- the "Lery Hegslians and it didn't isolate him aithar from the -

February 14,1687

Dear Arthur?

, Bow that at least.s ranlng of problems and hostos a
poltioal stability has been ashleved to a degrae in LA, and
ve oan dlscuase mattors objectlvely and in an ordariy and rnod
aglter-skolter fashlon, I do wish to coturrn to tha questlion of
introdustion to the book, althcugh it is still not s print on
the agenda for tha msubership for reawochis whiah vill beoome
obvious in this letter,

. I d0 not know how much of the disagreemants Detween
LT and G6WP on the queetion of translations, editorshin, introdus-
tlons you are aware of, DBefore I aame tc.be his gesratary,. thera
was an undersurrent I could never quite understaznd and of eourss
nons of the legdership dared explein, But there wac Tirst,
the History of the RR iteelf, snd vhen Eastmen wae uﬁoaen not
alone as translator but undisputad editor, the Shaehtmane, Wrights,
e6te, etg. ohafed at the bit. Naturally no one darsd ohgllenga
the 014 Man, much leus seouce hig of "opportunism®, but thst is
what they metually thought. '

- The fruth was very different, LT explained to me
tha? the sectarianiam and isolationism radiesls sreate for
themaelvea are thelr own worst enemies, and that he had had te -
face thaw ever sinoe the Btalinieta deprived hiw of 2ll channels
‘&f somminicatlion and yet agoke of capitulation to bourgeois ~ .~ .3
preses for him to write in “"Liberiy¥, The point wss we had. rforgotisn
how puch Marx swam in all chamnels from the Hersld Teibuns te -

workers or the intellestual currents of the time; if the intel-:
leotuals ran the other way as they did, it wae they, not he,.who
did the running, Finally the OM showed me thnt whewe hhey should
ke politically prinsipled, they were not! 1}hose LT Dafense o
Committees were run by the Doweys and Laffollettee politically
with us dcing all the technleal tasks, instead of us bailding.
up meeberghip brenohes and have them control the intellectuala,
Bgrerniaan o¥low war allowsd to dominate thes intellsotuals
inetead of the intellectusls being invited cpenly to write In
HI and us answering as dlalesticlans to them, not- keaping 1t
Shachtmen-Burnham, There is much more to all this past but I

do not think 1t 1a necessary to go into greater detall at the
noment. |

. How come to the pressnt. HKarxiem has never taksn
root here theoretically. ¥e are smeller &han any o the
groupings -that ever atiempted 1t before, and aim higher, Since
the break with CP, Trotskyism, outside of LT hinself, hna naver
merlted a single work being published through establdshed
channels pot becausc they were bourgeocls and T-igta rev-ries,
but bacause thay did not merit it objlectively. The most of

an intellectual periphery established was on the name of LT,
even wher they broke with LT and went with Bhachtman the Farrels
and others were origlnally attracted by the big name so that

8h, lived off of them as Johnson lived off of theWP-SWP,
Independently no one ever commanded an authoritative eritiolam,
Finally I am the "smallest--without offielal name that is.
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s Do

¥at X aohieve recognition from ths regognized authority bosn
anong Kegellans and philosophicul Marxists.. Hg di¢ =zore with
his R & R to artablish the sarly workr of Marx than we ala,
you ow, and presafed ue as wall, ‘ _

~ Now 1f aven we publiched alone and I had to beg him
to introduce, I should certainly try avery possgible way to
ascomplish this aritical volee from the cutelde: Hers is g
real sontribution to Marxlet thought whiol has been a degert
gver since, elo. As 1t happana, he not only came to b, noi
X %o him, but he-hge done everything poesibls, despite :
alarp disagresnents on Ansrican proletarist, éo got it publiished
and ‘ia still trying; aleo to get commnendations, ete, ete, . - -
What 2@ 4t that I can possidly fear from him-~the rfact that in
@& 5 or 10 page introduction he would eay. something I would .
dinagres with? . Yeu mean 600 pages of text willl not sxpipln -
ay. viewn clgarly enough and I need fear thet? Then I.donft - - .
Gagerve to be the guthor of a book raastnblishing‘tha;oontinuity
of Marxism with all the original sontrlbutlons t at we alcne .
make.. A ‘ e ‘ ; b aie

o ﬁa'hgve to swim, dear Afthur, swim out‘intb-tha'ngépg::
coean of gospetitive 1deae‘-and hen eoms up ths winner, = .

~Not. through iwolating our “purity* and “sanotltyF_and_ﬁraclﬁiﬁgng"”
our arrival, but by having gtliors proclalm it and fighs 1t

At a time when, howaver, this ie all In a . stage whors

&l the osrds in the bourgeoim world are still stasked “wo high

sExinet us and 1t 1a not at all sure I will get publination,

why get the membarship involved, and, with your pardon, on so

low a level as you attempted to do==through excitsment that

something of us was being given sway ror nothing? No, in dus

tize and when i1t 18 conorete--the RHB- incidentally Juat laft

1% all In my hands from the very start and ) especially

thought your proposition moet gtrange sines ha Talt =o atrongly

the need to breaX out-w-the membarship will hear and have g

chance to dlecuss, and with all the facts and data marrhRailod

out objeotively and not in a hufr, Rethink your own views

very seriously in light of all-I sald and tryk your beant not

%o meke eilther a big production out of it or s defense ars,

but as comrade to somrade and leader to leadear 1f ynu Wish to

continue the discussion, you are welcome.

Youre,

rae




