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- DEATH AGONC OF CAPTIALISIC AND'INE TASKS O THG: POURTE DNTHARKSIONKL .

(UBJRCTAVE PREREGQUISITES BOR A SOCIALIST NEVOLUTION —

forld-situation ag a whols: i chiefly chavacterized b ‘8 histories:
1 ?T'Ek‘ieauQra?ZP}Of‘tpeﬂpr@léﬁgg?iat;:; --___;;;£¥§£?$,
-mﬁgappqngﬁiqﬂpraraﬂqgiaﬁteﬁfdr‘the-preletari&n-revolution has already. in
..general achieved ghe higheet noint of fruition that can be reached under
:caplixalinméﬁ:ankiﬁd's?productivn‘forces“stggnate: Already new inge tioas
anc” improvemetts IaIl 6 raiss the level o material wealth. Conjunfurel
orlses under. the weight of social crises affecting the whole capitdiiet
aystem weigh ever heavier doprivations and suffering upon the magsses.
CGrowing unemployment, in its turn, deevens the financial erisis of tue
state and undermines the unstable monetary systems. Domocratic regimos,
: gﬂ”wéll‘gsi?agcist stagzer from one vankruptey to an otiner. T

L . / .
-pourgeoisie’ itsell sees no way outs In countries in which it ale
: - hus-been forced to stake its lant upon the card of Fascismy it
: » Jff‘-“’ . M - . N x . . - N .
‘ROW Lob0 -¥ith cliset eyes toward wn econenic und military cutatroghﬁgﬂ)
'vIﬁ*tHe;h%stdricaII?’ﬁ?i?TIEEEE‘Ubuntrié%f“I?ﬁT”fﬁ"fﬁdEé here tile pdurgeoisi
:an "still.for a oertuin veried permit itself the luxifry of democracy '
;the expense of national accumulations {Zreet Britzin, Jrance, the US,
‘alliof capitalte traditional parties are ing a state of nerplexily,
on:a paralysin of will. The "§ew Deelt » Qespite its first
gsoclutensss, represents but a specizl form of politi Al per-’
@zibie only in o country where tie Bourgeoisie sunsceded in |
culable ‘wsalth. PThe present erisis,far from having ol
nan; dlready succeded in showing that "gdew Deald i
 froit politics in wrance, opens ne new exit for - -,
Lin oY+ Tnternational ralatioqs_presenﬁ-no.better Co
i the “increaging Lension of capitalist tensivn of cupitalist
¥ perialist. antagonisms reach an impasseat_tho‘ﬁeightLof?_‘

‘ate ‘clashegand bloody local disturbances. (Etniovie, dvain,

Far Bast, Central Zur ﬁe%m t ingvitably.. = _ e

BIREAIRECaRe R Rt RN RE %ﬁc’&agégwEég%y.la%ﬁiag%f.q?ih%e{%%g’é%ﬁ%é&?ﬁy y

WiWAT, But that class is now irldasurably less capable of averting .
the: eve:.of 1914, - i ‘ o

1k to the effect that historical conditions have not vet "ripenedn -
i ~ig the product of ignorance und consc¢ious decention. The - -

ive>preredquisites for the proletarian revolution have -

¥ Bipened, they heve begun. to zot somewhat roiten.- Yithout s -soc:
ution; in ~Ligtorical period at that, --- a cagtantrophe
e tens the “flenkind. The turn is now_to.the prole
fiiechiarly o its r utlonary vanguarda/Thz historicul ©risis of man-
e ‘ﬁﬁ’fgsreduced tathe orists of tH@*rﬁ?%IiZionary 1

THE PHOLETARIAT AWD ITS LRADERSHIP

The: economy, the state, the politics of t e.Bourgeoisig and its internatioml

relations are completely blignted by the ocicl crisis, characteristic. '
~df4alé§§§- revolutionary stagc of society. The chief obstacle in the path

of trafiaforming the nre-revolutionary into a revolutionary stuke’is the
fopportunistic] character of the proletariaﬁ:iggﬂexghiniJits petty-bouygaoisﬁw*
ngmnrﬁife) efore the big bourgeoisie and ifs nerfidious comneetion with

%1\ it even jits death agony.-

'




'6ﬁn£5fea,the Prpletafiat 8 wracked by deep disquf%e-Inﬂmillib?51*

7 ‘ 4 ‘ - A ~outbreoks.: .
i 9868 move again -and again on the roads of Xe _utionarg_o‘P ‘6.1 ol
the .m%u'tme‘:tp'gsgr_ are blocked by thelr own (cOnesrvative Wirooratics - .

PEREN

.

‘prolets iat _has made series of-herbic-attempts'gince~April_

akerpﬁgﬁg?in ite handd. and guide the faute of societ eyer

TIES, (spohrl-DemocratonStelinists, Anarchists, [POUMigtsj-- =
| OWIT ‘deted a8 a braka and’ thereby prepared FIudo's triupph.:-

qggﬁ* <

BB khe gat wave of cit-down .strikes, particularly during June - .
?rligﬁﬁfggggﬁaledgihe?whblehearted eoadfness of the proletariat to overthrow -
. -the capitalist system. However .the leading urganiza;1ons (aoc1u11sts, -
. 8telinists, Syndicclisis) under the label of ihe popular front succeeded
in canalizing end damming #M¢ at least temworarily the revolutionary stresm.
! . Lo W‘q‘_‘*—‘_‘_-_ ot T T ~, e 3 - o
he unprecedented wave of sit-doyil ST¥iKes and the amazing rapid growth\\\§ N
of industrial unionism in the(ﬁ% (CIO) is the most indisputable eX- ALY
I pression of the instinctive st vings of the american workers to rais
" ltthemaelves 4o the level of the tasks impozed upon ithem by nistory. But
heére too the leading politienl organizations, including the newly ereated
C10, dggeverything possible te keep in check the revolutionary pressure of
o onghe masges T . T e

The definitive (Jaes the Comintern to the side of ihe bourgedis

iokder,y its cynica ‘evolutionary role throughout the world,

k@?ticularly_in Spainy France, the US) and other "democratict countries; -
: supplémentary difficulties .t oughnut the prole-. -7z

-~

# Revolution-thel eonciliatorys>—
%Ahe peoples: Tfront doomS the- working class- to- imp
%Lto‘fascism. k : T . = T

”.btggg,haﬁd.f fascism on the other;. these ure ‘the
the striggle againstxp:n;gtarianfretolut
however, both these resources are’ sto
3 1e "-of“ capi under the sign of the Phrygian -
b2 ILBOCE AS under the sign of tne swustics in Gernany.fothing shoprt
uhe;orerthrow ‘of capitallnt_socioty can open thd rozd out. .

"og-ﬁhe-mgsses ia: ermined first by the;ohjécti;; con- . <
ecaying capitalism, Second by the treachlroug—ro: itice :

SEie aea WoTkedMS\ orpunizations. Of these Factors the first , of course,
;_;tn decisive one; the laws of history are stronger than the buroeratic
praratus., Ng_matt§r how the methods of Blum to the Judieial frameups
of::tglzn - they will never succeed the revolutionary(%ii?}of the pro;
berariat. As bime goes on their desperate.esfort b hCRe,Ol the Wheel

datorvowilloden affte more cleirly to the masges that the crisig .

2. 0F proleterianles ) having become the erisis of manki 'D'
- : AT 4 ] ndv
¢an be resolved only BY the Fourth International.. : S(Eﬁ;ture.'

e b A
i HINTHUN PROGRAN AND UM TRAVSITIONAL PHOCIU ’ S
Ne strategic ask of the next period, o revolutionar eriod o -

gande and agitation und orgarizution, consists in ovegcgming thg ggg%?a—

diction between the meturity of the obj ; ané the immpturis
of the proletariat and its vanguard. ( tie disanpoint-rll)
ment of the older generation; % EXFETL he youggoer geﬁeration)

It is necessary to hely the masses T 1r Broecess of daply strugile to ’

find the bridge betgeen rresent demands and the socialist ek - -

brogram for revolution. This %ridgq silould include uo oriage ¢ transitiunaiﬁ
denands, sterming from today'¥ conditinng and toduys consciousness—g '
wide layarg of the working class and wd unalterablg/leading to one con-
clusion; tune conquest. of power by the proletariat.
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Classical Social Democracy functioning in an epcch of progressive. ocapi~
i~talism ﬁdiyidsdf;ta,pgpgramf1nto“twb]par¢s'indepeqdentjqfaanyqthgx; E
In"umfbﬁdgj&ﬁjwhtch?limiﬁed“itaelfftd‘rardpms,wi? n tke frame~

‘work of -bourgeois society; end the maximum progrem whiok romisad:

~substifution for capitalism by sooldalism,; in!the indefinite future. - ..
i__Be,twean_-;he‘minin_iumiam_!\gm;mun;-_prpg’ramino bridge existed. And indeed - i
szialknemocracy‘haa“no‘ngeiffor_euch;a:bridgeasince;thb_qudQsocialism L
is used only fpr'holkday”speephéfying; The Comintern has set.out. to. follow

. ., the path of Social Democracy in an epoch of decayin capitalism; when )
© . in general there cam be nn discussion of: systematiclsocial reforms and
‘ - tae raiving of thne musses living standards; when&ever.y ferious demand of

‘the ‘proletariat.and of the bdﬁ‘petty-boﬁ;geoisib nevitably reaches beyond
~.the limits of capitalisih property relations and.the bourgeois state.

K The(%ﬁf%ié&%? tagk of the Fourth Ipterngtio lies 7 not in reforming.

’ capitaiism But In its overthrow. The Holitica 2im is conguest of power

' . by the proletariat for the purpese 0f eXpro rMing the bourgeoisie. How-

Ted e ever the achievement of this task is wnthiniable without the most con-

A o v midered attention to.all, aven smull and partial tsctics, 4All sections of

tke proletariat, ell its layers, professions and groups ghould be drawn

into tht revolutionary. movement., The pﬁpsent epoch is distinguished- not

.- Tor the fact that it frees the revoluiicnary petty from day to day work

- - but because it vermits this work %o be carried on indiasolubly linked with
- tHe sctual tasks of ther revoluiion.

. The Fourth Internetional does not NS Aiscard the program of the old
Mminimel® demunds”io tie degree to vhich thesod hove preserved tlie lasi .
Part of their vital forcefulness, Indefatigubly,it defends the social
‘conguests and democratic rights of the workers, But it ‘carries on. thios ‘day.
to:day work 'within the framework of the corrgct actual, that is, revolutions
erspectivesiIngolar as the old  yartial “minilum' demands of ‘the i -,
mapses: clash with the deziructive -andv éeprading tendencies of .decadant
capitelism - and’+tuis oteurs at sich 8tep «~ t@h/Fourth international . .
dvances & system of .transitional demands’y  the esseace. of whiern .15 con-
dained int the fact that éver more openly ond decisively will they be
directed ageinst the bassis of the bourgeois regime. The old Yiinimum ,
grem :is -superseded by the transitionnl program, the task of which liea
he-systenatic mobilization of the masses for the proletarian révolutioh.

" Pro

EXCERPTS NROL THE DOUNDING CONSMAMGCE ' ACTORY COMIATTIEES PP22 - 23

‘During a transitionsl epsch the workers novement does not have g aystematic
and well-balanced but a feverish and explosive characters Hlogsns wus well

- -as:;organized forms should be subox inated to tne indices of the movement... .
SO gmend paeaingy thoe routing handiing of & sptudtion as ageinst’a plague,

the leadership should respond sensitively to the initiative of themesses,. /

sit-dovm strikes, the latest vhenonena of this initiative, g0 beyond the -

limits of "mormal' canitalist procedure. Indepsndently of the demands cof

the strikers, thc temporary seizure of thne factories deals gz blov to the

idfolhdy of cevitalist -viverty. kvery sit-down strike poses in a practical

manner the question of who it boss of the factory, the capitalist or the
~worker. : ’ .

B

If the sit-dowvn strike raises the question episodically, the factory com-
mittee gives it orgnnized expression. Llected by all the factory employees,
. * the factory committee immediately gives a counterweipght to the wili of

¥ the administration. To the reformist criticism of the bosses, of the
so-called "economic royalists'—tyne like) Ford in centradistinction to

the "good" democratic exploiters, we counterpose the slogan of Tactory
committees as centers of ihe strugrle against the first as weil as againat
the-g8vend.’ Trade union burocrats, in zccordance with their general con-
duet, will resist the creation of Taetory committess as. thev resist every
bold step. taken dpectwe =lons the road of @obilizing the massesq
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the widerW Viiasnmmk tha ‘ggeen of the vument, the aaaier vill
: 0" break‘ the resistunce. Whwtre. the close 8 already been insti- -
tuted in"peaceful"times, the commltteai will formally’@?inciéﬁ)with the .-
nals rgen. of ‘the trade union, but wilil renew its perconel and widen its
“function, .The prime.significance of the committee however RLies, in the'
act ‘that it becomes the militant staff for such working class layera
as. the ‘trade union is: usuglly incapeble of moving into zetion., It is pre- .
alsely from..these: -3idre opbressed layers that the most self-sacrizaiclng

oatta iona of the revo]utlcn will comeo.

. - f&(;
From the momen+ that the rommittee ma.kes its a.p Dearance, o \‘1
s astabl*shed in the factory. By its very-essonce it prsswnts the :
ransitional atate hecdause 1t includes’ in iiself two irrecomciluble
racimes; the capitalist and the proletariat. The fundsmental significance
of faotory committoes'4s precisely ountajined in the fact that they open
“the doors if not to ‘e direct revolutiondry, then to a pre-revolutionuryf

4 - bet nig aroletari hat$ne
1ogan ¢f the factory oo tee 1S“Eﬂi§2gp)§ gﬁﬁ§g§‘$é;§53¢iir1c 1 im
ApLy attested to by the waves of sit-down strikes spreading ough
ssyeral” countriee. Hew waves of this type will be inevitable in- the near
Fatre. Iz 'is: necessarv to begin. o cam ign for Factory committees in
~in ordeﬂ nop ‘tobe Fa.ught unawares ‘

B THY FOUITDING CONFEEENCE - THE PICKHLT LINE - DEFCE GROUPS -
IL IA ~ T 'ARL.ING OF waz RO.iu.:TA.hJ.AT - I‘P 27-29 _ -

-uerious warning from the nastes addressed not oan'
to t gag%zatlon of the workers,: 1ncluding-
.2-19204 the ltalian workers seiuzsd “the.
_ ,=thus signaling the: news of their"laauers"
) d ,olut101. The “le?dﬁrs" nald no heed to the signal
scism as tne resnlm. . B 'bn

[

L v"re a de01sive shep towa, ra such Beizures. The nresent il
‘sharpen -the class struggle to an extreme poinig and bring nearer .
“de oument. But that does not mean that the revolutionazry” n
omésiat one stroke. Actually its. approach is signalizeéd by a
eries: nf convulsions. One of these is a wave of sit-down.s ri
£ tha sections of the Fourth International ig +o he;p the”
an vanguard understane the general character and tempo of our
o fructify in time the strugele of the masses with ever more
nd. mllltant '1nd orzani z"t'l"! onal mepsurasn, - _

_Thefsharnenlng of ‘the nroletariat's struggle means the sharpening of the
. measures of counterattack on the part of capaital. New waves of sit-down
strikes oun call forth and undoubtedly will eall Forth resolute counter-
‘measures by the bourgcoisie. Preparatory work is already being done by
‘the. confidential staffs of the hig trusts. Woe to the revolutionary or-
ganizatlons, woe wo the sroletariat if it is causht unavarel

The bourgenisie is novhere satisfied with the official police ond Army.

In the US even durlnp peaceful times, the bourzeoisie mointains militarized
batallions of scabs and nrivetely ermed thuys in Tactories. To this must
be added the various groups of american ilasis., The Jrench bourgeolisie at
the first sign of danger rnobilized lesul and semi-lepal detachments of
Papeists, including steh o8 wre in i “rMJ. LG sooner Joes the pressure

of the Znglish workers once more becolte stronger than immediately the
Fescist bands are doubled, trghled, 1ncrea=ed tenfold to come cut in =
bloody mareh azzinst the srorkers, The bourgeoisie kecos itself mnst age-
quately inforhed ebout the foct that inths vresent epoch the class struggle
irresistably tends to trunsform itsell into totml war. The exomples of
Ttaly, Germany, Austria, 3pain,tend cther countries tausht considerably
more to the magnatesand leckeys of oonital than the official leaders

of the nroleteriat.
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f the second and thlrd internatlonala, ‘ab well as
de tniona, consciously elose their eyes to the’
rmy; otherwise they could not vreserve their
_.-fvr’fwenfy-four hours. The reformists systematecally
“in. th -minds of the workers the notiun that the sacredness
ol democracv is best guaranteed when the bourgeoisie is ered to )
the tee uh a.nd the workers ars unarmed. , . . .

The duty of ‘the fourth Lnternatlonal is to nut an .ena to sunh(é%éilEE)”--
poliﬁxcs, once and- for all. The petty-bcur3e01s democrats - ine uding
‘Social}’ Demourats, Staliniste, and Anarchists -yell louder apainst = ¢
uhe siruggle sgainst fasciem the oravenly *hay capitulate to it = :
ctuallys Only armed workers detachments, who fueel the support of
tens of millions of toilers behund them can Buce essful’y prevail
-against the fasciot bands. The siruggle & against fascism does not
start in tae Liheral's &gditorial officé but in the fantory - and ends
ends in the stxeft. 3cabs and privete gun men in fp.octory ulantn
are:the besic menclii of the fascist army. This is our point of
ﬂepartura. in connection with every strilke and strest denonstratlnr,
it ig’ impezatlve to rrouagata the. necesqlt; ol creating workers guaras
o wself defenﬁe“ It 19 necessury 0 write this slogan inioc the ro-
It is imwerative everywnere
beglnning w1th the youth groups, to organize groups for
i to erll ang ucqualnt them with the use of arms. aAnew
wnuld serve .not only to increase the -
:units .but also to'unite them according %o ne1ghbor-
g5 1%'849 T gions, etc.lt 15 necessary to ghve an- organlzed 0X-~
jion oxr he valid hamred of the worlere ji:éhn toward the - oL
d-bards ‘of ‘gangs tsrs and fasclsts. It::is necessary to ai- B
e"logan ") Xers:militis as the che seriuus’ guarantes i
,olabli@ygof &orLera o:ganl ations, meetln;s, and tbe L

g

syftens .oer51séfnt, and 1ndefat1gable,
) und org%ﬁ?é%%fonal work, always on‘tha baaia
E6s themselves, it is poss -
7% % Eioty

. - . tdction
upon' ne armea thuga of the counter revolutlcn ‘to raise ‘the ™
“of “the # exploited and oppressed, to ‘compromise fascism

£ the petty-bourgeois and. :pave_the road to. conauest nf

‘by the proletarlat. ) -
ﬁh@_gigﬁe_asﬁbadlgs Qf" rmed nen"> The ;,-; ‘the fV-*
. 8 an imperative coRTD ant—element %o 1ts struggle
for liYeration. When the proletariat wills ity-it will find the road -

\and means to arming. In this field, also, the leadership :alls
; lly to the sectlons of the Fourth International.




