¥ay 16, 1972
Doar ‘MoKix Stesle: '
" The prosauren of & vVory heavy loiturs schedul s whish I jjuat

finished and 2 hot objaetive situatian hested up to inhuman, inporaisle kossulis by
Hixon have vombinet to giva sie no breathing Ipace to &nswer your question on the

" 10lo-9of intdllectusls untldl now, I asseme, howaver, thgt 0zz has sant you soae

of tha virltiog s I hed promised yeu hoth on Africs and and my new work on_Fhilesoohy '

and Fevelutlon, ‘ : . ‘
‘ r, The sarlous questien Jyou ralsed is not szpathing one can ansver
by merely poh{\fio aur work on the question, Since you are a higtorian, thereforg .
I trust you will not mind golny baock teo "bezinninzst, at luast it ie the berlnning |
Tor Marxiets whe do accopt that Yarx discovared g now sentlzent of thowshe and ot
it never quite zet an organizationsl euprassion that met that philesonhic challenga,
. In e word, begirning with Inzela{wao certalinly was loyal to Mer: ane! tried herd i1}
his doaih'ts malke Bomthing out ot thy endlepuengad horribly acriptad-mnuncripta .
Mirx lerg unfiniched) weo hive not yet rises to that chellnaga. I puver participated
in the criticiems of insels booause thoy wero directed, not in order te rige to the -
zhallienge, bnt becausn they meant g_o_nso.’.ouslz to divert from the charterad rogds
av .1 uncharterad PAtha, by just teing wacharterod, are thergoy Yoxigina) .

. At the same tlme it ig truo thet Engels, sapscially, en the
dialactic, could not mearlre up te Marz, and Eagaly, 2g the prantiéa‘;;m:q. Wam
50 cencerned with erganization, individun.;'." roleg, specifivity of the
that he decisted BBE to return to dlalectic orizing, bug instead bring
Lo datan, Faswar. the'imnediate®. questions (1880!s inuteac or 1840%s),
fron that vulzarisation.or dialuctic materialisn, and are vet to free ¢

e Cthiy was “eo, Aot becauss, gp Existentislists and Rueformists and "Solentists" alik

infer, hecauze thors is no dislectic in "Nature®,.but because the histeric i

dialectic 18 xp very differenm-g-glorlot:s),s“. bunanly Bowe that to: #earch for a

""comson denominator™ is, to viclate it entirdly, Pyt differaritly, procisely -

bocause histery is what men and vomon make it, hucanme of tha inseparabiiity

£ Subjoot ax maker of history froem the obiect [ be 1t 'nat aril-or Nature . -

h“Lvm - .

or. "Seniaty") any divisisn of Subjeat from Cbject at that polntey the r gvplutisnary

traniformation of soeletrwmkills the mmergent new sociaty becavse 1t k1178 the

‘craativity of Subject, of the endless dovemant, of vhat Hezel woule cajl o

"Second. Hagativity®, aml Marg ¥the permanant revolution,"y .

Bhen all is sald gny done, subjectedess motion, he it aven as ;
ceasaleas and the Ptransforningkind as the end of ice a4z¢ or birth of auelegr uge, |
YSature! can still be a8 bleoak without human raturs asd a= barran aa those planets i
wa're'funning g re ot or'up into¥. How we etmire the computey and degrad
beling, the human 83ion that strives for frocdon lastes: of z:teriali H

’ Now, what haz all thig to do with the role ef the inteldsctual in
& Mavrrzist-Tumanise organiration, you micht agik inpatlently? wall, Just censider .
what intellesxtuals have boen doing this paut cenfury, #¢ fearful of there having bee;:
“one, only one Marx", that overything from “he ety through the "Frae Individualt
Beven in sccupied Francal on oristing Stete Pawors hag achieveq
in brinzine us ta the to # of the progent world eristg,

The firsgt Groat Divide in Marxisy cime with the betrayal by the
Second International, It took no zreat a cetastrophe, a warld holocaust, to make
Lenin rocegnize that Such ol'zanizatlion wasp't really the answer, tha Tactivityn
which would make mppues followyleaders, leaders whwe had "brought thes Harxiss as
azalnst either oxploitation or traia unienism. So the groat ganlus tho extended
"the vanguard parcty to Gead™ to the point whore that is RH&SscIENTRPELIL] all
thet "hintory" remecherg about him. {I amsume you do knovr all the changes that
oceurrad In his concept of tho party3l903ez3 alh XTI of Marsism and freedom doals
extensively with the quastion of tha ralationship of gpontacelty to organizatien.)

Yot the sreatest nart that Lanin hag baqueathed is the Bhilosopﬂ




-~

ratiurn to Hewol, the rerolutisnsry dialectls widhgut vais: the rereiulion iteslf .
would have been edancered, and,ixfesd, wus sre: sfter It hadt suerosded Bnt he
. 2fad% the philosephic sxbivzlance alded . the 2otastive sitmatics of & wev

- pountererevelutisoary staze to zaln dealnzace, .

. [) '
P Zat it “ithe Party™; 7*~nw-;.'c-v tie purtriief Leloded bace fer thers
H : was naither z difference in copcept of party sven wivm be vas ageelied) wad
i sero snevitinn Lo byreaueratizatisn] instan! of clemoverinr, alesr with 5 o
stare in cognitlon, » new, 1ize revslztlgea~7 Zorce that s alre “easea) it m‘
lexd way ouvt, what did bdepandent, ::‘n—s'.u'tar Artallectaals 20l
- ‘ -\}}‘/ o n'a..l. ey epoch bad apaneri In the 19:0'5 Irpa MML-MEMS",.
P 7 from l_u_;_dm-lus maszes, e it \n Tasi i:ag:-m fone 17, 1355 iprecedel i |
‘ Phacinerd G54 by workeer batzlioc with astomatiog) o= Afri-s {Baww,1757-E,
precedsd by the dlzurian Zevolztiss) er fiack Dizezsion La 58, e #2511 thare is
sreats des~th of taongit ememz Sateliactuals tisrn srer Eefere. It 1o as iT
{mne;l-t. ceatrary to Eata"-a; does like a4 7acsan, 3t I mufese te Delleve ket
and, s I hace showm in MET dhicn Is ZaIlr Sl en thel xovemant Zrew pesctice
% theers and a sew socisty, cﬂarawin:’.drmiy e cectrisies, thars in
rothing ia the thousht even ol
&7 cowagn mun.

[

Mzdoumt(mm)mtbcxmmhmﬂﬂn;.wm
. lsctuzls to do. ihat it wesns is that Gt iz dbers the Sisilectmale? task :
. £irat bepinc.. mmmhmﬂzanhodsdwmirammgmﬂuntm 13
: ’ Mm@mmwmm,m,:m,wwmm
o~ of theory and practizo leads te mwalatiszary t:mfmt!an.thaﬁm.nny
~ | did discever as great dinsnrisns within Stsel( asmiﬁcmuﬂtshwar.
' (Mlmucm!_duhu*mh.u‘&n“’Lﬁlgﬂ-_;uc!"trstadlt!.ﬁe
arHEppLW.n-?mdnrlwmwmm)

chIvﬂlw‘.’nit e ww et a.tL_'g e si..w:eghia;npﬂ:e

Eparty to. p Elaredsg® all lxteltpotvals to Iisten,listec,disten, "am_"‘,‘

3 - i:rta.‘l.loeha.‘!.!fg:s-'e veTy aearly tramsforme’ tierselres Sato o3l fvmhia

: _ " peas” to take doulx what pthers gald ruther tiac reoiecting ibelr owq idews,
“‘onca they did rmﬂuﬁnﬂvﬂnﬂmrwmﬂuh&mndm
‘comes rom the comsel of mexy. M’hﬂgﬂm FeFalmticn. dons, in 7ect,
reverse the process, that is £ vay, bezins axd exis, inslens, with felt-
devalopuent of theazht itsels, 3t we tave cot cotlec fax nod now T feel very
strongly intellectusls ore of tihe sssencs. I was espociaily imrassed oy
your quastions bSecause your lntorest, lonz Sefore you mel augy of us, did begin

. whera a revolntion ukd solns m,m&w‘g.nfw*.e}_m"'—ica shere,

despite the revolniivax, ve are Winensins Sainee~d mmf

When w02 conuider the bDotlounloeazs thacrwtis vold since the Seath
of Ienin, there is harfiy an em? to all the thgemweti- vold thut neefs to e
“dane i ever 1z is to caich o= to tie cRalilesze Drom elov, mot 2 mectips vhen
it ringlly wil) malee ftw lenp at Salir ef the two, Hibhins 3s mgre oot
thrse fays then to T et 2 totally oy welallenth®s af theoyry o prarilcos,
and nothing more aealed than some orirfzal cont-izciicss thatl =ome frem solie
4ilazipline as wall as resaifs-, n8% toe mocrtrons Tsynptazale” Pepitios of g5
Althusam who =safs into pracy aze Prow per duam ki s epty Sul Peuliter
cazulst>y spina o=t ¢® the sonvslutisex of ni= TRy FAYier, TI a2 historic
realin- that Joes 2ot separite the Festorizgyr froax s lofzs-mess of hlstc-f.
The one creat orljiaal contrisution fefibe hoory a7 the pa-ty™ lenis J1x mve
. was the Iaflnitlen af vhatr is a party nembe—, thal i 10 say, oo “exial of ;
b zemirership to thess whg wouldf 253 wrils -z ol Tsela,” fo thore is op rocs -
) ) o disorienizel pwrsen than 22 Intallcestal 2af 2e, 2w ghove 211, ~we’s the
3 . 19605 selonrin:, the dissizlise o 2 o903, sost frsties®, nith Less Tregiing gnt®

Seriepmgpet T L
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of membars Lecauss seme ono on hizh or oW doclerus te oo "urkiisciplinad,  bng
the full collectivity in working out ldeas ns well as stratezy and taoties. That .
is vhy, at one and. the seme Gime, Mews & Letters Committess Remolutisn has - ‘
practically ne disciplinee~you cannot be expelled acept for an snti=clazs
struggio sctien or manifestition of raciz) chauvinlsme=while deily activity is,
again; very much up t0 the individual ani act only locel or netlonrl, and yet
‘there 1s no way to be a Harxist-Humanist and sot belenz end nst fesl that the
vory organlzatisn of your ldeas cannot be sohlaved i izelatlon &lons. At ths
same time tha isolation to ba aveided s nst only from rank and £ile but_froem
" the musses-en la, ‘Outslide of the voate thors practicaly is ns #1fforence hotvess
outside and inside, : o T

' Since it ali is #o new, you car. help ua work out pome
" specifications about =pecial tasks for intallectusls. You wore right wien you
" sald wm have a lot te say aheust whet intedlsmotials cangst do, but little of
what they shkould, It was, and s, inpsrative that they recogalse bogks us hwt
the Usourze' of Reason, but realics 1t comes sponienesualy fres the marser,
from 81l tho forcss of liburatlone=vomen Liberatlor ard youth as well as tha
- crozial 3lsck Dimonaion, Hut aftar that yo batiar dig, dig deep ints beeks,. .
. into histiry, inte phllssephy for whthout catshing that aelngle link of . . -
continuity (the lifauleod ef the disleatic) with hlateric past, with Marxism .
- in ita orizins, thers As nu way to single out the new end desalsp the original -
for eur day as -both historic contribution of ouwr age apd the revelutianary K

jcrmfomziﬁn:?f"tha age, .. e -
L L The cne thing that impressed na frow the lecture touz: this

yocr ‘is precisely the intellectusls® own reilization and huiger for thesry

& gerisus Marxipt-Humanist -sense, Heretolere it uned tebe very.mush’the sty

. the activists vho weuld Tisten while their prolfessers toek the' hour 'eff Fiv
“neneacadomic responsibilities." This yeer the profevsors-‘who did atteidesdnd’
in UCIA espacialiy it wes also in'mpecial aolleaulituny WEMe on Marxivmeapliloseph
relutlonship to ecoromics, tha cimlecion of liberation, az a unity of $heory an
practice; can Althusder be callad s Marrist at all?  what is the dlimck Dimensic
glotally?dnd- even tho questlon of how dees one project phllesophy érganisetions

T ~ I'm most sorry that we got to speak o 1ittle outside of
"Tormel” telks. I do hope that this can be the boginning of a diaiogve-mand
I mean it orally and not only in wriften form. _ Our weekaut polnt, is the dral
..prejuction, tho challenze. tc.othor tandancin. and netanli toothe-atolagro -
“acadenis ‘or the capitalist Tactory; there we can leeve it to the preletariat ,
-who fight 1t day in and day aut. 2ut whét do we do to counter the daily dronching.
by the statug quo, the bralnwashinz sans terror, the passing off of false consclous
ness for Idaas, teecelistic and, instead, aliclt frem thoge desp passlons for - 357
freadom that hunger far mxpression and lack both the confldence, ani the ferum?
I hope you will help us and that, soon, this comradughip will bscome the form
. of reorzaniration of one's own thoughts and 1ife for we must alse know how te
- speak in future tense, not as Utopils, Sut #s what will pe this very day if, Sf. if,.7

Yours,




