig b:l.ograpmr ax_poat fac to means to ape “the
p"aaent reactionm hureaucracy

Agedn, when the John Dewey Commission of Irauiry into ths Charges
!4 Mainst Leon Trotaxy had brought in the verdict: Hot Guil‘l_:x and

":i-a pregs sonference was called, Irotsky was salked: "Do not wssimist.ic
.._,concluaions in reganis to scolalism flow frowm the lioscow Tri.n..s and
‘ ‘“*tha verﬁict of the Comission’?" Tyotsky replied:

%ios I do not see any baals for pesoimign, It 48 ﬁecehaaﬁ-‘y-
1:0 take hig‘tory as it is. Husenity moves forward us did some pi] grimss

twc stopa ahead, one gtep back. During the time of the bag_kqard move-
ment, a1l aeema loat to skeptics and peasimlets. Iuv t'ﬁa'i’s An error .
‘.‘." historice.l vision, Nothing is lost, ‘Humanity -has developed from e
“the -apé’ tv, the Comintern, It will advence from the Comintern to sctiel :
5 aocialima. The judgment of the Comni asion demunqtra'tos once more

'l:ha'a the correct: 1des 18 atronger than the most powerful police rotgo.

In tl.is cozwic'fion 1izs the unshakable basis of revolut:.onary optim*_'_,_';:_-'..

e v
. Unfortunately, optimism, no wore 1_:han aub;}ectivism, is et
'I:hs rat of political sttitudes. It is theory-~the philoaophical prsm..ae

~£or :!.t -~which is decisive. Becausge h.'l.s theory that 'Russia stil
remained a workers' state, "though degenarate" and must be "defended"
vhen World War II broke soon after the Hitler-Sialin Pact was concluded
anpea.red %0 me to be at variance with both the renlity of gtate
capitﬂliﬁm #ndRugsie and its total perversion of the Humanism of
‘Mayxism as a theory of liberation I broke with Trotely. Hy bresk from
Trotsﬁ's politics in no way changed my attitude toward hin as one

of the greatest revolut ouists of our age, one who, with Lenin, led

the greet Csotober Revolution, iie remains "the man of uctover,"

foyota, Japan /? /D Ut f- S 4”:’ ‘ ﬂ(/

vecember 11, 1965
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SeetMetary to neon Wrotsky ia I-'exioo,1957-38
Author of MARXISH AND FREEDOM (translated

into Japanese as ALIENATICH AND REVOLUTION
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