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Introduction
r . .

Although mr topic 1nc1'udes Oommmlsn &g an la% agral pa.ri,
be-.cut of place to- en audlence of $h1a type first M40 provek

. ‘o ome har niiztakea the totalit
‘s Oommiziisy

_plliance, attemptad. to make Thoms "J’eff‘
*’“&on;m of’ Fla:.‘:: and. Maraham Inincoln a psrudonym for=d‘a.eph- Bt

iustaad. of créditing ‘the i‘rana ~philosophes fox" thp. thoughta of .
'bhs Americen leaders of 1776 vrote lusidly: on tha fact thel’ tha

nat vice-varsa. I{ 1 gven more trua thut he wrotz~—passion

Af yon wiii~~that the workers! pimple quesfion n dogs Ly d.a‘y
""‘Begin and whun"(iaes"iv“e:fﬁt was a more megmificent phﬂosopl:q

elfher the Declaration of Independence or the Righbs of Man. "MId'

. pleca of the poipous catalogue of the !lnnlignable rights of man! .
‘comes_ tho modest Mognn Oharta of & Legally limited worlking day vnich
ghall make olear when the . tlme which the wor!'er solls :!.s endad. tmd.
when his own. ‘begins,, QuEntun mutasus eb illo.'

SR
l ' ..

In any cass, One e.tement, whather 1% 15 tha lpnaar
.truth or the greater truth, dogs not make the whole, and I will not’
vulzorize elther -the American or the Marxist Humanist Traditicne in

thig talk which aims to relete Marx's thinkirg to the historic. ngpechs
of Amgrican thought. . o ‘.
' 1H5 0-1 :
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oz I mderﬂtand. this 1¢ predominantly
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No, I'm a.fra.id. this gahrich -quiok! typa oi’ smch
: -f.or Angrican roots of Marxign from which poor Teblen, with Both tha .
* Gommmists snd Pochnoorats trylag s ‘olaim him, sufia[:. more tuan nn;r

w E.n.,le ‘Angrican, better bs allowed to rent’ in peacs. {Nelther do I wish
e The conaiuer native radicaliam like Paward Bellamy's Looking Backwerd
i Vor Henry Oeorge's Progress and Poverty. The sconomit dstorminishs Fri from
o Tuwipr $hrough Parrfogton tc Beerd were Cortainly @i influsntiel in'
aatahlishing & vigw of our historicsl development that 4in somp minor
weys parallel alemerite of Marxisu, 3But there sgeln ony ong elemont Lo
does not m-‘-ka tha vhvle—and the whols in wholly onpoaod. to !-iar::l.nm . L

"

oy 'L‘ha only Harx:l.nt root I consider gezm:!.na 48 the L‘bolitioni t

vamen* in dmerice and that despite tha 'fact that most of than did - -

not #veb Inow Merx, Wuat e of fax greater importanse 1 the- gzontsngoma

._f:l.nit p_f :ldeas, ‘the indenendsnt worl:ing out of thas prodlems of the:

ngo ag menifested. in ong's own: country, and the gommon: saurca—-tha Negro:
:Amar!ca r.nd his own activity in’ ﬁghting fsr freadnm. ‘

k .It is th:la uhich I w:l.sh to davalop aa thc ,,lmer 00
::um-eud. then procepd diroctly to our oux 8go Where, I yill not
h.ave_ the -authority ofm. 1ivz.ng lfarx ‘o ‘ba.cl: me 'up and. hn.va ,t awin o

TGS, [Hens fh V- /?’

T 1can oota oi‘ ‘Msrxism-—The Abolit* onlst. Mov'amenb

P Lmna least kmown part of Marxism ia ttn American roob .
. I'n not refedring to any organization that callad. itgelf Marxiot

. elther in Marx's own tims or ours. Of sany of those’ Marx said, WIf . .
i is Marxism, I'm not a Marxist.! He foupd ho had to' meparsate hiim-
“splf from the. aelf-styled Morxiats in fmerica who iried to evode the . .\:
.. whole ‘Lssus of the “ivil War by saying they were uppoBed ‘to Yall slagery,
. wage and chattol," At Marx wvas aobivoly and unpsbanedly on the

 wide of the Horth, ol tlnlbaboelry=tr=triorboday. I will.

not minimige the ma-Zs demonstrations in England which stopped WS
the Britich §ovemment's flirtations with the thouzht of an'l.erin,ﬂ on tha
side of the outh---'l‘ha Workingmen's Internationzl Aseccintion, heeded - . .
by Marx, 1s certainly an importont manifestaticn of thp rglabionahip betwaen tha
xf Marxist concept of freedom a.nd the Amgrican.

i~ Mw w«-ir” e

L
A e T m«o Aert

il e o
A ﬂ\




PAnd by the South I mesn likewise e principle, and
.o .element of civil life, in fourteen rebellious
I mpen an-eleuent whick, like the days of Queon Mary and the -
don,.cannot tolerats free speech, &nd punighes it viih the
i ~rigon” this 'Bxistoorncy of the Bkin, which considers the
t:Dec2araticn of :Independence & ghom and denocracy a cnars—whish balieves
P 1:0f &he raco ig born booted and spurrad, and the othor
888y, 60ddled for that third to ride.,, & clviliza-
n Prohibits the Bibls by stetute to evory\sixth man of ite
comandly, and rufs- T 1 r Geaching & bdlack
sieter to. e  msan the intgllectual, social arigioccratic Peuih
~wthe ‘thing thut menifeets 1tself by berbarism and tke bowle~knife, by imt
2 acheloy, by ignorancs end idlezess, by the olaim of . . ..
; v . ‘ G ,

. . &
on in her courig, by statutes, ctonding
five thoveand dollars for tho
1lian - X That. South d¢ to be amnihilated.
g iause) .. The :totality of my cOmmon sensep=or whateVer you may
A t—10 this, all furmed wp in one words Thie countey will ngver
know pence Nlor mion wtil the South (using the word in the sense I
have degoribed) ic annihileted, and fhe North-is aproad over it...
em and civilization,! _

'Onr{_atrugglp 18 between barbari
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: - elpting, in
—-and I & talk ¢
880Uy that mogt . nMembers 1n gogg g:::gfics
18;1611 ik
t8ez falrg |
oot Jabor titles & iolence of thol
: n #dly,
In Amorica whion hiil%m 8 work on fhg La;ogi;oe:’mtﬁg '
, ag&rﬁhist, Asa ¥ dgr'ﬂﬂ "She Tavings oF pa
goonomics and, furthy BiTe88¢d the naed
¥ » o ral tg G °
'gb;“t Poldtico-soononic trentines §§§r"’$§t§e§"‘f‘m *
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Bt -'i"endall -?hillips fnrtnar lroe..led this ous, noat con-'
‘ 'cely: b { naid tha‘h imless the blecks hacoms the basla of South
_ Rgoopntmotlon wi ;dgbt aa well not have fcught sad won, we will’ rotro«,
K : to anothez' :Eom o-P ba.rhar!.:m.

1 o
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%

Mhe gasption of land and the’ peauant an. *hs prarag;nieite
Lor & smraas;fu.. revolutloy wns brought home to ue in the Vivil Wai¥.,
: ) : =’ great. eclluvorstor, had writhen Dafore, ks
?*sant Yars in Germany, that because the German .
entury hed 'batra,yad tha peuant revolts by . .

8 lend, tko country Zteelf- “diuappmed. for

_of :éoumntries playing an irdspendent

'uf:fe. from the incomplete revolution iz,
4 not get 'his "HO a.crea q.nd.za Fulo (
f 3 "

Yondall- Phillips is- ‘t‘.he on%y ‘honuonut ,
) t0, tha lebor: dovenent 4tHelf. Mo young ia” ‘our ‘covntry that 4L
a2 tine I could show an astual living gomnection betveen
ang Ve’ Dobe, . and. thus Marxien gocialiem, but now I'must proceed: to
he ‘changes. in Harz's eruatest theoreticsl werk, GAPIM, mades vndar:
he impach of: ble ducads of the 1860's in genare.l und 'I:ha '04viL Ve, :I.n
the Uns.ted. States in: particula.r.

Be-darx's CARPITAL

.. All of us lknow what 1t 1s to be damned with f::.int
praise. J‘ouph Schumeter however hag triec‘_ It with oxcesvive prailse.




s
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o Jogaph. Schumpater coiisiders Marx's meterinlistic soncepticn
_ -history as nothing short of a work of genius whoretpon hg complains j.
/-that Marx ovorsstimated the value of philosoply; in general end of - -
. [ Bégelinn methodology in partiowlary” He procesds-tp cell Merz the moat
.| = studite of al) economicts and corbot Gontain his prdiee for Marx'e .
L of theory,” of being eblefo treneform "histor: ¢ narrative iuto |
- Wevorio-ralsonna® s wigrsuponsha procesde to dldssct ap "gconomigth
- only-and disragard entirely t made it possible’ to tyrrsform historic .
aerratlye inte hiatoric roagan, now did Marx'e "ideal jof theory evolva,
- -He'dves this mot maliclouely ‘or ovenk conscicusly—itAs impossidle for
..8%.intellsctusl nowadays even'whan he adnires anoihsr intelleetral with
. Wholt hy dompletely dlsegrecs) bC ConCeive 0f-tko 'PAct that genius beg ;
“‘any’ connectdon with common m&;{utnny. / v e g -
&7 'MerX, on the other hand, alwaye £41tthe puleg v{qu.t s
*the sponteneous orgenizetion of iths working. class,?. nd- gy
. Tt N . “thﬁory.“ g - R ! .-‘..

Tl

v

‘been !wdrking:-out his gconomic, thaories.: aver

’ by £ 1y published whet he'conniderad to. bs the
of-Oapital and which he' had collsd Critighy of Political
ut. Le: 20 Booner ‘pyblished it thek he Was digeatisfisd,with.
be impact of: the (C4gil War he retvrned to.fie maruscripts
2.5, fhorough -overhaul, in structure and form particwlarly, .
-wogt fundamantal reorgenizations occurred -in 1863 an in 1866
Ik yas fimally published in the form we have it oday, except. .-
“additlona}of a1 nature that he'ndded affer The ParTis-
L 1BTLL £ I8 Nag - dn! that hs added the section on the - -
‘Working Dey, whic®'WIll illuminate what Schumpcter calls "the 1dea? - R
f theory and wkat I cull the Humanism of Marxiem or Merxism o3 a thaory
of1ibardtion.\ I{complated Unrxts tranceendsnca of both clapsieal i - -
. pelitical. acon and Hegellan philowophy, the two main gources of
his theory, and the creation of a new world Wlew of history which was
s0lidly based on the actual azciivity of mn.g Jirst, thers wea the .
relationship of the abolition of slavery to the stiugsle Tor the eight
hour day. -As Marx was to write in CAPITAL: "In the United Stateg of |
/North Anerice, every independent movement for the workere wes paralyzed
80 long ap slavery disfisured & part of the Republie, Libor cennot smang
‘eipate itself in tho white okin whers in.the Dlack it ip brendad. But
out of tha death of slevery a now life at oncs arose. !‘The first fruit
of the Civil War wes tho elght howrs! mgltation that TR with the Sevem
leagyad boots of the locomotive from theuAtlantia to the Pacific, from
Hey “ngland to Oslifornia. The Gemersl “ongress of Labor at Baltimore ¥ .
(Augnst 16, 1866) doclared: 'The first anrd great necossity of the present,
to Xz freeg the labor of thip country from capitalistic slavery, is tha -
DPaselng of a law by which elght hours shall be ihe normal work
in all States of the “mericen Union, We ave resolved to pub forth a1l
our strergth until this glorious result is atteinsd.t!
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e AT Lﬂho woxkers having by thelrows Ngorrect inefinct? \'\\
v formuletad 8 demand in olmost the procise %crms that Merx had worked |-
. +86:herd fo premani 3 the first Infernationel, the theoTeticiare mind

“toolk wing,  New-ostegsiles were oreated, € wisp’ forvard-in-philosophic™

. dognitidn wos mode, tud & maw woy of Yhinking repultod. Flrst--this is
our BEOOND in tracing the 1lluminetions -the 1860%y cast for Mart—coms
* the shift frium the higtory nf theory to the histdry of produstion 'Y
. rolations. ') In CRITIQUE, he would stite his thaory on commodibise and
“mongy and tREN sapplement it with the other theorien on that eubject.
" 22, BiPITAL, he Temoved £11 othor theorles to the end of the work,
Volmie 1, and ctraightavny from the mentioning of the duality in the

e

‘i 1aWor. 1tsels, batweez abatiact and concrets, and after that Yo split

tho ontezory of labor into labor stending for the function, the activity-:.

1$uels; and-labor power, - blie mere AbIlity to lsbot which thg sapiielist

vefs 2.2 comuodity according te the luws ‘of exchange. Thip does: 0%

gt tPAngtorucd Into' the’ Twiction. 1tnelf watll he: Belcnge to the eeri

and-ig ‘made by:hin fcpraduce 8. greater velus. than it 1tself.le orige

£irsd aftar the day's Work, Marx.ie the only theorebical econ nind
ntered ha fuctory—snd stayed there for ths - grenter perbof
1yzin Y ne o : . productions: b

v
cer

1t fa-ib this part—The Production of Absolub

.¢hat" the section-on-the WoTlsdn Mujfha}m_e,demi S G0
who Yook pon thoss pages oo (feob. ptufs M xlorget that socle

1tgglf would have collapsed bEd the workers not fought 'fp:jrthe“shégtant'hg

© 6fitha s working day. -Capitslism Reatroyed nine generations of spimer

commndity botween use-value and exchangedvalue moves oYer te the dvallity -

in ‘only Shree geherations, The Hupanism of CAPITAL gives 1t that profun&ify,

", that force and directlon vhich made posoidle the pradiction of mono=
- polles and deprosnlons. _ K

n . B N ~ AL

: ) Marx asdn'c prodict them because he uas n propaet bib
because of & notors and two factors onmly, 1) he dlalaecticelly
carripd through %o the end ths edonomis laws of dovelopment of

cepitalish socisty end 2) having put the Human Being—the wazo lsborers

—~inatend of the thing—wege labor—at the center of his theoratical

J

world, Marx disccrned in ths mirugsles end new thinking the Mew 'fo;'qsal:' due

- passionsfiont for o new soclety. The winring of the shortening of the
workigz day which Marx called Pz veritable clvil woo! wns £inally the
matgricl boels for fresdon. : o

M Q’ ,r’ liwo principles are involved in the strustural change In
gJ\.PIEML, one flowing from thaory and one Trom practice. The philosophy -
/of the shortening of the workiggs day, which arose out of the actual . -

' cless strugsles, embraced all concopts iaside and outalds it, %he’

thinking of tho thsoretician was thus corstantly filled with more and

mora contont, £illed by workern'! struggles and workers! thoughta. Those

ware the conditions created for the lenp. The leap ltself developetd .

the idea thet the Wltlrate crestion of freedom rests wnon the chyt

of the working dayt Ireedon restn unon the chorboning

N
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s " - The soclalization of 18bor ::ee.nt. in human tarms, a groat
arny, of hbor. united and digaiplined by the very mechanism of labor and
fcroed, m ordar to straightan thelir bant ‘backs, io throw off not enly
eapitaliat ‘oppression but put an end to clasd bociely,’ and reunlte oude.
. and:for all, ix" the huzan being hinsolf, maktal end pancsl labot go thnis
the: pro-bietory of ‘soclety can end end htmanit::'n $rhe history Vegin on .
?'—the bagls that the frae development of pach is: the cundﬂion ﬂcr the

frea a.nd. MI d.avelopmanta of all, =

" Blres: Blo GAPITAL wos bullt mainly on ire woist adva'lced.
of his dﬂ;f—-ﬁnglmd—-he varnad' “Intrinnica..ly it 1z not. -1

s ﬁ'ha Hitlers, the I-iuuaolinia, ths Rhmcheva a.:'o not .
Germanu. Itaiiens end Bussions only. They Teprosent obJectiva forcea.
. Mo Carthyian was but a pale, Impotent shadow, but it 1e & warring all”
-hhe seme as to what happens when deep fundamentel criaea in production
a.nd 1n aocaaty) Jua& k:oop pil:lng up. .

fhe 1929 crash was the dividing Line in the ‘mericn.n min /
.

C—s wall ag’ ‘tha economy.. . : /
N —— ’ g

1/é had, on the one hand, the Brain Trust-——xgnd I 4o not
mean only those who went by ithat name in the government. I mean all intel-
lgetunl plenners, small and large, those without purpoas end those with,’
-thosp who 1nvented the Hew Deal to seve capitalism and thuse whe vanbed.
"to usel the New Detd to move headlong to totelitarian plarning on the
o Runsia.n model.

T e e e e e s L L S b b e e ot t == T
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 nob 53 t..ojbu.lly. dfferont that Shey did
Dlegganth—tha Youmim g£h -Parly made a uharhbles

-7 not find colsbithati
© of ‘el1]. independelnt AN

. N

L

0 .- They fgll not because thay wers' troltors, aithovgh a few wers, -
- .but besause they ail bad the newe nnme Tor all the 1ile: PLAY. . It 18 .
&hip. that madothem meantdfor@sachlothsr bedfedlows of tha Vomermigin.
Paradozically, -this becamy clearest they threw off the dirget. .-
Jomwrunlgto—at the end of World Wer TI, For it was thon precieely thal
Uemmmnigto N1t ths Jackpot with thelr, new form.of populsr froati
irpeace.’ Mo ode short 0f ‘the ex-vice-riomident oF Anerica: Géme’ to. hod
the Frogresaive Party. . Do not. think that Wallece wae’ ainisled ‘bhck
odetin,: " He wad' misled all right, but it ims not - 6 1
JYolog Ntekon in" vms & Gyibol of ‘an CBIRCTIVE factor—. the
aBolyed CRISIS AND CONTRADIOTIONS WHICH FODLOWND. A VICTORY. THA:
'RESULY IN ANY NZV.SOOIAL'ORDER, .. - :

CT R -

s

- . Ty
e, 388y holilow! not because I deprecate’ths Americen tradition
of 1lberty, tub rather because I contvast these grent treditieons to- the
-actunl dollur dyplemacy that mads the rounds of the siwalrening Aglan -
- glanbt in. the company of the very powerfs that had held then in subjection’
.- for centurilgp, - : : A . .

1 . And hollow! I also mean what was happening in -cur country, . o .

- for nothing is Detter Jnown in Hurope and the world over then ths Negre ' -
queotion and we camnnot keep 2 tenth of the nation—over whom. & Givil . Yar -
wa8 fought<=in the conditions they are in and lectmro to others on demo=: .- .
crecy ve., Coummist totalitorimnisn, To the rest of the world not only
the Benator Fastlands end Governor Foubuges are no different, but the -
‘statement of the culturad gaulknar that bg would Dbe ready ts spill Dlood
of the Negro to keep the “outhern wey of Life" sounds ack barberic as = |
indged it le. When {iisenhover asks such as Faullmer ‘to. head-a Committao of
Intellpectuals for twal Frgedom—it ismiey the stillbirth it wan. -




, . "W nged not merely £ back to the troditione of tha. -
" Abolitiorlets it forwerd to o Mew Huranism comprehsnsive eiough in theory, ;
- gisopa, logic and 1ife %0 win the globel struggle forlly the minds of melle T
. And our cowntry ie rich encugh in iraditions of \uglf-eutiviiy fren tha' -
,comtittaos of corraspondence M 1n cclonisl tines thab sppesred just &
big nuipance %6 the British cuthorlties XefinEg who avoke oe day to
114 Ahnt these nulgances Were, ags Charloe A. Foerd put it, WIBE .

mmgs,or,mqm;om througn the sit-downers of 1936 who trounsformed
6 dntnstrial faide of the nation, to the, TTesent kind of wildcats against
pxiﬁtﬁg'-ilgbdri'buxéaimrapy» vhich demand & more fundamental answer

atomation. than elther the economists, wolentints, or 1abol - leadsmehin
yetcome to, ‘_ . K ‘ - T S e

‘Taa’ sor:"ir"' .:tp "sa_i::.d. hs;i;,bh‘ 'but
TIQN ihich seriously breat men
: john R, Yo

1 ;

- - Ehe struggle for the nindd of men~—sid A :
hat--oanzot be won with hollow words of ‘demooracy. But: s
tradiyions of America, 80, winhibited are tha & TELRT

sived noticas of leaders, ”inclivding ‘those: from i

“to Mlead" them or n;iel'ead:thame-e.nd.',tﬁ'evihaﬁfe. no &weof
) 13 “1ilkp the French pristentialiste.-Thet doeo nos -mean, they
“rejett theory. On the contrary. THERE 18 A HOVEMENT - FROM PRACTIOR 200
mmggoﬂ ] TH.:-".E IS LITERALLY BROGING TOR A MOVEMENT FROM THEORY 70 FRACTIOCE.
- 20 MzE® IT. : LT

t

g Vhen these £inally do meot—snd I have no doubt of ',
the meeting--it cennot be anything chort of a NEW HUMANISIH. R




