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‘ Parea on- the 'M-:hachevaky trial,

'

THE GREAT T"RROR Stalin's Purge of the Thirties by Robart, Conquaat.
' (V:lcr.ni.-..mn Coxpanys 1968}

While this is the most comprahana.’wa ‘bobk on ths Moscow 'I‘rials.
ha doeb what avery. hourgeoise does, trylng to roll history backwards
by claiming that the “roots of terror" is supposed to have originated
in Lenin'e time, though he sdmits that historic porlods aro totally
differsnt and that Lenin was no Stalin, Nevertheless, in trying to
say that the origins for the purges had been laid in Lenin's time,
he does also the usual misuse of Rora Igicenburg's oriticism of the.
Russien Revolution, Poor Rosa would turn in har grave to xni see what:
ures her criticisms have baen put.

Nevertheless, to got factual information on theﬁjb—JSjB peried,
not the 1917 to 1922 pariod, this has its veliuwe and liked espéec-
ls.]J.y the Epilogue which exposas how the "West" was as much “misled”
as wag tho Cormunist world, withens Feuchtwanger, Bairbusse, Hemain

.Rolland, Theodore Dra...iser. Granville Hicks, Corlles lamont, Max Lorner;

also the ambiv, e, to say the lesst of the New Statesman, (p. 503)
{interestingly enough, the review of this book in the magatine just

a foavorﬁh review, was disputed by that allegad
~.dan L Uwen Lattimors) who had the gall to objeot to the review amd ' .
the bool .'u-mo ar a8 h9 was mentioned as lending credence to the Stelinist

¢ no forced 'Ln.bof camps, by claiming that he had ‘to

those camps in ths premsnsa of ...
On page 507, Conquest also exposas Sir Barnard

m there is important quotes from the new a.rt.icles
adé"tﬁ'%‘ﬂrhnhm‘ Code in September, 1566, &y no means have egll
of the evile of the Stallin pericd besn eliminated with the eliminatlon
of the worat of the Torced labor camps, which,in any case, had been
oliminated because thare were great revolts thers. Surprisingly enough
however, Conquest does not refer you to that magnificent book, Vorkutad
by Dr. Joseph Scholmer. However, there are references from Beginiing
to End" by Jozsef Lengyel, a Hungarlan Communistt, as well ag the :
nectoirs Margarete Buber~Neumann, a widow of a German Communist, and,
of course, the work of Ivan Denisovich, Of course, the main references
are not from memoirs but from official archives and those that une
officially came into the hands of the lest like the Smolensk Archlves.
{the Swiss Belgian Communist Miss Eleanor Lipper is also referred to )
but since the Selected Bibliography is so much less than tho actual
documentation used, I do not quite understand what gulded him to use

one &s against another, For example, the only one by Trotsky is My Life,

which does not have the Trials as it was written long before then.

And, considering that the stenographic reports of these framesup trials
are, natwrally, reforred to, I cannot sae that the Dewsy Cormisslons!
report, Hot fuilty, should be the only cne cited of the Troisky documents
on the questicn,
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