Jdune 8, 1957

Dear Priends?

: : Thig letter scneerna itealf wlth one thing that fa sentral
50 tha promotional of the booki—-the bullding up of a malling 1lie%, -

Between now and July vhen we will hawe the Jaskat bDlurb
to begin %iat promotlon emcli-—and I mean gaek, hot groups sr evan
aouples but gRel for eash of us has led a ssparate 11fo even if in
tho pest yoers there sre nc frieads that jon have thnt are not shared-o
sanhk of ug, then, must delve baeX intc his memory to high echool
doye, featory working days, nelghborhood daye, or what you whll,
aud'iisn IVery fnams gnd address,

‘ It doaz not matter thal 7ou have nuvt folloved the
vharasbouts of there psople and are not gure «f the yresont wisresbowte;
sometimauy the %wrong® person pleking up sush nn mdvertisesent 1s
bettar than ithe pergon addresced to, :

C I% doez not natler whether you wish o be aspoalinted
with She Look or net to this lndividual; the leyter noed ReY oarry
& voturn adérags or my vord by jyou, aliReugh where ysu do RAGW -
an individual werd is of aaurso'hns%. The main peint howevar is o
that 1t will contaln the Jaskst blurk wiieh will suseprdise the - o
gontents of the kuok, tell who the anthor is, and have the publisher -
‘as-the sddroac;vhere they man order fyom, . - - T

s e . Hor édoen 1% mattar thafl %the person is not Ainterested
in what Mo sonyldera to bs "pelities”, In this exso we are not .
interested in dasple bsosude they nre interestsd in the book. Ve
are ¢nly: inteireuted fhat a1l as widely spars'as possidle-~in arery
sonaefivable rield, whether working elace or intelleatuxl; and An

. 8Very .sonasivable plads oither in thie country nr-abroadé—shﬂulq

sar that. there ig such a work haling published, .

- :  To €eapsh your mamury requirss some eoncentrated
-work and esnnot be dcne in a single. svenlng, That s why it 1s
-important to begin right now szearshing through your address baocks,
lettars, nementos, ets.,ste. and bulld up this addrons 1tst, You
s&n add to these you knowﬁn;hoaa your families Xnow, and any

nanes cnd addreeses you shanse upch in the dally preus.

- The Jasket blurb will be sent to ssch person and
walle the organizer should ehack up as to how many were sent oit,
eaah individual 4oes this in the lelpurs of his home and in thn
ecnoentration of hig mamory and vision, '

_ ~But sines thero is nothing we do--no matter how
seeningly feshnisal it is~--thut is not at the same time of the
highest polSties, I would like to sum up all the main points of
the Wook inte the proof of its unusual sharacSer so that yeu should
see why all previnus eategoriem am to who is and who ig not interasted
domm not apply in thie case. Tha eontribution that sums up ail
other gontributions lies in the part ealled "The Ralationsitip of
the So-called Yanguard Party® to the Spentanecus Seir-Organieation
of the Froletariat." It sovers the period 1902-1983, In those
20 yeara Lenin, who ig known in history ag the theorist for the
Vanguard Party, shanged his position on the questicn at loast

€ times, thust .
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-

{1}In 1902-05 he wae most adamant on the faet that sosinlianm
or the now soelety ean ecme only through a vanguard party who wvould
bring 4% into the maszes “from the outside, " by themselves, he said ,
the wurkera oen reash no further than trade union sonasiouaness, It
is trae tkat he was aven then Glatinzulahad from the ragt of the
Soelrl~Demoeracy basaure he put the stregs on the. ‘
Acuvers the party dloeipliring the intsilestuzls, But tha p2iut

. of sonsgntration wers ot the miswes, but the verguard, o this dey

the old radiesls see only this point in Lenin‘sg theory or the party,

- {e) During the 1908 Revoiution 1tself, hrwever, he threw
svorscard, in the asin, %hig eoneept of bzﬂnﬁing coelallae *from.
the ou:aiia*, ang inaisted that the Ruosian Revolution chowed that
the workers dgpontaneously eome to scalalist ideas,

(3)In 1908, during the period of the Tearigt sounter-revolutio:
Lenin and all Rusainn goetaliets were Toreed to smrk underground.
Wuile he 414 not rovart to hig 190803 position in full, the
ocnditione of functioning imposad on tro party then seemed %o
onee again (hink of sooimlist 1dams as ecrming rom books and waing
introdeoed inte the maos mo¥ement by "the. vargumed parsy,* Astuelly,
hewavor, hemin fought all the intellestual tsndeneien 33§g%g_gha _
party, ineludng Trotakylsm whiah was kot part of sha Bolg svike, - "
for rishtlng for infivense %gyan* the proletariat instead.of ;esiing '
cut ths. Yg sgencmig bass of the spesifiec etage of prodmetion, .

' reastion %o that €taga of produetion, and

T ehe . o
thon huild ths theory of e 1gn5unrd‘party on that,
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~_(4)¥When wer broka and the Beuond Internationsal batrayed the
soslaliat proletarimt, he not only fought the betrayors, and sgid
R party Bust be bullt along entirely dirferent lines that do nrot
perrit the artistosraey of lahor to dcminate. the Rerdwxthinking
of the party, He also pus in & gfaazal‘pluaa, as & "Bs0illuc? to
hia

Ering on the grolntariat on the torie amena, That gnggégi-plaea
wzs ogeuplad by the N 1 ! from the Irish Hebellion -
to the ecloaiml strugzlos of the Enat mc welil &s the Heprs Quetion
in the United& Statos,

{8)In the actual 1917 Rsvolution he had so far shanged hig
orginal position on vanguard that be aMated that the rank and file
of the party was 10 ten tiges nore revoluticnary then the leadership
and the wurking masses on the cutside 200 tinmes more ravolutionary
than tlhe rank and rile of the party.

\8) Firnally, after ths eonqueat of party and the -gmsun
the oniy

“growth of Bureaueracy in the first workers state he gaid

hope is that the non-party masses gheck tie party.

Now then for anyone to eay X am a'Leninizt” and mean ths
1802~05 conseption is Juast fentaslis, ap fantasiie as for coae
one else to say I eertailnly am anot a Leninist besause he thinks
of Leninlem as the pressnt Ruselan Communist totealitarianism,
In a word, we ennnot follow old cetegoriss, or Judge people by what
they say when we lnow that what thay will read in MARXISM AND
FREEDOM wil) be so different froa anytning they have sver read
that they thrmielves will xk sahinge their prasent poeition,

That is vhy 1t 1s important, eritiesal, that in eonplling

A list of names ang addresges you
Yourselvas fn
of Ehe 1doa that you know best as to ¥ho --hou133 zg:r;;gngsh
not® get thle announeement, and sent it %o g11, Alould
) - P




