July 28, 1955¢

T0 B8 READ TO ALL LOCAL COWAITTERS:
Deax Fricnds:

Now that the paper has gained a cortain momentun of 1ts own, tho NEB
discussed tho question of concretizing the work on ihe book on Marxism
that was dealt with at the Conforence, and hzs asked me to address this
letter to you. '

. . At each break in world history, from the Civil War in the United States
through World War II, Marxists have had to xe-examine theixr prineiples, enrich
them, and move forward with history -- or £211 under the weight of the old
goclety, as dld the Second Intcrnatlonal.

- That wae truc of Marx himseif who first in the period batween the CLvil
. War in the United States and the Parls Commune in 1671 completed his life's

work, CAPITAL, That was txue of Lenin who had to go back to the philosophic
Poundations of Merxism in Hegel himself, just when the whole world was col-
lapsing about hin with the outbreak of the First World War.

con ok It was not true of Trotsky who thought it sufficient merely to hold the
banner of 1917 aloft, Porhaps no fundamental re~oxamination of Marxism was
' possiblo axcept on. Amoxican foundation, and Trotsky. could not fulfill that
- task, elthough he tried hard emough to compel the American Trotskyists "to

‘teach him." . Bo that as it might, there has been no fundamenial interpretation
of Marxism for our age since the death of Innin. : . '

: Political theges -- and tha political thosls based on the theory of
gtato capitaiiem is amohg these -~ are good, but not good enough., ZLenin's
statement that there can bo no revolution without a yovolutionary theory means
semething fax difforent incur age than ia his. Wo hayo 1ived through three
decades in which tho workers hava done everything from the 0I0 and the Spanish
pavolution to the resistance movement and the Eagt Cerman rovolt without the
Marxist theoreticlens contributing onything mew. It is high time to bogin.

Bocause we iive in an age where the riovement from practics to theoxy is
richer than any other age, we have the opportuniiy to write the book as & col-
lective offort not alona as regards the relatinnshlp of the 4ndividual aonthor
and the newspaper committee, but a2s regards the go-callod cutside and the: in-
side. At no time in history will they in turn have hod the opportunity to be
the actual collaborators in every procoss of tha writing of tho book. - Thus
the present tour i1s scheduled when the author will nave no more than a bare
outline of what she wants in the book on which she hag spent some 15 years.'
This will be vitally influcnced by the discussion of the groups .of that unlque
combination of worker and intellsctual that so characterize the news committees
and tholr friends. And there will be another chance for tho whole organization
in convention to act on it after the writing of a draft.

But ezch thing in its own timo. At the present what is needed is the
concreto preparation for the tour of the national chairman so that the group
that meets knows what it is meeting for, is prepared to attend the whole series
of four, and participata actively in it, :

*Uo nro appending this letter by Weaver, written three months after the Focund-
ing Confercnce, beczuse of the illumination it sheds on the relationship of
the writing of Bayxism aznd Freedom to the work of ths organization.
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First thero-is the quosticn of raying for the toux, end then_th_ere is_
Wi Sigduisalivn pf ~the iriends to attond the lecturo-discussions, ‘Tho REB

~'has decided 1t bo a Pay-ag-you~go~-tour, thatv is to say, thet sach local e

responeidle for the part of the costs of the tour so that the $306 bs divided
and Los Angelas, Wost Virginie and -New York, This
s f the Togular 'pledges ‘to tha centexr,. but out of spe-
clal funds raisod fnr it, both through spacial contributions: of our members an
thelr friends, Attacheq are two letters, ons from West Virginia as a loeal,
and one from Bess. as an individual, which ghow two of the ways to meot the

‘@Xpense, Please note another roint raised-in the West Virginia communication

on the question of tino, . It wes originally’ thought that 1t should" be.held
over two woek-onds, Now it.appoars where the work wesk 1z 6 dayo, it-would be
batter o meot only on Sundays and pexhaps telescope the lectures Anto 3 on 3
consecutive Sundays, : .

. The tentative. .schedtaé 80t i3 Wost Virgiﬁig-,&iday—:iéth ofySaptamber -
. thoough October 2nd; New.York one weeok: only not aa schooly Detroit-:0ct.9 .
".through Qct._EBrd. Los Angeles--Oot, 50+ "<hrough Nov.13, .o

__— C - Heavor (Raya Dur-.ayevékn.ya).
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