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:L x g The Evolution of the Political Zttitudes
S o of Leon Trotsky in his Later Yaars

Lecture delivered for the Ruassian Circle, University of Cnicago,
/30/59, by Rays D\mayevskaya.

|%=. nt of daparture tcnight, the development of aky'
aueg divides 1taelf into three main uatosories.ﬁﬁauauaa of
the herolsm of the mold of the forwer Comissar of War, the
rAgora .of exlle when Stalin wan the struggle for power, snd the
t_basedy of Trotaky's murder at the hands of a GPU Amsassin,
sco that hap been writien sbout Trotsky's later yoars has a
subjaztive slr about 1t. Hig last years seen 10 have provided
a flold day for ps ologi¢al approaches ¥ oven on the part of
.. pelitical anelyst ¥y8 novel hag bagn published
_ ;_whicn imputes to Trots ghange in politlcal ocutloock wh:lch
he vas unwillihg to admit, ,iny__n_asml,
b pO_Ini_a_.on_b.m

A - ¢ : _U’tl“l .
‘Trotaky at no timé let the subjectivaé‘a""io Rt .
‘analysis of a situstion, whether he was a credtor of that. :
'1tuation oy cnly its vietimI} Quite the contrary. I X, remembor
e incldent during the Mosc¢ow Trials, when all the "General Staff"
of tha Rev@lution was killed off by Btalin, and Trot .Rimgalfl Leas
niade YO appear s gullty of the most hgincus orimgn. 16 . Russian fois
‘bursa.ucra.cw had &0 the atate pover,-Lublanks znd™ali, may
the brutality, the totsl disregard for history and, mogt of o11,
2%: 1 ;a :hgle decad; andlmgretof thgn:)——in wh.tc‘h to rp.brioat.e .
8. gre ee ramn - n al Latory s card 73
ngF I\%\ m—u‘? Bt 17 Apd 75 sadn FIE T ) i ’;’9’ ,yg,J,M s hgtan
Thia Mexican ‘press would hold open two columnsg of gpace rorr o e e
Troteky to angwer the charges. He had only a couple of houps' .f; ;’:’“ -
in which to do thig. Y He naver knew what the accusatlon would f....;.
" ‘be\l¥tiat the year he was alleged tO have dcne this or that.
* Morecver, the Trilals d gome at a time o the sreateag narsonal
grief in the Troteky for the long arm of the Gl
had remched out to k117 the only 1iving am of Trotsky, Leon.
sodo'it It was a predetermined, insldiouely planned feat of
magter intriguant, calculated to give Trotsky the blow that 5%;&'—-
hoped woild remder him incapable of sngwaring the aoccusagtions
agalnet nimaself, that they knew would come in two short weeks.

Indeed, the death of Leon sedc?ﬂ: inflicted the deepest wound,
and in the moat vulnorable spot. Leon Davidovich and Natal 1a.
Ivanovng locked themselves intec thelr room and would see no cna,

For s whole weelt they did not ccme out of thelr room,and only
one person was permitted in--the one who brougat the® the mail,
and food, of which they partook litile.

Those were dismal daye for the whole hougehold., We did not
ses either L.D, or Natslla., We did not know how they fared ,and
feared the congequencee of the tragedy upon them.

We moved typewritera, the telephone, and even door hella to the
guard houme, out of sound of their room, Thelr part of the
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hOuan becama deathly ‘quiet. There was an oppresasive alr, as -
if the whole mountain chain of Mexico were preasine; down upon
thia housae,
cL V-
The blow waa the harder no cnly because LB%W had baen
their only vomaining living chyld, but also beps se) he had been
Trotsky's closest iiterary end politicel collaborator. Waen
Trotaky.was interned in Norway, gagged, unable to anmrer the
nastrous charges Levolled agalnat Linm in the Fipat Moscow
Trials (Auguest 1936), Bedoff had penned Idvre » which
by briiliantly exposing the Moscow falaifisrs, dealt an
1rropam.bla blow to the prestige of the GPU,

In thsa dark days after the traglic aews had reached us, when L.D,
and’ alalig Ivgnowrna were clogeted in their proom, Trotsky wrote
the story of thelr som's brief 1lifs. It was the firat time
aincn pro—revcluticuary days that Trotsky had written by hand.

m th«- ‘eighth day, Léon Trotsky amerged frow his room, ‘I waa

- vrpetrified at the sighi of him. The neat, metisulcus Leon

;- -1-inthe seme month of February in whichi%a years ago, she brought

© - Trotaky had ot daved for a whols week. ‘His fave was. deeply
'nnoa " His oyos ware swollen rrcm too much erying,’ \

'withcmt uttarins a.word, he handed me the handwritten manuscript, Ws

m%%ug_ﬁgn uiii?;‘.__._\\ ' cmtsmeﬂ fome or ““”

dtage Teads "I toid Matelia of the desth of oup mon--~ i‘ , PWL
to.me in jail the news of his birth, "

: us gnded for us tho d.aY\
.,;orr February 16,  the blackeﬁst day in our peracfial 1iveB....

i Pogether wi our boy has dled everything that still remaiued

'.ycnmg ‘within un...."

But even thils great sri\i; 1d not dim —irotsky 8 a.rdor for the

raVOlutionury causa, pamph.et was dedicated "to the

:pro.wtnr:l.sn onth.? e GrU counted on this blow to disgble
ted cn th {-mg man,

The ng morning, 't.b.e morning paperas carrled the announcement
of the Third Moacow 'J.‘r:lala {Mareh 1938},

Trotuky labored late Into the night., One day he was up at 7
A.T. and wrdte until midnight, The next day, he arose at 8 a.m.,
and worked atraight through to 3 a.m, the ilowing norning. ’
the last day of that week he did not go to sleep untll five in
the moming. He drove Lilmself harder than any of his staff.

Leon Trotsky mser wrote gn aversge of 2000 worda a day. He

gave stataments to the NANA, the UP, the AP, Havas Agency,
France, the Londen Delly Expregs, and to the Mexican newspapers. -
Hio doeolgrations were also 1gsued in the Russlan and German
lancuages. —

L
The material was dlctated in Russlan., Whil“\fhra.nacribed the
dtctation, the other secreatrlies checked we:‘y date, name, and
place mentioned at the triala. Trotsky demanded metliculous
cbjéctive research work for the accusers. hiyd.to be turned into

the accused. . 19621
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~§; unused to zubfectiviam W83 This revolutionary that/he .
x desnly- incensad when the .rarers orinted "Pumons™. that 3talin
¢ had et no time besn a revolutionlst but had "always been an agent of the'
© . Tsar und wes now meroly wreailns vengeunce. S

17 , - - Lo ~ ‘ ‘
“When I brought L.D. the newspapef 4 that carried this exolanstlon
of the blcod surge, he exclalms, "SBut Stulin was a revolutionist1”

Whaly a moment,” he 2alkb d to ms as I was Jceving the room,
"“W621};g§qig,pqs§cript'to‘today's articla."

““He dictated: "The news has boen widely spread through the rrass
'ftolthe'effect-thet_Stalin supposadly was an agent-rcrovacatau g
Tsarist days, and that he is now avenging himself upon his old enemies’
I'plees ‘vo trust whatscever in this gossin. Prom his wyouth Stalin .

28 a revolutionist. A1l the Tacts about kis life bear witness to this
To reconstruct hLis tlographi™y ex wost facto maans to ape the nresent -
33 who! rom-a revolutionifffﬁacame the leader of the oo :
bucaucracy.” “op / | _ '

3 the;Dawey_Gommisslon had - brosght in the verdict of not.
¥y and a bress.confergnce wes culled, Trotsky was asked: "Dgo
imiatioc conclusicns in regards to”scciulism_flow,erm the
al. atid the veydict of the Sommission om . S
sity revlied:s  "No. I do not gee ey hasls £ veasimiam. b o4s
sefy to .take Wistory ag it ls.. Humenlty meves forward as did some

ﬁi.g#}mé: two ‘'steps mhead, one sten back. Durling the btim of the backwgr
vement;. all-seems lost to'skeptles snd rassinlsts, Bus this is.an’ - idd
rror:of ‘historical -vision, Hothlng 's lost. Humuntty has developed. -
om ‘the ape to the Gomintern, It will advance from the Comintern
to; actual soclallsm, The Judgment of the Commlsslon doﬂbmstrates
- Once more that the correct idea 13 strnpger than the mdst rowerful
. police forece. In this_gonvictiqn lles thﬂ.nnuhu%ﬁhlc “asis ol -

F'a“c*ﬁtibn&by}bptimlsm.“;j

. " .
b
t

- ' B . } . I
A Ohtinism, nd%’é g.than subje iﬁ& heyever, s ut the roct of jrolitical
: attitudes. - T shieor ey glnsbrhicul orsmlse for 1t, which 1ig
H

. deelgive. To thig end , to wt-Lenin ang TPDtSky.é;Z g%da
. Tl b Forrt ey o, eotetsiams, ,ﬁ' e
- The Kussian Revelutidn of 1917 waas b — -
¥ " -

7 e—eind Ep?—gﬁme'FEMH;ﬁhtnﬂﬁciﬂtiO

: G the m-eut1 :’évidei. Lot wi-Enitha_nust & , 2..1 :

Rwasly snd of —bhe-y P10y 68-well gyt ~ e‘Eﬁéopieg“arw»q33¢an_anq G

“or1d “urxism 2 . Dps 4:/} o v Y
w1

. i ————

e -

The two men -Lentﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ_WFHESE%EIHbﬁ”EbﬁG at the heed of this ravelution
had mre-sred Verm Flor—r—tYw Lo mank degtine £31g da» not because

vhere ‘was uany Londementul difragnen IR AT a5 clvtiqnarias but
becanse Lhavr weprs PUﬂdamentally AT rrant, ﬁiﬁéﬁggﬁﬁegﬁﬁﬁer o ng,:hej
free of P that snams w reverston of Pacts slrce,'hs FF!nkers, they

wel'a hot» lurxta-s, whereas gg revolationartes thay euch belonegad to

a differe & rartv,MIeon Irotsky was, Cirst, & Menshevik ond then
belonged to nel ' har Bedencr within the dusdlar Yurxist movement, ung
Mlnelly, July 1717, Jcinea the Zolshevius, 2oin, MM on  the obher
hand, was the theorstliciun, nregenizer und foundep of Frlaheviam Cpop
its origing In 1892-03 until =is death ln 1924, Des~lko &1l that--

anda taradoxiesl uwz 1t meT sound--Lanln  wys the =ove flaxible. and

1262%




TrOtakv thi e more Intrangigeant oﬂe once t“e dussian - °avc D1 trnrr
succeedeo and the martv and stat e/ becanme 8TNONYTEOUST . /7
Ty —_—

lalectic lozle taxes its 0wn tel unc tbeoz:"r__l oripinal tHaor%w},

18 50 hurd a t&SCﬂﬁ§®§ . i Tead ity @ as—well—as ‘
ohilosophy as reay er, that no b 1'tant ~rornosticution
’:;%faubstit 2€,fﬁu—whu* -Hegel -eullad "tﬂg(f?qut‘ﬁnr1ousn333! natlance

suffering Rﬁ the negutive.".  ‘la. .= - A

“Palte Trotsky's theory of "the vermanent revolution.” 3bralv no
‘more brdlliant moguostication haa ever besn mede of an historle aven
» %hen no Farxist, lot elone other theoreticlans, rrofected for Tsarisgt
" Russia anything but a "bovrgeoks democretic revolutiont; ' Trobtsky - —
&t the time he was a vou “heg man of 28,and alrsady the hqad of the 3t.
Potersburg. Sovlet = of 1505y “elatorated a thecrv. whilch stabed thet the
‘evolution in Russia would continue "in permanence®’) that is co ovew
Lrom he bourgeois te the proletarian or doeialist stege. '
o Hhwgad, T '”“f? T A
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; e . 1
sweeninn,éi(tement J*hﬁﬂjﬂlnboratea¥in 3 articlas lb ﬁ:wﬁ
e years 193 06—-1=9m d 1lke a bolt out: of the blue,Ywith n

tqeo

S iy e e

8 reirlod of 1° to.the 191% Revo—
retilc foundat on for the davelbpme t
"ind evender™t nolitical tendancr, grounjng,or rerty. On the con~
Jhe considarad himgels” “"shove" all Tactions of the Russian boc‘all,

emocracy; & ﬁryﬂn o brin: about the un ty of ds viam :
] yWF ,w&a.)f;w&vd 9 AL u‘-ﬁt%é ,& m
Py \% 5. Vs nﬁw’ué M/ Py r/ﬁm*/
d War I and the colla igse of the Zecond Inte Pnation/®l, had hét
aod forths in him a re-exemination ¢f the foundutions of established
: rxism. Of courde,all revolutlonary ® wgpxists shouted ,"Betrayers :
'lat the German bocial Democracy that had voted wad' credits to the Kaiser.-'
ut hh:axnnnn there thev Stopyedc niﬁi,

1one was dissatlsfied not me"e]" uit the betruvers, but with
h nselfl. Lenin =lone nr'rm.e,etile'q to entlvse the betraval no* Foniv as
zolnt of departure in asction, but in th=push't.

Since Marxlsm is not & domma, but a mythod of thought and enalvsis, each
-generation of Marxists must intervret Wapxism Jor itsellf, cConfronked

| with the apvearance of counter-revnlutig Nttu\the ravolutlonary

. movement, Lenin wus driven to search ol od rhilosorh7 that would recon-
stltute his.- amp reason.

L&l Lo

Innin q\a*titude was & dual one: 1) whv 41d theyx Letray? und 2) what
WaS ikene’ wideew {n their thinking and m.ne, that [ did-not loresee the
betravel? ' For a T-¢=-vt‘r1=:1;Lrun.-av-v Lo udmit that the contradlction ls in
onesell teY%es some deer digping] Inniw dld not ‘Jlnch-

"None of the Merxiats," wrote Lanin In his Thiloﬁorhiﬂ Netebooks,

o

TR RERIIYA L B LA A e sy Yy e 4 g
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and the emnchsls of the plural 18 his, "for {Fe rost RELT cenbury have >

understood Marxlil" <iace it was "Impossible to frasn CA I Leeee 1 =ou
‘have not studlad_through bhﬂ whnb of Harelta T(GIC

Fib rgrfedin» of' Yegselts YLienace of Lomle formed the Great Ulvide in
“srxism, not onlv botween betravers and lorelists, but batweon Hecelinn
farxlsm wnd anv one who did not fully eruy the diuliectic For then

IL623
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ther cannot, seld Lenin, be "fully Aurxlst.". He sald this in his @
HILL of no less a verson than a leading Bolshevik theoreticlan--Nikolal
Bukh nin, : :

Philcamhie Notsbooks (kr—TU ¥R TH~Adnmidimbid bmml.a.he.d,_m—

WLt AR-Aepandi®) show how comnletelr he “eorcunl"eu hia corme ep-
ion'of. tie. relaticnship between the economic forcasa, _Lnd the human forces,
"the relationsfClp between sclences ‘and hunan activity. __]"Intel]icent
idealism," he w*'ot.eﬁ 'ia n‘arer- to intslllrent materlal ir;nq thun is Syt
stupid materialism. . . . Y d } #%

_ . Je= LU WA

'2'1.9—& dlalectic rrind pJ.e that became the basis o{‘ all "1is enalva@u

in that reriod w "transformation Into orcosite."/ Juzt as rree compe-

tit‘.ion had beccre tra.nsfor-ned Into its on osite--mouor\olv--sc, a statum
This was at bhe

oot of- t}'e betr‘uvul unr‘ now ,_‘u’arxists must g0 "J.r.eper- and lwer" in the -

rolatériat, ard r‘,c:'e {ind "rew vaszions and new forces" for the

r construct‘!‘on of snclety cn new beginnirgs, -—*”‘\

gction in 191:5‘ Trotsky becems reunltad with Lenin. 'I'ro..akv
de: an ucl'- philosorhie prepsaration, to mest destinv in tHe Ru.saiar
L gﬁr did he do 1t whon, shortly ufter Lenin's: death, the; .
gt1 ggle batw Bl Stelin and himsell ended “In tha victory .of Stalln.
this: metncmlgv, he could not fathom the gy phenomenon cf
orkers' state beir'g trunsformed inte. its ort'w‘s:.r.e--a stet

denied tho I‘ar..t.. ﬂe denled tha theory. He denlad thglAorid reality L\,‘
of. the movement Germms Crom monono.v to state cunitellian he strucple |3
.,_against Stalinism had the alr of sclf- -delenss, however, ndt becauae
he was subjectlve, but -Lecause, ofec Ivelw, he saw, not"zl'm fundamantally ¢4
new in world capitalist develorment £2 'Jorhihb-‘ha’d"cbangec sineo the decad N

', of 16l4- 1924--excc—mt the leadership.® stalin was the'organizer of '
de eats"--—an& he)@_g;_}d oraunize tricfori na--if tho “Polem..*iut followed h

_. Ji
e 31,

'“"—'-—-_. i Vi) .

' "cfhis 1ls not m e.nt"sarca’s{t‘callv ne r‘ertt.lnl'r was a ’eac‘@r of tne only ‘
‘victorious rroletaflan revolution JIn histerv. #hether as Chaimmun of 1
‘the Killtary R.volublonarv Committece,whlich had planned b 8, actual
insurrection, tuiiddér of a Red Arm» ,out of -raw oiwi-dlan wpcml.t:s,tnut
| oekcbhedans withstoor all coontermaravolutlionuary attactks frem Taarist
g8rierals end other orel ess*ona].;, Commiszur eof Jur or Foreleon Minlaier,

history wlll not der'v im his ictor? e3. l-,, TR e L
F“———_——q‘v‘_ - ll";* * -

‘ m LRt ts@) the rm.r" of & ﬁnrﬂq* f-f-orpt!cian w‘v-c'se “hileogsnrkic

rersoective T rts She course of aobunl 1ia*nmc b devolo-mant on the
_basis of the most "--o"r- g eelrsls orf vhat h Thettwo roles of this §
52'

ithe re w stege of copitalist develo-ment - H1c‘ﬂ ree owith bt & new o
" STWOTRATE TevaTt Wl‘&( the s'cc‘ilcuthn ef "‘tg_,.,.,tra"u in

the no “11“tion'ar' tha t ravalutiorury Torey Lenin for Als da" sra ol
I‘ied th’ @ one &s mono=cly cu. Ltr.lfs*', and tivo nthnw us Lhe deever

lower strata of the t:r'.Jle "w'tm.. bra nc.r' amasntry.

T A DS g

Trot sy conlronted wlti‘ the lerreroen ynenomwmn o3 S A1 1.:___;n

—{-&obinc tive rootg for this In 'owction. "R qirr the 'srorarty
rorms"~{ail 1tim! ted by new teo zratlflesntion, o :::-‘ 2 egrlv nroduction
cenferances hed mone, nndé fnen the trode .1nh1hs “emselves were lncorrnrnud'
In the stat -3}-:-6:% .v"mr, mude stalinbat juasls mvi olute us a workers stat *e!

12624
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uhough degonerute? ] and the I‘»atur-es o.{‘ ‘the bureuscracy-rureiv - e
© - limized to a "wolicemen" sriogasing tc. Himself a arozter shere of wealth as
“a result of his Mdistributive function.% Since ha zaw no ol.ss distTnetion ™
invelved in his s *"ug;ﬂe 1th Staliniam, tha shreocla was el 1 e\,ess}tv\f‘"
-reduceu to the questlion ﬁ!adershl Pe S e y
otz J\E‘lr\.\mb “’hﬂ-\kﬁh&r .Umf-,m oy, oz kl:"ﬁl"() . 1?{‘1\-‘.{)) l RGTI ﬂ;lm.r}
ﬂ'._.‘[n II‘ObSkV‘S DIARY Tof tho vewr 19.5.;‘wulch has 1uatt’bpun },uhlia-'rd, fou
will find the followine quotation: Y

;
i

Y_l'}.["'ex "15 iRakovsky's)canitnlation there is nobeody left...and still I
think that the werk in whileh I &aw engeged 'n now,desritc o® Its
insuf[’icient snd fragme ntary natwe, ia the most Iimnertart work in my
JlTe.. More imvoriant then that of 1017, _More Imporiant than the reriod

‘of ths Civil War, or anv otherX: ‘(\{ a:r}b

b.nr the sa’fa of‘ claitv L would rut 1t thls wav: iiiad I ant been "resentx
Co-An 1917 in §t. Feteraburg, the Cctober Revolutil Ol.ﬂO.ﬂ’JaVP taken place’
‘B tho ‘eondition thet Lemin was m’esent and in command. ' The same can
Y gnd layie, be said of the. r'j.vll was* rerlod....Thus 1 .cannok spaak o%

me v \ 1
my, work v‘nﬁ?ljku tlxe n%riod .f‘.rssn; 1r

nrmrk is mdianensable in the full 3znse of the word.. There )
15 no. rrogance in this cleim at all.. The collapse: of ths” ternation
shas;posed " a problem which none - ¢l the Iea_ders [ nternabionals 1s ¥
gulpved to solve. The t{__iclss;tudes of mv faf e h..'é!ar%'a'- ne
porteni experience in deaiing %1th ITT There 15 how' 1o 'one excent
‘mE Lol carry rout the mission of eraing a new generation over ths heads o:['
the ‘2nd angd: ‘5rd Intermetionals. ‘I neesd at J.en.st five vears of :

ur ntarrunted work tc lnsure thalsucr_-v_/as* on. b*"\

CFeL A, TaE0RY I“FLT MELS
F}N FF TP”‘ f‘AﬁHE DIDI\"TII
we 3
uastion h,t;t,—,Tr!ntsk:__r himeell soncidcpan-—tis” Reystone=go ali~ =~

Phers--the class nature of the Soviet Unlon & ﬁe consldered it a -

4 rker‘;‘p state no matter how the workers fured Jin this. state, ne matter
hether the X sdership was a bureaucracy with "Cgf Stalin”--his phrase--

t its head or not; .-.rhebhrm foreign »oliey envlsaged a '{fatler nau,.t'. or cther
wise; and even If the foscow Prameuc Triels killec off the 'Geneval” Staff aof
the fsvolutlon ." ﬂs(/]av dving, the herltage he left his cadr'e--t:he
F‘ourth Internatlon: 1-—\:&3 =«t11ll "Defense of the “ovlied Union."

'.fhuf methodclorv of‘ thoupght led WR-to such%nﬂha.gaw" I!er\é{'}'{ta own

wcm&s from Prne ° vclutinn Petrwmd'(.’(r 7= «%ﬁ) !

ot

\jne £irst conccntratlion of the‘nms ci “rcdu tion In the hands of the
state to occcur lr history wus achievad bv the preletariat with the method
of social revolutlon wnd not by carltalists st Lhe m%gh of trustific ra‘

v .

. Aag
Ité:ni ad fought hard against trensforming the repl} he worke
%#%‘qgvlts bureaicratic defornstions MYEER "6&63‘?@ L a‘ﬁ's'%"i

"In the trade unfon dfarute witp & Trotsky, in 102151{“‘}1“ warngd that the
stete was trgnsftional “elther to muiallsm or I:o & return [backwards to
carltalism.™X 3t r-otslr ~Sockateniie- iorld Har I-‘Ié the flact that state
vroverty hud " reared 3 workerg state m’*ore Evy was sufflcieri

finen the New conomic Poltcv continuec amce alter Lent ;
"warn aguinst a restoration of cuvitalism o -_nn theringta?lrﬁet{;g&t?’ n dv.’S:
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'ffhe m*n ute national planning, was instituted ho went back to transforming,
‘”statified pooparty 1nto a fetlsh T

ﬂThe tﬁeoretical axis of Murx's geatest ﬁork, C[“ITﬂlgfis the dasrotlc

“ plan of- gevital vs. the cooperhblon of freelv associgted labor. He state

; 'Wpfa“bea"s &s vlan is, in setuality, the authority of the canl!tal! sH
" g predicted. that if the law of motlon of car {taliam--the concentration
and. centrali;atiun of ca¥1 weyle on unhsmrered, 1t wonldéd end In the .

. eantralizetion of caritsl in ihe hands of n:sinzle ceritalist or caitalist
‘corpOﬂLtion wlithout,in any was ,chunzing the paoncral abao’ute law of the

ﬁr,uﬂamnloved army and the collat se of ceciteliom. He did r-t live to see
~~Hussisan stof & sspitalism with 1ts ubloultous sbtate, f‘m*c:et:.‘ labor camnps,

. secrat, police, terer of the mind and todvr, !in A word--totslitarianlsm.
But he would ha had no dAifficulty in reﬂomn:yinq Jt 3 the ultimate
dqvelbnmert ‘or cavltalism, ,from free comvet’ hrv% thra ﬁomowolv to state.

/

‘pwod*ctad as mrlpﬁ #ian he tought the nlhnﬂers of his day. He
) o Proudhon as early ay 1F45, In hia "Ygverty of Thileso. Ty}
at to; introduce Plan . whan the besls of ng ductlon lg the factory
¥ ‘would only meun introdusing into the Mg rke t what exists in the
tory«-th b despotism of canital. Juat 4 ﬁg would beve nothing to. ab
1th distributiOﬁ tbeories--a]l varlesies of' unler- conaumﬁtion’lsm of
118,/ day~-80 ha would heve nething to de w! n lanners. ia warned tnut fhe
o) rasu]t couli only be "ons s‘rgle mastﬂ# ' :

Beca"sa the Russian Revolutlon, and not thme hyrothetlicul develco-ment of.
apitalism in a stralght line, had brought aboli'the natlonellization of

‘the'ystons of ﬂroduﬂtton and the 3tate pnlan ate rrove-s tv snd workers
atata became swnonvmous in Trobsky's mind. ecking Ienin's re Liwodolonry,

*h#l looked. 1ot'mnﬁx for ihe new raesions wad ferces enoﬂnra"e?"hv tha un,

but only % u a'fferent & kind o planning, d1*# @@%,amwos, alfCerent

'Vleadﬂfbhlp, different anvthineg btut e d1ff9renf @@g 1ngy. Mol even the

- fect. that the workers had lost ull, their erv1na1 rishts, of control of

: ppoduct‘an, “factsry confarencas }Kuntonsw_nﬂor“ctutaa lifithe stuté, &TALT
7 g mesans ol :rggvctjnr SEARE extense of me-us of consumntlcn-~
sxactlv as in ecwnltaliat Earae-t 0110 free "im from the Tebtishism of
“nattowa]17pc" wrorertv, and vlun eouals vorksrs! atute.;:[

J

.Like all PPﬁISFLSms, the Cetbishiam of stabte vrorarty blinded Trotskw 1l~‘W
from Tollewlne the cguvse G7 the goiintrr-rovolatlion 1n the relabtions of |
rroduetion . The Jewi“?mizuhlnn of tha COJnter-revoluticn grningt ) )
October--the 3talinlsy Constltution ol 293G-~Trotzkys viewsd merelT as i
sota.tiring thet flret "ereuted the soliticaul premise for the hirth of a i
new possesslng class." 4As LI classes were born frvem rollitical nremlges!
Becuusd to him 3telinist Auassia wes still o workers! stabe, #he thouprht :
thet the loscow Iriula weaksoned 3tcliniam. pfetuullv, bLhew consolidated

. the ruls. Bub bo Trebtsky Ehe mecubre Kremlin surges -nlv rreoved thuat .-

‘Hgoviet soctaty orgpunicallyv tends btowards the zjzction of the burzsueracvi!

Indar thne clrcumstuno:ﬂs‘qj up 2uls te the worid rrolebturiat” were rether

heiilow. 1Indecd; the duality bntWPen hWisg nonceat of wowid rev.l utfon : '
: Bl o oo e v v TS

Russia as the workers® state. thot must be dcfended,wu" ils) con?radbctorv &
burden to gear for anv "cadre to be anle to carry pnnmuin,ad_gnosgs.. -

gy KA.
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¥ \lr‘ujf"-« s REY
'Tnis)de plte Suma of\ "ths Mun of Cctober* Nas he was a!‘f‘r-ctlonat.elv
T¥u1led by his a herents, desnlte all the sweat, blocd, wnd _
“manlfest that went into some urcpm-ro..nd wovrk in Znasig, ot leemst in
the esrly vearsa ulter h's exvulsiony ‘

'."-‘LAl\\eg no avail--not becuuqa iy ""al]cr‘" but becuunse tL dld nnt un"‘;{rlg
[ ratic banner to win the minds of 'vsen ln the manner of Merx,
\.1843-F‘3. and Lenin, 1 0 -Em - :
.. " 6 o “y ' :
‘ ], in had ﬁiacerne Y "adrrin’m tralive wmntality’ during the trade union .
hoto,whan he wishad "to sheke un the . trade unfon 1endnnshtrﬁ"' us
'I.‘rotskv wut it Anstend of tvollawing the ecrentive snergies and @nirations
o the workﬁr/s who esked for thelr democrzev to, be eiven hack ©o them.
& ¥e Ilrst vrooosed the 3ingle flen. (_l_‘; ] f-His administdftive
ientality which made him the ﬁrﬁmona" of ta% g{‘?)%uﬂ 1: him {rom
eeing that 3Stalin was’ f‘i—**ﬁe 0 n Daw class of
state carlta“ ist rulers. Insbead, he kept attributing to stulin mere
' 1Ice and 1ack of theoretlcal acumen. . §
g . ( (lﬁiﬁ.‘u..‘l 5 )_ I L
jE: Btalin was not the medioerity Thob aky madefhim out to be. Tt was Stalin
B ade Trotsk,f argue .on- his grouné, his(fantastic nPtion of “socialism :
e wntry. It was ho who made. Trotq‘kv 3 pernnanent revolution- :
asan immedicte advnnuumstlc gschame thebt was out of all bcunds :
8 e*ghaustell Rusaia of the 1920s. Jt}ll‘tn, 1t 1s brua, asn't - nlavir‘g
vnes- o: Tor v —
$EY S LR I Mo Qe
‘the’ HUss an’ peopie, to a'mdn,’ did nct run . tho economv emd the :
ta'; cnce the Jerman Revolution too was defeuted; once world
capitaliam gregalned 1ta breuth mnd the vorbex of the world merket had’ I‘ull
%ay, the. logi¢ of the Rusaisn develorment was startllng, unforeseen, but
inévitable. The Revolutlon than fornd the really serlous counter- .- -
‘pevolution inside !tself. Stalln wee the fe" Tlect ropresthigtative
»of that ecounter-revolution, not onlv beceuvse hls nersonalitby auited the
.tagle so well, b5, ahove £ll, hecuuse he dld n come t‘rom the Revelutionary T
-Party,nnd ‘d1d ‘m\m ‘command of the harxist ‘1ancm:u&ge. Go f‘orr'upt ghd
outlived %3 caritulism t-at it cennot hove to win axpecept bvjretending
-to be other than 1t ls. Hitler,too knew how to call hils fasdlsm,
. Nationel doziallsm. 3td in was "Lt,ler 3 Sunrertor by far, because his
I‘unctionaries cere [rom bhe workin: class.

' \‘—‘ In g j_:al in's ® gzugs,und lack of thecretical scumen, was the strilght line
LTl W developmenb of the newly-emelzant world rhenomenon »f state
. capltal tsm. It now had @ persenality, u totullbarisn rarsonallty,

i ed with a theorg :t}ot.alitarjunlsm called the "menolikhic Party."

LTO atruggle aouinst this theorv und _ldeolory of sStalin's
slltartani ore than courare, more Lhan ortiani sm, more than mood
intentlons, moré than & chenee of leudership were nscessury. RutfIacking
e nolf theory to Lt the new timas, Trotsky_wus comwrelled to reduce it to
u question of lnauership. Tndeerl he Im~os-lad thet attitude,not alone on
the Russian, but,’oh e aorld 1tuuéion. The verv Iirst sentence of his
progrumma tic statement far t-'he ‘curth Internatlonsl o 1%354 reads:

12627




"The world volitical sl tuation,as a whole,is chiefly characterized by an

bistoric@ erisis of the leadership of the prolstariat." e further mykes ..
the erisis of prols tariat Bdodership hawime beco N%risls in markind's L

- ongiipk: culture which can be resolved only ﬂhg,the Fourth Internailional,

Sy i : N St e V4
~.‘\l;déad;\that hds alwavs been Trptsky's weuﬁ;ﬁessﬁr leudarsh ing and
. he measured lenih bv it too: "Feor lenin's slopans to £!nd thel? wae to
- “tho msses there had. to oxist cadres....The vitzl mainsering in thi 1.
. . process i3 the party, Just as the vial malpspring in the mechanism of the,
party is 1ts leadership.” | c
E . _ ] ) B "Q""“"-"-"\' i . .
at that- wag exactly what the vitel malnysring/cf lenin's philosonhy was
NOT.. .0n the very eved. of the revolution, &e threatened to resisn from
the ‘LiedinTlh comrittee of the Rolsehvlks, and, as hie exoressed 1t, "go.
ta the sullors" 'who belter rem.esented Lthe rovolutlonary will of the masd
; 4id hig” "venguerd narty." To Tenin, u vanguard partv.was vanguard .
1t represented thdrevolutionsry will of the masses, and in actlon
end priﬁficé rrovas it at great histovic momants)aﬁd evarv dav of
: B theory of liberatlon or itg Ls nothing. here ﬂar;,Was-_,
érned with the lreeddm of humunity, und with the Inevitable waste -.
of  humun L1fe- which 4s the sbsclute genorel lew of cupitalist dsvalomment
ugs¥n’; Communism rests on the mainspring of capitelism--raving the. workes
he, minimum and extracting from him the mexlmum. . : .

“fhey aub this "the Flan."" karx called it the law.of value and'SurpluS"“
y"the .fatul formula of wage slgvayy." . .

;d the‘aitent that—Trotsky clung to theSPlun, to that extent—-déqﬁite
his: constant eriticlams of the "tamno--hes : %, & presoner

rediced"To' the concert of 3Stute ~ian.. N -

.Thg bqoqf 1s In Trotskv's own words--in nothine lesc fundurental than
th'e Nenifasto ol the Fourth Internutlonul on "“Imcerialigt Wap and
JeTarisn Revolution"; e e

M) v s "
Fle turn one's £7AET on tae natlonulizetion of the masns of “ro;::;::km' '
R z B Lo E HE . TUSTLOong. O
“‘the grou nd thub,in and o” 1tsell, 1t doecs not erest™s the wall-baineg of
\ the masses)is,tantamgunt Lo sentenclnz the Brunte foundstion Lo
destruction on the zdund tha?ﬁiﬁﬂiﬁﬁlmgsssible te live whithort walla and

rool.t e T —

S

— -

The "Man of Cetober" zouldn't have fulien wny deever Into the'm{re of the
iqges and me thodonlogy =k of (he Russlan bureavesuey which y Iinstead of
\ theory, was presenting an admlini sbrut ve Tormulu for m! and

© maximum nroductlop--thc true god gf all 483 rulety
PR e, S il S

,J\\




iy s =

Lt i

e o & o
A - - R e I B Y
Daici o

B N I prp L

I_-;:-_
.-

_.... -1 - ‘ - 16- | : . - Qi:‘: “L 12829

| natoh in THETT iTre—snd owptiness, it ehness where theory

__%m,u_a the thaory of parne
o first gledborated that thaory-

oglc has its own way of measuring men.

. ha suddonly steale in the theory of the permant ravolution 'm:d.ar t C

o dialectic of 1

1925-27 Ohiness Bevolutiem;whsr Lendn wae fot thers to spell t an April Lk,
& pPermanan utYon, thenss? rovad. :I.tael.t "in

A \wes ready for a pro‘.'.otarian Tevolution and did p6t even have "natio

¥ 1938, not evens mentioning Mao's nume, an

Q(arxlnts sre fomnd of saying that abstractione help only the anemy. and. thie

- This 1a what I meant when I referrad to the ’a.at that\henin and 'l'rotnkw
hud prepared diffsrontly to meet destiny 1a 1317. Bacauss Lenin 'was thers, it wne |
not olearly saep then how different were their thsoretic vaaponlJ ¥hen Lenin diaé..
hovevey, -4t wusclear Row Shb Eethodology of Lenin was shsent entirsly from .
Troteky s appr . The most Trotsky oould think of whi¥:rereat what wsa,in 1

]

1917, while hie analysis of what is Jn hia time,was, at best, €@ Jwrna.l:llt, .
a ro‘rolutlonm ‘hr:l.ll.:l{nt Joml::.at. full of cr!.tical acymen snd vit~-fut Ay
B Jonrnalisy is ﬁoﬁ zinal thinker, & thporetician who intsrprets for his
gmrati.un,_%.. that genoratian, exoept Sa-eweeping goopraiizaticmsy

© more sweeDiug generalization for his or may othor period could

volu"ion. Oongider ollowingt!} i
tould have 'beezv,not maTely a br nant
447 M8d heen follovidg vp with vast

prognostication, btut an originsl e _' ]

Hogel oall Hlaner, patiegm,_ ricusngesof the negativeds
ig to uay, fhellad out Taedoummee? vhs.' glus forcen, vhat partiss, mt
‘relationship Yatweon theory and practice’ 1led forth by sach_gpecific stéy
of development of capitaliom, asach aox. ! a forn of workers! revolt. hrh!.l Ilel‘t-%
did, a0 thet,vten April 4, 19174 cans, and he say ths "domocratic d:!.ctatowah!.p
of pral.otarint and peaaant\ as haviag come to actval life in the Zorm of tha.
Karensky regime, ho could move atraightway $o the socialist stege, even then not
Torgettipg the peasantry.na r!voluti.om.ry, o8 the indiapensgble ally of the prole-

~taziat, |Trotuky Just jolned Lenin'u d theo,with thaory dn-etiEy's -
' bands, hiz wotions ware historic, z 93 in the Diafy,vhick I quoted previcus
1y, ke recognizes that the Bussian :Ravolutim could hove h&pponed. without M=
'bacauag actior dces not substitute for theory, btut goes hand in hand with 1t,

- In sty case, he admits that nothing, and that incluies the theory of ‘per;
revolution,(was indippensable FEat hg did but now Me "lons remains, .
vhen 1938 comes, in his Profacs to Iseacd?! WTrugedy of the. Chinese. Pevoluti -

and "thsrefore” (aicl)can sny i¥puwurantaed! phe viciory of O
these quonbionns (as to dlctatorship of proletariat,BD) e

Tbeses of April Y4, 1917..,.8uch wvae, in dros
Tion of the Dermenent {uninterrupted)
that guaranteed the victory of

: 410D, I wns precis thie conceptiu
elotariat in October,! u why not inthc ) §

right the charge of "unierestimation of thg paasa.utry Ll
is not the Staliniste, but Trotsky himself] ILdsten P 4032
roviewing the 1925-7 Chinaese Bevolution? [MAgrerian Kackwirdness alwa £0a8 hand
in hand with the abgence of roads, with tha iwols 1on ot pu'wincq “with
'medisval! particularism, and absence of nat!. on€l/ oonpolonenesa,” ltcm mpan tr.a.
conselous-

ity he sAw—thg _the role of the
euantry ~-aNd hg saw that A8 fAr back &s 1! 7, and here ia Trotsky writipog in .
trgating "Red Ohina" as £ myth mvontm -
"8 Eremlint! Troteky, the pamuphletee uould certainly have hod something -
to say sbout non-theoreticel acumen had Stalin written thut '))%he Dourgeols .
owrnaliot, Rdgar Snow, saw nore sxex (and =lso Lo lass) than 414 Troteky the Marxie oA
t 1s bow bard a taskmaster theory s, and how correct Hagel was in his :
' condgmmation of the romanticiete, thorefore reactionaries;of his aga--Schelling .
and Jacobl with their bolt out of Ahs blug, and/ jumn to the solut-e without that -
I:I.a'bor. patience, suffering, soriousngssof the nsgative." .;.‘ *Eu “«j !

abstraction,d nationalized property equals workers state most certalnly helwed \}5 .

the engmy-~the 5tal inlst comnter-revelution~-acd o c.iuorien‘sad & whole gengration of ' g

Marxiots, No wonder the Trotslyiets, not gf@g state capitaliem, .W_ .
et e B o ‘—-—“\.________.__-—— .
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