, April 28, 1987
Damy Friends: i

This week's news L& of a success atory., I have signad
" A gontract for the publisation of the book thic fall T hmve reiainnd
the exclusive rights for the forelgn market besause I helleve I have
- a better echange thot way to get bigger publighing housser abroad '
onpnGially sinee & friend Sa going to Garaany; Itely ené Frzhge
are interasted, and through another person I am gaining acoeas to &
British house,

, The repifientione, lmplicstions, politioal and finan~
einl reesponoibilities that all the nbove news apells ouv for the
organization will riret be presented to the organization artsr we .
have heaid from the LA NEB who ars discuseing, as tke V,Va.KEbB alrea
diseuaned, some of ths problezs of thie new otrge whilch the HER hajd
prorenidito the national Lleadership even before The contract weg
negotianted,

: For the time being, therefors, outside of Juet the o
inforsetion, there 1a one problem that the friends should dlasues
and inferam the REB next week of the raegults of the disqussiocn on
the following matitart a praface to be written to the book by en
outstanding llegelimn-Marxist who is a profeasor rather Shon &n = .. !
netiviet, ané who is pot one of ue orgenizationslly, I trust thes -
a membor of the NEB in each locality w1l know how %o axpand on .’
his aeredentiala, whils X 1imit ayesl? to the igportands o euch

a prefase for the book. B '

The olé¢ radicals oosuld maintain their alleped or— .

thodoxy through sheer axclueiveness, -that $a to say, segtarviantss,

Né Marxist in. this eountry, for exanple, sutside of Trotsky hinselt

who was not of this ecountry, wes published by & regular douvgecis.

trade ghannel and knew how to take hls ehanoes in the compatitiwve . *°

werid of idese. The Trotzkylst group, on the other hand, tried :

rationelizing thelr position on the ground that by—kenp1n§ to- them~
- aalves they wers "pura", They shonld have used the word, "éupty®, -

In any casge, LT was vory sharp with them not only in genreral, but -

in the very speeifis esre of his grenteat work, “The History of the

Russian Revolutlon", whioh he had transluted not*ofriglally* dut .

by a standard translator, who, morsover, hsd very opeaniy and sharply

broken with the movement, ¥ax Eastmsn. HNot only that, that man

edited the work as wall,

This is only ons ex-mpls th.t eoculd be multiplied
& hundred-fold to show how, in additiong to their wrong polities
gnd isolation Trom the Awmerican workingolass, they completed theip
isolation alsc from the intelleotual world, ‘ o

From the firat I took the exsct opposif%e road. ’
Even befora the break from the Johneonites I had taken a Gour n
vhigh, whlle Antioducing myself ae the TW solumnint, I had slao {
spoken of the ook, and particularly %o this particular Hegelian
beosuse his work in 1941 rhymed precisely with ouf® cwn dlacovery
of the Early Philoeophic works of Harx and we gained greatly fronm:
thet book, WYe establislad a friendehip in MR 1958 and Quring .
tha break he.wne most encourzging in asking =e to develo ny L3csp
in following through the manner in which I =rotv the vork as &
logtive work although he could never have done 80, and in a8ty
trying to get a ngfligheg. There is no doubt that hivinghad they
authority to upe hia home has helped in eoneluding a oonthast,
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The REB naturally discusssd thia gqueetion at every
stege in the devilz=vment of the book, and partionlarly so least
fall when I gusplsted the work and kad my interviaw ahout the

 possibility of a prefaea, and had mysell onlled a *romantl cist®

" for eonsldering that 1t 18 preolsely the Americaen zgg%;ng_g;ng;i

© und precissly because 1t de gg§%§;g_5nnrloa that s ths Figntén
inheritor of the dislestical p osophy. Tha REB felt tha$ the
very fagt that.there is a differends of view und. yot an admiration
fup the independenge of viev as well ae ite asaholarahlp would N
nelp the ook not merely in aales but in the politically soapetitive .
world of ideng. R ' -

“ thers was originally & mmmm%: the advieabllisy .
of sush a prafacs on the part of one NKB altex te, Awrthur, but
after a scrrespondence and clariigation of what exeotljit involved -
in such n.pumiresatep, I beligve there e no fundamental dlsagree--
ment., In shy onsc, this is the time and placs to discuss all views,
for and against, and ccme to e dealalon on the maiter, S

S ‘The fine) editing will be done in tha next cpﬂﬁlc of
woskXs, I we want the Cetober publieantion date, the book , in. -
tta final shape and complate, wust bae in the hands of the printer
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. @ months befora publication, It 1e intended that ths book regah
the printer the third veek in Nay, so pieage inform the ssntar of
your views hefore thnt date, ‘ _ :
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One other good piece of news is that s blography of wandel Phillips#
the graat Abolitionlst, will be published by the same hoes thisg .~
rall, The publispher was so imprecsad with the American rootc of
¥-rxiem ae analyzed in the book, nnd as I hed oconsion to speak -
about 1% ornlly, that he invited also to write to ths suthor of the
Phillipse blography, all of whleh opens up new avenuas of oirsulstion

0? our- Ydeus, -




