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.. i history when the Concrete dssoriptions of Mary on capitalisu have exhausted
- thanselves~-11ks the descripticaw merely of concentration end centralisatioi of
© pepisal bad exbuushed itself st ihe time of the appearence of imperialism and -
" .“gollapse of Second, which sent Leain ic Hagel, This time it isn't merely Marvuae

- Tate‘of pro?it’ cannot stop everyom from Cémmunists who pervert to ths scholars =
, Who oarnot greap, to be "taken in" by the fact that machines, instead of men; -are
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- Dear Peter:

. I'm ever 8o grateful to you for your lottexr of the 12th, andnore for
Jour comnents than foo the translatior from the Grundrisca, bsonuss it gives om
A visw not alone of your thoughts, which ars impartant ejough, but of the whole
milier of Oerman Mirxism, I do not begridge Rese luxeniurg her greainess as o .

 Tawluticnary, anf the originalily of many elements of her thought, But you camnot
be sarioun if Yyou think Hegel meant little to ber, Shenay not beve liked-bim as
#ell ae the otheys who were full of praise of him, but did nothing serious with
the source of all thsorys the proletarist. But one letter, amecng others, stands
out in my mind bscause at that time-—many, many yeurs ago—I atidl had not rejeoted
Lenin'e Materdaliom and Fmpirio-critioiswm, and here she was writing to Loulse r

Krutsky sbowt tho SARUBIFADG ¥uioh ey ontly had funt baen received, to the effect
thet it ie real scpaomoris stuff, but since,no doubt, Tenin meant well, it is best
rot to inmilt him, T wish ashe had 4akan him deriously enough to write the moot -
dmsning oritioiem, ‘Thon ws reaily mix would bave somathing to go on philosophically. . |
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And 1t eurely isn't true thut lassalile "knew" Hegel as well as Marx; ,
he knew the teruinology, that is all, Narx paid it perfeotly when be s2id bo was .. ..
trying "to apply" Hegel like a schnolboy, and, in tha rrocess, bad chosen a S

- bourgeois, inutead of a proletarian bero, to dramatize. Onwe cannot Yapply™ Hogely . e
- one mist recveste him on meterialist, humanict meterinilstic basis a ia " .

ily "obaespion® with Hegal wepppears at ea.t_;;h aritionl tuz:ning.roinf. :

thet 15-bofuddled by Avtomaticn) mnd the mere restatement ol Marx on thé declining -

‘atill the mwoducers of value and surpiw valus. In the cage of Lonin, what helped ?
hin restate botk his problem was the “little" Hegelian law of transformation into U
opposite, unity of opposites, idantiy of opposites beosuss it moant he oouid deal R
both with capital am Iaber, aristosrscy of labor. In our age 1% 48 the unity - £
of theery and jractice, or the mx"Bub oot 'a" relationship to ¢bJestivity, or ths ¥
second negation—-4he wvhole Daoctrine of the Notion as the »ealm of theory. Spinosa
omnnot help hers, beccuno he 1ived at e different sge.then Hogel who had the :
fortuno of living in the period of the Fyench Revolution and ¥apoleon, and thezafo
his thought indluded those abmolutom: revolution and counter-ravolution. I'1l

convince/¥et one day as I approach gremtur olarification in the writing of the
naw book, . '
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Marouss umd eratandn nothing of econcmics =—or the prolstariat, But
be is exoellent in portraying the whole of the contradistion of the intellectuadi
"wanting® revolution, tut being an ivory towver ac isolated from the factory that
he goes for "leuguage®, inoluding that of soc~called "Soviet Marcimm," The parts 2
from the Orundrisse that he quoted was tn show that Automation is not doing evorything
now, is not abolisbing value production that iu, beocavse, wnder ocapitalism, it can
only be "partial arrested,"(His euphasis) If he kad confidence in the Proletariat
and none othor aﬁoiﬂing value roduction, fe wouldn't constantly have to run to

the OGrumrisse instosd of CAFPITAL which is all too clear on Working Day, on "nogation
of negation" as proletariat negating, on fetishiom of commoditios naver baving heen
fully geen aven by Marx until after the Communc revealing the form, not only the
Tetinhistic form of commoditice hiding dead labor's domination oF liwving labor, but

the fres, apontansous, form of the Poris Comaune daoiding everything for itgelf.
Nare of that when I ase you next,
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Sorry 1 disturbed-ss, but thank you very, very much,
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Yowrs, /-




