Jeceabsr 18,1955

Dr. Russell Potter _
Institute of Arts and Ceiencex
Coluabisz Univarsity

Rew York, 27, New York

Dear Dr. Potter:

It xss & dietinet pleasure to talk to You and f£ind.
thet, as wide apart as the flelds of Shakeapeare and Manrx
eeed Lo be, your intaregt in Zarwingl ldeae was =ugh thet

‘you offered to present my panuaerins to & publimhar, Please
pereit xe to slgborate somevhat the 1deas in tha outline or
xy boock whieh I here enelose sand whieh I tentatively eall

Mgrrism and Freedom,

The ook will center on the pbilosophleal foundatlions
of Marxium and the firat systematie study of Ruaslan sistie
eapitalism, Hsretofore the Philosophy bas been handleé as a
19th sentury humanitarinn adjunet to Marxian politisal esono-
8Y. Today, the searek for freedom mukés 1t elear that, far
Trom belng ineldental, phllosophy 13 pivotal,

At the beginning of Werld War II, working from
Russign soursens, I made the Tiret Marxist analysis of -
Btalin's three Five Yesr Plana, With this as bagkground,
I'was mble to resognite the signifieanse of ths Communist
revin%on in thﬁ theory of ;ulue in:1944, I u:g:e :wo
ertieles for the Amsriesn Feoncmie Raviay at that tine,
in whish I analyzed the ravision not enly ms a break in
Marxiat theory, but ae a bresk in theory whish roflsets
the Russisn reality of a state eapitalist soelety righting
for world domination, The ruthlesancss.of the euvrent
Ihrusehev-Bulganin tour of Asia huve left gasping all those
who thought they sould sounter eash new Ruselnn theust ag.-
it eomes, 1t should now be eiear that anly an all-embraeing
approash could sombat Russian totalltarianiul.A.My book
projeets & eomprehensive theoretiept approash,

The problem is to finé a publiazher who resognizes
the possidilities of sush e work ang is wlliling to advanes
the necessary sum to enable ame te spend three monthe to
sonmplete the book and propare the manuseript for publiea-
tion, I have glready dove’ oped the ldeas quite Tully snd
have drafted the major shapters in preliminary form, Theae
notes I have subxitted to various people for thalr soament
and eriticlam, You will reesll the lettar of Hevbert
Marsuse, ths author or Reason _and Revoiution, and Eros
and Civilization, who wrote xe:

“I have read your notes and I should like to tell
you that I must eneourage you to ¢o ahead vith the elaborg-
ticn, Your ideas are a real ot#ls in the desert of Marxiat
thought ¥
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As to thn oonnerlinl ponsibilifiaa of ay book, hqre
" Aare & Tsw indications worth eonsidering:

1) ¥y avtiales 1irn the aggriggg Egononig Revieyw
(harewith enelosed) appeared a% the neight of Amerleasri-
Russian wartime solleboration vhen the offisial world
refused to racogn‘zs th» Russian reallity, Nevertheleas,
»¥ brier analysis was reported on the front page of
zgg_y York Times and bssame tlie ssnter of & dobate

- that stad ror an entirs year, ‘

. 2) Althuugn more than ten yeers have olapsed, theae
artieles are well nows to the acadimie world snd are
paferred to se g standardtext on Husrian esonomy und Mar:t em,
A- resontly as two menthe age, in .Qotober, I woe invited as

uest lagturer to adéress the Etonomica, Soslology and
P losophy Depsrtments ir s nhuaber of Californis univsruitien,
‘ineluding: tho University of California at Low Angeleg,
University of Bouthern Californim, Oesidental Cecl ege, ana
the Barkeley Universlity 1in Barkolny, Californim. -

3) On thn ‘basle of my lewturas &nd interest 1n oy
hook I myself ean guarantse tha sale of 50O eopiel the.
-__rirst wnek of publioation.

. Thenk you onee again for your 1ntqra=t., saul wi;l’”

--writa you separately about the 1e¢turan.

Bﬂncerely Journ,

ﬂﬁa, @‘“*QW |

Enalossd: 1l)Outline of Eook _Maprxiew and Freedowm .
2) Translation of Euaalan artiele wEAsh
appeared in the Ameriean ksoromis Royioy
3) Commontary, and Rejolnder, Bspteabsy 1944
and Beptember 1845, Ameriean Esonomls Raview.

Raya Dundyev:kaya
4993 - 28th 8t,
Detrolt 10, Mieh,
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