April 25,1568

Dear ¥r. Goodwin: _

freawdo frosdom 18 both tho point of depertare and the paint of
return of Hogeilaa philosophy, thore 1z g groat. oarthiness abont Ats shllosoply
of religion as woll. Ho matter how closed an ontologicel syston it appesrs to
be, distory (with a capital H) plorcss through its mosh abotractesounding Absolutes
« thersinro, oven. the heavens are hound by Actuality. dagel cenld summarize
kir philesephy. phensmounslesy and histery of maniini as well as of thourht as
a "progrens in ths consciomsnuss of froedgn, ¥Finsliy, Lhis was not only
Hthoory! but praztiv; ' :
"when individuils and nitions have onza yoi 1a thelr heade S
the abstPact cuncopt of full-blown 1dborty, thers i nothing
like it in {its unconirellable atrangth, just because it lz
the very socencs of mind, and that as its very actuality... ;
The Greeks and Romana, Plet and Aristotle, oven the Stolcs did not heve Lit, Q4 the
contrary, thoy saw that 1t is only by birth (as s.z.an Athenian or Spartan citizen),:
or by etrasgth ol charmater, oducation, or ¢ philogophy (~~tho sage iz froe aven as :
& slave and in chains} that the human being is actuelly frea., It was through
" Chrlistianity that thic iden eamo inte the world, Accordiny te Christianit s tho
individual ae suck has ar Infiaite valus se the object and aim of divine Iidw...
man is implicitly destined to supreme freedom, : {Bhilosephy of Mind,pp.100-1)

. ‘ . What I raferred to in Sundey'’s talk ag the distinction Hepel
maces betwoen Christianity ss faith and »hidosophy vs, church is beat exprassed - . :
- by him, a8 always, through history.Ratlier than quoting Irom Philosaphy of Religlon,
"I bellove the most applicablen statement appears in Philosophy of History: - - i
o ' "Tha
Asformation resulted frem the corruption of the Church, That cerruption was not d
an accidental phenomenony it is not the merc ahuge of power ard dominion. A
- corrupt state of things iz very fruquently reprosented as an
'abusa'; it is token for granted that the foundation was goud we
. - thoe systom, the Lastitution itself Taultless--but tho pession, . -
tha subjective interest., in short, the erbigrary volitisn of gen hae nade use of
that which 1n itself was good to further ita own selfish ends, and that all that
18 required to be done is to romove these adventitious element . On this showing |
the institute in question sscapec oblogquy, &nd the evil that diofigures it appuurs
dppaurs something forolgn to it. But when accidentsl abuse _‘
of a good {hing roally otours, it ls limitad to particnlarity,
A great and general corruptiosn affecting a body of such largs
and comprehonsive scopo as a Churzh. is quite gnother thing.
The corruption of the church wac a antive growth.®

Although Hegel here rafors to the Cathelle Church and 8o nol.
only approves the Frotestant devolt but sooms to ghsolve that chureh, it really
isn't true that he 4idn't see the contradiction betweon faith and establishad
institutlon. “mlead, he began him adventurns in religlon by preferring the
“resks to “hristians, then when he"roturned to Caristlanity he transferred his
formar dislike of it to ths .lewish raligion, The point 18 that he himsolf weat
througly "the labor, patisnce, suffering and seriousnoss of the negative” ha demands
ef &1l those who would plunge inte serious thought, It is boet, thorefore, it
seams to me, to not taken eny singlo perlod of his 1ife as tho Winel Judgmentt,
but rathur to trece his cwn dovelopment. The most profound statement of that
preceus of devolopment has beon written by ilchard Kroner as his Intreduction to

Hegol's corly Theological writingg,

I trust this hes boan of somo ayl to your making a decision
about chafring that philosophy colloquinn, Forhaps thare will be other vpportun.
ities to meet and discuss not only iHepel the philesapher of raliglon but of Hird,
which I consldor the objective and subjoctive praparation for ravelution, Doa't 1o
that seare you Just a8 I do rnot 1ot idopzel's Lutheranism scare me from his dlalectic

Yours, 1 :: e




