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Derr R.D.

I found your letter and manuscript efSer my return from Europe -
later than I expected gnd therefore again too late for a stey
and meeting in NY, I dld not know thst Beacon had rejscted the
book and I do hope that Frager sticks to his promise,

Of the three sectlons you sent me, I liked moat the last chepter
of Part I - splendid! The chapter on the Second Internationel is
too sketechy and does not justice to the historicel problem, You
accept - us fer as I cen sees,in toto = Lenin's theory of the cor-
rupted lebor apristocracy - a theory whi h in my view, 1s utterly
ingdequate, Vhereas you handle the dialcc%ic sc consistently and

rafuse £o vallantly to trest karxien concepts as dogmas, you do
not talke this position with regard to the notlon (snd tc the real-
ity) of the proletariat, In the development of late industrial so-

ciety in the advgnced‘cduntriesi this cless gquas class has chenged
1ts position, structure, consciousness, ete,” The rfull foree of =
werxisn economic and politival mnelysis has to be applied in the

exeminetion of this process - the aristocracy buesiness wouldn't
do! ‘ . .

As to the last part: I disgaree with your assumption of a complete
“bpeak between Leninism snd Stelinism., I have recently revend Lenin'a
writings and speeches of 1921-22 and wra a mezed at the degree of
continuity and conalstency in basic questions and policies ~ even
formuiastions! But sll these things have to bs discussed orslly.

T expect to be ig NY after Christmas, for the meeting of the Phllo-
séphicel Associatlon ~ should I get to WY prior to thies dete, 1 :
shell let you know immediately vhen I know, KNy study of "Soviet
Farxism", in which I try to ciscuss some of the problems indicsted
sbove, is before completion end will be published by Columpie Unl-
versity Press carly In 1557, I shell sené you the typescript for
your comments end your critigue hefore 1t goes to the printer's,

Thanks, end with very best wisghes,
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