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Part I - Tranglatorts Introductory Fote

Loninte Philosophie Hlotahooks weye writton a% the time the
holocaust of worlg War I pnde a shambleo of the world in genoral
and of the H d* (ofrizinl Harsiom) in warticulay,

et thin eritical Doint in Lkintory that Le
ctudy Hegolly Sclones of Lorie,.

- "Far from bolng an ovaeion of the »olitical tasks of the
momant, it wms a rocognition tnat the time demanded infinitely
Dore than the more counbersonition of o Correct wolitical policy
egainat & wrong political policy, The German Socigl Demoeracy,
the greatont Partfor the Socond, Internationnl,. voted war creditg
to tha Taiger, Tonin thought the paer which announced this &6~
tion to ba & forgory, Once it wag froven fo be fact, he felt 14
hecesoary to oxmmine the vhilogophic foundations of official
Marxigm, Co

- Zhowa Fotohosks mark the gat divide in Marxiom.” 4g
Lenin put i, "It 14 impoasible fully to grass Marx'c Cawital
and esgooclally ite firgs chaptor if you have aot studied ang
nderstood the whole of Hogolls Logie, Concoquontly, none of

the Marxints for the ot 3 century have und.e'rntopd larxin,

. With this now vhilosovhie graoy Loain oxamined the sconamic
basna- for' the transformtion snte ovosite of competition into

wonopoly, and of a stratum of the working clasa intg an arigtoera-,
€y of labor! His otudies of Imverialiom and State and Rovelution,

- Tho pragent trauolation of tha remarks waieh Lenia made to
himgolf ag he studied Hegel!'s Seionce of Logic ond History
Fhilosovhy 1g made firom the Russian, as dubligheq from Lenin'a
hand.mitine; by the Harz-Eapolp-Lenin Ingtitute, firgt in 1923,
and again in 1547, Lonin usad & Gorman orition. To make it esgior
for the Englioh reader to follow Lenin'g references tg Hegel, the
tranglator hag uscd the sctandars English adition, Al1l Fige numbers
cited horein refer to Hegells Scienco of Legie, tranelated by -
Johnston and Strutharg, Mack1llan Co,, lg20, S .

I zade the rough ranalation of Leninta Natebooks in 1948,
but conld find no Publigher for thom, The Communiota have g colm
cent ¢f tho "backvardnesg of the Amorican workers' and have nof
intoroat in raking thase bvailable to the American reador, fThe
radicals wore no different from the capitalist or Communigt rub-
lichers and the translation: romained wpublished for.7 more yearg,
¥hilo it is impossivle to reproduce the wholo toxt as it ig a baok

s writirgs, T 4o bolicve
enselves and are gure to
utim'ixlato tho readerg to &0 to the full text by Lenin ag well ag
Hogel's Seionco of lLogic, Henme tha decieglon at
the hintoric documont in ¢
Amorican nublie, '

Whore Lonin, in 1915, cowld koop hig shileeophic dlocevoriag
in private notcbooks, wo cannet do vo 4n the 19508. It d1q not
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" matter in 1915 because by 1917 the Russian workors had, in actuality,
tranaformed tho old erder, 3ub now that Russim, far from bolng a
workers' ctato, Lo the greatect tyranny on varth, wa have to fnco
the question that is in averyono's mind: what hagpens A¥TER workero
gain power? JAre wo always $o bo confronted with a labor bureaucTasy?

/In 1950, undor the impact of the minora' sirike, sparked by
auvtomation (tho continuouc miner), I roturnod activoly to the writ-
 ing of & book on Marxism, which I now callod "the Lenin book" he-
eauge I ccncoivad Lenin's ¥otohacke an contral to 1f, I vanted a
sorkor presont at tho oral prasontation 'of the thosis, The whelo
point was that unloss tho most profound ideac of Marx wore exyrosond
so directly that the average worker could unjarotand, it would have
logt all its purpese for the new imoulees can cowo from nowhers but
cut of the otrugglas, thinking, and agpirations of the working
clega ~— osZecially tho American workers, :

v Our oga has ov matured that'we must besin wlth the workers

thomsolves participating in the working out of the philosophic,

that 4o to say, total oublook, That ig the roazon the recont so-

ries of lecturas have beon undertalen beforo the writing of the book..

+ .~ Just'ms thero is no assurcd cuccess to practice, ve thers

18 ne royal road to ¥mowledgze. Nothing 1s ever zainsd by man excaph

through laber and struggle and pationco. But for the roader vhe has

tho yationce and gravples with those Philonovhic Notobtooks, all -

gorts of now vistas will unfold, It is high time to wbolich the

division botwoon "theoretical lcaders” and the "rank and file",

The truth is that the workers, in their atruggio for a new soclety

thoso pact decaden gince the death of Lenin, have gone a groater

distancs thoorotically as well than the solf-styled theoroviclans.
" Mo philosophers havo intcrproted the world in various

vays, M"wrote tho young Marx in his Thosas on Feusrbach, 'the

point, hovaver, is to change 1t." Tonin in hip Noteboolts relates

Hogol and Marx: '"Undoubtedly gractice in Hogol ctands as a 1link

in the analysis of tho »rocecs of cognition and preclaely as e

transition to the objectivo ("absolute, according to Hognl)

truth, Marx, consequontly clings %o Hegel, introducing criteria

of practice into tho theory of ¥nowledge, Cf: Thaeos on Fougrbach, ?

The maturity of our agoe is chown in thig, that there i¢ not only &

movement from theory to practice but from oractice to theory, It

ia to those workors who rafuse to let "tho loadere® do the thinking

for them that thic ie dodicated. ‘ '

November, 1955 Dotyroit, Micnigan




Part II — An Exchanga of Lottors on Hogoliz Aveoluts 'Idc;g,

Whon the groat Gormen vhilecophor, Hogel, roachod the end of

.hig BCIEECE oPF LOGIC, und catitled tho finud chaptor, The Absoluta
Idoa, he suddonly bogan to rcelizo that wedor that tent all hig
rhilagophic cnemios and all nurts of roligion, including tho worship -

" of tho'golden calf, would fry to find a hidirg ylaco. Ho thorofors
uarn'o&i_*"-" s ' :
00 RIt de cortainly poosiblo to indulge in o voob amount af
scnsoless declamations about tho idoa abeoluto, But ite truo con~
tont: 1o only the wholo systom, of which wo have Boon hithorte

" oxamining the dovolopmont,"

* "HMow the truo eontont of what $ho writer of tho prosant exchango
of lottors was doaling with was a etody of werkingelass struggles ond
vorkingelace thought ag thoy appoarad in histery and wors analyzed by
~ Marx and gs thoy appear in the daily liveg of workers nowadsys, But

tho ercatost fllunination of theso strugeles in-ihe yooxr 1953 wea
© o thrown by & roading of Hogel's Abwoiute Idea, vhich the prosant
“wrdtor identified with a concept of tho now society and tho struggle
“Tor total froodon, : ‘

- A now ora of atrussls. for froedom had cortai ovoned in the

oar 1953, ‘That wae tho year of Stalin's dosth on tho one hand, .and
the Fast German Rovolt, on tho other hand, Thig was followed ‘within’
a fow weoks Y a revolt in the nlave lebor carpa of Vorluta inoide
Rugeia itsolf,. Cloarly, Stalin's death symbolized the VYeginning of
tho ond of totalitarianiem, . Wo loaped. gonerations affead when the
workers in s eatellito country and those in the slave labor camps
book matters into thoir own honds, Tho two new pages of hiatory
£lluminatod tho road to a- now sccioty by answoring in the affirmative
what had preoccupiod both tho avirago man on tho stroot and the
philosopher in hig ivory tower; fan fran ba froo in thig ago of
tetalitarianion?

In & gonso the 1953 European otrugzlos had boon anticivatod
in America in 1950 with the groat miners strike, A now ora
in production had beon ononed with tho first soricus introduction
of automation in tha form of the continuous miner, Undor its
impact there wac alse born & now attitude to thoory,

Frowm thae firct industrial revolution, the newly-horn factory
prolotariat gained tho impulse to atrugglo for the ehortening of
tho werking + and thoreby ostablithed a now philogoshy, !
dlace of the vomvouo cataloguy of the Tinalianadle rights of man',
Harx wroto in hls groatost theorotical wor'e, CAPITAT, Yecomos tho
modost Magna Charta of a legally limited working-day, which shall
meko clear 'whem the time which the worker solls ia ended, and when
hic own begics,® What a distanco we have travelledi®

The vrogcont industrial rovelution of automation sag boing
tranglated tho world ovor into a now humanigm, Novor hava they potaod
tho quostion more cloarly ae not boing onc of matopinl vossoysiong
Ror annual wages, Wt of conditiont of lavor and a fuhdnmcm.ally now
way of life, Without thig universal philosophic form, stato capital~
ien ag & tondoncy would romnin economigt and incomplato,
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“one mLiiny Although' tho loadors of tiia ghatn caopitaliet: tondency hed bteon -
“y reayieg for yosrs that we live ir an ago of absolutos, that tho task
"% 10f:tho:theoreticians was tho wverking out matorialistically. of Hogolls
paatdast; chaptor on Tho Absulute Idea, we ware yauble te rolate tho datly
nypsotruggios ofrthe workors to Shig totsl .concoption,:” Tho .maturity of
tiorour-agos on tho othor hand, discloced 3tself in the fact that, with
~ou entomation, tho workers bogan to quostion tho very modo of laber, i
noThous thoy bogan %o moko concroto, apd_theroby oxtonded, Marx's Pro-
foundost concoptions, The intormost corg of the Marxien dislectic,
7.+ around which cvorything furng, ‘ip that the transformation of socioty
L7 muat bogin-with the materiel life of ;¥horproducor, -that is, tho
L o . T L RC 1 S o8 T . - .

’ .
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oLy : o Tway, BV wes o0 L
R AT Y | g the Treparatlons te ;npme-cut with a papar
i rthat-wonld be & breal from all mrevious radieal -yapors, I turned
to philosophy and saw,in the Abeoluto Idoa, tho -troakdown of the

.: divigion botweon theory and practico——tho movément to Sutal fruedem,

©._ 7. Vhat was nov wag that thora was movomont {a dialectic) not.
. 8lone in the dovolopment from theory to practice, but'from mractice
v to_thoory, ‘That, in 0sBonco, wig tha glst 6f tha lotters to Hauser,
. tho nhidosophor-designato, whe, after domurring a day or so, camo

‘back with hor usual hyvorbole: ®F thinlk that. thesc notos rourcsont-

our. Philosophic Noteobooks, comparable to those of Lenin -in 19154

L . Johnson, tho $itular foundor of the stato caaitalist tendency,
.. ~howover, had other idoas, Ho never Yothered to infoim anyone what
_those ware. Howevor, ho wes very active in ecocing that no ono is
+ movod by thoso ideas on practice contained in the letters on the
‘abdoluto idoa, Whon Havaor camo to hinm with enthusissm for all tho
. "digcoveries” I had mado, ho mangged to ghut hor up., That was not
. %oo hard te do,’ What had proviowsly boon a literary clique mow
bocamo a philosovhic clique., Yo one olse had & chance to geo these
" letters, ‘

- Tho tituler hoad of. tho state eapitelist tondency failed to
grasy the new stege of vroduction and tho now gtage of workore ro-
volt. Ho could not do go beczusa ha waf altogother vrooccupied

- with proding tho "social narsonality" of "original characterc! and
-the "uniquonoss" of tho great liteary writor and the greater- iitoerary
critic, The now humanien of the great Eeoct Gorman Revolt played a
sccondary tole to the humanism of "tho groat writer", That along
ohould havo cailod for tho mbolition of tho dlvision botwacn
"theoroticel leadors® and "the rank and filie", It io high timae tc
abolich that division 23 woll ag the division botwaon "tho ingidoM
and "tho outeida, Whilo tho form in which tho ideag first avolved
in the mind of Yuc author are rough and cven abgtruse, no stago in
tho avolution of the book necad bo kopt private, Thooo notos erd
thoge lettors arc being published for all who arc intorosted, .




